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ADVERTISEMENT TO THE SECOND EDITION.

NIXE years have now elapsed since "The Old Paths''

appeared as a volume. They have been translated, in the

meantime, into Hebrew, German, and French
;
and their

merits discussed by the learned and unlearned of the

Jewish people, in all the countries of their dispersion. The

reception has in ^general been favourable, and the effect

upon the Jewish mind perceptible. Since their first ap-

pearance, the West London Synagogue and the Liturgies

of the British Jews, both renouncing that which " The Old

Paths
"

pronounced objectionable, have started into ex-

istence. The assembled rabbies at Brunswick and Frank-

fort have discussed topics similar to some treated in "The

Old Paths," and in some cases come to similar conclusions

respecting the value of Rabbinic Traditions. The Reform

Societies of Germany have commenced a formidable attack

upon the Oral Law, and a free discussion is now carried on

in the numerous Jewish periodicals of that country, of

which the results are easily foretold. The promised Ger-

man translation of the Talmud, if ever completed, must,

Tithout any discussion, overthrow Talmudism. Its exhibi-

tion in any European langunge is the most fatal attack

that can be made on its authority. It needs only to be

seen as it is, in order to be rejected. The reader is again
A 2



Ti ADVERTISEMENT.

warned against mistaking this discussion of the merits of

Rabbiuism for an attack upon the Jewish people, or the

rabbies of the present clay. The reproach attaches not to

the victims, but to the authors of tradition. The Jews are

a great and a noble people, and the majority ignorant of

the details of the system, by which they have been bowed

down and misrepresented for centuries ;
so ignorant, in-

deed, that some zealously undertake a defence of the

whole, maintain that Rabbinism is a perfect model of cha-

rity and wisdom, and regard "The Old Paths" as a mere

emanation of common Anti-Jewish prejudice. Such per-

sons are requested to compare these papers with the

articles in the Jewish periodical, entitled,
" Der Israclit

des Neun zehnten Jahr hundcrts," written by Rabbi

Dr. Holdheim, and other distinguished Jewish scholars.

They will there find that, had the author not been in-

fluenced by a desire to avoid all occasion of unnecessary

offence, truth might have been stated with more severity.

A mistake in one number, not, however, affecting the

argument, has been corrected.



ADVERTISEMENT TO THE FIRST EDITION.

THE reader will perceive, by the date at the head of each

number, that the following papers were published weekly,

and, from the contents, he will readily infer that they were

intended for distribution amongst those Jews who still

adhere to the rabbinic system. But in presenting them

to the public as a volume, it may be well to state that the

great object was to exhibit Judaism as it appears in its

practical workings, and that, therefore, most references

are made to the Jewish Prayer-book, and to the codes of

law commonly in use amongst rabbinic Jews, and which

are considered as authoritative. It was the Author's

wish, not to ridicule any man's superstition, but to instruct

those, whom Moses and the Prophets would have declared

to be in error. He has therefore, carefully avoided the

tone in which Eisenmenger and others have treated this

subject, and, in treating the Jewish legends, has confined

himself to those which are mentioned in the pi-ayers of the
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Synagogue. The materials are the result of many years'

study and practical observation. Buxtorf, Majus, Edzard,

Eisenmenger, "Wagenseil, kc., have been carefully con-

sulted, but the Jewish Liturgies, the Arbah Turim, the;

Shulchan Aruch, the Yad Hachasakah, are the principal

sources, whence this view of Judaism has been drawn.

The Author has only to add a hope, that these papers may

not be misunderstood, either by Jew or Christian, but that

all who read them will carefully distinguish between Juda-

ism and the Jewish people and a wish, that they may

contribute to the welfare of Israel, and the promotion of

truth.
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THE OLD PATHS.

No. I.*

RABBINISM NOT A SAFE WAY OF SALVATION.

SALVATION is OF THE JEWS. Amongst all the religious

systems existing in the world, there axe but two deserving of

attentive consideration, and they ai'e both of Jewish origin,
and were once exclusively confined to the Jewish nation.

They are now known by the names of Judaism and Chris-

tianity ; but it must never be forgotten that the latter is as

entirely Jewish as the former. Ihe Author of Christianity
was a Jew. The first preachers of

Christianity
were Jews.

The first Christians were all Jews ; so that, in discussing the
truth of these respective systems, we are not opposing a Gen-
tile religion to a Jewish religion, but comparing one Jewish
creed with another Jewish creed. Neither in defending
Christianity, do we wish to diminish aught from the pri-

vileges of the Jewish people ; on the contrary, we candidly
acknowledge that we are disciples of the Jews, converts to

Jewish doctrines, partakers of the Jewish hope, and advocates
of that truth which the Jews have taught us. AVe are fully
persuaded that the Jews whom we follow were in the right
that they have pointed out to us " the old paths,"

" the good
way," and "we have found rest to our souls." And we,
therefore, conscientiously believe, that those Jews who follow
the opposite system are as wrong as the\r forefathers, who,
.when God commanded them to walk in the good old way, re-

plied,
" We will not walk therein." Some modern Jews think

that it is impossible for a Jew to be in error, and that a Jew,
because he is a Jew, must of necessity be in the right. Such

persons seem to have forgotten how the majority of the people
erred in making the golden calf how the generation that
came out of Egypt died in the wilderness because of their un-
belief how the nation at large actually opposed and per-

Published originally January 15, 1836.
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2 KABBINISM NOT A SAFE WAY

scouted the truth of God in the days of Elijah how their

love of error sent them into the Babylonish captivity and how
there has been some grievous error of some kind or other,
which delivered them into the hands of the Romans, and has

kept them in a state of dispersion for so many hundred years.
But the passage from which our motto is taken sets forth most

strikingly the possibility of fatal mistake on the part of the
Jewish nation, and also the possibility, in such a case, of God's

turning to the Gentiles. "Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in

the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good
way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.

But they said, We will not walk therein. Also, I set watch-
men over you, saying, Hearken to the sound of the trumpet.
But they said, We will not hearken. Therefore hear, ye
nations, D^inn 137EK7 / and know, O congregation, what is

among them. Hear, O earth
; behold, I will bring evil upon

this people, even the fruit of their thoughts, because they have
not hearkened unto my words, nor to mi/ law, but refected it."

Jer. vi. 16 19. Who will dare to deny, after such a pas-

sage, the possibility of a Jew's being in error ?

But some may ask, What is Judaism ? what is Christianity ?

ANSWER. Judaism is that religious system contained and

acknowledged in the prayers of the Jewish synagogue, whether
German or Portuguese, and professed by all who use them as

the ritual of their worship. Christianity is the religious sys-
tem taught in the New Testament ; or, in other words, Juda-
ism is the Old Testament explained according to the tradi-

tional law, np b372ttf rnin. Christianity is the Old Tes-

tament explained according to the New. According to this

explanation, the Jewish Prayer-book teaches the divine autho-

rity of the oral law. Of this there can be no doubt, for, in the

iirst place, the whole ritual of the synagogue service, and the
existence and arrangement of the synagogue itself, is according
to the prescription of the oral law, as may be seen by compar-
ing the Jewish prayers with the Hilchoth T'phillah. If it be
asked why the Jew uses these prayers, and no other why he
wears phylacteries (^Vsn) and the veil (rvblo) why he con-

forms to certain ceremonies at the New Year, and the Day of

Atonement, and the other feasts why he repeats a certain

benediction at the reading of the law why he reads out of

a parchment roll, rather than out of a printed' book why a roll

of the law written in one way is lawful, and in another way
unlawful, the only answer is, the oral law commands us thus to

do. The whole synagogue worship, therefore, from the begin-
ning to the end of the year, is a practical confession of the

authority of the oral law, and every Jew who joins in the

synagogue worship does, in so far, conform to the prescriptions
of liabbiuism. But, secondly, the Jewish Prayer-book ex-
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plicitly acknowledges the authority of the oral law. In the

daily prayers, fol. 11, is found a long passage from the oral

law, beginning,

rDTQT ba? 7aipQ inrs
" which are the places where the offerings were slaughtered,"
&c. On fol. 12, we find the thirteen Rabbinical rules for

expounding the law, beginning,

" Rabbi Ishmael says," &c. At the end of the daily prayers
we find a whole treatise of the oral law, called, H13S "*p~i2 i

" the ethics of the fathers," the beginning of which treatise

asserts the transmission of the oral law. In the morning
service for Pentecost, there is a most comprehensive declaration

of the authority and constituent parts of the oral law. "
He,

the Omnipotent, whose reverence is purity, with his mighty
word he instructed his chosen, and clearly explained the law,
with the word, speech, commandment, ami admonition, in the

Talmud, the Agadah, the Mishna, and the Testament, with the

statutes, the commandment, and the complete covenant," &c.,

S.

89. In this prayer, as used, translated, and published by the

ews themselves, the divine authority of the oral law is ex-

plicitly asserted, and the Talmud, Agadah, and Mishna, are

pointed out as the sources where it is to be found. For these

two reasons, then, we conclude that the Judaism of the Jewish

Prayer-book is identical with the Judaism of the oral law, and
that every Jew who publicly joins in those prayers does, with
his lips at least, confess its divine authority.

Having explained what we mean by Judaism, we now go on

to another preliminary topic. Some one may ask, what is the

use of discussing these two systems ? May they not both

be safe ways of salvation for those that profess them ? To this

we must, according to the plain declarations of these sys-
tems themselves, reply in the negative. The New Testament

denounces the oral law as subversive of the law of God. " Then
the Pharisees and scribes asked him, Why walk not thy dis-

ciples according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread

with unwashen hands ? He answered and said unto them
Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written,

This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far

from me. Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for

commandments the doctrines of men." (Mark vii. 5 7.) The
oral law is still more exclusive. It excludes from everlasting
life all who deny its

authority,
and explicitly informs us that

Christians are comprehended in this anathema,

sbw snn cbisb pbn nnb VNI& ?n
B 2



RABBINISM NOT A SAFE WAT

nsan bra by 7^21-121

rnira
" These are they who have no part in the world to come, but

who are cut off, and perish, and are condemned on account of the

greatness of their wickedness and sin for ever, even for ever and
ever, the heretics and the Epicureans, and the deniers of the
law" &c. Here is the general statement. But to prevent all

mistake, a particular definition of each of these classes is added,
from which we extract the following passage :

era minn 7
Nsrp -IBWT rrnra

ns&n -IBM cs nns ravi V^BM ins piDQ
-i2i3n pi rrnra -1213 HT -nn lass ^a VIOM
rpTaoa Hansom ns braa? min NVTI 7T2nTD3.
IT msn ppbnn N^i^ntc' imsm nin^m piis 7122
s^n ^D by rw IT rmn nbrsn 1331 mns nisna
nmbnra -rns 7D n^nanni n-ns-on 7133 'n D3?a nn^n

: n-nnn ~isi3 sin nbs
" There are three classes of the deniers of the law. He who

says that the law is not from God, yea, even one verse or one
word : or if he says that Moses gave it of his own authority.
Such an one is a denier of the law. Thus, also, he who denies

its interpretations : that is, the oral law, and rejects its Agadoth
as Sadok and Baithos : and he who says that the Creator has

changed one commandmentfor another, and that the law has long
since lost its authority, although it was given by God, as the

Christians and Mahometans, each of these three is a denier

of the late." Hilchoth T'shuvah, c. iii. 8.

In the first extract we see that those persons called " deniers

of the law," are, according to the doctrine of modern Judaism,
shut out from a hope of salvation. In the second extract we
see that Christians are by name included in that class : from
the two together it inevitably follows that modern Judaism
teaches that Christians cannot be saved. We do not find any
fault with modern Judaism for pronouncing this sentence

; we
do not tax the Jews either with uncharitableness or intolerance

because of this opinion. On the contrary, we honour those who,

conscientiously holding this opinion, have the honesty and the

courage to declare it. If they consider us as deniers of the law,
thev must, of course, believe that our state is far from safe

;
and

if tnis be their conviction, the best proof which they can give
of true charity, is to warn us of our danger. But, at the same

time, when a religious system condemns us by name, and pro-
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nounces sentence concerning our eternal state in so decided a

tone, and that simply because we dissent from some of its

tenets, we not only think that we have a right to defend our-

selves and our religion, but consider it our bounden duty to ex-

amine the grounds on which a system of such pretension rests,

and honestly, though quietly, to avow our reasons for rejecting
it. We know, indeed, that there are some Rabbinical Jews, who
think this sentence harsh, and consider themselves justified in

denying it, because there is another sentence in this same oral

law, which says,
" that the pious amongst the nations of the

world have a part in the world to come. But can they prove,

by any citation from the oral law, that Christians are included
"
amongst the pious of the nations of the world ?

"
If they can,

then they will prove that in one place the oral law denies, and
in another place affirms the salvability of Christians ; that is,

they will prove that the oral law contains palpable contradic-

tions, and therefore cannot be from God. If they cannot pro-
duce any such citation, then the general declaration that " the

pious of* the nations of the world
'

may be saved, is nothing to

the purpose ;
for the same law which makes this general decla-

ration, docs also explicitly lay down the particular exception
in the case of Christians, and that after it has made the general
declaration. In fact, the exception follows close on the heels

of the general rule. The general rule is,

pi .... nn cbisb pbn cnb ar bwittP bs
: sun cbisb pbn anb BP nbi^n rroaiw 'Ton

" All Israel has a share in the world to come .... and also

the pious of the nations of the world hace a share in the world
to come." The words which immediately follow this declara-

tion contain the exception,

i 131 ssn nbisb pbn nnb TI in ibsi

" But these are they which have no part in the world to come"
&e. This exception is, therefore, plainly made in order to

guard against any false inference from the general statement,

and, therefore, according to the oral law, Christians cannot be
saved. We proceed, therefore, to inquire into the merits of this

system, which makes so decided a statement respecting our

eternal state. We have a standard of comparison to which no
Jew will object, even that Holy Book, which contains the

writings of Moses and the prophets. We reject the oral law,
not because it seems in itself bad or good to our judgment, but

because it is repugnant to the plain words of the Old Testa-

ment. There is not space to enter at large into the proof at

present, but we subjoin one passage, which is in itself amply
sufficient to disprove the divine authority of any religious



6 RABBIKISM NOT A SAFE WAY

system where it occurs. In the Talmud, in the Treatise

Pesachim, fol. 49, col. 2, we read as follows :

ova nmb -imn Y-IHTI s -nsbs m -ins

VTobn ib now man nvnb bna?
nn nmn 713713 m inb -IN itanttfb

tin*

Rabbi Eleazar says,
" It is lawful to split open the nostrils of

an amhaaretz (an unlearned man) on the Day of Atonement
which falls on the Sabbath. His disciples saia to him, Rabbi,

say rather that it is lawful to slaughter him. He replied,
That would require a benediction, but here no benediction is

needful." It is hardly needful to remind the reader that the

law of Moses says, nSIH sb i

" Thou shalt not kill." But
there is in this passage a sneering contempt for the unlearned,
which is utterly at variance with the character of Him " whose
mercies are over all his works," the unlearned and the poor, as

well as the mighty and the learned.

Indeed the passage is so monstrous, that one is almost in-

clined to think that it must have crept into the Talmud by
mistake

; or, at the least, to expect that it would be followed by
reprehension the most explicit and severe. But no, a little

lower down another of these " wise men "
says,

f ana isnpb imn v~**n ny
" It is lawful to rend an amhaaretz like a fish ;

"
and, a little

above, an Israelite is forbidden to marry the daughter of such a

person, for that she is no better than a beast. But the whole
of the preceding passage is so characteristic of the spirit of

Rabbinism, that it is worth inserting

i i3i 722-1 lan

" Our Rabbies have taught. Let a man sell all that he has,

and marry the daughter of a learned man. If he cannot find

the daughter of a learned man, let him take the daughter
of the great men of the time. If he cannot find the daughter
of a great man of the time, let him marry the daughter of the

head of a congregation. If he cannot find the daughter of the

head of a congregation, let him marry the daughter of an
almoner. If he cannot find the daughter of an almoner, let him

marry the daughter of a schoolmaster. But let him not marry
the daughter of the unlearned, for they are an abomination, and
their wives are vermin ; and of their daughters it is said,
' Cursed is he that lieth with any beast.'

"
Here, again, one is

inclined to suppose that there is a mistake, or that these words

were spoken in jest, though such a jest would be intolerably

profane ; but all ground for such supposition is removed on
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finding this passage transcribed into the digest of Jewish law,
called the Schulchan Aruch, part 2; in the Hilc-hoth P'riali

urViah, by which transcription it is stamped with all the

authority of a law. Here, then, the reader is led to think, that

an amhaarctz must mean something more and worse than
an unlearned man that it ought, perhaps, to be taken in its

literal signification,
"
people of the land," and that it may refer

to the idolatrous and wicked Canaanites. But the common
usage of the Talmud forbids a supposition. There is a well-

known sentence which shows that even a High Priest might be
an amhaaretz :

V"">n cs Vm -jrob n-np rrn -wan
" A learned man, though illegitimate, goes before a High

Priest, who is an amhaaretz." Here the amhaaretz is plainly

opposed to him that is learned. And so, on the page of the
Talmud from which we have quoted above, we find the follow-

ing words :

mm nwt -jowaa? nann -wa bissb -nos vwn cr
"ian b-nsb -irno rmra pawn bs *prm noran

-noN mim pois wsw bm *p3n
nora

" An amhaaretz is forbidden to eat the flesh of a beast, for it

is said,
' This is the law of the beast and the fowl.' (Levit. xi.

46.) Every one that labourcth in the kw, it is lawful for him
to eat the flesh of the beast and the fowl. But for him who
does not labour in the law, it is forbidden to eat the flesh of the
beast and the fowl." According to this passage an amhaaretz
is one who does not labour in the study of the law ; and it being
found on the very same page with the above most revolting
declarations, it plainly shows the proud and haughty spirit of

the authors of the Talmud, and their utter contempt for the

poor, whose circumstances preclude them from the advantages
of study. But, in reading such passages, the question naturally

suggests itself, to which of the two classes does the poor Jewish

population of London belong ? There must be at the least

hundreds, if not thousands of poor Jews in this great city who
cannot possibly devote themselves to study. Amongst whom
then, are they to be classed? Amongst the learned ''Tttbn

C^DR ? or amongst the unlearned \psn "D37 ? Are they,
their wives, and daughters, as the Talmud says, to be called an
abomination, vermin, and compared to the beasts ? Or can a

religion inculcating such sentiments proceed from that Holy
One who is no respecter of persons ? See here, ye children of

Abraham, whom the providence of God has placed amongst the
children of poverty, and cut off from the advantage of a



learned education. You are not disciples of the wise, nor the

great men of the time, nor heads of synagogues, nor almoners,
nor even schoolmasters. You are quite shut out from these

classes whom your Tahnudical doctors favour so highly. See,

then, in the above passages, what the Talmud says of your-
selves, your wives, and daughters ? Can you believe that this

is the law of the God of Israel ? Can you think for one

moment, that these doctors knew " the old paths,"
" the good

way ?" If 'you do we must assure you that we cannot. We
rather find it in that book, which says,

" Blessed is the man
that considereth the poor and needv." (Psalm xli. 1.) And in

that other book, which speaks in tie same spirit, and says that
" God hath chosen the foolish things of this world to confound
the wise

;
and the weak things of this world to confound the

things which are mighty, and base things of the world, and

things which are not, to bring to nought things that are ; that

no flesh should glory in his presence. (1 Cor. i. 27, 28 x

No. II.

IMPLICIT FAITH NOT DUE TO THE RABBIES.

IT appears from the undisguised acknowledgments of the

New Testament, that the doctors and rabbies of the Jews, the

Pharisees, and scribes, were the implacable enemies of Jesus

of Nazareth, and that they were the main instruments in effect-

ing his death. The modern Jews consider this fact as a suffi-

cient apology for their rejection of his claims to the Messiahship.

They take it for granted that the great and learned men of

that day were also good men, and that they had valid reasons

for their conduct. They think if Jesus of Nazareth had been
the true Messiah, that the Sanhcdrin, the great Jewish council

of the time, would have acknowledged him, and conclude that,

as they rejected him, he cannot be the true Messiah. The
New Testament, on the contrary, accounts for their unbelief by
plainly telling us, that they were bad men ; and that they were
enemies to the Lord Jesus, because he told them the truth, and

exposed their hypocrisy. Now. which of these two representa-
tions accords with the truth ? Were the scribes and Pharisees,
those great advocates of the oral law, nD b372C7 min
good men or bad men ? The readers of our first number will

be in some degree qualified to answer this question. Could
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those be good men who profanely talked of the lawfulness of

killing an unlearned man, and who contemptuously compared
the wives and daughters of the unlearned to " vermin and
beasts ?" If they could talk with levity of "

rending like a
fish

"
an unlearned man, one of their own brethren who had

never done them any harm, what were they likely to do with
one who exposed their wickedness, and boldly told them that

they by their traditions made void the law of God ? The very
fact, that Jesus of Nazareth was put to death by such men, is

presumptive evidence, that he was a good man, and that his

claims were just. But, however that be, it is worth while to

inquire into the charges which the New Testament brings

against these learned men, and to see whether they are sub-

stantiated by the memorials of their character and spirit, which

they themselves have left us in their laws. One of the charges

preferred against them is, that they were ambitious men, co-

vetous of worldly honour, and loving the pre-eminence.
" But

all their works they do to be seen of men ; they make broad

their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their garments.
And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in

the synagogues, and greetings in the markets, and to be called

of men, Rabbi, Rabbi." (Matt, xxiii. 5 7.) Now, is this

charge true ? Does the oral law justify this assertion, or does

it prove, on the contrary, that the enemies of Jesus were

humble, pious men, whose piety serves as a warrant for the

uprightness of their conduct in their treatment of the Lord
Jesus ? Let the reader judge from the following laws which
these men framed with respect to themselves. In the first

place they claim for themselves more honour and reverence

than is due to a man's own parents :

sin -p ins-r-m VSM "naaa rmsa DTMQJ n
: "Oi vaN inv insroi im tiaaa

" As a man is commanded to honour and fear his father, so

he is bound to honour and fear his Rabbi more than his father;
for his father has been the means of bringing him into the life

of this world, but his Rabbi, who teaches him,wisdom, brings
him to the life of the world to come." (Hilchoth Talmud
Torah, c. 5.) This general rule is bad enough, but the par-
ticulars are still worse. " If a man should see something that
his father has lost, and something that his Rabbi has lost, he is

first to return what his Rabbi has lost, and then to return that
which belongs to his father. If his father and his Rabbi be

oppressed with a load, he is first to help down that of his

Rabbi, and then that of his father. If his father and his

Rabbi be in captivity, he is first to ransom his Rabbi and after-

wards his father unless his father be the disciple of a wise man
B 3
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(i.e., learned), in which case he may ransom his father first."

How fearful is this doctrine ! A man is to see his father, the

author of his existence, the guardian of his infancy, who has
laboured for his support, and watched over him in the hour of

sickness, he is to see this friend, to whom, under God, he owes

everything, pining away in the bitterness of captivity, and yet,
when he has got the means of restoring him to liberty and' his

family, he is to leave him still in all his misery, and ransom
the Rabbi ;

where is this written in the Old Testament ?

" Honour thy father and thy mother," is there the first com-
mandment that follows after our duty to God, and the first

movement of natural affection. But this Rabbinical doctrine

silences the voice of nature, and makes void the law of God.
What is the doctrine of the New Testament here ?

" If any
provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own
house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an in-

fidel." (1 Tim. v. 8.) The disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ

never claimed for themselves any honour like this. In the

passage just cited, they plainly declare that the first, in the

circle of duties to men, is the duty to our own flesh and blood.

And the only case in which the New Testament permits a

deviation from this rule, is that where the same exception is

made in the law of Moses, when love to parents would in-

terfere with love to God. " If any man come to me and hate

not his father and mother, and wife and children, and brethren

and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.''

(Luke xiv. 26.) Here father and mother, and kindred, are

put in one category with a man's own life, in order to show
that there is but one case in which the natural ties of blood

may be overlooked, and this is when the service of God requires
it. As it is also written in the law of Moses,

" If thy brother,
the son of thy mother, or thy son, or thy daughter, or the wife
of thy bosom, or thy friend who is as thine own soul, entice

thee secretly, saying, Let us go and serve other gods, which
thou hast not known, thou nor thv fathers Thou
shalt not consent unto him, nor hearken unto him, neither

shall thine eye pity him," &c. (Deut. xiii. 6 9.) And thus
the tribe of Levi is praised, because " He said unto his father

and his mother, I have not known him
; neither did lie

acknowledge his brethren, nor know his own children." (Deut.
xxxiii. 9.) But this Talmudical law is widely different. It

has no saving clause to show that the case specified is an ex-

ception to the general rule. It does not pretend to suppose
that the father is a bad man, or an idolater, or an apostate. It

specifies but one exception, and that is, where the father is
" the disciple of a wise man ;

"
otherwise, though he be a good

man, and a pious man, a loving and tender parent, still he is to

be disregarded by his own son, and the Rabbi preferred before
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him. Is it possible to doubt that the men who conceived,

sanctioned, and promulgated a law like this, had an eye to

their own personal honour and interest? Is it reasonable to

suppose that men who would sacrifice their own father to the

honour of their Rabbi, would be very tender about the life

of one who appeared, like Jesus of Nazareth, as an opposer of

their pretensions ? Or can the Jews, with the law and the

prophets in their hands, suppose that these men pointed to
" the old paths,"

" the good way ?
"

This is certainly not the

doctrine of Moses. He says :

: s Q3?n bs -IIDHI lawi vss nbn
" Cursed be he that setteth light by his father or his mother,

and all the people shall say, Amen." (Deut. xxvii. 16.)
But these men did not stop here. They were not content

with being exalted above father and mother. They did not

scruple to assert, that their honour was as sacred as that of

God himself:

K-no sbi mn Tnaa Vna TOD "jb

"Thou must consider no honour greater than the honour of
the Rabbi, and no fear greater than the fear of the Rabbi. The
wise men have said, The fear of thy Rabbi is as the fear of

God."

They endeavour to prove the validity of these extravagant
claims by such passages as Exod. xvi. 8,

" Your murmurings are

not against us, but against the Lord." But they have taken
for granted what they can never prove, and that is, that every
Rabbi is invested with the same office and authority as Moses.
But where, in all the law of Moses, is there any wan-ant for such
an assumption? Moses could with all propriety say, "Your
murmurings are not against us, but against the Lord," for he
held a Special commission from God, and had proved to the

people the
reality

of his commission by a series of miracles.

But this the Rabbies never pretended to do. In this dearth of

evidence the advocates of tradition flee for refuge to Deut. xvii.

8, &c. "If there arise a matter too hard for thee in judgment,
between blood and blood, between plea and plea, and between
stroke and stroke, being matters of controversy within thy

gates; then shalt thou arise, and get thee up into the place
which the Lord thy God shall choose; and thou shalt come
unto the priests, the Levites, and unto the judge that shall be
in those days, and inquire,, and they shall show thee the sentence
of judgment. And thou shalt do according to the sentence,
which they of that pkce which the Lord shall choose shall shew
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thee; and thou shalt observe to do according to all that they
inform thee ; according to the sentence of the law which they
shall teach thee, and according to the judgment which they shall

tell thee, thou shalt do
; thou shalt not decline from the sentence

which they shall show thee to the right hand nor to the left."

Here, say the traditionists, is a plain and unequivocal command.
No doubt, God here plainly declares what is to be done in a

difficult case. He commands the Israelites to go to the place
which the Lord God chose, that is, to the place where was found

the ark of the covenant; and to inquire, not of the Rabbies, but
of the priests, the Levites, and the judge tODItPH- But this

passage, instead of proving that " the fear of the Rabbi is as the

fear of God," proves the contrary. It supposes first, that the

Rabbies and learned men may differ in judgment, that there

may be a controversy, and consequently, that one party may be
in the wrong. It, therefore, effectually overthrows Rabbinical

infallibility. It shows that these learned men are, after all, only

poor fallible creatures like ourselves, and that, therefore, we are

not to fear them as we would fear God, nor reverence their dic-

tates, as the Word of God. It shows secondly, that in a case of

difficulty, the Israelites were not to appeal to the Rabbies, but

to the priests Q^3rO, and to the judge 122127, and even to them

only in the place which the Lord should choose. There is not

one word said about the Rabbies or the wise men, and, therefore,

this passage completely annihilates all their lofty pretensions.
For centuries the place which the Lord chose has been desolate,

and there has been no priest standing to minister before the

Lord. The Jews have thus lost all possibility of appeal. They
have neither ministering priest nor judge, and the Mosaic law
nowhere recognises the pretensions of the Rabbies. But some
Jew may say, that though this passage does not prove the

authority of the Rabbies, it does at least warrant the Jews in

persisting to reject the claims of the Lord Jesus, for that he was
condemned by the priests, and in Jerusalem, the place which the

Lord chose. We confess that this objection is plausible; but
can easily prove that it is nothing more. In order to this, we
ask the Jews, whether the above command to abide by the sen-

tence of the priests is in eveiy case, and without any exception,

binding ? To this question there are two answers possible Yes
and No. If they say No, then they admit that the priests might
sometimes be in the wrong, and we would, of course, take ad-

vantage of this admission to show that they erred in their judg-
ment on Jesus of Nazareth. They will then, most probably,

say, Yes; the sentence of the priests, the Levites, and the judges,
is in every case binding, and Israel is commanded not to deviate

from it, either to the right hand or to the left, upon pain of

capital punishment. We beg of them then to turn to the 26th

chapter of the Prophet Jeremiah, and to consider the case there
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set before them. We there find that Jeremiah had delivered a

message from God, very similar to our Lord's prediction of the

destruction of Jerusalem. "I will make this house like Shiloh,
and will make this city a curse to all the nations of the earth."

We find, further, that for this message the priests condemned
Jeremiah to death, just as their successors condemned Jesus of

Nazareth. "Now it came to pass, when Jeremiah had made an
end of speaking all that the Lord had commanded him to speak
unto all the people, that the priests, and the prophets, and all

the people took him, saying, Thou shalt surely die." We find,

further, that this sentence was pronounced
" in the place which

the Lord had chosen," in the Temple itself. "And all the people
were gathered against Jeremiah in the house of the Lord. We
find, further, that the sentence against Jeremiah was no rash
sudden act, but the deliberate judgment of the priests. For
when the princes of Judah came afterwards to inquire into the

matter,
" Then spake the priests and the prophets unto the

princes and to all the people, saying, This man is worth*/ to die,

for he hath prophesied against this city, as ye have heard with

your ears." Now, then, we ask again, whether the people of Israel

was in duty bound to abide by this sentence, and not to decline

from it, either to the right hand or to the left ? We fearlessly

reply, that they were not bound by this sentence, and that, if

they had executed it, they would have been guilty of murder, as

Jeremiah himself declares :
" But know ye for certain, that if ye

put me to death, ye shall surely bring innocent blood upon your-
selves, and upon this

city,
and upon the inhabitants thereof: for

of a truth the Lord hath sent me unto you to speak all these

words in your ears." We infer, therefore, that it was possible
for the priests, assembled in solemn deliberation in the house of

the Lord, to err in judgment, and to pronounce an unrighteous
sentence. We infer, further, that it was possible for the priests
so far to err, as to condemn to death a true prophet of the Lord.

We infer, further, that in such a case the people was not bound

by this mistaken judgment; but that it was their duty to decline

from it, both to the right hand and to the left. We infer, lastly,
that as the priests might mistake, and unjustly condemn to

death a true prophet, their sentence against Jesus of Nazareth
forms no more argument against the Messiahship of Jesus, than
the similar sentence just considered did against the true pro-

phetic character of Jeremiah ; and that it affords just as little

warrant for Jewish unbelief as the former sentence did for put-

ting Jeremiah to death.

But it may be asked, if the judgment of the priests was not

infallible, and if men were sometimes justifiable in refusing it,

what use was there in the above commandment to apply to

them in cases of difficulty, and to abide by their sentence ? The
answer to this is very simple. The priest that stood to minister
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before the Lord had it in his power, before the destruction of

the first Temple, to inquire of the Lord and to receive a mira-
culous answer from God himself, which answer was, of course,

infallible, and universally obligatory, without the possibility of

exception. We find in the Old Testament many instances in

which the Israelites availed themselves of this power, as in

Judges xx. 27,
" And the children of Israel inquired of the

Lord (for the ark of the covenant of God was there in those

days: and Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron,
stood before it in those days), saying, Shall I yet again go out

to battle against the children of Benjamin my brother, or shall I

cease ? And the Lord said, Go up ;
for to morrow I will

deliver them into thine hand." And in the history of David's

life, there are several instances of his employment of this mira-

culous power, as 1 Sam. xxiii. 4,
" Then David inquired of the

Lord yet again. And the Lord answered him and said, Arise,

go down to Keilah ;
for I will deliver the Philistines into thine

hand." In all such cases where the priest first inquired of the

Lord, his sentence was, of course, infallible, and the Israelites

were bound to abide by it. But where they did not inquire of

the Lord, their sentence was only that of fallible men, and,

therefore, not binding upon the consciences of the people. Of
this sort was their sentence upon Jeremiah. Being wicked

men, they did not choose to ask counsel of the Lord, but

S
renounced sentence according to the devices of their own
earts. In the case of the Lord Jesus Christ the priests could

not ask counsel of the Lord, for in the second Temple the Urim
and Thummim, and the ark of the covenant, were wanting ; the

miraculous power, therefore, did not exist, and for this very
reason the sentence of the priests, during the whole period of

the second Temple, was only fallible, like that of other men,
and, therefore, not binding, and consequently of no force as an

argument against the Messiahship of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The above passage, therefore, from the 17th of Deuteronomy,
is of no use to the Rabbinical Jews, it does not prove the

infallibility of the priests in the second Temple, and is still less

applicable for sanctioning the traditions of the oral law, and
the extravagant claims of the Rabbies. Having given this

passage the consideration it deserves, we now return to the

laws which the Rabbies have made in favour of themselves, and
for their own honour. We consider that the two passages of

the oral law already quoted, prove that the New Testament

gives a fair delineation of their character. When men, with-

out any warrant from God's Word, claim for themselves the same

degree of reverence which is due to God, it must be admitted
that they are vainglorious and wicked in no ordinary degree.
But it is possible to descend to particulars : For instance, our

Lord says, that these men " loved greetings in the market-
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places, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi." Xow one of

the laws, still extant, forbids a man, when speaking of his

Kabbi, to call him by name :

r vasa sbis Vyssi ina i:nb rrnpb -rabnb ib -nos
" It is forbidden to a disciple to call his Rabbi by name, even

when he is not in his presence." Another law, still extant,

prescribes the formula of greeting or salutation :

a^amaH? "p"ra vh& ^ "wns w ia->b aiba? irr* sbi

ib "iBiHi vasb nnia? sbs ntb nt nnnncn
: "a-i -pbs Biba? TQDI

" Neither is he to salute his Rabbi, nor to return his salu-

tation in the same manner that salutations are given or

returned amongst friends. On the contrary, he is to bow down

before the Rabbi, and to say to him, with reverence and honour,
Peace be unto thee, Rabbi" The Rabbinical Jews, who see

this, must not mistake us. "We do not consider it in anywise
sinful, but decorous, to treat a Rabbi with all due respect.
We should feel no

objection
ourselves to make a bow to a

Rabbi, and to salute him in the prescribed formula. But we
cite these laws to show that the New Testament gives a fair

representation of the Pharisees : for men, who could gravelv sit

down and enter into all these details of the mode in which

they were to be honoured, and then give out these laws as

divine, and, besides all this, call in the civil power to enforce

them, must have had no mean idea of themselves and their

own dignity. It must never be forgotten that these laws are

not the mere regulations of a religious community. When the

Rabbies had the power in their own hands, they enforced

them by civil sanctions. They were not satisfied with ex-

cluding despisers of Rabbinical authority from eternal life,

they prosecuted such before the tribunals, and sentenced them to

a pecuniaryfine and excommunication, as may be seen from the

following law :

nm Nan abisb pbn ib 7^ a^asnn nw nT2ttn bai

nw manna? ^D br *|N : nra mm -m "o bbsn sin
an* i2 cs snn abisb pbn ib

rvn ims j^arn . ma n^n
^amai Dips bsn ant vntfb ims

nrpn insb ib"2s D"-i2i2 asnn rw mnani . nsnb
. 'i3T ^n n^a ims j-nao

" Whosoever despises the wise men has no share in the world
to come. But notwithstanding this, if there come witnesses to

prove that he has been guilty of contempt, even in words, his
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sentence is excommunication, and the tribunal (house of judg-
ment) excommunicates him publicly, and everywhere mulct
him in a pound of gold, and give it to the wise man. He that

despiseth a wise man in words, even after his death, is to be
excommunicated by the tribunal," &c. We now ask the Jews
of modern times what they think of those who made their own
personal honour the subject of legislation, who required the
same reverence for their words as the Word of God, and who
dragged up him that refused it before a tribunal, had him
sentenced to pecuniary fine, and excommunication ; and, be-
sides all this, excluded him from the hope of everlasting life ?

Had such men any idea of liberty of conscience ?

NO. ni.

RABBINIC INJUSTICE TO WOMEN, SLAVES, AND GENTILES.

IF any of our readers should think that the design of these

papers is to represent the oral law as a system of unmixed evil,

we beg to assure them that they are mistaken. We are fully
aware that a system based on the law and the prophets, must
and does contain much that is good and worthy of admiration.

Of this nature is the general command to all Israelites to study
the law, which is as follows :

"
Every man of Israel is bound

to study the law. Whether he be poor or rich, healthy or un-

healthy, young or old, yea, though he live upon alms, and beg
from door to door, and though he have a wife and children, he
is bound to set apart a fixed time for the study of the law, by
day and by night, as it is written,

' Thou shalt meditate therein

by day and by night.'
" And again, the maxim, "

Every one
that is bound to learn is also bound to teach ;

" and that,
"
therefore, a man is bound to teach his son and his son's son,"

&c., is in accordance with the plain command of God, and is

therefore good. But the explanation and development of these

good principles shows that the system itself is radically bad,
and therefore cannot be from God. No one will deny that the

Rabbies are right in asserting the obligation resting on every
Israelite to study the law : but they are wrong in their

explanation of what the law is. Immediately after the above

good command, the oral law
^oes

on to say, "Every one is

bound to divide the time of his study into three parts : one-

third to be devoted to the written law ; one-third to Mishna ;

and one-third to Gemara :

"
so that the written law of God is

to have only half as much attention as the traditions of men.
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This is bad enough. But the Rabbles do not stop here. They
go on to say, that this third of attention is only required when
i man begins to study, but that when he has made progress,
he is to read the law of God only at times, and to devote

himself to Gemara.

bn^co bis DIN biz? Trrabn nbnra
sbi 2ro2H? mm Tiabb ib T-IS NTT sbi

irn^n sip*
1 no bsntp rmm Tnn piosb

man sba? "H3 nsnatpn -1211 aroaiz? mm
mm

" What has been said refers only to the beginning of a man's

learning, but as soon as a man becomes great in wisdom, and
has no need of learning the written law, or of labouring con-

stantly in the oral law, let him at fixed times read them, that

he may not forget any of the judgments of the law, but let him
devote all his days to Gemara." It is to be observed that "oral

law" is here taken in a limited sense, as referring to the ex-

positions
of the written law, or, as Rabbi Joseph Karo* explains

it, the Mishna ; and Gemara signifies the legal decisions which
are inferred by a process of reasoning, and to this third topic of

Jewish theology the Israelites are commanded to give the chief

of their time and attention, rather than to the written Word of

God.
The apparent excellence of the above command to study the

law is thus utterly destroyed by the Rabbinical exposition of

what is to be studied. And if we go on to inquire upon whom
this command is binding, the Rabbinical answer will afford just
as little satisfaction. When the Rabbies say, that "

every man
of Israel is bound to study the law," they mean to limit the

study to the men ofIsrael, and to exclude the women and slaves.

The very first sentence of the Hilchoth Talmud Torah is

i mm "nabna DTIES n^aapi nnasn c^an

"Women and slaves and children are exempt from the study
of the law." According to this declaration, women are not

obliged to learn. The following extract will confirm this

opinion, and at the same time show that there is no obligation
on fathers to have their daughters taught.

w b2H -OB? nb w* rnin mab ntt?s

-i2"i rmnsn bsi . mesa sba? "aeo crsn
rms^n ~ot3 TCSW ^H wnrsh vbs rmso

nb D"ysi laoo mns

Joreh Deah, sec. 246.



18 RABBINIC INJU8TICK

mm inn n D*TH

nan nwjno ]n sbs "rabnnb naroa
n^asn VIES . jrnn ni^as ^sa 'Man -nanb mm
. mbsvi rrro

1
? ibko min inn n naban bs

TaV Mb anaaiz? min bns ns bsan? rnma Mna
mabas w mab CHI nbnrob nrns

"A woman who learns the law has a reward, but it is not

equal to the reward which the man has, because she is not

commanded to do so: for no one who does anything which he is

not commanded to do, receives the same reward as he who is

commanded to do it, but a less one. But though the woman
has a reward, the wise men have commanded that no man
should teach his daughter the law, for this reason, that the

majority of women have not got a mind fitted for study, but

pervert the words of the law on account of the poverty of their

mind. The wise men have said, Every one that teacheth his

daughter the law is considered as ifhe taught her transgression.*
But this applies only to the oral law. As to the written law,
he is not to teach her systematically ; but if he has taught her,
he is not to be considered as having taught her transgression."

According to this decision, it is absolutely forbidden to teach

a woman the oral law ; and the teaching of it is looked upon
as the teaching of transgression nibfiW We cannot forbear

asking the advocates of the oral law, whether it does not here

testify against itself that it is bad. It declares of itself that it

is unfit for the perusal and study of the pure female mind, and
that it is as corrupting as the teaching of transgression. We
ask, then, can such a law be divine? Can it proceed from the

God of Israel, who hath said,
" Be

ye holy, for I am holy ?
"

What a noble testimony to the superiority of the written "W ord,

and to the justice of the Lord Jesus Christ's opposition to the

oral law! The oral law itself says, "He that teacheth his

daughter the oral law, is to be considered as if he taught her

transgression. He that teacheth her the written law, is not

to be so considered." With such a confession, we fearlessly
ask the sous and daughters of Israel, who then was in the right ?

Jesus of Nazareth, who opposed it, or the scribes and Pha-
risees who defended it?

But "the wise men" also forbid Israelites to teach women the

written law, and declare that women are not bound to learn.

For the prohibition they assign two reasons. First, they say
that God has commanded them to teach only their sons, in

proof of which they refer to Deut. xi. 19,
" And ye shall teach

* rffen. In the translation of this word we follow the interpretation of the

Joreh Deah, which renders it nr T31. This is obviously not the place to

discuss the other opinions of the Kabbies.
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them your children." In the Hebrew it is Q3^31 "yonr
sons ;

' and the rabbies infer C3Tn33 HM sbl>
" and

not your daughters.
" *

Secondly, they say, as we have
seen above,

" that the majority of women have not got
minds fitted for study," and in the Talmudf this is attempted
to be proved from Scripture. "A wise woman once asked
R. Eliezer, How it was that after the sin of the golden calf,

those who were alike in transgressions did not all die the
same death? He replied, A woman's wisdom is only for the

distaff', as it is written,
' All the women that were wise-hearted

did spin with their hands.'
"

(Exod. xxxv. 25.) We hesitate not
to say, that both these reasons are contrary to Scripture. We
do not deny that C3^32 signifies sons, but we utterly deny the

conclusion of the Rabbies, that because the masculine word is

used, therefore the women are not included in the command.
There is an abundance of instances in which the masculine word
0^22 is used for children generally, without any allusion to sex.

Take for example Exod. xxii. 23 (in the English 24), "And my
wrath shall wax hot, and I will kill you with the sword ;

and

your wives shall be widows, and your children D3N32 (literally

your sons) orphans.
" Here again the masculine word is used,

so that if the Rabbinical argument be valid in the above case,

it will be valid here, and consequently the daughters are ex-

cluded from this denunciation, so that the sons were to be

orphans, but not the daughters, which is plainly impossible. In
the same way we can prove that the daughters of Israel did not

wander in the wilderness forty years, for in Numbers xiv. 33,

it is said, "And your children QD'OS'i (literally your sons, and,

therefore, according to Talmudic logic, not your daughters)
shall wander in the wilderness forty years." The same logic
will also prove that during the three days of miraculous darkness

in Egypt, the women of Israel were left in darkness as well as

the Egyptians, for it is said all the children of Israel (b^bl
'Ss'ltZr ^32 > literally the sons of Israel) had light in their

dwellings. And thus also it might be proved that not one o*

the ten commandments is binding upon the women, for the

masculine gender is employed throughout. This logic, therefore,

is evidently false ; and we conclude, on the contrary, that as the

women are included in all these passages as they wandered

through the wilderness, and had light in their dwellings and
are bound to keep the ten commandments as well as the men, so

also they are included in the command, " Ye shall teach them

your children," and that, therefore, the command of the oral

law not to teach women, is contrary to the Word of God. But
we are not confined to argument, God has plainly commanded
that the women should learn as well as the men. " And Moses

* See Kiddushin, fol. 29, col. 2. t Joma., fol. 66, col. 2.
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commanded them, saying, At the end of every seven years, in

the solemnity of the year of release in the Feast of Tabernacles,
when all Israel is come to appear before the Lord thy God in

the place which he shall choose, thou shalt read this law before

all Lsrael in their hearing. Gather the people together, men and
women, and children, and thy stranger that is within thy gates,
that they may hear, and that they may learn Tlft

1^ 1377271 ,
and

fear the"Lord your God, and observe to do all the words of this

law." (Deut. xxxi. 10 12.) Here a most beautiful order is

observed, and required of women as well as men
; hearing

learning fearing keeping the words of the law God wills

that the women should fear him and keep his commandments
as well as the men; and therefore he wills that they should

make use of the same means, that
they

should hear, and learn

all the words of the law. The traditionists have, therefore, in

this case plainly made void the law of God. God commands
women as well as men to learn the law ; the Rabbies say they
are exempt from this duty. God commands that the woman
should be taught. It is plain, therefore, that the oral law,
which contradicts the written law, cannot be from God. The
command of God is so plain that it is unnecessary to enter deeply
into the second Rabbinical reason for the prohibition to teach

women the law. It is evident that God did not think that the

poverty of their understanding was any obstacle to their

learning his will. Indeed it has pleased Him to show that He
is no respecter of persons with regard to male or female, more
than with regard to rich or poor. He has not only given them
his law, but conferred on women as well as men the gift of

prophecy, so that the names of Deborah, Hannah, and Huldah,
must ever be remembered amongst the inspired messengers of

God. The Rabbies seem to have forgotten that "the fear of the

Lord is the beginning of wisdom," and that this fear may be

implanted by God just as easily in the heart of a woman as of

a Rabbi. But without inquiring further into their reasons or

their motives, suffice it to
say, that the oral law in thus robbing

women of their right and inheritance in the law of God, and in

degrading them to the same category with children and slaves,

is opposed to the plain commands of the written law. But not
so the New Testament. It exactly agrees with the Old in

considering woman as a rational and responsible being, and a

candidate for everlasting life. It, therefore, gives one general
rule for the education of children, male and female. " Ye fathers,

provoke not your children to wrath, but bring them up in the

nurture and admonition of the Lord." (Ephes. vi. 4.) It does

indeed prescribe modesty and subjection to the women in the

mode of learning, but in so doing it plainly points out their

duty to become acquainted with the will of God. " Let the

woman learn in silence with all subjection. But I suffer not a
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woman to teach nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be

in silence." (1 Tim. ii. 11, 12.)
In these and other passages the woman is placed in the

position assigned her in the Old Testament, and not in the very
subordinate rank imposed upon her by the oral law. " Women,
and slaves (2^t237) and children, are exempt from the study
of the law." But we think that this rule is as false with

regard to slaves as to women. Here the oral law says that

slaves are not bound to learn. In Hilchoth Avadim, c. viii.

18, we find that they are not to be taught.

: rmn 1122 ns inbb mwb -no

" It is forbidden to a man to teach his slave the law." But,

alas, the passage of the Word of God which forbids it, is not

referred to. It is only an inference from the passage,
" Ye

shall teach your sons ; but is evidently contrary to the whole
tenour of the law of Moses. In the first place, the Israelite

who had been sold by the tribunal, or who, on account of

poverty, had sold himself, was still an Israelite, and did not

forfeit, finally, his right to his inheritance in the land ; how,
then, could he forfeit his right to the law, which Moses gave
as " the inheritance of the congregation of Jacob ?

" The law
of Moses expressly provides a day of rest " for the man servant

and the maid servant," that they may not only have rest for

their bodies, but may have time to learn the will of God, and

provide for that eternity to which they are hastening as well

as their masters. Indeed, if meditation on the Word of God
was more necessary for one Israelite than another, it was for

the Hebrew servant. If he had been guilty of theft, and had
been sold by

1

the tribunal, he had special need of instruction in

the law of God to lead him to repentance, and to teach him his

duty for the future. If he had been guilty of no crime, but
had* been compelled by poverty to sacrifice his liberty, surely
he needed the consolation which the Word of God can supply,
to enable him to bear his hard lot with patience, and to prevent
him from murmuring. But here the oral law steps in, and

actually prohibits his master from teaching him ; and instead

of encouraging him in his leisure time to turn to the Word of

God as his refuge and his comfort, it tells him that he is not
bound to study it. Here, again, the New Testament is much
more like the law of Moses, which breathes, all through, a

spirit of the most tender compassion for those in servitude.

Moses commands the Israelites to remember that they had
themselves been bondmen in Egypt. The New Testament
reminds Christian masters that they have a master in heaven.
" Ye masters, do the same things unto them, forbearing

*

threatening : knowing that your master also is in heaven ;
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neither is there respect of persons with him." (Ephes. vi. 9.)
It also plainly teaches that the relation which exists between

believing masters and servants is, before God, that of brethren.
" And they that have believing masters, let them not despise
them, because they are brethren

; but rather do them service

because they are faithful and beloved, partakers of the benefit."

(1 Tim. vi. 2.) Yea, the New Testament lays down a general
principle, the very opposite of that, that " women, and slaves,
and children are exempt from the study of the law." It says," There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor
free, there is neither male nor female, for ye are all one in Christ

Jesus." (Gal. iii. 28.) It does not dispense men from their

relative duties, nor deprive any of their legitimate privileges,
but teaches that for all, Jew or Greek, bond or free, male or

female, there is but one way of salvation. Very different is

the doctrine of the oral law. "We have seen that it makes
a grand distinction between male and female, bond and free, we
need not, therefore, be surprised if it make the line of demarca-
tion broader still between Jew and Greek.

sbs piosr sb . nrrB n^n mira
cm VTSS raaw VQ pi . -abn ^nba? rmso
nrrn mrr mi& -ma rossb "\rmra cs . binn

ps -m be? ibbr> . ijassb "rsia rnrs ns -iaib T"1-

jassb rvnsa rw$Vi m annb ]ms vn^a
is . rwsan bs bnp'o pis -12 irrr is sbs
is mina po^ csi . y-n^ sbi ^01^ sbi imtnn

ims Tizmsn ims ^DD . -121 tznn is

a^M bas nr b^ nn>

" A Gentile who employs himself in the law is guilty of death.

He is not to employ himself except in the seven commandments
that belong to the Gentiles. And thus a Gentile who keeps a

Sabbath, though it be on one of the week days if he make it to

himself as a Sabbath, he is guilty of death. It is not necessary
to add, if he appoint for himself a festival. The general rule is

that they are not permitted to innovate in religion, or to make
commandments for themselves out of their own heads. Either

let a Gentile become a proselyte of righteousness, and take upon
him the whole law : or let 'him remain in his own law, and
neither add nor diminish. But if he employs himself in the

law, or keeps a Sabbath, or makes any innovation, he is to be

beaten and punished, and informed that he is for this guilty of

death but he is not to be killed." (Hilchoth Melachim, c. x.

9.) This law is taken from the Talmudical treatise Sanhedrin,*

* Fol. J9, col. 1.
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where it is followed by an apparently contradictory statement,
" that a Gentile who employs himself in the law is as good as a

high priest;" but the contradiction is immediately removed by
the explanation which there follows, and says, that " law "

is to

be understood of the seven commandments of the Gentiles.

Now we admit liberty of conscience was not understood at the

time; and that it would be unjust to expect that the compilers
of the oral law (who were ignorant of, or opposed to, the New
Testament, where liberty of conscience was first plainly revealed)
should be at all elevated above the level of their own times.

But making this admission and apology for the men, we cannot

help saying that the law itself is bad, and cannot be from God.

Religion is a matter between God and man. The heart, the

conscience, and the understanding are all alike concerned.

Instruction out of God's Word is, therefore, the only means of

producing conviction. Entertaining these sentiments, we en-

deavour to compare the oral law with the Word of God, and to

convince its advocates that they are in error. We do not wish
to have the modern Jews confounded with the authors of the

system. Very many Jews of the present day are ignorant of its

details. Not having time to make the inquiry, they take it for

granted, that their forefathers were right in preferring their

own system to Christianity, and that they are bound to do the

same. But even those who are learned in the oral law, and
know its details, are not to be viewed in the same light as

the original compilers. They have received the system from
their forefathers, and view it through the medium of filial

affection and national prejudice. They remember that to the

Jews the law was given, and that the Jewish nation has been
the original instrument in God's hand to diffuse light over the

world; they have therefore hitherto taken it for granted that

they must be right. The narrow prejudices of Christians for

ages confirmed them in their views. But now circumstances

are different. Christians begin to understand the position in

which God has placed the Jewish nation, and to look forward to

their restoration to the favour of God as the time of blessing for

the whole world. Christians can now honour and estimate the

learning, the talent, and the constancy of those very Rabbies
whose system they consider as erroneous. Now, then, is the time
for the Jews themselves to inquire into those religious opinions,
which have been handed down to them, and to compare them
with the law and the prophets. We trust that many will admit,
that the laws which we have been considering are bad, and
therefore cannot be from God. Let them then remember, that
the originators of these laws are the men who rejected the
claims of the Lord Jesus Christ. If then these men were in

error in making these laws, they were in condemning Jesus ol

Nazareth because he opposed them ; and if the laws be bad, the
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Lord Jesus was right in opposing them. Yea, and where they
taught error He and his disciples taught the truth. The
Rabbies have taught constraint. Jesus of Nazareth and his

disciples have taught that fire is not to be called down from
heaven on those who differ from us

; that " the servant of God
must not strive; but be gentle to all men, apt to teach, patient,
in meekness instructing those that oppose themslves; if God
will peradventure give them repentance to the acknowledging of

the truth." (2 Tim. ii. 25.)

No. IV.

RABBINIC INTOLERANCE TOWARDS OTHER NATIONS.

THE Jewish deputies, when asked by Napoleon whether they
considered Frenchmen as their brethren, replied in the affir-

mative, and after quoting the Mosaic laws respecting the

stranger said,
" To these sentiments of benevolence towards the

stranger, Moses has added the precept of general love for man-
kind: ' Love thy fellow-creature as thyself.'"* And in the

authorized Jewish Catechism used in Bavaria, after the expla-
nation of the moral duties, we find the following question :

" Are these laws and duties, affirmative and negative command-
ments, binding with respect to a non-Israelite ?

" ANSWER
"
By all means, for the fundamental law of all these duties,

' Love thy neighbour as thyself,
'

is expressly laid down by the

Holy Scriptures in reference to the non-Israelite, yea, to the

heathen, as it is written,
' And if a stranger sojourn with thee

in your land, ye shall not vex him. But the stranger that

dwelleth with you shall be unto you as one bom amongst you,
and thou shalt love him as thyself: for ye were strangers in the

land of Egypt : I am the Lord your God.'
"

(Levit. xix.

33 35.)f These declarations are very explicit, and, as forming
part of public documents, highly satisfactory. The repre-
sentatives of the Jewish people in France, and the teachers of

the Jewish youth in Bavaria, declare, that in the scriptural

command,
" Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself," neighbour

means fellow-man, without distinction of nation or religion.
Where then did they learn this interpretation? From the

Transactions of Parisian Sanhedrin, p. 178.

t Lehrbuch dec Mosaischen Religion. Munchen, 1826, page 150.
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Talmud or from the New-Testament? The Jewish deputies

say, from the former. On the page cited above they add,
" This

doctrine is also professed by the Talmud. We are bound, says
a Talmudist, to love as brethren all those who observe the

Noachides* whatever their religious opinions may otherwise

be. We are bound to visit their sick, to bury their dead, to

assist their poor, like those of Israel. In short, there is no act

of humanity which a true Israelite is not bound to perform
towards those who observe the Noachides." The Bavarian
Catechism is more cautious. It makes no such bold assertion

respecting the Talmud. It only intimates that the oral law
teaches this doctrine, by subjoining

to the passage from Leviticus

the same extract from Maunonides, alluded to by the Jewish

deputies. The Catechism gives the extract a little more at

length, and as follows :
" We are bound in everything to treat

the non-Israelite, who sojourns with us, with justice and with

love, as we would treat an Israelite. Yea, we are even bound
to maintain him, as the Scripture teaches in the words, Thou
shalt give it to the stranger that is in thy gates, that he may eat

it.' (Deut. xiv. 21.) Our wise men have commanded us for the

good of society, even to visit the sick of the heathen, to bury
their dead, ana to deal out alms to them : for of our Creator it

is said,
' The Lord is good to all ; and his tender mercies are over

all his works.' (Psalm cxlv. 9.) (Maimonid. Hilchoth Melachim,
10, 12.)"
No doubt the passage as here given, both by the French

deputies and the Bavarian Catechism, is very plausible ; and if

it could be found verbatim, either in the Talmud or any of its

compendiums, would go far to justify the bold assertion of the

former, and the cautious insinuation of the latter. But unfortu-

nately the original passage is very different. In the above

citations, it is mutilated m order to suit the purpose of the
citers. In the Jad Hachasakah it stands as follows :

731

jnvnnb VIISB i:s sintz? . b-iHP3 n^-ron
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* We quote the passage at we find it. Noachides is here taken for the serea
commandment* of tbe children of Noah, contrary to the usual acceptation of the
word.

C
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"And thus it appears to me, that the proselytes allowed to

tojourn are to be treated with the same courtesy and bene-

volence as the Israelites ; for behold, we are commanded to

maintain them, as it is written,
' Thou shalt give it to the

stranger (proselyte) that is in thy gates, that he may eat it.'

As to that saying of our wise men not to return their salute,

it refers to the Gentiles, not to the proselyte allowed to sojourn.
But even with regard to the heathen, the wise men have
commanded us to visit their sick, and to bury their dead
with the dead of Israel, and to feed their poor along with the

poor of Israel, FOR THE SAKE OF THE WAYS OF PEACE :

for it is written,
' The Lord is good to all, and his mercies

are over all his works
; and again,

' Her ways are ways of

pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.'
"

(Prov. iii. 17.)
The reader will observe that there are several striking dif-

ferences between this translation and that of the Bavarian
Catechism ; and these differences prove that, by the word
"
neighbour," the oral law does not understand a fellow-man

without any regard to his religious opinions. First, the

Bavarian Catechism says,
" We are bound in everything to treat

the non-Israelite who sojourns with us with justice and with

love, and as we would treat an Israelite." The original says,
" And thus it appears to me, that the proselytes allowed to so-

journ are to be treated with the same courtesy and benevolence

as the Israelites." The Bavarian Catechism translates this

passage as it if were the undisputed law of Israel thus to act ;

whereas Maimonides only offers his own opinion. He says,
" It

appears to me." Here the French deputies represent the matter
more accurately, by saying,

" We are bound, says a Talmudist."

Not the Talmud, but a Talmudist. Then, again, the Bavarian
Catechism speaks generally of " non-Israelites.

" Maimonides

speaks of only one particular class, the proselytes who had

permission to sojourn in the land of Israel. That we do not

misrepresent Maimonides' meaning, is plain from the words of

the Jewish deputies, who also restrict the sense to that one

particular class. " We are bound, says a Talmudist, to love as

brethren all those who observe the Noachides, whatever their

religious opinions may otherwise be.
"

Here, then, on the

showing of the Jewish deputies themselves, the Talmud does

not teach that all men are to be loved as brethren, but only
those who keep the seven commandments of Noah. How.
then, are we to regard the idolater and the heathen, who have
not embraced these seven commandments, and how are we
to treat them ? This leads us to notice,

2dly, The important omission made by the Bavarian
Catechism. In citing the words of Maimonides, the compilers
have omitted the whole sentence,

" As to the saying of our

wise men not to return their salute, it refers to the Gentiles,
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not to the proselytes
allowed to sojourn." To this sentence, the

French Jewish deputies have also made no allusion ; and yet
this sentence is found in the very middle of the passage quoted.
What goes before and what follows is quoted by both, but both

have with one common consent omitted this passage. Now this

mere fact of omission is, in itself, sufficient to excite the

suspicions of Israelites not acquainted with the oral law. The
Jewish deputies in Paris, and the compilers of the Jewish Cate-

chism in Bavaria, had one common object they wished to

prove, or to intimate, that the Talmud teaches us to love as

ourselves all our fellow-men, without any respect to religious
differences. In order to prove this, they both refer to one and
the same passage and from the middle of that passage they
both omit one important sentence. What conclusion will be
drawn by any man of common understanding ? Just this, that

as they both quote one and the same passage, there mxist be a

great scarcity of proof from the Talmud : and that, as they both
make the same omission, the sentence omitted must be un-

favourable to that proof ; and that, therefore, this one passage
does not prove that the Talmud teaches any such doctrine.

Such is the conclusion to which we are led by considering the

facts of the case. An examination of the omitted passage will

show that this conclusion is most just
" As to the saying of

our wise men, not to return their salute, it refers to the

Gentiles, not to the proselytes allowed to sojourn." Had this

passage been inserted in its place, the Bavarian Catechism
could not have been translated itt^n "H2 (sojourning pro-

selytes)
"
non-Israelites," for from this passage it appears that

these sojourners are different from the "
Gentiles," whose

salute is not to be returned. In plain English, this passage
restricts " the

courtesy
and benevolence" to those proselytes

who, by taking upon them the seven commandments of Noah,
obtained the privilege of sojourning in the land of Israel ; and

consequently excludes " the Gentiles" and consequently dis-

proves the assertion that the Talmud teaches us to love as

ourselves all our fellow-men without any respect to religious
differences. On the contrary, this passage tells us that the
salutation of the Gentiles is not to be returned. It prescribes
two different lines of conduct to be pursued towards different

religionists, and makes the difference of religious persuasion
the basis of the rule. But some readers may say, that the

difference is very small that the command " not to return the

salute of the Gentiles," is a mere matter of etiquette whereas
the command to visit the sick of the Gentiles, to bury their

dead, and to feed their poor ;
is a substantial kindness. This

we should admit, if the reason assigned for such conduct,
" for

the sake of the ways of peace," did not utterly remove all the

apparent kindness. And this brings us to

C 2
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The third misrepresentation of the Bavarian Catechism. It

translates the words cibtt? "Oil ^2SE (for the sake of the

ways of peace)
" for the good of society." Here, then, there is

an evident difference between us. But who is right ? We do
not ask the Israelite to believe us. Maimonides here refers to

another passage of the oral law, where this expression is fully

explained, and where the command " not to return the salu-

tation of the Gentiles" is also found. We will give this

passage, and then the unlearned can judge for themselves :

opba Q"i2
ova '^DN oaiban f^HWi . nibtf ^2-n
. cbisb Dibtz; nnb ^bsia ri nibo? *a-n ^aao can
ib nnb i2n ova D"i22 "naa b^ vrab 022^ sbi

Taiaai n*n neon nibu? ib nia pinn INSB

i:b -now on^bs no^pn bs-iKP TO? ^nta bns

rninoa
na ^22 11^23^ rniso

bap CHI ny >sb ib^cs "pnwa i2tz?<i sb
13. n? -nri

" The poor of the idolaters are to be fed with the poor of Israel

for the sake of the ways ofpeace. They are also permitted to

have part of the gleaning, the forgotten sheaf, and the corner

of the field, for the sake of the ways ofpeace. It is also lawful

to ask after their health, even on their feast-day, for the sake of
the ways ofpeace ; but never to return (literally, reiterate) the

salutation, nor to enter the house of an idolater on the day of

his festival to salute him. If he be met in the street, he is to

be saluted in a low tone of voice, and with a heavy head. But
all these things are said only of the time that Israel is in

captivity among the nations, or that the hand of the idolaters is

strong upon Israel. But when the hand of Israel is strong upon
them, we areforbidden to suffer an idolater amongst us, even so

much as to sojourn incidentally, or to pass from place to place
with merchandize. He is not to pass through our land until he
take upon him the seven commandments given to the children

of Noah, for it is said '

They shall not dwell in thy land,'

(Exod. xxiii. 33,) not even for an hour. But if he take upon
himself the seven commandments, then he is a proselyte

permitted to sojourn (2C7in 12)." Hilchoth Accum, c. x. 5 &c.
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This is the passage alluded to, and the reader may now
judge whether the words,

" For the sake of the ways of peace,"
can be interpreted as the Bavarian Catechism renders them,

" for

the good of society." If so, then " the good of society" is to be
consulted only whilst the Jews are in captivity, and the

Gentiles have got the power : but as soon as the Jews get the
the power,

" the good of society
"
may safely be disregarded.

The meaning plainly is, that in the present position of affairs it

is advisable to keep the peace between Jews and Gentiles,
inasmuch as the Gentiles are at present the strongest. Now,
then, it is expedient to visit the sick, and feed the poor, and

bury the dead of the Gentiles, for this will promote that object ;

but when the tables are turned, and the Gentiles are the

weakest, there will be no necessity
" for the ways of peace," or,

as the Bavarian Catechism has it,
" for the good of society."

In is plain, therefore, that the passage cited by the French

deputies and the Bavarian Catechism, does not answer the

Purpose
for which it is cited. It does not prove that the

almud teaches us to love our fellow-men as ourselves, what-
ever be their religious opinions. On the contrary, it teaches

that a wide distinction is to be made between one class of

religionists and another : and that if men be idolaters, we are

to show them no kindness, except for fear of the consequences
that might result from betraying our real sentiments. When,
therefore, the Jewish deputies and the compilers of the

Bavarian Catechism asserted the true explanation of the Mosaic

command, " Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself," it is

plain that they had not learned it from the Talmud, but some-
where else. We hesitate not to say, that they learned it from
the New Testament, for there it is taught plainly, repeatedly,
and without any reservation. A certain lawyer once asked

Jesus of Nazareth,
" Who is my neighbour ? And Jesus

answering, said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to

Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his

raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half

dead. And by chance there came down a certain priest that

way ; and when he saw him he passed by on the other side.

And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came
and looked on him, and passed by on the other side. But
a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was ;

and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, and went to

him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and
set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took

care of him. And on the morrow when he departed, he took

out two-pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him,
Take care of him ;

and whatsoever thou spendcst more, when I

come again, I will repay thee. Which now of these three,

thinkest thou, was neighbour to him that fell among the
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thieves ? And he said, He that showed mercy on him. Then
said Jesus unto him, Go thou and do likewise." (Luke x. 29,

&c.) Here then the Lord Jesus Christ teaches us that we are

to show kindness even to an idolater, for that even he is

included in the class specified by the word "
neighbour."

Jesus of Nazareth makes no limitation " for the sake of the

ways of peace," but gives a general command. And he appears
to have selected this case of a man lying half dead, in order to

contrast it with a similar case supposed in the oral law.
" If a Gentile, and idolater, be seen perishing, or drowning in

a river, he is not to be helped out. If he be seen near to death,
he is not to be delivered. But to destroy him by active means,
or to push him into a pit, or such-like things, is forbidden, as he
is not at war with us."

* The Lord Jesus does not say that the

man who went down from Jerusalem to Jericho was an idolater.

He only says,
" a certain man." But he evidently intimates

that he was such, for if he had been a Jew, the priest and the

Levite would not have passed him without rendering assistance.

As he was only an idolater, according to the oral law, the priest
and the Levite were not simply not to blame in leaving him to

his fate, but were obeying a command. They saw him perish-

ing near to death. They did not use any violence to accelerate

it. They only looked at him, and left him to perish. So far,

then, the lawyer who asked the question thought that the priest
and Levite were in the right. But then the Lord Jesus introduces

a Samaritan, whom the oral law also looks upon as an idolater,
and showing how he acted, he appeals to the plain common
sense of the questioner,

" Which of these three was neighbour
to him that fell among thieves ?

" And the lawyer is compelled
to acknowledge,

" He that showed mercy." We make a similar

appeal to the advocates of the oral law. We ask, which is, the
oral law or the New Testament, the most like the law of God ?

The oral law forbids you to help a poor dying fellow-creature in

his hour of need, because he is an idolater. It commands you to

stifle the natural instinct of the human heart, which is indeed
the voice of the God of nature to behold the agonizing
struggles, and hear the heartrending cries of a drowning fellow-

sinner, and yet when you have it in your power to snatch him
from the jaws of death, and from that everlasting destruction

which awaits him, to leave him to his fate, without help and
without pity. The New Testament, on the contrary, tells you,
that though, by his idolatry, he has incurred the wrath of God,

yet he is your neighbour that it is your duty to help him, and

by that very help to endeavour to lead him to the truth.

Which then agrees with the law of God ? We are quite sure

that the language of your heart is, the New Testament is right.

Hilchotb Accum, c. z. 1.
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The oral law is wrong. Your brethren in France and Bavaria
have already proclaimed that opinion to the world. In the

answer of the Jewish deputies to Napoleon and in the Bavarian

Catechism, they have said,
" that we are to love our fellow-

creature as ourselves," whatever be his religion. They have
thus made an involuntary acknowledgment of the superiority of

the New Testament, and of the benefit which it has been to the

world. Just suppose, for a moment, that the scribes and
Pharisees had succeeded in extirpating the doctrine of Jesus of

Nazareth, what would have been the consequence to you and to

the world ? Had the doctrines of Jesus
perished,

the oral law
would have had an undisturbed and universal domination, for

the Karaites have always been few in number, and have never
exerted any influence on mankind at large. The Jews in

France, Bavaria, as well as in England and elsewhere, would all

have known the law only according to the oral interpretation,
and consequently would not have understood the command,
" Thou shalt love they neighbour as thyself." They would still

have held the fearful doctrine, that a perishing idolater was not
to be helped. They would, moreover, have had none but
idolaters around them, for all the knowledge of God that

prevails amongst us Gentiles comes from Jesus of Nazareth.
Jew and Gentile, then, would have lived " hateful and hating
each other." You may think, perhaps, that some mighty spirit
would have burst the chains of tradition, and reasserted, the

simple truth of God. But such an event is altogether beyond
the limits of probability. One of the mightiest intellects that

ever dwelt in a tenement of clay was that of Moses, the son of

Maimon
; a man whose learning and industry were equal to his

genius. If ever there was a Jew, who was likely to overcome
the prejudices of tradition, it was he. And yet with all his

genius and all his opportunities, he never was able to arrive at

the true sense of the command which we have just considered.

The atrocious passages, which we have above discussed, are all

taken from his compendium of the oral law. You are indebted,

then, to Jesus of Nazareth for your deliverance from this foul

error. With respect to your duty to your neighbour, your own
brethren in France and Bavaria confess, that you are right u
you follow Jesus of Nazareth, and that you are wrong if you
follow those who rejected him. Remember, then, that your
duty to your neighbour is half of the whole law of God, and
examine whether the Christians, who are confessedly right
in the second table of the law do not, also, possess the truth

respecting the first.
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NO. V.

TALMUDIC INTOLERANCE CONTRASTED WITH THE CHARITY OF
THE BIBLE.

ANY one who considers the circumstances of the Jewish people
after the desolation of the first temple, will be inclined to make

great
allowances for the spirit of the Rabbinical laws

against
idolaters. Idolatry was not to them a mere system of religious
error. It was the source of all their misfortunes; and idolaters

were the destroyers of their country the desolaters of their

temple and their own most cruel and tyrannical oppressors.

Scarcely had they emerged from the horrors of the Babylonish
captivity, when they were exposed to the insults and outrages as

well as the persecutions of Antiochus ; and hardly had they re-

covered from the havoc of his fury, before they were overrun

by the fierce and haughty Romans, who were at last the

executioners of the wrath of the Almighty. They not only saw
the abominations of idolatry, but they felt the hard hand of the

idolater; no wonder, then, if they hated the man as well as the

system. In the Hilchoth Rotzeach there is a law which amply
illustrates the misery oftheir situation, and the habitual treatment

which they received from idolaters. According to this law,
" It

is forbidden to a Jew to be alone with Gentiles, for they are

suspected of shedding blood; neither is a Jew to join company
with them in the way ;

if he meet a Gentile, he is to cause him
to pass on his right hand (that the Jew, as the commentary says,

may be able to defend himself, in case the Gentile should make
an attempt on his life) ;

if they be ascending a height, or going
down a descent, the Jew is not to be below and the Gentile

above him
; but the Jew above and the Gentile below, lest he

should fall upon him to kill him ; neither is he to stoop down
before him, lest he should break bis skull." What an affecting

picture does this present of the Jews under heathen domination ;

and who can wonder if such treatment called forth the natural

feelings of the human heart, and dictated laws in the same fierce

and merciless spirit ? We, for our part, are quite ready to admit
and to deplore the mighty provocations, which roused the spirit
of retaliation in the Rabbies, and consequently, to make all due
allowance for the men. But that is not the question before us.

We are inquiring whether their religious system, the oral law,
is or is not from God, and whether this religious system teaches

Jews to love all their fellow-men as themselves? We have
shown that the evidence adduced on this point by the French
and Bavarian Jews, proves the

contrary; and is therefore,

nothing to the purpose. But we do not wish to rest the decision

upon such limited proof, even though it be strong; we are
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willing to look at the whole system, and to compare it with the
law and the prophets, which we all admit as divine authority.
We say, then, that the Talmud not only does not teach us to

love all our fellow-men, but that it puts idolaters altogether
without the pale of humanity. We have seen already that it for-

bids its followers to save the life of a perishing idolater. But it

goes farther still, and extends this precept even to an idolater's

infant, which knows not its right hand from its left :

rmaa r? mn n p^vi N N-w m
Nbi nibtai D^MID bio n-rosb 72 nbtasip

-)2tra NTI mb^D b2N 0*133 rp-oan ns
" A daughter of Israel shall not suckle the son of a heathen

woman, because that would be to bring up a son for idolatry ;

neither shall she act as midwife to a heathen idolatress. But
if she should, it must be for pay, on account of the enmity (that

might otherwise be excited"). (Hilchoth Accum, c. ix. 16.)
What is meant by

"
pay, on account of the enmity," is fully

explained in the following passage, which forbids a Rabbinical

physician to cure a sick idolater :

rnssnb -IIDNB? "rob nns
IN jnn N-onn rrn CNI 12273 iVaw rnbtsi
eana b2N -13272 MS-IB n^s ni27 2>27in rrna?

: -IIDN

" Hence thou learnest, that it is forbidden to cure idolaters even
for pay. But if (an Israelite) is afraid of them, or is anxious on
account of enmity, he may cure them for pay ; but to do it

gratuitously is forbidden. Hence the commonest offices of

humanity are forbidden. But the Talmud goes further still,

and prohibits even the giving of good advice to these outcasts.

res? wn?n r NN N^T no^na

]nb

"
It is forbidden to give good advice to a heathen or to a wicked

slave. . . . Daniel was exposed to danger for no other reason

than this, that he advised Nebuchadnezzar to give alms, as it is

written,
'

Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable
unto thee.' (Dan. iv. 23, in English 27.)"

* A more striking
instance of the spirit of the Talmud can hardly be found. Ne-
buchadnezzar was the benefactor of Daniel, and had elevated

Hilchoth Rotzeach, c. xiL 15. See also Bava Bathra, fol. iv. col. 1., about
the middle of the page, inhere the punishment of Daniel is more fully discuMed.

c 3
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him from the situation of a captive to the first dignity of the

empire ;
and Daniel had not refused, but voluntarily taken upon

himself the duties and responsibilities of the king's chief ad-

viser. Under such circumstances, an ordinary reader of the

Bible would imagine that Daniel was bound by every tie of gra-
titude to his benefactor, of duty and fidelity to his sovereign, to

give him the best advice in his power. No, says the Talmud.
If the man be an idolater, gratitude, duty, and fidelity are out

of the question ; and because Daniel exercised those godlike

graces, he was punished. It appears, at all events, on the

Talmud's own showing, that Daniel was not a Talmudist. These
extracts seem sufficient to prove, that the Talmud altogether
excludes idolaters from all benefit of the command, " Thou shalt

love thy neighbour as thyself." The system which makes
it unlawful to save his life, to cure his sickness, to suckle his

child, to help his wife in the hour of nature's trial, or even
to give him good advice, can scarcely be said to teach us

to love all our fellow-men, without any regard to religious
differences. It may, however, be said, that the passages ad-

duced lead to this conclusion only by inference, and that none
of them expressly declares that an idolater is not our neighbour.
We shall, therefore, add a few passages where this is plainly

taught.

irs onrn D3a aaaw is 'on n

: nab sbi insnb '

anpnb sbi

"He that steals from a Gentile, or he that steals property
devoted to sacred purposes, is only to pay the principal : for it

is said,
' He shall pay double unto his neighbour.

1

(Exod. xxii.

8, English 9.) To his neighbour, not to devoted property. To
his neighbour, and not to a Gentile." (Hilchoth Genevah,
c. ii. 1.) The same decision is given with respect to the law
found, Levit. v. 20, in English vi. 1,

" If a soul sin. and commit
a trespass against the Lord, and lie unto his neighbour, ....
all that about which he has sworn falsely ; he shall even restore

it in the principal, and shall add the fifth part more thereto."

The oral law says

a^n I^HI npn ns nbrcn iiab rarcan

" He that sweareth to a Gentile must pay the principal, but is

not bound to add the fifth part (why not ?) because it is said,
1 and lie unto his neighbour.'

"
(Hilchoth Gezelah, c. i. 7.) So

that the reason here assigned why the Gentile is not to get the
fifth part in addition, is, because he is not a neighbour. In like

manner, in the llth chapter of this same treatise, which treats
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of the restoration of things found, it is expressly commanded to
restore whatever belongs to a Jew, because he is a brother

; but
to keep whatever belongs to an idolater, because he is not
a brother.

arcn 1Z2S327 nrcs ms bw-iD^b maw naran

' To restore to an Israelite anything that he has lost, is an
affirmative commandment, for it is said,

' Thou shalt in any
case bring them again unto thy brother."

"
(Dcut. xxii. 1.)

mnio rs 12137 via ma
pnno NVTO 'oen rrraB -iaw rrc "nn rmnnm
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"
Anything that a Gentile has lost is lawful, for it is said,

' With all lost things of thy brother's.' (Deut. xxii. 3.) And
he that restores it transgresses a transgression, for he strengthens
the hands of the wicked of the world. But if he restore it in

order to sanctify the Name, that they may think well of Israel,

and know that they are honest people, this is praiseworthy."
In these passages (and many more might be added if it were

necessary) it is plainly taught that an idolatrous Gentile is not
to be regarded as " our neighbour," or our brother. We think,

then, that we have fully proved that the Jewish deputies
in France, and the compilers of the Jewish Catechism in

Bavaria, did not learn their exposition of the command, " Thou
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself," from the Talmud

; neither

in the particular passage which they quote, nor from the general

principles of the Talmudic system. We have already stated our
belief that they learned that exposition from the New Testament,
for there it is 'taught plainly and repeatedly. We quoted, in

proof, a parable spoken by the Lord Jesus Christ. We shall now
add a few more passages in confirmation.

As to showing kindness to all our fellow-men, the New
Testament teaches us to make no exception with regard to

idolaters, or others who have not the same creed, but gives the

following general rules :
" As we have, therefore, opportunity,

let us do good UNTO ALL MEN, especially unto them that are of

the household of faith.
"

(Gal. vi. 10.)
" See that no man

render evil for evil UNTO ANY MAN
; but ever follow that which

is good both among yourselves, and TO ALL MEN. "
(1 Thess.

v. 15.)
" The Lord make you to increase and abound IN LOVE

one toward another, and TOWARD ALL MEN." (1 Thess. iii. 12.)
You observe that in these general rules the New Testament
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makes no reservation with respect to idolaters, or epicureans, or

heretics, or any other of those unfortunate beings whom the

Talmud outlaws from all the common charities of humanity. It

commands us to do good to all and that not to avoid enmity,
nor for the sake of the ways of peace, nor because we are

afraid, nor because we wish them to speak well of us, and to be

thought honest people, but because it is our duty. The New
Testament requires of its followers, not only to abstain " from
active violence

"
in injuring them, but to do active good in

assisting them, and the examples, which it proposes for our

imitation, are of the same character as the precepts which
it imposes upon our obedience. It sets before us Jesus of

Nazareth, whom the traditionists crucified, praying for his

murderers, and saying,
"
Father, forgive them ; for they know

not what they do
' and Stephen, his first martyr, interceding

for them that stoned him,
"
Lord, lay not this sin to their

charge." And Paul, whose feelings to those who differed from
him in religion are thus expressed,

"
Brethren, my heart's desire

and my prayer to God for Israel is, that they may be saved."

It sets before us the disciples of the Lord Jesus healing the

diseases of all who applied, without reference to their religious

opinions. (Acts xix. 11.) We repeat our question, then, which

system is according to the truth and the will of God, the

Talmud, or the New Testament ? Your brethren in France and
Bavaria have declared, by adopting the New Testament ex-

position, that it is right ; and by rejecting the intolerant

principle which pervades the oral law, that the oral law
is wrong. We trust that your hearts respond to their de-

clarations. But we do not rest the decision on the natural

feelings of the heart, we appeal to Moses and the prophets.
The question is, do the laws, which God gave respecting the

idolatrous nations of Canaan, apply to all other idolaters, and
under all circumstances ? The oral law answers this question
in the affirmative, and hence the source of all those revolting
laws which we have just considered. But the oral law is

wrong : 1st, Because it draws a general conclusion from a parti-
cular case, which is contrary to all sound reasoning. That
the command to destroy these nations was peculiar appears
from the command itself God does not speak generally of all

the heathen, but only of certain nations which he specifies
" When the Lord thy God shall bring thee into the land,

whither thou goest to possess it, and hath cast out many
nations before thee, the Hittites, and the Girgashites, and the

Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, and the

Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and mightier
than thou ; and when the Lord thy God shall deliver them
before thee ;

thou shalt smite them, and utterly destroy them ;

thou shalt make no covenant with,, nor shew mercy unto
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them." (Deut. vii. 1, 2.) Here the command is precise, and
is as much violated by extending it to those to whom God has

not extended it, as by refusing to execute it on those whom
He has here designated as the just victims of his wrath.

2dly, The oral law is wrong in this general application, for

it contradicts the written law God expressly distinguishes be-

tween these and the other nations "When thou comest nigh
unto a city to fight against it, then proclaim peace unto it.

And it shall be, if it make thee answer of pence, and open
unto thec, then it shall be, that all the people that is found

therein shall be tributaries unto thee, and thev shall serve

thee Thus shalt thou do unto all the cities which are

very far from thee, which are not of the cities of these nations.

Uut of the cities of these people, which the Lord thy God doth

give thee for an inheritance, thou shalt save alive nothing that

breatheth, but thou shalt utterly destroy them ; the Hittites,

and the Amorites, the Canaamtes, and the Perizzites, the

Hivites, and the Jebusites ; as the Lord thy God hath com-
manded thee." (Deut. xx. 10, 18.) In the first case God
commands mercy in the second, extermination. And if, as

in the first case, he commands merciful dealing even to a
nation at war with Israel, much more does he command it

towards those, with whom Israel is not at war.

3dly, The written law not only gives a general rule, but

lays down exceptions founded on certain principles.
" Thou

shalt not abhor an Edomite, for he is thy brother ; thou shalt

not abhor an Egyptian, because thou wast a stranger in his

land." (Deut. xxiii. 7.) Now the Egyptians were idolaters,

yet God commands the Israelites not to abhor them, and gives
a reason which will now apply to most nations of the earth
" Because thou wast a stranger in his land." Suppose, then,
that a Ilabbinist were to see an Egyptian drowning, is he to

show him mercy ? To say, No, will contradict the written

law
; and to say, Yes, will overthrow the monstrous fabric of

Rabbinic legislation respecting idolaters.

4thly, The general practice of the Israelites, as described in

the subsequent books of the Old Testament, directly contra
diets the oral law. We have seen already that the Prophet
Daniel did not hold the doctrine, that no mercy was to be
shown to an idolater. "When he knew of the judgment that

was about to descend on Nebuchadnezzar, he was deeply dis-

tressed. " He was astonied for one hour, and his thoughts
troubled him ;" and instead of leaving the idolater to perish,
he endeavoured to find means to ward off' the calamity The
prophet Elisha was of the same mind : when the idolatrous

leper came to him for help, he administered it, and, contrary
to the Talmudic command, he administered it gratuitously ;

and Gchazi, for acting in conformity to Talmudic ordinance,
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and making the idolater pay, was smitten with the leprosy.

(2 Kings v. 20.) In like manner, when the Syrian host was

miraculously led into Samaria, and the King of Israel pro-

posed to act as a Talmudist and smite them, the man of

God answered,
" Thou shalt not smite them ; wouldest thou

smite those whom thou hast taken with thy sword and bow ?

Set bread and water before them, that they may eat and drink
and go to their master." (2 Kings vi. 21, 22.) This answer
is important, as it not only furnishes an example, but exhibits

the principle, according to which idolatrous captives, not

Canaanites, were to be treated. The prophet appeals to the

general rule,
" Wouldest thou smite those whom thou hast

taken captive with thy sword and bow ? Even then, as they
are not Canaanites, they ought not to be smitten : therefore,
in this case much more, they ought to be treated with mercy.
We have still another instance of a prophet acting contrary to

the oral law, and in conformity with the New Testament in-

terpretation. The prophet Jonah once saw idolaters "
nigh

unto death," and ready to sink in the great deep, but he had

mercy on them, and pointed out the means of deliverance.

When he fled from the presence of the Lord, the mariners in

whose ship he sailed were idolaters ; for when the storm raged, it

is said,
"
They cried every man unto his god." In their anguish

they said unto him,
" What shall we do unto thee, that the

sea may be calm unto us ?" In other words,
" What shall we

do to save our lives ?
" Now if Jonah had been a Talmudist, it

would have been plainly not his duty to have told them, but
to have allowed the sea to rage on until the ship went to

pieces, and he had the satisfaction of seeing the idolaters go to

the bottom. This would have been an act of obedience to a

precise command, and could have made no difference to Jonah.

For, as to himself, there are two suppositions possible, either

he knew that the Lord had prepared a fish to swallow him, or

he knew it not. If he knew it, then he was secure of his own
safety, and would have known that the fish could find him out

just as readily if the ship went to pieces, as if the idolaters

threw him into the sea. It would, therefore, have been doubly
his duty to conceal from the idolaters the means of deliver-

ance. On this supposition, Jonah's counsel to them can only
be accounted for on the principle that he was not a Talmudist,
but considered it his duty to save the lives of perishing ido-

laters, even when nothing was to be feared or to be gained.
If, on the other hand, he did not know of the fish, he must
have expected a watery grave, whether the idolaters threw
him into the sea, or whether he waited until the ship went to

pieces. In this case, also, if a Talmudist, it would have been
his duty to have stayed where he was, and if he perished, die

in the fulfilment of the command, to show no mercy to ido-
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laters. But he did not he had compassion on them, and, to

save their lives, relinquished his only chance of safety, by
telling them to throw him into the sea. It is plain, therefore,

that Jonah was not a Talmudist. We have here, then, three

inspired prophets, Daniel, Elisha, and Jonah, all bearing a

practical testimony against the Talmudic principle, which
extends God's law against the Canaanites to all idolaters, and
under all circumstances.

Lastly, We have the testimony of the God of Israel himself.

He who gave the command to destroy the Canaanites on ac-

count of their exceeding wickedness, shows by his own deal-

ings with the world, that this ease is an exception to the

general rule, for " The Lord is good to all, and his mercies are

over all his works." He provides food and clothing for the

idolater, as well as for those who worship him in truth ; or,

as the New Testament says,
" He maketh his sun to rise on

the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and the

unjust." (Matt. vi. 45.) He, then, whose conduct most re-

sembles that of his Creator, is, beyond all doubt, the nearest

to the truth. The Talmud, therefore, is wrong, and the New
Testament explanation of the command, " Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself," is right. We ask the Jews, then, to

account for this fact, that Jesus of Nazareth was right, and
those who condemned him wrong, respecting one-half of the

whole law. And we ask, moreover, those Jews who abhor
the above Talmudic principles, how they can conscientiously

join in the synagogue prayers, which ascribe to the Talmud
"Divine authority ? We ask them why, at the very least, they
have never publicly protested against these enormities ; but
allow their brethren through the world to remain victims to a

system, which not only contradicts the written law of God,
but outrages all the better feelings of even fallen humanity ?

No. VI.

COMPULSORY CONVERSION OF THE GENTILES.

WHEN, at the close of the fifteenth century, the Jews were
driven out of Spain, some of the magnanimous exiles, who had

preferred loss of all things to a compulsory change of religion,
arrived at the frontiers of Portugal, and there sought an asylum.
A permanent abode was refused, and a temporary sojourn was



40 COMPULSORY CONVERSION

granted them on two conditions 1st, That each should pay a
certain quantity of gold for his admission

; and 2dly, That if

they were found in Portugal after a certain day, they should
either consent to be baptized, or be sold for slaves.* Now Jews
of every degree and shade of religious belief will agree with us,

that these conditions were most disgraceful to those who im-

posed them. To refuse gratuitous assistance to the poor and
needy, merely because they had been brought up in a different

religious faith, was utterly unworthy of those professing faith

in Divine revelation. To compel the unfortunate to choose
between loss of liberty or of conscience was the act of a fiend.

But now suppose that the Portuguese had endeavoured to per-
suade these poor exiles that their conduct, however base it

might appear, was commanded by God himself. Suppose,
further, that when called upon to prove that this command was
from God, they had confessed that no such command was to be
found in the written books of their religion, that it was only a
tradition of their oral law, do you think that the Jewish exiles

would have been satisfied with such proof, and submitted ?

Would they not, in the first place, have questioned the autho-

rity of a command resting merely upon uncertain tradition?

And would they not have argued, from the detestable nature of

the command itself, that it could not possibly emanate from the

God of truth and love ? We ask you then to apply these prin-

ciples to nD bs?2tP min the oral law. The Portuguese
refused to perform an act of humanity to the unfortunate Jewish

exiles, unless they were paid for it. Your oral law, as we
showed in our last number, forbids you

to give medical advice

to a sick idolater gratuitously. The Portuguese voluntarily
undertook to convert the Jews by force. Your oral law teaches

compulsory conversion as a Divine command. If the oral law
could be enforced, liberty of conscience would be at an end.

Neither Jew nor Gentile would be permitted to exercise the judg-
ment, which God has given him. His only alternative would be

submission to Rabbinic authority, or death. The dreadful com-
mand to kill, by any means, those Israelites who have become

epicureans, or idolaters, or apostates, is well known,f and suf-

ficiently proves that the oral law recognises no such thing as

liberty of conscience in Israel. It pronounces a man an apostate
if he denies its Divine authority, and demands his life as the

penalty. The execution of this one command would fill the

world with blood and horror ;
and recall all the worst features of

inquisitorial tyranny. Not now to mention those Israelites wrho
have embraced Christianity, there are in England, and every

part of Europe, many high-minded and honourable Jews, who
have practically renounced the authority of the oral law. The

Jost. volume rii. p. 91. t HUchoth Rotzeach, c. iv. 10.
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Rabbinical millennium would commence by handing over all

such to the executioner. Their talents, their virtue, their

learning, their moral excellence, would avail nothing. Found

guilty of epicureanism or apostasy, because they dared to think

for themselves, and to act according to their convictions, they
would have to undergo the epicurean's or the apostate's fate.

Such is the toleration of the oral law towards native Israel-

ites, but it is equally severe to converts. It allows no second

thoughts. It legislates for relapsed converts, as the Spanish

Inquisition did for those Jews who, after embracing Chris-

tianity, returned to their former faith and sentences all such

to death.

-mnb nm -p -ini .batai boi -i^arow na p
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" A Noahite who has become a proselyte, and been circum-

cised and baptized, and afterwards wishes to return from after

the Lord, and to be only a sojourning proselyte, as he was be-

fore, is not to be listened to on the contrary, either let him be

an Israelite in everything, or let him be put to death." (Hilchoth
Melachim, c. x. 3.) In this law there is an extraordinary

severity. The oral law admits that a Noahite, that is, a
heathen who has taken upon hi*nself the seven command-
ments of the children of Noah, may be saved. It cannot,

therefore, be said that the severity was dictated by a wish to

deter men from error, and to restrain them from rushing upon
everlasting ruin, as the Inquisition pleads. The oral law goes
a little further, and not only will not permit a man to change
his creed, but will not even suffer him to change his ceremonial

observances. Though the man should commit no crime, and

though he should continue to worship the one true God, in

spirit and in truth, yet if he only alter the outward forms of his

religion, modern Judaism requires that he should be put to

death.

But the tender care of the oral law is not limited to the
narrow confines of Judaism, it extends also to the heathen,

amongst whom it directs the true faith to be propagated by the
sword. First, it gives a particular rule. In case of war with
the Gentiles, it commands the Jews to offer peace on two condi-

tions the one that they should become tributaries, the other
that they should renounce idolatry and take upon them the
seven precepts of the Noahites, and then adds

ibnp sbi wbrcna? IN

73 v^iini rranba cnas ans rmsa
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" But if they will not make peace, or if they will make peace
but will not take upon them the seven commandments, the war
is to be earned on against them, and all the adult males are to
be put to death

; and their property and their little ones are to

be taken as plunder. But no woman or male infant is to be put
to death, for it is said,

' The women and the little ones
'

(Deut.
xx. 14), and here little ones mean male infants." (Hilchoth
Melachim, c. vi. 4.) Now what difference, we would ask, is

there between the conduct here prescribed, and that actually
practised by the Portuguese, at the period above referred to,

and thus described by a Jew :
* " At the expiration of the

appointed time, most of the Jews had emigrated, but many still

remained in the country. The King therefore gave orders
to take away from them all their children under fourteen years
of age, to distribute them amongst Christians, to send them to

the newly-discovered islands, and thus to pluck up Judaism by
the roots. Dreadful was the cry of lamentation uttered by the

parents, but the unfortunates found no mercy." Do you
condemn this conduct in the Portuguese ? Be then consistent,
and condemn it in the Talmud too. As for ourselves, we abhor
it as much, yea more, in those calling themselves Christians.

We look upon the actors in that transaction as a disgrace to the
Christian name, and the deed itself as a foul blot upon the

history of Christendom. But we cannot help thinking that,

dreadful and detestable as this mode of conversion is, it pleased
God in his providence to suffer wicked men thus to persecute
Israel, that the Jews might have a practical experience of the

wickedness of the oral law, and thus be led to reject such

persecuting principles. The Jewish nation rejected the Lord
Jesus Christ, and preferred the oral law. This law, not dictated

by a spirit of retaliation upon the Portuguese, but invented by
the Pharisees centuries before Portugal was a kingdom, com-
manded the Jews to convert the heathen by force, to murder all

who would not consent to be thus converted, and to take away
the children. And God suffered them to fall into the hands
of men of similar principles, who took away their children,

attempted to convert themselves by force, and sold for slaves

the Jews who refused to be thus converted ; so that the

very misfortunes of the nation testify aloud against those

traditions which they preferred to the Word of God. But

perhaps some Jew will say that this is only a particular

command, referring to the nations in the vicinity of the land of

Israel. We reply, that the command to convert the heathen by

* Dr. Jost's Geschichte der Israeliten, vol. vil. p. 93.
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force, is not particular, but general, referring to the whole
world. If the Jews had the power, this is the conduct which

they are to pursue towards all the nations of the earth.

ba n rob miaan 'sn ira-i nn ms pi
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" And thus Moses our master, has commanded us, by Divine

tradition, to compel all that come into the world to take upon
themselves the commandments imposed upon the sons of Noah,
and whosoever will not receive them is to be put to death."

(Hilchoth Melachim, c. viii. 4.)

Such is the Talmudic system of toleration, and such the

means which it prescribes for the conversion of the world. We
acknowledge that persons calling themselves Christians have
had an oral law very similar in its principles and precepts,
but we fearlessly challenge the whole world to point out

anything similar in the doctrines of Jesus Christ, or in the

writings of his apostles. The New Testament does, indeed,
teach us to seek the conversion of the world, not by force of

arms, but by teaching the truth. " Go ye, therefore, and make

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; teaching them
to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you."
(Matt, xxviii. 19.) In the parable of the tares and wheat, Jesus

of Nazareth hath expressly taught us that physical force is not

to be employed in order to remove moral error. The servants

are represented as asking the master of the "house, whether they
should go and root out the tares that grew amongst the wheat,
but the answer is,

"
Nay, lest while ye gather up the tares, ye

root up also the wheat with them. Let both grow together
until the harvest ; and in the time of harvest I will say to the

reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in

bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my bam."

(Matt. xiii. 24 43.) He tells us expressly to have nothing to

do with the sword,
" For all they that take the sword, shall

perish with the sword." (Matt. xxvi. 52.) And therefore the

apostle says,
" The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but

mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds."

(2 Cor. x. 4.) Here again, then, there is a great difference

between the oral law and the New Testament. The former

commands that the truth be maintained and propagated by the

sword. The latter tells us that " faith cometh by hearing, and

hearing by the Word of God." Which, then, is most agreeable
to the doctrine of Moses and the prophets ? We answer fear-

lessly, the means prescribed by the New Testament, for

1st, No instance can be adduced from the Old Testament, in
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which God commanded the propagation of the truth by the

power of the sword. The extirpation of the seven nations of
Canaan is not in point, for the Israelites were not commanded
to make them any offer of mercy on condition of conversion.
The measure of their iniquity was full, and therefore the com-
mand to destroy every soul absolute. Neither in the command
referred to by Maimonides is there the least reference to

conversion. It simply says,
" "When thou comest nigh unto a

city to fight against it, then proclaim peace unto it. And it

shall be if it make thee answer of peace, and open unto thee,
then it shall be that all the people that is found therein shall

be tributaries unto thee, and they shall serve thee. And if it

will make no peace with thee, but will make war against thee,
then thou shalt besiege it : and when the Lord thy God hath
delivered it into thine hands, thou shalt smite every male
thereof with the edge of the sword. But the women and the
little ones, and the cattle, and all that is in the city, even all

the spoil thereof, shalt thou take unto thyself." (Beut. xx.
10 14.) Here is not one word said about conversion, or about
the seven commandments of the sons of Noah. The command
itself is hypothetical,

" When thou comest nigh unto a city ;

"

and therefore gives no colour nor pretext for setting out on a
war of conversion,

" to compel all that come into the world."

As it stands, it is a humane and merciful direction to restrain

the horrors of the then prevailing system of warfare ; and

beautifully exemplifies the value which God sets upon the life

of man, whatever his nation or his religion. He wUl not suffer

it to be destroyed unnecessarily ; and even in case of extremity,
he commands the lives of the women and the children, who
never bore arms against Israel, to be spared. There is not a

syllable about forcing their consciences : that is all pure
gratuitous addition of the oral law, which turns a merciful

command into an occasion of bigotry and religious tyranny.

2dly, As God has given no command to propagate religion by
the sword, so neither has He given any countenance to such

doctrine, by the instrumentality which He has employed for the

preservation of religion in the world. He did not choose a

mighty nation of soldiers as the depositories of his truth, nor

any of the overturners of kingdoms for his prophets. If it had
been his intention to convert the world by force of arms, Nimrod
would have been a more suitable instrument than Abraham, and
the mighty kingdom of Egypt more fitted for the task than the

family of Hebrew captives. But by the very choice He showed,
that truth was to be propagated by Divine power working
conviction in the minds of men, and not by physical strength.
It would have beenjust as easy for him to have turned every
Hebrew captive in Egypt into a Samson, as to turn the waters

into blood ;
and to have sent them into the world to overturn
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Idolatry by brute force ; but He preferred to enlighten the

minds of men by exhibiting a series of miracles, calculated to

convince them of his eternal power and Godhead. When
the ten tribes revolted, and fell away into idolatry, He did

not employ the sword of Judah, but the voice of his prophets, to

recall them to the truth. He did not compel them, as the oral

law would have done, to an outward profession, but dealt with
them as with rational beings, and left them to the choice

of their hearts. Nineveh was not converted by Jewish soldiers,

but by the preaching of Jonah. So far is God from command-

ing the propagation of religion by the sword, that He would
not even suffer a man of war to build a temple for his worship
When David thought of erecting a temple, the Lord said

unto him,
" Thou hast shed blood abundantly, and hast made

great wars ; thou shalt not build an house unto my name,
because thou hast shed much blood upon the earth." (1 Chron.
xxii. 8.) Thus hath God shown his abhorrence of compulsory
conversion, and in all his dealings confirmed his Word, " Not by
might nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.*"

(Zech. iv. 6.)

3dly, God has in his Word promised the conversion of the

world*, but not by the means prescribed in the oral law. His

promise to Abraham was,
" In thy seed shall all the families of

the earth be blessed.
"

(Gen. xxii. 18.) Now this can hardly
mean that his descendants are to treat all nations, as the

Portuguese treated the Jews. The 72nd Psalm gives rather

a different view of the fulfilment of this promise. It promises
not a victorious soldier like Mahomet, but one " in whose days
the righteous shall flourish, and abundance of peace so long as

the moon endureth All nations shall call HIM blessed."

The prophet Isaiah tells us " that out of Zion shall go forth

(not conquering armies to compel, but) the law, and the Word
of the Lord from Jerusalem. And he shall judge among the

nations, and rebuke many people ; and they shall beat their

swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks ;

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they
learn war any more." Zechariah says,

" He shall speak peace
to the heathen;" and declares that the conversion of the world
will not be the reward of conquest, but the result of conviction.
" In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take

hold, out of all the languages of the nations, even shall take

hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with

em,
for me have heard that God is with you." (Zech. viii. 23.)

ere again, then, you see that whilst the oral law differs from
Moses and the prophets, the New Testament agrees with them.

Account, then, for this extraordinary fact, that whilst the
whole Jewish nation lost the great and glorious doctrine of

liberty of conscience, it has been preserved for you and for all
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mankind by Jesus of Nazareth. Just suppose that the prin-

ciples of the Talmud had triumphed, either amongst the Jews
or the Portuguese, what would have been the consequence to

the world ? If the Talmudists had attained to supreme power,
we should have had to choose between compulsory conversion

and the sword. If the Portuguese had attained to universal

dominion, both you and we should have had the alternative of

compulsory conversion or the fires of the Inquisition. In either

case, the noblest and most precious gift that the God of heaven
ever sent down to earth, liberty of conscience, would have been
extinct. But, thank God, the doctrine of Jesus of Nazareth has

triumphed over the oral laws of both Jews and Portuguese, and
the result is, that both you and we have the liberty of

worshipping God according to the convictions of our under-

standing and the dictates of our conscience. Behold, then, how
you are indebted to Jesus of Nazareth. "V\ ithout him you
would not have known religious liberty, either theoretically or

practically. He is right on this all-important point, whilst

those who condemned him to death and rejected his claims are

wrong. If he was not the true Messiah, but only a pretender,
how is it that God has made him and his doctrine the exclusive

channel for preserving the truth of his Word, and conveying
such blessings to you as well as to us Gentiles ? If the

Pharisees were right in rejecting him, how is it that God has
rewarded their piety by giving them over to such gross
delusions, and making them the transmitters of doctrines,
which would fill the world with blood and hatred and discord,
and make even the truth odious in the eyes of all mankind ?

For ourselves we cannot help coming to the conclusion, that

He who has taught us mercy and love to all men, and delivered

both you and us from such horrors and who, in doing this,

rose above all the doctrines of his nation and his times, was

taught of God, and is, therefore, the true Messiah, the Saviour

of the world.

Certain it is, that this doctrine has already been a blessing
to the world; and that until your nation embrace its principles,
at least on this one point of love and toleration, it is impossible
that the promised glory and pre-eminence of the Jewish nation

should come. With such principles as are inculcated in the

oral law, a restoration to the laud of your forefathers would be
no blessing. It would only realize all the legislative and

religious speculations of the Talmudists, and arm them with the

power to tyrannize over their more enlightened brethren. It

would be tiie triumph of tradition over the Word of God, and
that the God of truth will not permit. It would be to instal

the spirit of intolerance and persecution on the throne of love

and charity, and that God will not suffer. The Talmud is,

thus, a main obstacle in the way of God's fulfilling his promises
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to the nation, because it incapacitates Israel for the reception
or the right employment of the promised blessings. Is it not,

then, the duty of all Jews who desire and long for the
glory

and the happiness which God has promised, to lift up their

voice with power, and to protest against that system which

prevents the fufilment of God's promises; and by all lawful

means to endeavour to deliver their brethren from the bondage
of such intolerance ?

No. VII.

THE FEAST OF PURIM.

THE feast of Purim now at hand, recalls to the Jewish re-

collection one of those miraculous deliverances, with which the

history of Israel abounds. The narrative of the institution, as

contained in the Bible, is a signal proof and illustration of the

superintending providence of God, instructive to all the world,
but calling peculiarly for the gratitude and praise of the Jewish

nation, whose forefathers were then delivered. And it is much
to the honour of their posterity that they have not suffered the

lapse of more than twenty centuries to wear out the memory of

this great event, but that to this day they observe its anniversary
with alacrity and zeal. If the oral law simply contented

itself with commanding the observance and prescribing the

mode of worship for such an important season, we should have
no fault to find ; but the oral law claims for itself Divine origin
and authority, anathematizes any denial of these claims as

heresy, and sentences the heretic to death. We arc, therefore,

compelled to examine its pretensions, and to scrutinize its

features, in order to see whether they really bear the stamp ot

divinity. We have already pointed out some, that savoured
more of earth than heaven : the constitutions for the feast of

Purim may be traced to the same source. The following law

respecting the meal to be provided on this occasion did

certainly not come to man from heaven :

rrnso pm ->an brwrz? IT rnwo rain
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A man's duty with regard to the feast is, that he should eat



THE FEAST OF PURIM.

meat and prepare a suitable feast according to his means
;
and

drink wine, until he be drunk, and fall asleep in his drunken-
ness." (Hilchoth Megillah, c. ii. 15.) The Talmud, however,
is not satisfied with so indefinite a direction, but lays down,
with its usual precision, the exact measure of intoxication

required.

-TPM pa r-p S^T -TO hp-jiBa 'oiDa ayy
:."aTin

" A man is bound to get so drunk with wine at Purim, as not
to know the difference between Cursed is Haman, and Blessed
is Mordecai." (Megillah, fol. 7, col. 2.) But perhaps some
learned champion of the Talmud will fly to that sort of refuge
for destitute commentators, the parabolic language of the

orient, and tell us that this precept is not to be understood

literally but figuratively ; and that so far from recommending
intoxication, it means to inculcate excess of sobriety or devotion,
such abstraction of the senses, from all outward objects, as not
to distinguish between cursed is Haman and blessed is

Mordecai. This sort of defence is neither imaginary nor novel.

In this way Rabbi Eliezer's permission to split open an un-
learned man like a fish has been made to signify the spiritual

opening of the understanding, and of course the overweening
anxiety of the Rabbies to communicate instruction to the

ignorant. But however we dull Gentiles may be enlightened

by such an exposition, we much doubt whether the greatest
amhaaretz in Israel will believe the interpretation. The great
and learned Rabbies Solomon Jarchi and Moses Maimonides
have understood literal drunkenness, and have named wine as

the legitimate liquor. R. Joseph Karo has simply given the

command verbatim as it stands in the Talmud, but a note in

the Orach Chaiim shows, that some of the modern Rabbies
were not able to swallow such a command, and, therefore, say
that an Israelite does his duty, if he only drink a little more
than usual. The Talmud itself admits of no such softening
down, nor explaining away, for immediately after the precept
it goes on to propose an example and to furnish an illustration

of its meaning in the following history of the very Rabbi, on
whose authority this traditional command rests ;

. "Tin nna D'ms mwo 11337 win 'a-ii nan
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Rabba and Rabbi Zira made their Purim entertainment
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together. When Rabba got drunk, he arose and killed Rabbi
Zira. On the following day he prayed for mercy, and restored

him to life. The following year Rabba proposed to him again
to make their Purim entertainment together, but he answered,
1 Miracles don't happen every day.'

"
(Talmud, Tr. Megillah,

fol. 7, col. 2.) This history of one of the men who are au-

thorities for the above Talmudic command to get drunk, plainly
illustrates its meaning, and shows that the Talmud meant and
commanded its followers to drink wine to excess on this occa-

sion. It sets before them the example of one of the greatest
Rabbies committing murder in his drunkenness, and so far

from reprobating this sin, it gravely tells us that God inter-

posrd by a miracle to prevent the ill-consequences ; and that the

Kabbi, far from being cured of his propensity, or making any
declaration of his intention to amend, continued in that state

of mind, that his colleague found it imprudent to trust him-

self at his table. Now every body that is acquainted with the

Jews, knows that they are a temperate and sober people ;
and

because they are so, we ask them whether the abeve command
can be from God ? and whether they believe that the Talmud

speaks truth in giving the above narrative ? It says not merely
that men may get drunk with impunity, but that to get drunk
is an act of piety, and obedience to a command ! Here, again,
the Talmud is directly at issue with the New Testament,
which says,

" Be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess."

(Ephes. v. 18.)
" Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time

your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness,
and the cares of this life, and so that day come upon you un-

awares." (Luke xxi. 34.) The New Testament holds out to us

no hope, that if in our drunkenness, we should commit murder,
a miracle will be wrought in order to deliver us from the con-

sequences ;
but tells us, that " neither murderers nor drunkards

shall inherit the kingdom of God." (1 Cor. vi. 9, 10.) Now
which of these two doctrines is the most agreeable to the

revealed will of God ? How would you desire to meet death,
if death should come upon the feast of Purim ? Would you
wish the angel of death to find you, in obedience to the oral

law, insensible from overmuch wine ? or in that state ofsobriety
and thoughtfulness prescribed by Jesus of Nazareth ? Does not

the inward tribunal of the heart decide that Jesus of Nazareth
is

right,
and that the Talmud is wrong ? And does not the

Old Testament confirm the sentence ? Isaiah says,
" Woe unto

them that rise up early in the morning, that they may follow

strong drink ; that continue until night, till wine inflame them !

and the harp and the viol, the tabret and pipe, and wine are in

their feasts ; but they regard not the work of the Lord, neither

consider the operation of his hands. Therefore my people are

gone into captivity, because they have no knowledge ; and
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their honourable men are famished, and their multitude dried

up with thirst." (Isaiah v. 11 13.) And so Moses commands
the parents that should have a son " a glutton and a drunkard,"
to bring him to justice, and to have him stoned. (Deut. xxi. 20.)
The Talmud, then, manifestly contradicts the Old Testament ; it

therefore cannot speak truth when it narrates that God wrought
a miracle in order to save a drunkard and a murderer from that

punishment, which He had himself commanded to be visited

upon either of these crimes. The story of the miracle is there-

fore a palpable falsehood, contradictory to the law of Moses, and

derogatory to the honour of God. How, then, can the Talmud
be of God ? If you attempt to distinguish, as some do, between
the Talmud and the oral law, and say that though the Talmud
contains the oral law, yet it is not all inspired, then we ask,
how can you rely upon the testimony of a witness convicted of

wilful, gross, and flagrant falsehood ? If you do not believe in

the above miracle of the drunken Rabba, you denounce it as a
liar. If it lie, then, upon this solemn occasion in relating a

miracle, in handing down the law of God, how can you depend
upon it at all ? If it does not scruple to forge miracles, what
warrant have you for believing that it does not forge laws also ;

But suppose, which is far more probable, that Rabbi Zira,

when killed by Rabba, had not come to life again, would Rabba,
in the eye of the modern Jewish law, be considered as a mur-

derer, and guilty of death, or as an innocent person, who might
safely be permitted to go at large, and pursue his usual avoca-

tions ? This is a question well deserving an answer from some
of your learned men, and naturally suggested by some prin-

ciples asserted and implied in the following decisions of the

oral law :

nma r\ws msn nann nbann ns^-ip
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" The reading of the Mcgillah (the book of Esther) in its time

is an affirmative precept according to the words of the scribes,

and it is known that this is an ordinance of tine Prophets.
The obligation to read it rests upon all, men, women, and

proselytes, and manumitted slaves. Children also are to be
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accustomed to the reading of it. Even priests in their service

are to neglect their service, and to come to hear the reading of

the MegUlah. In like manner the study of the law is to be

omitted, in order to hear the reading of the Megillah, and a

fortiori all the remaining commandments of the law, all of

which give way to the reading of the Megillah : but there is

nothing to which the reading of the Megillah gives way,
except that particular class of dead person called the dead of

the commandment, who has none to bury him. He that

happens upon him is first to bury him, and afterwards to

mid." (Hilchoth Megillah, c. i. 1.) On this extract we have
several remarks to make, but at present we request the

attertion of our readers to the reason given why the reading of

the Megillah is more important than any of the com-
mandments. It is this. According to the oral law,

" the study
of the law is equivalent to all the commandments, and the

other commandments are to give way to this study." But ac-

cording to the passage before us, the study of the law is to

give way to the reading of the Megillah. The reading of the

Megillah, therefore, being greater than the greatest of the

commandments, is of course greater than all the inferior ones.

Now apply this reasoning to the above command to get drunk,
and you will prove that getting drunk at Purim feast is the

greatest of all the commandments. In order to get drunk, it

is plain that the study of the law must give way. The man
who cannot distinguish between " Cursed be Haman and
blessed be Mordecai," certainly cannot study, neither can he

bury the dead. The commandment, therefore, to which the

study of the law and the burying of the dead give way, must
be the greatest of all the commandments ; i.e., the getting
drunk on Purim is the

greatest
of all the commandments.

This conclusion, which inevitably follows upon Talmudic

principles, necessarily shows that those principles are false.

But that is not the object for which I have exhibited this

conclusion ; it is with reference to the case of Rabba above-
mentioned. Having got drunk according as the oral law com-

manded, and having thereby obeyed the greatest of the

commandments, and one to which all others are necessarily in

abeyance, was he guilty or innocent in having murdered R.
Zira ? It

certainly
seems a very hard case to condemn him to

death for an act, which resulted from his obedience to the greatest
of all the commandments. He might urge that he had a great
dislike to drunkenness that he had overcome his natural
aversion simply to satisfy the Rabbinical requirements that

by the time that he had arrived at the prescribed incompetency
to distinguish between Haman and Mordecai, he had lost all

power of distinguishing between right and wrong that, there-

fore, he had not done it with malice prepense ; what sentence,
D 2
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therefore, does the Talmud pronounce against a murderer of

this sort ? If Rabba was allowed to go at large, as would

appear from his invitation to Rabbi Zira the following year, a

repetition of the same offence was possible, a repetition of the
miracle in R. Zira's opinion highly improbable. Thus Rabba

might go on from year to year killing one or more with

impunity, and would be a far more dangerous neighbour than
" the ox that was wont to push with his horn." If, on the

other hand, he is to be punished capitally, then the oral law is

plainly not from God ; for obedience to the greatest of its com-
mandments makes it possible for a man to commit the greatest
of ciimes, and to subject himself to the extremity of punish-
inent. But we object, secondly, to the exaltation of a mere
human ordinance abate the Word of God. The reading of the
book of Esther at the feast of Purim, is no doubt a very
appropriate, and may be a very profitable exercise. But it is

confessedly of human appointment. It is of the words of the

scribes
;
the time and the mode are altogether Rabbinical

ordinances. Why, then, "are all the remaining command-
ments of the law to give way to the reading of the Megillah ?"

The priest was to neglect the service to which God had

appointed him, in order to obey a mere human institution.

And the Israelites to neglect the duties of love and charity, to

fulfil a mere ceremonial commandment. Here is a plain token
that the oral law is not from God, but is the offspring of

human invention and superstition. The human mind exalts

ceremonies above moral duties. God declares that all outward
observances are secondary.

" I desired mercy and not sacrifice,

and the knowledge of God more than burntofferings." (Hos.
vi. 6.)

" He hath showed thee, O man, what is good ; and
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to

love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God ? (Mic. vi. 8.)

And so the New Testament
says

in the very same spirit,
" The

first of all the commandments is, Hear O Israel : the Lord our

God is one Lord, and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, &c. This is the first commandment. And the

second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as

thyself. There is none other commandment greater than
these." (Mark. xii. 29 31.) The oral law, on the contrary,
tells us that " all the commandments, except the burying of

the dead, are to give way to the reading of the Megillah," to a

mere ceremony ; and that not even of God's appointment.
God prefers mercy before the sacrifices which He himself has

instituted. The Talmud prefers a human institution to all

God's commandments. A more striking instance of genuine

superstition, and a stronger proof of the human origin of the

oral law cannot be found.

The book of Esther appears to have been a peculiar favourite
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of the Rabbies. The reading of it takes precedence of all other

duties but one, and is considered as obligatory, even upon the

women, who are declared exempt from the study of the law.

It is true that it contains a very notable warning for disobedient

wives, and a striking instance of the deliverance of Israel by
the instrumentality of a woman ;

but when we consider that

the name of God does not occur once in the whole book, and
that the law contains the account of man's creation and fall,

the ten comandments, the deliverance from Egypt, and all

those events of primary interest to women as well as men, it

becomes of some importance to consider why the women, who
are not bound to study the law of God, are bound to read the

book of Esther. The authors of the oral law appear to have
attached uncommon importance to this book, as appeal's from
this circumstance, and still more so from the following startling
declaration of Maimonides :

btaa^b yvns Chiron bai ownarr
STT nm .-ino nba yin
rmn b rrobnai rmn

:nbwb ?>bfc2 *s ns
" All the books of the prophets, and all tte Hagiographa, except
the roll of Esther, will cease in the days of Messiah. But it is

perpetual as the five books of the written law, and the con-

stitutions of the oral law, which shall never cease." (Hilchoth
Megillah.) Some of the Rabbies say that this is to be taken

conditionally,
"
although they were all to cease, yet this would

not cease." But this still attributes a decided superiority to the
book of Esther above all the other books. What then is there in

it, that gives this book such a peculiar favour, and makes the

history of Esther more important than that of the conquest of

Canaan, or of the glory of Solomon, or of the restoration of the
house of the Lord ? Is there more devotion and piety to be found
in it than in the Psalms of David ? Does it contain more wisdom
than the Proverbs of Solomon ? Is there a sublimer flight of
Divine poetry, a more heavenly afflatus than in the visions of
Isaiah ? A more open revelation of the mysteries of the Deity
than is to be found in Job, or Daniel, or Ezekiel ? Why do the
Rabbies pronounce it worthy of preservation, whilst they
contemplate without emotion the loss of all the other books ?

We cannot possibly discover, unless it be that it furnishes more

gratification to the spirit of revenge so natural to all the
children of Adam, whether they be Jew or Gentile. To forgive
is to be like God and God alone can teach forgiveness either

speculatively or practically. But the book of Esther contains
an account of the revenge which the Jews took upon their ene-

mies, not like the destruction of the Canaanites, fulfilling the
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commands of God upon His enemies, but taking personal and
individual revenge on their own. And this very fact may be
one reason why God did not permit his most holy name to

occur in the whole book just as he did not permit David to

build him a temple, so he would not have his name associated

with deeds of personal revenge. But, however that be, we can
discover no other reason for the decided preference which the

oral law gives to the book of Esther. And we think that

after the specimens which we have already given of their spirit
towards idolaters we do them no injustice ; especially as, in this

particular case, the oral law breathes this spirit aloud.

ant mi-is 'OT-ia TTQ inn -ITIN

3 D'oru rros >:> n'nns finos nann
" It is necessary to say, Cursed be Haman, Blessed be

Mordecai, Cursed be Zeresh, Blessed be Esther, Cursed
be all idolaters, Blessed be all Israel." (Orach Chaiim, sec.

690.) Why this is necessary, is not told us. It appears
not to bring glory to God, nor any blessing to man. Haman
and Zeresh have long since passeo. into eternity, and received

from the just Judge the reward of their deeds. Mordecai and
Esther have in like manner appeared before the God of Israel,

and received according to their faith. To these, then, the voice

of human praise or reproach is as nothing. But to curse a
dead enemy, to pursue with unrelenting hatred those who have

already fallen into the hands of the living God, is certainly not
a Divine ordinance, and cannot be an acceptable act of worship
in poor sinners, who themselves stand so much in need of

forgiveness. To curse the dead is bad, but to curse the living
is, in one sense, still worse. " Cursed be all idolaters."

According to our calculation, there are 600 millions of idolaters

according to the Jewish account, there must be more. Why,
then, should they be cursed? That will not convert them from
the error of their ways. It will not make them more happy,
either in this world or in the next. We are not aware, even if

God were to hear this execration and curse the idolatrous

world, that it would be productive of any blessing to Israel.

Why make a day of thanksgiving for mercies received an

opportunity of invoking curses upon the majority of mankind ?

The Word of God teaches a very different petition for the
heathen. "

God, be merciful to us, and bless us, and cause his

face to shine upon us. That thy way may be known upon
earth, thy saving health among all nations. Let the people
praise thee, O God; yea, let all the people praise thee." (Ps.

Ixvii.)



55

No. VIII.

RABBINIC CONTEMPT FOR THE SONS OF NOAH.

THE noblest inquiry, to -which the mental powers can be

directed, is, Which religion comes from God? The most satis-

factory mode of conducting such an inquiry, independently of

the external evidence, is to compare the principles of one

system with those of the other, and both with an acknowledged
standard, if such there be, and this is what we are endeavouring
to do in these papers. We by no means wish to make the

modern Jews responsible for the inventions of their forefathers,
but to show them that their traditional argument for rejecting

Christianity, and that is the example of the high priest and
the Sanhediin, is of no force ; inasmuch as these same persons,
who originally rejected Jesus of Nazareth, were in great and

grievous error in the fundamental principles of religion, whilst

He who was rejected taught the truth. To do this we must

appeal to the oral law, and discuss its merits. We have shown

already that those persons did not understand at least one half

of the law; that their doctrines were in the highest degree
uncharitable. It has, however, been replied, that the Talmud
is more tolerant than the New Testament, for it allows " that

the pious of the nations of the world may be saved ;

"
whereas

the latter asserts that " whosoever believeth not shall be
damned." We must, therefore, inquire into the extent of

toleration and charity contained in that Talmudic sentence.

The first step in this inquiry, is to ascertain who are the

persons intended in the expression
" The pious of the nations

of the world.
" The oral law tells us, as quoted in No. 6, that

the Israelites are commanded to compel all that come into the

world to receive the seven commandments of the sons of Noah,
and adds,

: nipa ban win 12 sipan win arm bnpnm
" He that receives them is called universally a sojourning

proselyte." And a little lower down it says plainly

m vnn jmrcsb -irroi rrnso ran? bapon ba
: snn nbisb pbn ib an . abirn mniN ^Torna

" Whosoever receives the seven commandments, and is careful

to observe them, he is one of the pious of the nations of the

world, and has a share in the world to come." (Hilchoth
Melachim, c. viii. 10.) From these two declarations, then, we
learn that " the pious of the nations of the world

"
are the

as " the sojourning proselytes," who were allowed to
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reside in the land of Israel, and that their piety consisted in

receiving and practising the seven commandments. What
these commandments were, we are informed in the next chapter
of the same treatise.

by . -pirs-in m mi^a cnm nrptp by
byi . trET n:rEto byi . awn ro~Q byi

"3 by ^s . D^in byi . bnn byi . rimy
. "jnb nfci3 nyim . la-a-i ntpCD ir"P2 nbap

mass nb bya? ns-i^ mm ^

-mn rpn pi * misa ^227 issna . ib^sn
: crnas n

" The first Adam was commanded concerning six things

idolatry, blasphemy, shedding of blood, incest, robbery, and
administration ofjustice. Although we have all these things as

a tradition from Moses, our master, and reason naturally inclines

to them, yet, from the general tenour of the words of the law,
it appears that he was commanded concerning these things.
Noah received an additional command concerning the limb of a

living animal, as it is said,
' But flesh in the life thereof, which

is the blood thereof, ye shall not eat.' (Gen. ix. 4.) Here
are the seven commandments, and thus the matter was in all

the world until Abraham."
^Ibid.

ix. 1.)

Now, without stopping to dispute about the command given
to Noah, we cannot help saying that the above tradition is very
defective, and certainly not derived from Moses, for it is

opposed to the history which he himself has given us. In the

first place, that command, on which, the oral law
lays

such

stress,
" Be fruitful and multiply," was originally given to

Adam (Gen. i. 28), and was renewed to Noah, after the deluge.
If the liabbies reckon this as a separate command in the case of

the Jews, as may be seen in the Hilchoth Priah Ureviah, it is

only fair to reckon it as a separate command in the case of the

Gentiles, and thus we get an eighth command. In the second

place, God ordained marriage as a holy state.
" The Lord God

said, It is not good that man should be alone
;
I will make him

an help meet for him." " And the rib which the Lord God had
taken from man made he a woman, and brought her unto the

man." Here is God's holy institution, and in the following
verses we have the obligations of marriage distinctly

acknow-

ledged.
" And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and

flesh of my flesh ; she shall be called Woman, because she was
taken out of man. Therefore shall a man leave his father and
his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife, and they shall be

one flesh." Here, then, is a ninth commandment. We know,
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indeed, that the oral law gives a different account, but its

doctrine is false and pernicious. In the face of the above plain
narrative, it teaches as follows :

cs pitta ntps 22iQ m irn rrnn inn mip
"finb no^an nnis sorb wm sin

: n:r>sb ib n^nm 10237 T*2b ^
" Before the giving of the law, a man might happen to meet a
woman in the street ; if they both agreed on marriage, he took
her to his house, and cohabited with her, and she became his

wife." (Hilchoth Ishuth, c. i. 1.) Now, not to speak of profane

history, there is not in the law of Moses a single passage to give
colour to this statement, unless it be the following :

" And it

came to pass,
when men began to multiply on the face of tlu-

earth, and daughters were born unto them, that the sons of God
saw the daughters of men that they were fair ; and they took

them wives of all which they chose." But, whatever is meant

by
" Sons of God," it is plain that this conduct is mentioned, not

as having the sanction or approval of God, but as a proof of ante-

diluvian wickedness, for it is immediately added,
" And the

Lord said, My Spirit shall not always strive with man, for that

he also is flesh." But it is not simply an error ofjudgment, it

is most pernicious as it regards both Gentiles and Jews, for it

completely annuls the sanctity and obligation of the marriage
tie. It teaches that as the marriage of Noahites is contracted

without solemn espousals, so it may be dissolved without the

formality of a divorce.

rran-iaa ran ntrs rrnn
wsno? is . nnssb ronbim wan

van-pa pb ^vm .nb -jbni irnan nnnn
sin nsTB7 in? bD sbs . inb in ^ibn -mn ^si

ntn nt amab s^n is

" When is his (the Noahite's) neighbour's wife to be con-

sidered in the same light, as a divorced woman with us ?

From the time that he sends her forth from his house, and
leaves her to herself. Or from the time that she goes forth

from under his power, and goes her way ; for they have no
divorces in writing, neither does the matter depend upon that

alone ;* but whenever he or she please to separate one from
the other, they separate." (Hilchoth Melachim, c. ix. 8.)
We Gentiles have great reason to be thankful that Jesus of

Nazareth has taught us a different doctrine, according with
the original institution of marriage. What would have been.

* Instead of^ alue r there is another reading, T^J, the tribunal.

D 3
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the state of the world, if the oral law had attained Supreme
power, and the Gentiles had been instructed in the above law
as Divine ? What would result from the doctrine that every
man may turn out his wife, and every woman leave her hus-

band, whenever they like ? The peace and well-being of

Gentile society would be at an end. The frightful state of

disorder and misery that would ensue, as well as the words
of the original institution, plainly show that this doctrine is

not from God. But the effect upon the believers in the oral

law is still worse. With reference to them, the marriage of

Gentiles is no marriage at all. The oral law says distinctly

" There is no matrimony to the Gentiles." (Hilchoth Mela-

chirn, viii. 3.) And again,

bns n^-on by c^-ob IN b^-ii^b sbs nitres ^N
by nnnyb sbi n-nny by onnyb sb

" There is no matrimony except to Israel, or to Gentiles with

respect to Gentiles ; but not to slaves with respect to slaves,

nor to slaves with respect to Israel."
^Hilchoth Issure Biah,

c. xiv. 19.) Here, then, the oral law directly makes void the
law of God, and pronounces that a command given to Adam
in Paradise, and therefore equally binding on all his de-

scendants, is in particular cases of no force at all. The oral

law, therefore, is certainly not from God.
We have already made out nine commandments ; in

sacrifice we find a tenth. Cain and Abel brought sacrifices,

and the only reason that can be assigned is, that they had
received a command to that effect. Sacrifice was either a
Divine command or the dictate of their own reason. But
it was not the dictate of reason, for reason says, that the

Creator of all things has no need of gifts, and,'least of all,

such gifts as imply the slaughter of an innocent animal. It

must, therefore, have been of Divine command. The reason

why the Rabbies excluded this command is plain. They did

not choose that there should be acceptable sacrifices offered

anywhere but amongst themselves. But that this doctrine

is altogether of a recent date is plain. It was not known to

Job. He says not a word about the seven commandments,
and he was in the habit of offering sacrifices. " And it was
so when the day of their feasting was gone about, that Job
sent and sanctified them, and rose up early in the morning,
and offered burnt-offerings according to the number of them
all." (Job i. 5.) And the Lord himself expressly com-
manded Job's friends to do so likewise. "And it was so,

that after the Lord had spoken these words unto Job, the
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Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is kindled

against thee, and against thy two friends Therefore,
take unto you now seven bullocks and seven rams, and go to

my servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt-offering,
and my servant Job shall pray for you, for him will I accept."

(Job xlii. 7, 8.) It was not known to Elisha. "When
Naaman said,

" Shall there not then, I pray thee, be given
to thy servant two mules' burden of earth ? For thy servant

will "henceforth, offer neither burnt-offering nor sacrifice unto
other gods, but unto the Lord." (2 Kings v. 17.) Elisha

made no objection. He did not tell him that he had only
seven commandments to attend to. Neither had Isaiah any
idea that, when Judaism triumphed, the whole world was
to be compelled to adhere to the seven commandments, for

he plainly predicts the contrary.
" And the Lord shall be

known to Egypt, and the Egyptians shall know the Lord
in that day, and shall do sacrifice and oblation : yea, they
shall vow a vow unto the Lord and perform it." (Isaiah
xix. 21.) Here again, then, the oral law contradicts the Word
of God.

But the law ofGod points out to us an eleventh commandment,
in the distinction between clean and unclean animals. The
Lord commanded Noah to take of the former by sevens and of

the latter by pairs. (Gen. vii. 2.) And when Noah came forth

from the ark " he builded an altar unto the Lord
; and took of

every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt-

offerings on the altar." (Gen. viii. 2.) It is plain, from the

command, that a greater number of clean than unclean animals
was required. Noah's conduct shows that the rite of sacrifice

was the cause of the requirement. We have a twelfth com-
mandment in the appointment of a priesthood.

" Melchizedek
was the priest of the Most High God," (Gen. xiv. 10,) which he
most certainly could not have been, if he had not been Divinely

appointed.
From the law itself, then, we have made out twelve

distinct commandments. Eight would have been sufficient to

overthrow the oral tradition. But we appeal to the common
sense of every Talraudist. We ask him to look over the meagre
list of the seven commandments, in which neither love to God
nor man is included, and to tell us whether it be at all probable
that " the God of the spirits of all flesh

"
would leave all

mankind, excepting the small company of Rabbinists, without

any better rule for time, and any better guide to eternity ? Is

it possible that the God of love and mercy should leave the

majority of his reasonable creatures in doubt as to his love, and
tell them that he requires no love from them? Yet this is

what the oral law says. The Gentiles are, according to it, left

without any direction as to the worship of God, and are pro-
nounced guilty of death if they study the law, Nay, they are
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expressly told that God does not require them to glorify

by their obedience.

. vrrosoo nnw bs -nasb D3 loasa; na
-sb .12137 T"37 Tnvb D2S3 iVsN . Tusb ib

omp by
" A Noahite who is forced to transgress one of his command-
ments, it is lawful for him to do so. Even if he be compelled to

commit idolatry he may commit it, for they are not commanded
to sanctify God." (Hilchoth Melachim, c. x. 2.) So that,

according to the Rabbies, the Noahite who is compelled to

commit murder, adultery, or even to deny his God, may do it

with impunity ; he still belongs
" to the pious of the nations of

the world," and may have a share in the world to come. We
confess that we cannot see in this doctrine either charity or

toleration. We can discover only that narrowness of heart

which characterizes the oral law. In order to magnify them-

selves, and depreciate the other nations, the Rabbies first swell

out their own commandments to 613, and reduce the command-
ments of the nations to seven. But not content with that, they
also strive to confine the glories of martyrdom to themselves,
and tell the Gentiles that God does not require them to sanctify
His name. Can such doctrine come from God ? Is God the

God of the Rabbinists only ? We grant that the Jews are his
"
peculiar people." We acknowledge that "

they have much

advantage every way
"

that "
they are beloved for the fathers'

sakes
"

that the time is coming when
" all that see them shall

acknowledge them that they are the seed whom the Lord has
blessed." But we still think that God's heart is large enough
to comprehend us Gentiles too in his love. We know that we
are the work of His hand, and we trust that, as He is our

Father, he requires, and is pleased to see even in Gentiles, the

feelings of children, love and filial fear. And we found this

our faith on your Scriptures as well as ours. The Word of God
tells us that, long before there were any Rabbies in the world,
He had a gracious and tender care for all mankind. He pro-
mised to our first parents a Saviour who should " bruise the

serpent's head." He saved Noah and his family, not one of

whom was a Rabbi, from the deluge ; and when they came forth

from the ark, He made a gracious covenant not with one nation

only, but " with all flesh," and hung up on high a lovely and

glittering arch, from one end of the heavens to the other, that

all the habitants of earth might have a token of their Father's

Jo%e. and learn to look up to Him with humble confidence.

When he chose Abraham and his seed, it was not an act of

partiality, but that in his seed all the families of the earth

might be blessed. He did not leave himself without witness to
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the nations. He manifested himself to Job, and taught him
" that his Redeemer liveth," and moved even the prophets of

Israel to predict again and again the happy times when, " from
the rising of the sun to the

going^
down of the same, His name

should be great among the Gentiles, and in every place
incense

should be offered to his name, and a pure offering; for my
name shall be great among the heathen, suit h the Lord of hosts.

'

(Mai. i. 11.) Having this word, we reject the oral law which
contradicts it, and would make God the God of the Rabbinista

only: and we believe in the New Testament, which exactly

agrees with your written law, and asks,
" Is he the God of the

Jews only? Is he not also of the Gentiles?" and answers,
"
Yes, of the Gentiles also" (Rom. iii. 29) and which also

declares that, in the sight of God, " There is no difference

between the Jew and the Greek
;
for the same Lord over all is

rich unto all that call upon him, for whosoever shall call upon
the name of the Lord shall be saved." (Rom. x. 12, 13.)

In the fixing of the commandments, then, for the sons of

Noah, we have detected an intolerant and uncharitable spirit

very different from that of the Old and New Testament. But
we 'have further to inquire, what was the extent of toleration

conceded to them ? \Ve do not stop to prove that they were
not allowed to possess land, nor to be judges, nor members of

the Sanhedrin, nor to hold any office, nor to intermarry with the

Jews. From all that, they were excluded by the law of God
himself. They were allowed to sojourn in the land, and hence
their name "

sojourning proselytes." Further,
"
They were to

be treated with the same courtesy and benevolence as the

Israelites." (See No. 4, p. 26.) But further than this the

toleration did not extend. The oral law, though it commands
"
courtesy and benevolence," does not administer even-handed

justice to the "
pious of the nations of the world," as may be

seen from the following specimens :

-12 ns is iysrt ns nnan

ns is aDin 12 ns rnna? nann 12 731
. nbi2 nnan

^s bs *|s naaon bs-itz^ ns rn sunn "12

. mm nr "nn 22127 rpntz?

" An Israelite who unintentionally kills a slave, or a

sojourning proselyte, is imprisoned (in one of the cities of

refuge)."
" And so a sojourning proselyte who unintentionally kills a

sojourning proselyte, or a slave, is imprisoned."
" A sojourning proselyte who unintentionally kills an
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Israelite, although he did it unintentionally, is to be put to

death." (Hilchoth Rotzeach, c. v. 3.) The written law, on the

contrary, says, "These six cities shall be a refuge, both for the
children of Israel and for the stranger, and for the sojourner

among them : that any one that killeth any person unawares

may flee thither.
"

(Numbers xxxv. 15.) Again, the oral law

says

rnna VH aunn ->a nrra?

bs UPN TT -01

" An Israelite who kills a sojourning proselyte, is not put to

death on his account by the tribunal, for it is said,
' But if a

man come presumptuously upon his neighbour.' (Exodus xxi.

14.)" The law of God says,
" Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by

man shall his blood be shed : for in the image of God made he
man." (Gen. ix. 6.) And to this law the New Testament
commands us Christians to adhere, rejecting the oral traditions ;

and in consequence the laws of Christian countries make no
difference between the murderer of a Jew, a Christian, Turk,
Infidel, or Heretic. Short as all Christian nations confessedly
come of the pure morality of the New Testament, their laws
direct the administration ofimpartial justice, and are a terror to

all evil doers of every creed and sect. The liberality of the

Talmud then, in allowing a share of salvation to the pious of

the world is not so very great, nor its toleration of a very
comprehensive character. It not only withholdsjustice from the

pious of the world, but gives as the reason, because they are not

considered as neighbours. Want of room prevents us from

pursuing this subject further at present. We therefore ask, Is

this law from God ? Can God, in an oral law, directly con-

tradict his written law ? Can you point out anything similar

in the New Testament ? Is this law just or unjust ? You will

grant that it is unjust and erroneous. Then your fathers have
been mistaken about one of the first principles of the ad-

ministration of justice, for many centuries. And your brethren

who adhere to this system as Divine, as on the Barbary coast,

for instance, are still mistaken. Why do you not protest aloud

against such error ? Why not endeavour to convince your
brethren that they are wrong ? In England there is nothing
to prevent you. There is full liberty, free toleration. You
may lift up your voice like a trumpet against the errors of the

Talmud. You may expunge all acknowledgment of its au-

thority from your prayers you may return to Moses and the

prophets, and no man will say nay.
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No. IX.

CHRISTIANS CANNOT BE RECKONED AMONGST THE "PIOUS OV
THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD."

WE said, in our last number, that " the pious of the nations

of the world
"

are, according to the oral law, those who have
received the seven commandments of the sons of Noah. We
said that of the laws laid down for their own conduct, some, as

for instance that respecting divorces, are such as would in-

troduce confusion and misery into Gentile society and that

others, referring to the administration of justice by Rabbinical

tribunals, are extremely unjust. But the advocates of the oral

law think, nevertheless, that it is very tolerant, more tolerant

than the New Testament, because it says that "the pious of

the nations of the world have a share in the world to come."
Now we cannot help feeling a curiosity to know how great or

how small that share will be. And this our curiosity is excited

by the following information, which the oral law commands to

be communicated to a Gentile who wishes to turn Jew :

~p rmso
1TW373H7 iniH p^Tm . HUSO btt7 7-1327 V11H

p^is ma? 7
sson . wan cbirn ^nb nar ibs nvrao

ib

cm Qtypr 7122 WM san
naiia ntn cbi37a 13723 bs-iur ns-intr nTi

nails 211 bapb pViy 7"SG7 nnb
rn^i nab DiT1 saa? niaisa nrn

7"niu?> 712127^1 nns3tz7 7^373 Kan obirn
"ia ni237-ns an jrrbs? w^aa sin "ji-ia tt7npn 7\si
: 131 7n3i37 7m 7"b

" As they are to make known to him the punishments attached

to the commandments, so they are also to inform him of the re-

wards for keeping them. They should inform him, that, by the

doing of these commandments, he will be worthy of everlasting
life ; and that there is no perfectly righteous man, except that

possessor of wisdom who does and knows them. And they are to

say to him, Be assured that the world to come is laid upfor nnn*
but the righteotis, a fid they are Israel ; and as to this that thou
seest Israel in trouble in this world, their good things are laid

up for them, for they cannot receive an abundance ofgood thinys
in this world, like the nations. Their heart might, perchance,
be lifted up, and they might go astray, and lose the reward of
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the world to come, as it is said, 'Jeshurun waxed fat and
kicked.' The Holy One, blessed be he, brings upon them the

abundance of afflictions for no other reason than this, that they
may not be lost. All the nations shall be utterly destroyed, but

they shall abide." (Hilchoth Issure Biah., c. xiv. 35.) To
us this sounds very much like a flat contradiction to the above

declaration, that " the pious of the nations of the world have a
share in the world to come." Here, on the contrary, it is stated

that the blessings of that state are reserved " for none but the

righteous, and they are Israel ;

" and again,
" All the nations

shall be utterly destroyed." And it is even implied that the

nations get their good things in this world, and" do not suffer

affliction, as they are not to have that blessedness, which
is reserved for the righteous. How, then, are we to reconcile

these two sayings? There are only two ways which occur
to us. either by saying that this is not strictly true, but only
a fair speech in order to catch proselytes ; or, if it be strictly

true, that then " the pious of the world
"

are to have a much
smaller share in the blessedness to come. In any case the

spirit is far from charitable or tolerant. It represents God
as an accepter of persons, saving Israelites simply because they
are Israelites, and destroying the other nations because they
are not Israelites. The New Testament representation is very
different, and far more worthy of " the Judge of all the earth."

It does indeed say,
" He that believeth shall be saved, and he

that believeth not shall be damned." But in this very declara-

tion, we have an impartial rule applied to all mankind. " He
that believeth," of whatsoever nation, kindred, or tongue Jew
or Gentile, white or black " shall be saved." " He that be-

lieveth not," whether he be called a Jew or a Christian,
whether he be a son of Japhet, of Shem, or of Ham, " shall be
damned." The New Testament asserts no monopoly of salva-

tion for one favoured family. It excludes none because he had
not the happiness to be descended from a privileged stock. It

lays down a general and impartial rule to be applied to all the

children of men. The oral law says,

: snn nb^ 1
? pbn Dnb ar bs-w bs

" All Israel has a share in the world to come." The New
Testament says, "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord,

Lord, shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth the

will of my Father which is in heaven." (Matt. vii. 21.) The
oral law says,

" The world to come is laid up for none but the

righteous, and they are Israel." 'The New Testament says,
" God is no respecter of persons ; but in every nation he that

feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him."

(Acts x. 34, 35.) Now then we appeal to the good sense of

every Jew, even of the Talmudists to tell us which of these two
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statements is must just, impartial, and worthy of the Just

Judge
>

But the reasoning employed in the above extract from the

oral- law, is as false as the principles which it is intended to

support, when it says, "As to this that thou seest Israel in

trouble in this world, their good things are laid up for them,
for

they cannot receive an abundance of good things in this

world like the nations," it directly contradicts the law of Moses,
which everywhere promises an abundance of temporal blessings
to Israel, if obedient. " It shall come to pass, if thou shalt

hearken diligently unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to

observe and to do all the commandments which I command
thee this day, that the Lord thy God will set thee on hiyh abovo

all nations of the earth, and all these blessings shall come upon
thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of

the Lord thy God. Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and
blessed shalt thou be in the field. Blessed shall be the fruit of

thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy
cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep. . .

.... The Lord shall cause thine enemies that rise up against
thee to be smitten before thy face ; they shall come out against
thee one way, and flee before thee seven ways. The Lord shall

command the blessing upon thee in thy store-houses, and in all

that thou settest thine hand unto ; and he shall bless thee in

the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee." (Deut.
xxviii. 1 8, &c.) Here, then, is temporal blessing in abun-

dance, promised to obedience ; and the afflictions which have
come upon Israel are not because of their piety, but because of

their disobedience. In this case, then, the oral law speaks utter

falsehood. God has not two ways of dealing with nations, but
one way. He gives every nation a fair trial, and if they refuse

to hearken to his voice, he pours out upon them his wrath.
The rise, and growth, and trial, of a nation is slower, and

requires more time than the growth and trial of individual men.
The life of a nation is, so to speak, longer than the life of a
man. Centuries are required as the time of a nation's trial,

but all history, sacred and profane, testifies the truth of the

general rule given in the Old Testament,
"
Righteousness

exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people." The
only difltrence which God makes between Israel and the other

nations, is with regard to their national existence in this world.
He has crumbled the mighty empires of Assyria, Babylon,
Greece, and Rome into dust, but he still preserves the in-

dependent existence of the family of Abraham, according to his

covenant ; and when, as a nation, they repent and return to

him, He will remove the rod of his anger, and give them the

temporal prosperity which He has promised by the mouth
of Moses his servant. But this promise of temporal blessing
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*
will not justify any impenitent Jew at the tribunal of God's

judgment. The hopes held out by the oral law are utterly fal-

lacious, and dishonouring to God, inasmuch as he is repre-
sented as unduly favouring one nation, and unjustly condemn-

ing all others.

An advocate of the oral law may, however, find out some
other way of evading the evident intolerance of the above

statement, and still insist upon it, that as the Talmud says,
" The pious of the nations of the world have a share in the

world to come," it is a very tolerant book. We therefore

proceed to inquire what pains the Rabbies have taken to add
to the number of those who are to be saved. They believe, as

we are told, that every one, who receives and observes the

seven commandments of the sons of Noah, will be saved ; they
believe that all others must be lost

;
have they then taken any

pains to make known this important information to the world ?

Or, if that was not to be expected during the captivity, did

they during the days of their power and dominion ? Or, at

least, did they offer every facility to those Gentiles who might
come to renounce idolatry, to receive the necessary instruction ?

Did they command all their disciples to be ready day and

night to open their doors at the knock of the penitent idolater,

and by receiving rescue him from everlasting destruction ?

Not one of all these things. They commanded that, when
there was no jubilee, such converts should be refused, and
that if they did not choose to be circumcised and observe the

whole Mosaic law, they should be left to perish.

VTO bapp ^12 nt at&in -a sin nt ^s

na m YrtMaip niisttn isttf ny D"IDS ms 1
'

sim inis pbspB HT *nn bats sbi bs
-iniatz? 'Qb aonn lEtz? tnpa na ;i . tabwn mis

bbnap Y"1^ 13^2 ia*Bttnb iab

nrcin -12 pbapn r^ Q'"13? nisbm

" What is meant by a sojourning proselyte ? Such an one is

a Gentile, who has taken upon himself not to commit idolatry,

together with the remaining commandments given to the sons

of Noah, but is not circumcised nor baptized. Such an one is

received, and is of the pious of the nations of the world. And

why is he called a sojourner ? Because it is lawful for us to

let him dwell amongst us in the land of Israel, as we have ex-

plained in the laws concerning idolatry. But a sojourning

Proselyte is not received WHEN THE JUBILEE CANNOT BE

OBSERVED." (Hilchoth Issure Biah., c. xiv. 7, 8.) At all other

times the unfortunate heathen might perish, if they did not
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choose to become Jews altogether.
Now what will be thought

of the charity of this law if we add, that there has been no

jubilee, and
consequently

no pious amongst the nations for two
thousand seven hundred years and more ? Yet this is what
the oral law tells us.

taaa; ^srn 12 eaan pisi
~iN2 11-11 Dntnpi insattf mbnvn

vm sbtt7 sim . rrbv irav batp pn .

c^awv jVo sbw iaaa?a 12227

" Since the time that the tribe of Reuben, and the tribe of Gad
and the half-tribe of Manasseh were led away captive, the

jubilees have ceased, for it is said,
' And ye shall proclaim

liberty throughout the land unto all the inhabitants thereof

(Lev. xxv. 10) ; that means, when all its inhabitants are upon
it, and, moreover, when the tribes arc not mixed one with an-

other, but all dwelling according as they were appointed."

(Hilchoth Shemitah, c. x. 8.) We have the account of this

captivity in the following words, "In those days the Lord began
to cut Israel short : and Hazael smote them in all the coasts of

Israel: from Jordan eastward, all the land of Gilead, the Gadites,
and the Reubenites, and the Manassites." (2 Kings x. 32, 33.)
That was, according to the common chronology about 884 years
before the Christian era. If to this we add 1836, we have 2720

years since the time that there could be a jubilee, and con-

sequently 2720 years since any Gentiles were converted from
the errors of idolatry to the religion of the sons of Noah. What
is it then but solemn mockery, in any one acquainted with the
oral law, to tell us that the Talmud is tolerant, and admits
" that the pious of the nations of the world may be saved ;

"

when according to that same book seven-and-twenty centuries

have elapsed, since any such converts were received ? We
believe that those who make this defence are unacquainted
with the principles of the system which they undertake to de-

fend. The truth is, that the authors of the oral law, finding
that they could not altogether deny salvation to the pious of

other nations, were determined not to add to their number, and
therefore limited the possibility of this mode of conversion to

times that had elapsed long before they were born. But in

their own times they would not receive any one who was not

willing to be circumcised and to receive the whole law. And
hence we see how exactly the New Testament represents the

state of the case, when Christianity was first propagated
amongst the Gentiles, and free salvation was proclaimed to all

who believed, without becoming Jewish proselytes. The
Rabbinists opposed with all their might.

" And certain men
which came down from Judea taught the brethren and said,
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Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot
be saved.

" And again,
" There rose up certain of the sect of

the Pharisees which believed, saying that it was needful to

circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of

Moses." (Acts xv. 1 5.) There was no year of jubilee, and
therefore renunciation of idolatry was not sufficient in the eyes
of these traditionists, who believed that at such a time there

was no salvation except for those who observed the whole law.

But how is it now ? If a Gentile should desire now to become
one of the pious of the nations, could the Jews receive him ?

According to the above general principles, certainly not. The
tribes are still scattered and mixed up together. Ihe land has
not got

" all its inhabitants." There can be no jubilee, and
therefore those that wish to be saved, must, according to the

oral law, turn Jews, or take their chance of living to a year of

jubilee. But we are not necessitated to argue from the prin-

ciples. The thing is expressly laid down in the oral law. After

explaining, as we have quoted above, who are the pious of the

world, and that when the jubilee is possible, is the only time
for receiving them, it adds

nVo minn ba vbs bnp iVEN ntn 7ra bas
: VYIS pVape pw ins pnp-m yin

" But in the present time, though a man should be willing
to take upon him the whole law, with the exception of only one
of its least requirements, he is not to be received." Now then

what becomes of the boasted toleration of the Talmud ? It says,
that " the pious of the nations of the Avorld may be saved." But
it says, first, that such converts can only be received when the

jubilee can be celebrated. It says, secondly, that this only-

opportunity has not occurred for the last 2,700 years ; and,

lastly, it positively forbids the Jews in the present time to give
the Gentiles a chance of salvation, unless they are willing to

receive the whole law. What use is it then to talk of the pious
of the world, or to say that people of other religions may be

saved ? According to the Talmud, there are no pious of the

nations, unless perchance there may be some descendants of

those who were received 2,700 years ago. But all history that

we have ever seen is silent on the subject. We do not know
of a single congregation of Noahites in the whole world. The
forefathers of the Christians were not received during the usage
of jubilee. They were idolaters received against the wishes of

the Rabbinists. The Britons and the Saxons were converted

to Christianity long after the final dispersion of the Jews, that

is, at a time when, according to the Talmud, it was unlawful to

add to the pious amongst the nations. Neither were they
received according to the Talmudic condition, in the presence of

three learned Jews.
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: tr-nn nba? ^Dn vby bapb
" And it is necessary for such an one to take the seven com-
mandments on him in the presence of three learned men,
who are qualified to be Rabbies." (Hilchoth Melachim,
c. viii. 10.) According to the oral law, then, there are no
such persons now existing as " the pious of the nations of the

world." It is, therefore, idle to talk of the liberality with
which they would bo treated, were they forthcoming. Thus
the only appearance of an argument in favour of the Talmud
vanishes into thin air, and mocks our grasp, as soon as we
endeavour to lay hold of it. Those who caught at this

phantom of charity, no doubt meant it sincerely. They
thought that the oral law was misrepresented. They were
told that it was charitable, and they therefore nobly came
forward in its defence. If they had known its true principles,

they would have renounced them. Their advocacy went
on a false supposition. But now that we have set forth

the true bearings of the case, and given them chapter and
verse to which they may refer, and convince themselves,
we call upon them to do so : and then, as they hate in-

tolerance, to join with us in protesting against it, even though
it should be found in that system, which hitherto they have

believed, on the testimony of others, to be Divine. At the

same time we would seriously ask of them to compare this

system, which has been for more than 1,700 years the religion
of the majority of the Jewish nation, with the system laid

down in the New Testament, and to decide which is most

agreeable to the character of God, as revealed in the law
and the prophets, and most beneficial to the world. The
oral law says, that God has commanded the heathen to be
left for 2,700 years without the means of instruction, and
that when the days of Israel's prosperity come, the nations

are to be converted by force ; but that even then, they will

not be raised to the rank of brethren, but only be sojourning

proselytes. The oral law looks forward to no reunion of all

the sons of Adam into one happy family. The New Testa-

ment has, on the contrary, commanded its disciples to afford

the means of instruction " to every creature." It speaks to

us Gentiles, who were once regarded as poor outcasts, in

the language of love, and says,
" Now, therefore, ye are no

more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the

saints, and of the household of God." (Ephes. ii. 19.) It

takes nothing from you. It asserts your privileges as the

peculiar people of God ; but it reveals that great, and to us,

most comfortable truth,
" That the Gentiles should be fellow-

heirs, and of the same body ;" and it promises a happy time,
when there shall be one fold and one Shepherd. It does,
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indeed, tell us not to forget what we once were,
" aliens from

the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the

covenant of promise, having no hope, and without God
in the world." (Eph. ii. 12.) It reminds us that the olive-

tree is Jewish, and that you are the natural branches, and
warns us against all boasting. (Rom. xi. 16 24.) And we
desire to remember these admonitions, and to acknowledge
with thankfulness, that all that we have received, is derived
from the Jewish nation. We ask you not to compare the

oral law with any Gentile speculations, or systems, or inven-

tions, but with doctrines essentially and entirely Jewish.

Christianity has effected great and glorious changes in the

world, but we take not the glory to ourselves. We give it

to God, who is the author of all good, and under Him, to the

people of Israel. We ask you, then, to compare these two
Jewish systems, Rabbinism, which has done no good to the

Gentiles, and perpetuated much error amongst the Jews
;
and

Christianity, which has diffused over the world the knowledge
of the one true God disseminated the writings of Moses and
the prophets, and increased the happiness of a large portion of

mankind. The comparison may require time, and ought to

be conducted with calmness and seriousness. But we think

that, even without instituting that comparison, you must

acknowledge that the principles of the oral law, discussed

in this paper, are contrary to the law of Moses
;
and that,

therefore, a decided and solemn protest against these Rabbi-
nical additions, is an immediate and imperative duty.

No. X.

RABBINIC WASHING OF HANDS.

THERE are various marks by which a religion of man's

making may be detected. It is usually intolerant, superstitious,

and voluminous. It limits the love of God to a particular class.

It exalts ceremonial observances above the worship of the

heart ;
and so multiplies its laws and definitions, as to put the

knowledge of it beyond the reach of any but the learned.

Any one of these marks would go far towards shaking the

claims of a religious system. For instance, if it lay down as

religious duties so many and such subtle laws, as it is impos-
sible for the unlearned to attain a knowledge of, it is plainly
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the invention of the learned, who have thought only of them-

selves, and have not that tender regard and consideration for

the ignorant, which the Creator has. His religion must be for

all, tiie poor as well as the rich, and the ignorant as well as

the wise of this world. We fear that the oral law of the

Rabbies will not stand any one of these tests : it is, at all

events, a religion for the learned, and the learned only. There
is scarcely one of its commandments that is not so encumbered
with distinctions and definitions, as to make the right

interpretation of it the sole property of the educated. Take,
for example, one of the first and most frequent of the com-

mandments, in the Rabbinist's daily practice, D^T nVlM
(the washing of hands.) The command appears very simple.
It says

nV^aa b
" Let him wash his hands, and pronounce the benediction for

the washing of hands." (Orach Chaiim., 4.) But out of

this short command arise endless distinctions, according to

which the act performed is regarded as a valid or invalid

fulfilment of the command.

nmnb 7ns i
1^ btaian br

nVwfc I'b'105 vrp Nba? pss n^
vrrtz? "b^m . O^T via? b:>b fr^m jra rprp

pss n^nn vrptr? biaiam . 'baa pa TbtDia D^sn
: jrna naa

"
Every one who washes his hands must attend to four things.

1st, To the water, that it be not unlawful for the washing of

hands. 2d, To the measure, that there be a quartern for the

two hands. 3d, To the vessel, that the water, wherewith the

washing is performed, be in a vessel. 4th, To the washer,
that the water come with force from him that pours."

(Hilchoth Bcrachoth, vi. 6.) Each of these four limitations

requires new explanations and definitions of its own, as for

example, there are four things that make water unlawful for

the washing of hands ; one of these is, if any work be done
with it. This necessarily requires fresh definitions of what is

and is not work. Then come the directions as to how far the

washing is to reach, the position of the hands, whether they
are to be held up or down, the drying of the hands. A
perfect and accurate knowledge of all these conditions can be
attained only by the learned. And after all the care which
these things require, the Israelite may after all fall short of

Talmudic requirement, for there is still' another condition, that
involves another host of Rabbinic definitions, the non-
observance of which will invalidate the merit of his washing.
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"
Every thing that is an impediment in baptism is an impedi-

ment m washing of hands." (Hilchoth Mikvaoth, xi. 2.)
This, of course, leads to a new inquiry, what constitutes an
impediment.

ibs
. n2n aa bnw anTi cim . nsab

IN pxai . 1-11272 bytp nsis nbai .

fpan ^IP rbinbam . picsn nnntz?

" These are the impediments in human beings. The film that

is outside the eye. The incrustation outside a wound. Dry
blood that is on a wound. The plaster that is on it. Filth

upon the flesh. The impurity or dirt under the nails. Dirt

upon the body, mud, potter's clay, &c." (Ibid., c. ii. 1.)

Every one of these can give rise to endless questions in

casuistry, which are evidently beyond the powers of the

unlearned, and must draw him, if he be a conscientious man, to

the Rabbi to solicit his advice. Thus, one of the very first

commandments with which the Jew begins the day, requires
for its accurate fulfilment a degree of knowledge which is far

beyond the attainment of the multitude. This one command-
ment involves scores of others. Nay, we doubt not that an
accurate Talmudist might make 613 constitutions out of this

one alone
;
and we appeal to the conscience of the great

majority of Jews in London to decide whether they possess the

knowledge here required, and consequently whether it is

possible for them to keep this one commandment. If they
transgress any one of these Rabbinic distinctions, their hands
are not washed, and consequently they are unfit for prayer.
But this is not a command for the morning only. It must be

repeated through the day.

p-re t-^sian vby T3-oo:& ncn bsisn bs
ns Kinip *z by ?iwi . *PDI nbnn n^-r nb^3
?nb snv irwi niabatbo VT TSIZ? s by *i

-m bs 721 . y-p vw bi^ip iy bDW sb
: nbnn E-T

"
Every one who eats that sort of bread, for which the benedic-

tion is,
' Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the

universe ! who bringeth forth bread from the earth,'
*

is bound
to wash his hands at the beginning and end. And although

Jewish Prayer-book, p. 152.
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the bread be common, and although his hands have not been
defiled, and he is not aware of nny urn-leanness upon them, he
is net to eat until lie wash both his hands. And thus, also,
with regard to anything that is dipped in fluid, the wasliing of
hands is necessary at the beginning." (Hilchoth Bcrachoth,
vi. 1.) Here, again, it is necessary to know the different sorts
of bread, and the compounds that may be made with the
different sorts of flour, and the various forms of benediction,
and out of these again may arise as many doubts and questions
as out of the former, for the solution of which learning,
acuteness, and practice are required ; and the want of these

may lead to transgression, and, according to the Rabbies, to

most fatal consequences. For instance, neglect of this com-
mand after the meal may cause blindness.

-p-is -a nbantp no
nba i rvovro nba 12 B?>

nt ^330 . NDD^ vrr by VT -i"2yn rravrD
. nban ^aso JTTOD bD *po:i D^

cna? ^a . nbnm B^T nb^aa
nanrwa ^n^rn nanban

" All bread that has salt in it requires washing of hands after

it ; lest perhaps it might be the salt of Sodom, or salt of the
same- nature, and a man might pass his hand over his eyes and
become blind. On this account all arc bound to wash their

hands at the end of every meal, because of the salt. But in a

camp they are exempt from washing at the beginning, because

they are oppressed with the fatigues of war, and are bound to

wash after meal on account of the danger." (Ibid., 3.) Suppose,
then, that a poor ignorant man, with the best intention in the

world, set about this washing, and made a mistake with regard
to the water, or the vessel, or the pouring, or the position
of his hands ; or suppose that a soldier, in the hurry of a camp,
were to make this mistake, or omit the washing altogether, and
then have the ill luck to put his hands to his eyes, according to

the oral law, blindness would be the consequence. Any neglect
or defect in the morning ablution would be more fatal still.

nsn nntp ^a c^ars a ]rrby nrivb pip'V
msPB? T9 mo r^si nVtw ctip ir"pn by rma?
3T2na y-nab ins 73 bin . trass tcba; 7rrbs
.c"rybi .rraTsV) . ccnnVi .nsb nV<BDn c-np VPS

: crpbs mitt nin nna? "32a

" A man must be very careful in pouring water on his hands
three times for an evil spirit rests upon the hands before
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washing, and does not depart until water be poured on them
three times. Therefore it is necessary, before washing, to

abstain from touching the hand to the mouth, and the nose, and
the ears, and the eyes, because an evil spirit rests upon them."

(Orach Chaiim., 4.)

Now, is this the religion of the God of love, and mercy, and

justice ? Is it at all like Him to give laws so subtle and
multifarious in their distinctions, that it is next to impossible
for the unlearned man to obey them aright, and then to attach
to this non-observance such calamitous consequences ? If it be

replied that the punishment is visited only on those who
transgress wilfully, then there are thousands of Jews, perhaps
in this very city, who live in the habitual and wilful omission
of this precept, and who have the use of their eyes, just as well
as the strictest Rabbinist. This fact, which no one will dispute,

proves beyond doubt, that the oral law has spoken falsehood,
and therefore throws utter discredit upon its testimony respect-

ing the tradition of the commandment itself. It is confessedly
not a commandment from God, but from the scribes.

nVeac? la-iwa -aa

" "We have explained long ago, that the washing and bathing of

the hands are derived from the words of the scribes." (Hilchoth
Mikvaoth, xi. 1.) That they had no Divine authority for the

command is evident from the subtilty and superstition of its

ordinances ;
for we presume that few will question the supersti-

tion of the threat of blindness to the disobedient, or of the fable

of the evil spirit resting upon the hands. One such command,
then, will go far to discredit the whole story of an oral law,
and to invalidate the character of its witnesses. They were

evidently superstitious men, no way elevated above the vulgar

prejudices of the times, not at all scrupulous in adding to the

law of God, and evidently aiming at a complete domination

over the consciences of their followers. It is hardly possible to

believe that they were not aware of the necessary result of the

Bystcm, the complete subjugation of the consciences of the

midtitude. The mass of mankind has no leisure for the study
of juristic distinctions, they must, therefore, if they believe such.

to be Divine, cast themselves upon the mercy of the learned,

and there can be no doubt that those who have the keys of

salvation, will also possess no small degree of influence and

power in this world. But, whatever was the motive, there can

be no doubt about the severity with which the Rabbies en-

forced this command. They exacted even from the poor un-

fortunate, whom circumstances left only enough water to slake

his thirst, that he should sacrifice a part of it to this Kabbinical

purification.
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" Though he should only have enough water to drink, he is to

wash his hands with a part of it, and then to eat, and to drink
the remainder." (Hilchoth Berachoth, vi. 19.) And not con-

tent with this harsh requirement, they sentence the despiser of

their commands to excommunication.

" It is necessary to be very careful in washing of hands, for

every one who despises the washing of hands is guilty of ex-

communication." (Orach Chaiim., 158.) And this same book
confirms this decision by a case which actually occurred of a
man thus excommunicated, and who dying in his excom-
munication had the usual indignities offered to his corpse.

psps -isn p -iTss ns 112 n
nbna pN iiram jn n^ inba? narcai

vvraa nni mannn ba "f^labb
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" Whom did they excommunicate ? Eleazar ben Chatzar, who
despised the washing of hands ; and when he was dead, the tri-

bunal sent, and had a great stone laid on his coffin, to teach thee
that of every one who is excommunicated and dies in his ex-

communication, the coffin is stoned by the tribunal." (Talmud,
Berachoth, fol. 19, col. 1.) When they had the power they

employed it to the full, and now that they have it not, the oral

law still threatens poverty and extirpation to every transgressor

nVeaa btbTnn ba irrbs *n -IDM sp^-it

"
Every one who despises washing of hands sinks into poverty.

R. Zerika says, in the name of R. Eliezer, Every one that

despises the washing of hands is rooted out of the world."

(Orach Chaiim., ibid.) Such is the toleration of the oral law
towards Jews, accused of no breach of God's commandment,
convicted of no denial of God's Word, guilty of no crime. And
yet these same men, who are strict even to persecution about
one of their own institutions, allow that which they consider

the Word of God to be transgressed with impunity, rf it be ex-

pedient. They assert their belief, that the law of Moses forbids

the Jews to have clothing, like that of the Gentiles, to shave or

to wear their hair like the other nations, and vet they say the
E 2
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transgression of this Divine command is lawful under the

following circumstances :

ntzrb fn2>> rnsbab anp rrna;

rrc '-in crib rraT sbt ^sb "wa ib rrm
V3D 1323 nbabi jnnznnbBa annbb

" An Israelite who is near to Royalty, and is obliged to sit

before Gentile kings, and for whom it would be disgraceful not

to be like them, is allowed to dress and to shave as they do."

(Hilchoth Accum., xi. 3.) But it is not to be wondered at, that

those should lightly esteem the Word of God, who are capable
ofconfoundingthe guilt oftransgressing a mere human ceremony
with the guilt of transgressing a Divine command. The Talmud
makes the sin of neglecting this command as great as that of

gross immorality.

bs sn ibsa CTT nVt bn nnb

"Every one who eats bread without washing of hands, is as

guilty as if he had committed fornication." (Sotah, fol. iv.,

col. 2.)
The sum of all that has been said is, that the scribes and

Pharisees added a commandment not given by Moses, that they
so refined upon the conditions of its fulfilment as to make it

almost impossible for the unlearned not to transgress it, and yet
denounced such heavy penalties upon the transgressor as to

make it an intolerable burden to the conscientious ; that when

they had the power, they persecuted all that refused obedience,
and did not scruple to pronounce the guilt of transgression as

great as that of breaking one of the moral commandments.

They have presented as the religion of Moses a system which
is voluminous, superstitious, and intolerant; difficult to the

comprehension of the unlearned, terrific to their consciences,

and cruel to their persons. But when the poor were ground
down and oppressed under this weight of superstition and

tyranny, God sent them a deliverer in Jesus of Nazareth, who
asserted the revealed truth of God, and protested against this

mental bondage.
" Then came together unto him the Pharisees,

and certain of the scribes which came from Jerusalem. And
when they saw some of his disciples eat bread with defiled

(that is to say, with unwashen) hands they found fault. . . .

He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied
of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me
with their lips, but their heart is far from me. Howbeit in

vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the command-
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mcnts of men..... And when he had called all the people
unto him, he said unto them, Hearken unto me every one of

you and understand : there is nothing from without a man that,

entering into him, can defile him : but the things which come
out of him, those are they that defile him..... For from

within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries,

fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit,

lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness : all

these things come from within, and defile the man." (Mark
vii. 1 23.) Here the Lord Jesus asserts what is alike the

truth of God, and agreeable to the dictates of sound sense. So
Samuel said in the Old Testament.

mm n^s nsT1 mwn
" Man looketh on the outward appearance, but God looketh on
the heart." (1 Sam. xvi. 7.) But the scribes and Pharisees
t crated the Lord Jesus in the spirit of the laws which we have
adduced above. They persecuted him unto death, and to the

death He willingly went a martyr for the truth, and a sacrifice

for the sin of the world. The authors of the oral law had but a
short triumph. He rose from the dead, and his doctrine spread
through the world, and everywhere announced freedom from
the bondage of superstition as well as a hope of everlasting life.

And the Jewish nation is at this hour enjoying the fruits

of His death and doctrine in their liberty from Rabbinic
domination. Many of you now hold some of those principles,
the assertion of which was the cause of His death. You believe

that moral duties are far beyond ceremonial observances. You
believe, many of

you,
that to eat with unwashen hands is no

sin, and have given up the practice. You transgress this

commandment of the scribes, and yet you are not excom-
municated nor persecuted. For all this you are indebted to

Jesus of Nazareth. If the oral law had triumphed, and the

doctrine of Jesus been silenced, you would still be living the
victims of superstition or persecution. You would have been
afraid of being struck with blindness, or haunted with an evil

spirit, or even of being rooted out of the world. If a ray of

Divine light had visited your understanding, and you had

protested against these traditions, you would have had to feel

the weight of Kabbinical persecution, like Jesus of Nazareth.
You would have been excommunicated like Eleazar, and if God
had given you strength to remain faithful, would have died

excommunicated, and have had a stone upon your coffin. How
is it that now you are free, that you can think and act without

any such fear ? Is it because the Talmud has altered ? No, it is

just what it was. The conscientious believers in the Talmud
are just the same as their fathers, and as conscientious men, if
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they had the power, they would think it their bounden duty to

treat you, as their predecessors treated Eleazar. But the
doctrine of Jesus of Nazareth delivers you ; and the followers
of Jesus of Nazareth are your protectors against the rigour of

the oral law, and the intolerance of your brethren. Should not
this fact, then, lead you to examine into the claims of that same
Nazarene ? How is it that if the principles of Jesus of Nazareth
should ever become universal, the world will be universally
happy ; whereas if the principles of those who rejected him
become universal, the whole world will groan under superstition
and cruelty ? What stronger testimony can there be to the

justice of his claims, and the injustice of his condemnation ?

Examine, then, into the other evidence, and in the meanwhile

protest against the principles of the Talmud, and endeavour to

deliver your brethren. There are multitudes of Jews who still

groan under the superstitious laws respecting the washing of

hands. In the book of daily prayer published here in London,
the ordinance of washing of hands is acknowledged as Divine.

On the 151st leaf, col. 2, you will find the following bless-

ing :

rr

by 13121 ivnsnn
" Blessed art thou, O Lord our God ! King of the universe ! who
hath sanctified us with his commandments, and commanded us

to cleanse our hands." Now this is a positive untruth
;
God

has not given the commandment respecting the washing of

hands. And yet here your prayer-book solemnly tells him
that he has. And this prayer-book has also put a rubric

to this benediction,
" When the children wash their hands in

the morning, they are taught to say the following blessing."
From which it appears that the Jewish children in England
ore still taught to acknowledge the Divine authority of the

Talmud, for the only way in which that benediction can be

defended, is by saying that the oral law is Divine, and that its

commandments were given by God. It is therefore a holy and

imperative duty on all those Israelites who reject Talmudic

superstition and intolerance to have this benediction erased from

their prayer-book, and to preserve the children from the in-

fection of that law which persecutes the living and insults the

dead.
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RABBI XIC ARTIFICES RESPECTING LEAVEN AT THE PASSOVER.

OXE of the many bright features in the national character of

Israel is the devoted constancy, with which they have, in the

most troublous times and under the most disastrous circum-

stances, celebrated the anniversary of their first great national

deliverance. More than three thousand years have now rolled

away since Israel's God heard the cries of the first-born in

Egypt, and by slaying the first-born of their enemies, effected

their salvation with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm.
And yet the memory of that great event is still fresh in the

hearts of the nation, and the children of Israel, wherever

scattered, in the wilds of Poland, the coasts of Africa, or the

torrid regions of India, as well as amongst ourselves, are now
making consentaneous preparation for the approaching festival.

Such constancy and such devotion bespeak minds of no ordinary
mould, and naturally lead us to ask, how is it that the Lord
does not now hear Israel's cries and prayers, which ascend
from every region under heaven, and restore them to that place
in His dispensations and that rank amongst the sons of men,
which his Word assigns to them? A Christian would give
the answer suggested by the New Testament, but we waive
that at present. The oral law gives a reply the same in

substance. It tells us that the mass of the nation has obscured
the light of Divine revelation by the admixture of human
inventions, that, therefore, a restoration would only be the

establishment of error, and is consequently impossible. We
have already given some proofs of tliis assertion, the Rabbinical
laws relating to the Passover furnish us with many more, and
to these the season of the year now naturally refers us.

Amongst the first directions relating to the Passover, the
Word of God gives this plain command, " Even the first day
shall ye put away leaven out of your houses." (Exod. xii. 15.)
This is intelligible to the most illiterate, and easy to be obeyed,
but the Kabbics have superadded a mass of explanations and

observances, which tend only to perplex and to burden the

conscience. In the first place they are not satisfied with the

honest endeavour of an Israelite to obey the command of God,
unless he does it according to the form and manner which they
prescribe.

STT n-nre miiawn it nmtrn s"n
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" What is meant by the putting away (of leaven) mentioned in

the law? It is this, that a man annul it in his heart, and
count it as dust, and intend in his heart to have no leaven

whatever in his possession, and that all the leaven in his

possession shall be as dust, and of no necessity whatever."

(Hilchoth Chometz Umatzah, c. ii. 2.) Here, then, they
require a formal intention, but they have also prepared a form
of words in which to clothe it.

b-n mrvnm vrnzna srr*n warn wr^nn b::

S-ID37D vinVi bttnb mmsn bn mmrm mrrnn

" All manner of leaven that is in my possession, which I have

seen, and which I have not seen ; which I have removed, and
which I have not removed, shall be null, and accounted as the

dust of the earth." (Levi's Prayers for the Passover, fol. 2,

col. 1.) And to this form a rubric is added,
" If the master is

not at home, he annuls the leaven wherever he is." Now this

may at first sight appear as a very innocent ceremony, but God
warns us against all additions to His Word and command-
ments. It is in itself presumptuous, and as connected with the

Rabbinical doctrine of merit, must have an injurious tendency
upon the minds of the multitude. They will argue that by
observing this form, they have fulfilled a commandment, and
that consequently there is an additional sum of merit to be put
to the credit side of their account, as a set off against their

transgressions. And on the other hand, if they forget to go
through this form at the right hour, and afterwards any leaven

be found in their houses, the Rabbies bring them in guilty of

transgressing two negative commandments, which they say is

a more heinous offence than disobeying the affirmative pre-

cepts.

B7B7B1 H7H7 QTlp t22 CN
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"
Therefore, if a man does not annul (the leaven) before the

sixth hour, and afterwards from the sixth hour and onwards
should find leaven, which was on his mind and in his heart,

but he forgot it at the hour of removal, and did not remove it ;

Behold, such an one has transgressed the command, ' It shall

not be seen with thee
'

(Exod. xiii. 7), and also the command,
It shall not be found in your houses

'

(Exod. xii. 19), for he

neither removed it nor annulled it." (Hilchoth Chometz, c.

iii. 8.) Now, can you believe that this decision is from God who
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searcheth the heart ? Can you helieve that a man who had it

in his mind and heart to remove a piece of leaven according to

God's commandment, but whilst removing the rest forgot this

one piece, is to be brought in guilty, simply because he did not

observe a mere form, which God has nowhere commanded ?

Or that he would not have been guilty, if he had repeated
some half do/en words prescribed by men, sinners like himself?

Very different is the declaration of God himself, rrn ~ltPS }3T ,

pab Q37 "Because it was in thine heart" (1 Kings viii. 18) :

he accepted the intention, and gave it the blessing of obedience.

The Rabbinic decision is, therefore, not of God, and goes far

towards overthrowing the claims of the whole oral law. But
the Rabbies were not satisfied with this invention of bllDa
V^r\ annulling the leaven, they have imposed upon the con-

sciences of their followers another observance, utterly unknown
to Moses, and that is ^Qn np"Ha , the searching for leaven.

nss mip ps
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" On the evening before the 14th of Nisan, before the coming
out of the stars, they are to search for the leaven by the light
of a single wax taper : and when the time draws near, it is un-

lawful to do any work, or to eat, or to study." (Passover

Prayers, fol. 1, col. 2.) For this command there is evidently-
no foundation in the law of Moses. It is confessedly "naTO
n*~i21O of the words of the Scribes, and yet the most minute

directions are given, and the greatest attention required, as if it

had been from God himself, and various cases supposed where
a second search is necessary, as for instance :

PIM"! nS

ncn nms
nman SCE; 7"U7Bnn wbs 7nrrS3n "nm nr
-inn "[3"abi vn CB? 7

vrn'Bn ibsi 7ibn2 is Tina
n^an bs pna HT 'in cibs wsn b DM

-S D3D31

"
If, after the search, he see a mouse come into the house with

leaven in his mouth, it is necessary to search a second time.
And although he should find the crumbs about the house, he is

not to say, the mouse has eaten the bread long since, and these
are the crumbs, but, on the contrary, he must fear lest it should

E 3



S2 RABBINIC ARTIFICES

have loft the leaven in a hole or a window, and these crumbs
were there before ; he must therefore search again. If he find

nothing, then he must search the whole house
;
but if he find

the bread with which the mouse went off, then no further search
is

necessary."
Another case of equal importance, and more

ingenuity, is the following :

VE3
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" If a mouse enter a house with bread in his mouth, and a
mouse also go out of the same house with bread in his mouth,
one may conclude that this is one and the self-same mouse, and
it is not necessary to search. But if the former that entered

was black, and the latter that went out white, a search is

necessary. If a mouse went in with bread in his mouth, and a
weasel come out with bread in her mouth, it is necessary to

search. If a mouse and a weasel both go out, and bread in the

weasel's mouth, there is no search required, for this is the

identical bread that had been before in the mouse's mouth."

(Hilchoth Chometz, c. ii.) We do not mean to say that this

sort of wisdom was never found in Christians. We are well

aware that the scholastic divines display much of the same

perverse ingenuity, and the achievements of mice have figured
in Gentile theology too, but we have renounced that whole
system as contrary to the Word of God. You still adhere to

the theology of the Scribes, and are now about to keep a solemn
festival according to their ordinances. And yet you see how
poor their view of true piety, and how perverse the application
of their time and their ingenuity. The most unlearned Israelite

who has read the law of Moses in its simple dignity, will know
very well that when God commanded the Israelites to remove
leaven from their houses, he did not mean that they should go
and rummage out the mouse-holes, or spend their time looking
after mice and weasels. If, instead of the oral law, you had
read this in the New Testament, would you not have taken it

as complete evidence against the claims of that book ? and if

St. Paul or St. Peter had given such commands to the Gentile

converts, would you not have said, these men were either fools

or knaves ? But in the New Testament nothing like it is to be

found. The precepts there given, and the instruction there

conveyed, is all of a noble and dignified character, whilst the
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trifling and the folly still exist in the oral law handed down by
those who rejected Jesus of Nazareth. If the testimony of

men at all depends upon the wisdom of him who gives it, the

testimony of the Scribes is not worth much. But the trifling
is exceeded by the presumption. These men have said, as we
have quoted above from your prayer-book,

" that when the time

for the search draws near, it is unlawful to do any work, or to

eat, or to study;" so that the poor man is to give up his la\\ i'ul

business, the hungry man to abstain from his lawful food, and
all to neglect even the reading of God's holy Word, in order to

go and search into holes and corners, for that which they know
is not to be found, or to find that which was laid in their way
intentionally and for that very purpose. "We ask you can this

be from God, or, are the men who make the reading of God's

Word give way to this ceremony, to be depended upon as

teachers of the true religion ?

But the oral law not only adds human inventions, but lays
down principles which involve considerable difficulties, the

solution of which requires no small share of ingenuity. For
instance

: nbiyb n*m TON nosn vbs -astp v^n
" It is for ever unlawful to have any profit from leaven, that

has existed during the season of the Passover." This is under-

stood of leaven belonging to Israelites, and according to this

all Israelites are obliged to sell, or give away, or lose all the

leaven which thev may have at the commencement of Passover,
and of course, if they have much, the loss would be very
serious. But the Rabbies who have made the difficulty, have
also found various ways of evading it. One is by pledging
the leaven with a certain form of words

ib
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" An Israelite who has pawned his leaven to a Gentile, if he

says to him, in case I do not bring thee the money from this

time to a certain day, you have purchased this leaven from the

present time; then this leaven is considered as in the possession
of the Gentile, and it is lawful after the Passover." (Hilchoth
Chometz, c. iv.) If, therefore, an Israelite, who has a large

quantity of leaven, wishes to keep the commandment of

removing all leaven from his possession, and at the same time
to be able to resume the possession after the Passover ; and to

have the worldly gain too, as well the spiritual profit, he has

nothing to do but to pawn it with this form of words. Now
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we ask every Jew of common sense, whether this be not a mere
trick, an attempt to cheat one's own conscience, an unworthy
artifice to serve God, and yet to avoid the loss which would
result from a simple observance of the command ? It is plain
that a man who acts thus has no real intention of renouncing
the possession of the leaven. And this is not a single case ; the
oral law is rich in such cases, as it allows a mock pawning, so

it allows a mock sale or gift.

in STPI tmDsb r^ao bs-itzrna? ^uw
-insb TO ib inatzr Kbs , bba in w
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"
Although the Israelite knows that the Gentile will not touch

the leaven at all, but k<*ep it for him until after the Passover,
and will then return it to him, it is lawful." Of course a
learned Israelite, acquainted with this provision of the oral

law, will select a Gentile of this description to whom to sell or

give his leaven, fully aware that after Passover it will be his

again, and he may enjoy the profit. But suppose a Jew had
lent money to a Gentile, and received the interest every week
in bread, what is he to do ? It is evident that at Passover he
cannot make use of the bread on account of the leaven, neither

after the Passover can he receive that bread nor money for it,

as according to the oral law he must have no profit from leaven
which has witnessed the Paschal week. This is a difficult

case, but it is not of our making. The oral law which has

proposed the difficulty, has also provided a solution.

siaa? baa rra-ia rmaa VQO bapau? bs-iar
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" An Israelite who receives bread from a Gentile every week
as interest, is, according to Avi Haezri, to tell him before

the Passover, that in the Passover week he must give him
flour or money, and then when they come to make up their

accounts, he may receive from him that which he did not

receive during the Passover." (Arbah. Turim. Orach Chaiim,
sec. 450.) According to this simple device, merely by saying
a few words, he can make that lawful, which before would

have been a great sin. It is not needful even to intend to

have money or flour, he may intend to have the leaven after

the Passover ; the words have the transforming efficacy. The
same book gives Rashi's solution of another similar difficulty.

nnbw -i2i bs-its >
v*anb nbsts
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-ins bitas "3S1 HOD btp nns bira 'lib

TE-r b-iiyi nocn imp

"A question proposed to Kashi Suppose that an Israelite

and a Gentile had an oven in partnership, shall he say to the

Gentile, Take thou the profit during the Passover, and I

will take afterwards ? He replied, Let him make a bargain
before the Passover, and take the price of that week." (Ibid.)
A man of common sense will see that here, as in the other

cases, the Jew does really receive the profit from leaven in

existence during the Passover, and that whether he receive

the money or the profit before or afterwards, there is no real

difference in the circumstances of the transaction
;
one prin-

ciple pervades all these decisions, and that is, evasion of what
is considered a Divine command. The man who gives away
the leaven with the full intention of resuming possession after

the Passover, and the man who sells only for the week, in full

persuasion that his right and interest remain, does in reality
neither give nor sell. There may be an outward appearance
of the thing, but God does not judge according to the

appearance ;
he looks on the intention of the heart. He is

not satisfied with the form of giving or selling, but looking
at the inmost thoughts of the soul, He sees that the man
does not wish nor intend to do either one or the other, and
marks him as a deliberate, and wilful transgressor. But we
appeal to every unsophisticated mind in Israel, would such a

system of evasion be considered as honourable, even according
to the maxims of this world? Or can that conduct, which
men would call dishonourable, be considered as an acceptable
service before God ? But, above all, can it be the law given
to Moses by the God of truth ? This it is which gives this

discussion all its importance. If the Talmud and all its

decisions were retained merely as a curious remnant of an-

tiquity, as the effusions of a perverse ingenuity, or the wak-

ing dreams of scholastics, we might both pass it by with a
smile. But it is proposed as the law of God. It is the re-

ligion of the great majority of the Jewish people, and no
doubt at this very time, many an Israelite in Poland and
elsewhere, if not in England, is preparing a mock sale, or

drawing up a contract for the imaginary disposal of the

leaven in his possession, in obedience to the above directions.

They do it in simplicity, with a mistaken devotion. They
are misled ; but does not a fearful load of responsibility rest

upon those Israelites who know better, and yet leave their

brethren in this grievous error, yea, and confirm them in it

by joining in all the ceremonies which that system prescribes ?

Because of this system, the nation is still exiled from the land
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of Israel. Because of this system, the anger of the Lord it

not turned away, but His arm is stretched out still. If then

you love your people if you desire their national exaltation,
and their eternal welfare, lift up your voice and protest

against the oral law. Condemn the Scribes and Pharisees as
the inventors of the system, and the first authors of that moral

captivity- in which the people has been held for so many
centimes. Now when you remember the mercies of the Lord
in delivering you from the house of bondage, make an effort

to deliver your brethren from the more degrading chains of

error and superstition. At the same time we would ask you
to consider the case of so many of your nation, who, when
these chains were rivetting, gloriously maintained their

freedom, and have left us a collection of writings, entirely
free from every trace of this mistaken ingenuity. We mean
the disciples of Jesus of Nazareth. They, too, were Jews,
children of Abraham, and of the stock of Israel. How is it

then, that they who were condemned by the Talmudists as

heretics, and propagators of a false religion, have left us the

principles of a healthy, manly, and rational piety, whilst their

judges and accusers have fallen headlong into error and even

absurdity ? If Jesus and his disciples were deceivers or

fanatics, how is it that they were preserved from inculcating
such false doctrines : and if the Scribes and Pharisees were
ri' 'ht in condemning and persecuting them were actually

serving God in resisting false pretensions, how is it that they
were given over to such delusions, and to such a system of

trifling ? That they were not infallible, the above extracts

from the oral law prove beyond all controversy. They have

altogether erred in the first element of acceptable worship,

simplicity of intention and uprightness of heart. They have
confounded the form with the reality of obedience to God's

commands. And in all these tilings where they have erred,

Jesus and his disciples have asserted and maintained the

truth. Account for this fact. The Talmud tells you to light
a taper and search for leaven in a mousehole, and to get rid

of all in your possession by a fictitious contract. The New
Testament says,

"
Purge out the old leaven, that ye may be

a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our

Passover is sacrificed for us : therefore let us keep the feast

not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and
wickedness ;

but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and
truth." (1 Cor. v. 7, 8.)
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No. XII.

THE PASSOVER A TYPE OF FUTURE DELIVERANCE.

THIS year, the Jewish and the Christian times for celebrat-

ing the Feast of the Passover
nearly

coincide ; and the coinci-

dence ought to remind us both of that happy period,
when all

the children of man, so long divided, shall again be united into

one great, holy, and happy family ; all rejoicing in the mercy
and favour of their Heavenly Father, and all loving each other
in sinc-L'i ity and truth. To that period we look forward, and
(.veil now wo use our humble endeavours to accelerate its ap-

proach. Yea, one of the reasons, why we endeavour to lead

Israel to a rejection of the oral law, is because we firmly be-

lieve that it is one of the main hindrances in the way of their

happines and that of the nations of the world. We have no
wish to rob you of any one blessing promised in the Word of

God. We would not deprive you of one hope founded upon
God's promises. On the contrary, we rejoice to think that not-

withstanding all the vain traditions of the Scribes and Phari-

sees, it has pleased God to keep alive in your hearts the me-

mory of his past mercy, and the hope of his future goodness.
To the consideration of these two points, the law of Moses and

your appointed prayers lead you at this season, and through the

mercy of God, and the love of some of your brethren, we of the

Gentiles have been brought to rejoice in similar considerations.

Let us then endeavour to anticipate the future, and rejoice

together even now, omitting on this solemn occasion a special
discussion of the oral law. If God's mercy were all past, and

only a matter of history, we might and ought to feel grateful
for the benefits bestowed upon our fathers : our joy would,
however, suffer a considerable diminution. But this is not the

case. In the midst of your grateful acknowledgment for the

wonders in Egypt, you can mingle a prayer for the future,

and say,

nton
" Next year in Jerusalem."

rrbtzn-v byi -ps bwnfip bs trnbs ^ S3 nm
mn i -jbyn bin -froTQ bin -pro
minb nbsm lavra mn^a smpn

" O Lord our God, have mercy, we beseech thee, upon Israel

thy people, and upon Jerusalem thy city, and upon thine altar,

and upon thy temple ; and build Jerusalem, the
holy city,

peedily, in our days, and bring us up into the midst of it, and
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make us glad therein." (Haggadah Shel Pesach.) And to this

prayer we can say,
" Amen with all our hearts. The future

restoration and blessedness of Israel is one of our fondest ex-

pectations ; and whilst we contemplate the circumstances and
the glory of the first Exodus, the Word of the living God leads
us to look forward to that which is to come.

: rnwbaa ISM-M rr-isn \pa
"
According to the days of thy coming out of the land of Egypt

will I show unto him marvellous things," is the promise by the
mouth of Micah the prophet (c. vii. 10).

n mm
-p~nni crbm nrnttfb insm irm n^n "irnrr

-WBP -TON 1037 -isttfb nboE nrvm .

cvn bwiarb nrvn
" And the Lord shall utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyp-
tian sea, and with his mighty wind shall he shake his hand
over the river, and shall smite it in the seven streams, and shall

make men go over dry shod. And there shall be a highway for

the remnant of his people, which shall be left from Assyria ;

like as it was to Israel in the day that he came up out of the

land of Egypt," is the declaration of the Prophet Isaiah (xi. 15,

16). Seeing that neither of these declarations was fulfilled at

the return from Babylon, nor at any period since, we firmly be-

lieve that they shall be fulfilled in the time to come, and that

therefore the compilers of the Haggadah were fully warranted
in intermingling, with their Passover thanksgivings, a prayer
for the fulfilment of the promised mercies ; and we do not

scruple to say that in this respect, the Jewish Rabbies have
been right, whilst many Christian interpreters have been

wrong ; though they might have known and given a true ex-

planation of all similar passages, if they had only followed the

plain words of their master, Jesus of Nazareth, "Think not

that I am come to destroy the law or the prophets." (Matt.
v. 17.) We make this remark to show that we do not condemn
the Rabbies inconsiderately ; but that we are willing to do
them all justice, where their opinions agree with the Word of

God. Their expectation of the future restoration of Israel is

well founded, and their faith in the promises relating to it

worthy of all imitation. Oh, that the whole nation had more
of it that their hearts were more directed to the land of their

forefathers that their thoughts were more full of the Divine

S
-onuses. Then they would cry more earnestly to God, and
e would " hear their groaning, and remember his covenant

with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob," as he did at the deliverance

from Egypt. The careless and the ungodly deceive thenu^lves
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with the idea, that when God's time comes, the deliverance will

take place without any endeavour of theirs. Let them read the

law of Moses, and they will find that though God had promised
to bring their fathers out of Egypt, the deliverance itself was

preceded by a time of prayer and crying unto God. To
Abraham he had said.

nnb b v^a "pit rrrr -13 "3 sin
"jrm -mi . . . n3tp msa vm cms w

: 131 n:n
" Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land

that is not theirs, and shall serve them ; and they shall afflict

them four hundred years..... But in the fourth generation they
shall come hither again,

"
&c. (Gen. xv. 13, 16.) But this

promise was no warrant for their remaining careless, and at

ease ; it was on the contrary a basis for earnest prayer and

supplication, and a plea for mercy. And, therefore, when the

time drew near, we read,

n-nbsn b crranc?

" And the children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage,
and they cried, and their cry came up unto God, by reason of the

bondage." And God himself gives this as one reason why he
came to deliver them.

: >s nsn *nap on nprs nan nnsi
" Now, therefore, behold the cry of the children of Israel is

come unto me." (Exod. iii. 9.) Here, then, all Israelites, who
desire the fulfilment of God's promises should learn that state

of mind, which is a pre-requisite to the interposition of their

great deliverer. Israel can no more be delivered now than of

old, unless they earnestly desire deliverance. To what purpose
should He deliver and restore those, who care nothing about
the land of their forefathers, nor about the glory of the nation
who say, We are very comfortable and happy here, and all we
desire is to be like the other nations (a>123 TTna) what good
would it do to us to return to the land of Israel? God's promises
are not to such grovelling and unbelieving spirits. Along with
his promise of mercy, he gives a command for continual suppli-
cation,

bsi .nab >ai b mn1
* ns

nbnn n^b^rr1 n nw in 7312'' is ib

"Ye that make mention of the Lord, keep not silence, and give
him no rest, till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise
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in the earth.
"

(Isaiah Ixii. 6, 7.) And in Ezekiel, after the

declaration, "This land that was desolate is become like the

garden of Eden ; and the waste, and desolate and ruined cities,

are become fenced, and are inhabited," &c., he adds

nst T
: cnb

" Thus saith the Lord God, I will yet for this be inquired of by
the house of Israel, to do it for them." (Ezek. xxxvi. 37.) Upon
which Rashi remarks

: nst by VYM 027-112 nnbsm cnb nncns
"I will be made favourable to them through their prayer, when

they seek me with regard to this." Hence prayer is com-

manded; in Hosea we are told, that without prayer delivei'ance

is impossible.

: "as iU7p:n "mow IESS TS 'oipn b raws ibs
" I will go and return to my place, till they acknowledge their

offence, and seek my face." (Hosea v. 15.) Let the children of

Israel return then, and seek the Lord their God, and David their

King, then they shall fear the Lord and His goodness in the

latter days. (Hosea iii. 5.)
In the consideration of the deliverance from Egypt there is,

however, one circumstance which should teach the Israelites to

rejoice with trembling, and that is, that the majority of those,

who went forth from Egypt, never entered the land of Israel,

but died in the wilderness on account of their sin and unbelief.

That which has happened, may happen again. Israel might be

delivered again from the lands of their dispersion, and be led

forth with a mighty hand, and outstretched arm, atid with great

signs and wonders, and yet after all die in their sins. Indeed,
it is not merely a legitimate deduction from the past, but an

express prophecy of the future. " As I live, saith the Lord God,

surely, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and
with fury poured out, will I rule over you ;

and I will bring you
out from the people, and will gather vou out of the countries

wherein ye are scattered, and with a mighty hand, and with a
stretched out arm, and with fury poured out. And I will bring

you into the wilderness of the people, and there will I plead with

you face to face. Like as I pleaded with your fathers in the

wilderness of the land of Egypt, so will I plead with you, saith

the Lord God. And I will cause you to pass under the rod, and
1 will bring you into the bond of the covenant."

en-nan nsa
sb bs-w nai bm ams
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" And I will purge oat from among you the rebels, and them

that transgress against me ; I -will bring them forth from the

country where they sojourn, and they shall not enter into the

land or Israel." (Ezek. xx. 3338.) Here then we see, whether
we consider the past or the future, that a mere temporal
deliverance is not sufficient that God's greatest temporal

blessings,and even his mighty signs and wonders,may lead us in

the more dreadful and fatal captivity of sin. Surely if a

miraculous deliverance could deliver the soul, those that saw the

miracles in Egypt, and experienced the Lord's mercy in their

vntion from the destroying angel, and in the passage

through the Red Sea, ought to have been perfect in holiness.

Yet we find, after all that they saw and heard, that they were
a disobedient and faithless generation, and that they perished in

tin- wilderness. The history, then, of this great deliverance

reminds us in the most forcible manner of the bondage of sin,

and the necessity of a more noble and gracious emancipation.
Israel was in bondage in Egypt, and the Lord had compassion
and delivered them. All mankind, Jews and Gentiles, are born
slaves to sin, and dreadful is the misery which they have

suffered, and hopeless the prospect for the future, unless God
have provided a way of escape. Now is it likely that that God
who had compassion on the Israelites in their temporal affliction,

should look, unmoved and unpitying, upon the temporal and

spiritual wretchedness of the whole human race ? Is it conceiv-

able that those gracious ears, which heard the cries of Israel in

Egypt, should be deaf to the groans and lamentations of all the
sons of men ? Is it consistent with the Bible-character of God
to provide a remedy for temporal sorrow, and yet furnish no
means of deliverance from everlasting woe ? Is it like our

Heavenly Father to stretch out his hand to save a few of his

children from Egypt, and yet leave the great majority to perish
in ignorance and sm? Blessed be God, who, in his great mercy,
sent Jews to our forefathers to tell us of the blood of another
and greater passover, which can preserve Gentiles as well as

Jews from the wrath to come.

"
Messiah, our passover, is sacrificed for us ;

" and therefore we
too keep the feast, and join in the hymn of thanksgiving,
" Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He hath visited and
redeemed his people." You remember the paschal lamb of

Egypt. We can say

: tkrsn bs mstsn ns anan asnb n run
" Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the

world." You remember the sprinkling of blood that delivered

your fathers from temporal death. We rejoice because,
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: wran baa inni^ mwon
" The blood of Jesus, the Messiah, cleanseth us from all sin."

You remember how, four days before the Passover, it was

necessary to select a lamb without spot and without blemish.

We think of the true Paschal Lamb, the Messiah, how, four

days before the great sacrifice, he came up to Jerusalem, and
was examined before the tribunals, and declared to be without
sin. Pilate's testimony was,

" Ye have brought this man unto

me, as one that perverteth the people ; and, behold, I, having
examined him before you, have found no fault in this man
touching those things whereof ye accuse him : no, nor yet
Herod : for I sent you to him ; and lo, nothing worthy of death

is done unto him.' (Luke xxiii. 14, 15.) You remember how
the destroying angel passed over the houses where the blood

was sprinkled : we look forward to that more dreadful time,
when he shall come as the Psalmist describes :

viroDi bssn vaab BTM anm bsi ^nbs K^
\nsn bsi bra cratprr b sip^ : -nsn myiz?a
: rat ^ys vmn WTO 'Ton ^b IQDN . ias p-rb
" Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence : a fire shall

devour before him, and it shall be very tempestuous round
about him. He shall call to the heavens from above, and to

the earth, that he may judge his people. Gather my saints

together unto me : those that have made a covenant with me by
sacrifice." (Ps. 1. 3 5.) And we hope to be found amongst
that number, and that the blood of the true Sacrifice will then
deliver us. It is evident that the Psalmist here is not speaking
of the sacrifices of the temple, for immediately after we read

QTibN -p rrrwi bs-w mrnsi W nraip
naab -pnibiri "irrDis -pmt by b . -osw -pnbs

: nmns frafaae
~
13 "P'aa nps sb . Tan

"
Hear, O my people, and I will speak ; O Israel, and I will

testify against thee : I am God, even thy God. I will not

reprove thee for thy sacrifices or thy burnt offerings, to have
been continually before me. I will take no bullock out of thy
house, nor he goats out of thy folds." Here God plainly
excepts the offerings of bulls and goats, and thereby overthrows
the exposition of Rashi and others, who say that the covenant
and sacrifices here alluded to are the same as those described
at the giving of the law, when Moses said,

" Behold the blood
of the covenant," &c. (Exod. xxiv. 8.) The sacrifices then
offered were "

burnt-offerings and peace-offerings of oxen,"
which God here declares that he will not accept. Besides, God
is not speaking of many sacrifices, but of one sacrifice fQT sby
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He is moreover speaking of one great sacrifice, by virtue of

which sinful men may stand before him as saints at the great

day of judgment, and obtain mercy. This certainly
cannot

mean the sacrifices of the Mosaic covenant at Sinai, for by
reason of that sacrifice, they will appear as guilty sinners who
have broken God's covenant, as he himself says

: WHS ns msn nnn IB?

" Which my covenant they brake." (Jer. xxxi. 32.) At that

solemn hour the Mosaic covenant will only condemn, and

therefore cannot be meant here. Indeed the rabbies appear to

have felt the untenableness of this exposition, and therefore

invented another figurative one

bhntr;s TO -ipnnnip nVo rma bs ^ am uri

: rnbaa
" There is also an allegorical interpretation referring it to the

covenant of circumcision, which Israel has faithfully adhered

to in the captivity." (Kimchi, in loc.) But this exposition is

as unfounded as the former. Circumcision is never called a

sacrifice in Scripture. Neither will it serve a man in the day
of judgment. What then is the sacrifice which is here

intended ? We answer, the true Passover, the blood of the

Messiah, whereby the new covenant is ratified. Some object
that the shedding of blood is altogether unnecessary that if

God will forgive at all, he can forgive without atonement or

sacrifice. But this objection will equally affect the sacrifice of

the first Passover. On the very same grounds, we may say,
What necessity was there for killing a lamb, and sprinkling
its blood upon the door-posts ? The directions given by Moses
are very striking

" Kill the passover. And ye shall take a
bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in the bason,
and strike the lintel and the two side posts with the blood that

is in the bason ; and none of you shall go out at the door of liis

house until the morning. For the Lord will pass through to

smite the Egyptians ; and when he seeth the blood upon the

lintel, and on the two side posts, the Lord will pass over the door,
and will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses
to smite you." (Exod. xii. 21 23.) Surely the blood was
not necessary to make known to him which house belonged to

an Israelite. He could have saved them as well without the

blood as with it. Why then destroy the life of a lamb, and

give them all this trouble ? Suppose that an Israelite hao>

thus argued at that time, had refused to kill the passover, or

having killed it, had neglected to sprinkle the blood, or having
done both, was not content to abide in his house, but had gone
forth before the morning, what would have been the con-
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sequence ? Certain punishment. God was indeed determined
to save Israel, but only in a certain way : and he that did not
choose to submit to God's method, would naturally lose the
benefit of his appointment. Our business is not to argue -with

God, but having ascertained His will, to submit to it. Inquire,
then, what God means by

" his saints who have made a
covenant with Him by sacrifice

;

" and endeavour to enter

into that covenant, that when He appeal's to judgment, ye
may be gathered unto Him. If the Christian view be not the

true one, then since the destruction of the temple there has
"been no sacrifice, and no way of entering into that covenant
with Him. You observe the season you abstain from leaven

but there is no sacrifice. The main, yea the essential,
element of the Passover is wanting. The lamb cannot be slain.

And even if it could be, if you had again a temple and a high-

priest, and all the service of a sanctuary, still the sacrifice of

the Passover would only be a memorial of mercies long since

gone by. It would be no real atonement for your sins, and
when you had slain it, and eaten of it, the question would still

remain, How am I, a sinner, to appear in the presence of the

righteous Judge ?

The first part of this paper will have shown you, that we are

firm believers in the future glory and blessedness of Israel ;

that we do not, therefore, in offering you our hope for eternity,
wish to deprive you of your own hopes for time. No, we wish

you every blessing which God has promised by the mouth of

Moses and the prophets, and can affectionately join in the

words

If it should please God to spare us all to see the re-union of

all the families of the earth, we should rejoice to unite with
others in acknowledging

" that ye are the seed whom the Lord
has blessed." But we should rejoice a thousandfold more to

meet you in the heavenly Jerusalem, and to mingle our voices

with yours in singing,
"
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and

riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and

blessing." Amen.
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No. XIII.

SEVERITY OF THE RABBINIC ORDINANCES.

THE feast of the Passover, ordained as a memorial of past

mercies, has at the same time served to remind us of another

deliverance necessary both for Jew and Gentile, and also of a

happy time when " there shall be one fold and one shepherd
"

" One LORD and His name One." But the blessed anticipa-
tions of the future cannot, and ought not, withdraw our thoughts
from the reality of the present. That happy time is not yet
come. Jews and Christians are not yet agreed as to the articles

of faith ; and this feast of the Passover especially directs our

attention to the cause and origin of the difference. 'At this

solemn season of the year, Jesus of Nazareth was condemned

by the Scribes and Pharisees, and by them delivered to the

Roman power to be executed as a malefactor. One portion of

the Jewish nation, and that the majority, concurred in the

judgment of the rulers. Another portion, at first small, but

ultimately considerable in number and station, arraigned the

justice of"the sentence, and professed their faith in His Messiah-

ship. The question between Jews and Christians at present is,

which of these two portions of the Jewish nation was in the

right. In these papers we have taken up this simple position,
that the religious system of those who rejected Jesus of Is azareth

is contrary to the law and the prophets, and is therefore false ;

whilst the doctrines of Him, that was rejected, are in conformity
with those writings, and must therefore be true. When we
say that the rabbinical system is false, we do not mean that the

Pharisees held no truth. On the contrary, we showed in our
hist number that some of their expectations were agreeable to

the Word of God, and therefore true. All we intend is, that

the peculiarities of Rabbinism of which the system is composed
are erroneous. The laws relating to the present festival furnish

us with abundant proof of our assertion. The Divine commands
relating to it exhibit the care, consideration, and condescension
of God in providing an opportunity of instruction, a time of

relaxation, and a season ofjoy for the poor as well as the rich.

The rabbinical laws, on the other hand, are burdensome, op-

pressive, and hurtful, especially to the poor and unlearned.
We take our first proof from one of the laws relating to the

mD"O 372"1S
" the four cups" God has given a simple com-

mand to Israel to make known to their children the reasons for

the feast. "121 "p3^ rmm " And thou shalt declare unto

thy son in that day, saying, This is done because of that which
the Lord did unto me, when I came forth out of Egypt."
(Exod. xiii. 8.) In order to fulfil this command, a sort off
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liturgy has been composed, much of which is solemn and
beautiful : and a ceremonial appointed, of which one ordinance

is, that there should be four cups or glasses of wine.

mnrcb a^n iriw "ps c^3N 7^ inw -rn bDi
ib f^nniD 7^1 7^ bra moia rats run nb^ba

" All persons, whether men or women, are obligated on this

night to drink four cups (or glasses) of wine, and this number
is not to be diminished." (Hilchoth Chometz, c. vii.) As to

the ceremony of the four cups, the circumstances connected with
them evidently show that they are not for the purpose ofrevelry,
but part of a solemn religious observance.

vbs T"QB ibbn rnois sa^sa DIDI DID bD
tzn-pp vbr iDiH 7iH7sn DID . rtasy ^ea nr-ia
*wbiD DID . rnann n vbs -np *IXD DID . cvn
ns vbr icm ^yon DID . 7-man nana vbv TQS

vbs -p^ai bbnn
" Over each of these four cups a benediction is to be pro-
nounced. Over the first cup is said the consecration of the day.
Over the second cup the Haggadah is read. Over the third cup
the benediction for food is pronounced. And over the fourth

the Hallel is completed, and the benediction for the song pro-
nounced." (Ibid.) With a solemn religious ordinance it is not
for us to find fault. On the contrary, in these and their other

prayers, we earnestly wish the Jews the blessing of God, and
the spirit of grace and supplication. But when we find this

human institution imposed as a burden upon the conscience, and
the observance of it exacted from those who have not the means
of gaining their daily bread, we must protest against it as harsh
and oppressive. Now in the oral law this requirement is

made.

73ai-rN IDS 7" ib

na "'isab T"1^ ' rnoiD yaiwo ib

DID a^p csttf nsn bs -pD%i sbi rrnDn msn
ib Bra? na -nDa"1 7Db n^btpn D >%(

p b ins
iy rnssin

" Whosoever has not got wine transgresses a command of the

Rabbies, for they have said, that there is to be no diminution

from the four cups. And it is necessary to sell what he has in

order to keep the command of the wise men. He is not to

depend upon the bread, for if he fulfil the command concerning
one cup, he has not fulfilled that respecting the three. There-

fore let him sell what he has, and furnish the expense, until he
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procure wine or raisins." (Arbah Tur. Orach Chaiim, 483.) It

may bo replied, that the congregation furnishes those who have

not the means. But what is to become of those who have

displeased the dispensers of the congregation's bounty, or what
is a Jew to do, who is living alone in the midst of Gentiles, as

is frequently the case, particularly in this country ? If he be a

conscientious Rabbinist he must either grieve his conscience by
transgression, or sell what he may not be well able to spare.
The same may also be said of the unleavened cakes. The
Kabbies have given so many directions about the lawful mode
of preparing them, as to make it almost impossible for a Jew,

living at a distance from a congregation, to keep the com-

mand, and to keep the poor in a state of perpetual bondage to

the synagogue, if they wish to be supplied by the bounty of

the congregation.
But this utter want of consideration for the poor is more

strikingly displayed in the institution and exaction of a se-

cond holy day, where God has required the observance of only
one, as the Eiabbies themselves acknowledge in the following

passage :

rosba rp*arcn niran poser nbsn D
an be? m pawn HDD biz; ^aan iia?s-i

aninb -rnsai nwnarn an nvm
ma? ?biD nnman . nrrnra D"^ rrsipan
M"no7 rosban ym rnins msba bsn
: 121 a?Qa bab bao -IBJS -fw nasaa? nos

" ITiese are the six days on which the Scripture has forbidden

the doing of work. The first and seventh day of Passover: the

first and eighth day of the Feast of Tabernacles : the day of the

Feast of \\ eeks, and the
firsj day of the seventh month ; and

these days are called holy days. The sabbatism of all is alike ;

it is unlawful on them to do any manner of work, excepting
that which is necessary for the preparation of food, as it is said,
' Save that which every man must eat.' (Exod. xii. 16.)

"

(Hilchoth Jom. Tov., c. i. 1.) Here is an express recognition of

what God has commanded. And yet the Scribes were not

content with this ordinance of God, but have appointed the

observance of a second day on all these occasions, and have
annexed the sentence of excommunication to any transgression
of their command.

Tittfs-o -1TDHB7 na bs trmfc u*w ^aa? tr&nsa? last

nsi . 12 bTbTntp 'ab vby jnani . "oan ca -nos
sbs innab pvana v iaa"io KSIIS sin

: ims
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" To us, who observe two days, every thing that is forbidden on
the first day, is also forbidden on the second day ;

and whoso-
ever makes light of it, is to be excommunicated. But if he be
an acute Talmudist the excommunication is not to be severe, only
he is to be beaten." (Orach Chaiim, 496.) In the Yad Hacha-
sakah we find the same severity, and the same exception.

b:> n'naiD "nms sina? "Q by *)K ^w mta nv
QV bbrran bsi . ^on TIDS ]iu;sn3 TOW -m
Nina? -ma pa mn vsvn bar iVcsi 'a

mnnb Y"in M^B? j^a nasbaa pai rnao?
rrm sb as ims p-iaa IN nm roa ims

"
Although the second holy day is only of the words of the

Scribes, every thing that is forbidden on the first day, is

forbidden on it also. And every one who professes the
second holy day, even that of the new year, whether it be iu
a matter relating to the sabbatism, or by work, or by going
beyond the Sabbath limit, is to receive the beating denounced

against rebellion, or to be excommunicated, unless he be a
learned man." (Hilchoth Join. Tov., c. i. 24.) The hard-

ship, oppression, and severity of this ordinance are apparent
at first sight, and are severely felt by many a poor Jew in

this city, who hardly knows how to get bread for himself
and his children. In every case it robs him in one week of

two days, on Avhich God has allowed him to work, and to

endeavour to gain a livelihood. But if the first day of a
festival happen on a Thursday, then that day, Friday, and

Saturday, he dare not do anything to earn the means of

subsistence for his family. Sunday is the Christian Sabbath,
so that in one week four successive days are lost, and in the

following week four more. What, then, is the poor man
to do ? If he does not work, his children may starve ; if

he makes use of the time allowed him by his merciful God,
and pursues his daily occupations, he transgresses a com-
mand of unmerciful men, and renders himself obnoxious

to his more bigoted brethren. True that they cannot now
beat him with the stripes awarded to the rebellious, and
that they would hardly dare, in the present state of things,
to excommunicate him ; yet there are other ways and means
of persecution more secret, but equally sure. But whatever

be the present circumstances, the cruel and oppressive spirit

of the oral law remains the same. If the llabbinists had
the power, they would soon proceed to excommunicate and

flog all the -""ofaners of the second holy day. We appeal,
n sense of every Jew, and ask him, What
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right have men to rob the poor of that time which God hath

given them ? or to sentence a man who only goes to get
bread for his children, and in so doing transgresses none
of God's commandments, to excommunication or flogging,

especially to that severe species of flogging here specified?
The flogging here spoken of is called rn~T~lD rOQ " the

flogging of rebellion," and is altogether different from that

merciful punishment prescribed in the law. God says,
" And

it shall be, if the wicked man be worthy to be beaten, that

the judge shall cause him to lie down, and to be beaten

before bis face, according to his fault by a certain number.

Forty stripes he may give him, and not exceed; lest, if he
should exceed, and beat him above these with many stripes,
then thy brother should seem vile to thee." (Deut. xxv. 2, 3.)

Here, as everywhere else, in the midst of judgment, God
remembers mercy. The llabbics, never satisfied unless they
can add to, or diminish from, God's commandments, have
reduced the number to thirty-nine, lest they should make any
mistake. But to compensate for this diminution, they have
invented " the flogging of rebellion," which is without number
and without mercy, as may be seen from the following ex-

planation of the Baal Aruch:

nws ib -in nurs msa bs -awn? ^n

ssn 12 VTW ?3Q nans WNI nbib

pi nttnwn HDE bm "tai

sbm neon sbn VTM v30 cvaan
nvnn nan vrw j*-np rrabi -raw

: D'naiD "na-m mm
" ^Tiosoever transgresses an affirmative commandment, for

instance, he was commanded to make a tabernacle, or a lulav,

and did not, he is to be beaten until his soul go out, without

any consideration of his strength, and without dividing the

flogging into tliree. And, in like manner, whosoever trans-

gresses the words of the wise men, he is to be beaten without

number, and without consideration. Why is this called the

flogging of rebellion ? Because he has rebelled against the

words of the law and against the words of the Scribes." (Baal
Aruch, in voc.) This, then, is the punishment denounced

against those who try to get bread for their children on the

second holy day ; a punishment invented by the Rabbies

themselves, not against the immoral or the irreligious, but

against the transgressors of their own commandments. What
could have been the spirit, the temper, the religious feeling of

such men ? Had they any perception of the merciful character

of the law, or any resemblance to the compassionate natu*

the God ofIsrael? Can you put any confidence ;

F2
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instruction of those who would excommunicate or flog a fellow-

creature to death because he obeyed the instincts of nature,

because he could not stay at home and listen to the cries of his

famishing children, but went forth, to procure them food in

the manner, and on the day which God had permitted him to

do so ? These are the men who condemned Jesus of Nazareth
to death, and this is the religion of the oral law, which you
prefer to the mild and merciful doctrines of Christianity. If

Rabbinism had continued in its power, you would ha^e been

exposed to all the severity of this intolerance. The triumph of

Christianity has, in this respect, also been a blessing to the

Jewish nation, and the power of the followers of Jesus of

Nazareth protects you from excommunication and corporal
chastisement.

The cruelty and hardship of the imposition of a second holy

day, with such a punishment annexed appears not only from
the circumstance of its being altogether a human institution,

but further, that the original object of its institution has long
since ceased. The Scribes appointed the observance of two

days at a time, when the feast-days were fixed by the ap-

pearance of the moon, lest those at a distance from Jerusalem

should keep a wrong day, but now that they are fixed by
calculation, this is altogether unnecessary.

yns tr VT rroi 'p-nmD cw 7* ntrr

VJT07 rin 713 rrn rvt ]-aryn "TO "psmp
iVcs Tabu ins me DY 7"w moipnn
Vis ^n ma y^vb Y"1 ?12^ mpimn mmpon
Sas 7'3mpi 7'aDTD ins fintpn Ss b:>n27 bs-itzr

: DTarc nrrmas rinaaa nnri& sin a^con napn
" In the present time, when there is no Sanhedrin, nor house
of judgment in the land of Israel, the feasts are fixed by
calculation, and therefore all places, even those that are remote
from the land of Israel, ought properly to observe only one day
as a holy day, as well as the inhabitants of that country, for all

depend on and fix the feast by one and the same calculation
;

but it is an ordinance of the wise men to adhere diligently to

the custom of their forefathers." (Hilchoth Kiddush Hachodesh,
c. v. 5.) There is, therefore, no excuse for this burden imposed
upon the poor, and much less for the cruel punishments,
denounced against those who cease to observe what is con-

fessedly an useless custom. How different is the doctrine of

Christianity with respect to such days. No excommun ;
cation,

no flogging, no imposing of burdens upon the consciences of

our brethren. The New Testament condemns even all rash

judgment in such matters. It says,
" Who art thou, that
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judgcth another man's servant ? To hra own master he standcth
or falleth. Yea he shall be holden up, for God is able to make
him stand. One man esteemeth one day above another ;

another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully

persuaded in his own mind. He that regardeth the day,

regardeth it to the Lord
; and he that regardeth not the day,

to the Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to

the Lord, for he giveth God thanks ; and he that eateth not, to

the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks. For none of

us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself. For
whether we live, we live unto the Lord, and whether we die,

we die unto the Lord ; whether we live, therefore, or die, we
are the Lord's." (Rom. xiv. 2 8.) Here is the spirit of love

and mercy, and therefore the spirit of God. How is it, then,
that Jesus and his disciples were able to overcome the pre-

judices of their times, and to stem the torrent of authority and

learning, which was altogether in favour of the opposite

opinions ? How is it, if they were impostors and deceivers

that they have left a tolerant and merciful system, whilst the

Scribes and Pharisees, who, according to that supposition, were
the true servants of God, have left a religion of oppression and

cruelty ? " Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men
gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles ? Even so every good
tree bringeth forth good fruit, and every evil tree bringetn forth

evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither

can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit." (Matt. vii. 16 18.)
This is certainly true in nature. Now the Pharisees have

brought forth evil fruit, Jesus of Nazareth and his disciples
have brought forth good fruit. What is the conclusion from
such premises ?

But we have hitherto spoken only generally of the Insti-

tution of a second holy day, we have yet to consider the details

of the commandment, which will show stiH more clearly that
" The Scribes and Pharisees bind heavy burdens, and grievous
to be borne, and lay them on other men's shoulders." (Matt.
xxiii. 4.) They are, as usual, most exact in defining wnat is

and is not work. They say,

rosbnb nan KITTO nwo 7"2 mtra -nosn? bD
rvna? nitsn sints 7^3 nssbn 'Tb s^na is

-pis rrn 73 cs sb 2112 cavs TOM
IBS sits DV3 n'nrvttj Dnsz> nnrn IN m
men ib&bfcb TIDKH? bsi . ibs mabra

pv2b sb 3113 DV3
sits QV3 irnn man -irrarc bsi rn

Every thing that is unlawful on the Sabbath, either because

B
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it has the appearance of work, or because it leads to work, or on
account of sabbatising, is unlawful on a holy day, unless it be

necessary for the preparation of food, and the like, or such

things as are allowed on the holy day, as will be explained in

these constitutions. And every thing that it is unlawful to

move on the Sabbath, is also unlawful to be moved on the holy
day, unless it be necessary for food : and every thing that is

lawful on the Sabbath is lawful on a holv day." (Hilchoth
Jom. Tov., c. i. 17.) This law effectually ties up the hands of

the poor Rabbinist. He not only dare not pursue his trade,

but he dare not make any domestic arrangement, that might
promote order in his house, or conduce to his comfort. He
must not write a letter to his friends, nor even extinguish a

tire, though it be to save his property.

T>isb sbip nitt DVQ msnn mmna? ^ bs ?s
. nb^s -pisb mrnin iVa ttfsn ns rrnab
CE731 . bbs nVoN TIIS 12 7^si nrisba ^
ONI -ian ns i^nso 7^ -p trsn ns 7*3,30
ns 7^212 7^ .... nan is aisttf ^23 npib

a bs
"
Although it has been pronounced lawful to kindle fire on the

holy day, even where not absolutely necessary, yet it is unlaw-
ful to extinguish fire, even though it had been kindled for the

preparation of food
;
for the extinguishing of fire is work, and

is not at all necessary for the dressing of food. And as fire is not

to be extinguished, so neither is a candle to be extinguished
and whosoever extinguishes is to be flogged, just as he that

weaves or builds..... Fire is not to be extinguished,
in order to save property on a holy day, no more than on
the Sabbath. On the contrary, one lets it burn and goe.s

away." (Ibid., c. iv. 2, 4.) In the Arbah Turim this law
is laid down with still more precision.

nsn iVBN niB nvn np^bin n maab -nos
o cs 7^ /ropsn mmb TIDS . ppaniz? irv:i ns

aa ns rn vpwn sba; n^bi: oni^ '3212

7W2B nVsnb w 1073^073 spm . rrnpn 7^^nn
-ins 27S bs naan^i HT tt?sa na-i^D^tz? 7133

S'n3 sbn
a^D"1 i-*b csi -ins 2?s ib 7^s cs bns

n-npn jipynn sba; >is nnin^b "ima n-npn
" It is unlawful to extinguish fire on a holy day, even though a
man should see his house burning. It is unlawful to extinguish
split wood, either for the sake of saving it from being burned,
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or to keep a pot from being smoked, that is to say, if he can

keep it from being smoked without extinguishing the fire, as

by removing it from one fire to another. But if he has not got
another fire, and if the pot must be smoked unless he extinguish
it, then the extinguishing is lawful, that the pot may not be

smoked." (Orach Chaiim, 514.) Now we put it to the common
sense of every Jew, whether in these laws there be justice,

mercy, and religion ;
or hardship, inconsideration, and absur-

dity?

No. XIV.

SEVERITY AND ARTIFICE.

THE oral law says, as we saw in our last, that, on a holy day,
it is unlawful to extinguish a fire in order to save a man's house

and property, but that it is lawful, on the same day, to do the

very same thing to keep a pot of cookery from being smoked.

This sentence may perhaps appear wise and pious to those who
have got more houses than one, or the means of procuring
them

; but with respect to the poor man, who in such a case

loses his all, and must see his family left without a roof over

their heads or a bed to lie on, this decision is as cruel as it is

senseless. There is, however, a tyranny more dreadful than that

which affects only the temporal condition of men. The spiritual

despotism, which burdens and fetters the conscience and
enslaves the soul, is more intolerable still. Under temporal
losses a man's mind may be supported by a sense of religion ;

but when his religion, by the multiplicity and rigour, and

intricacy of its requirements, becomes his tormentor, man is

bereft of his last consolation. The religion of the oral law

appears to us to be of this character, and its enactments with

regard to the holy days will serve to justify this our opinion.
We have seen already, that it requires two days' cessation from

business, where God requires only one, and that the general rule

is, Whatsoever is unlawful on the Sabbath, is unlawful on the

holy day, with one exception. The Scribes, however, were not

content with this, they have contrived to invent something,
which, though lawful on the Sabbath, is on these days unlawful.

They say, that there is a certain class of things which, if not

deliberately destined the day before for the use of the holy day,
are unlawful. To this class they give the name of n2pl!3
Muktzeh, which literally signifies "separated or cut off," but



104 SEVERITY AND ARTIFICE.

which, for shortness' sake and for want of a better word in

English, we shall call " undestined."

nspio TID^S roan VHE? na 21*3 nv2 ETI
QV "oso roam -imoi 2113 DV2 TIDS nxpiono?
: in btbtb wn1

* satp nspian in I-IDN rat&o bp 2112

" There is on the holy day one tiling which is not found on the

Sabbath, and that is, the forbidding of the undestined, for the
undestined is unlawful on the holy day, and is lawful on the

Sabbath. Because the holy day is less sacred than the Sabbath,

they forbade the undestined on that day, lest persons should be
led to make light of it." (Hilchoth Jom. Tov. c. i. 17.)

-run n^ra b-rcb mown nbmvi
minob fnsisn nwei -pie; 'm

OV2 7nn biDsb -JIDMI jn nspia jm N3V21 ibs
crrbs m^m 21320 nmw ^w *rs 2113

" For instance, a hen that is kept for the purpose of hatching
eggs, and an ox that is kept for ploughing, pigeons in a pigeon
house, and fruits that are kept for sale, all these and the like

are undestined, and it is unlawful to eat of them on a holy day,
unless a man destine them on the eve preceding, and form an
intention to eat them." (Ibid.) By this law a numerous class of

things is forbidden, which God has no where forbidden, and
fresh chains are forged for the conscience. An unlearned man
can hardly tell what does or does not belong to the class, and if

he be in doubt must first go to the rabbi, before he can eat or

make use of any thing doubtful ;
for this definition extends not

only to eatables, but to other things, as for instance, fuel.

Suppose, for example, that a man or a family had eaten nuts or

almonds on the eve of the holy day, is it lawful or unlawful to

burn the shells on the holy day itself? The Word of God
leaves the Jew at perfect liberty to do as he pleases, but the

oral law tells him that he may by doing either commit a great
sin. If he cannot resolve his scruples in this matter, he must
be content to go to the rabbi or some learned man, and submit

to his decision, and thus every unlearned and devout Jew is

brought into complete captivity to the decisions of the learned.

Another very similar law, and tending to the same bondage, is

that which makes any thing that is born or comes into existence

on the holy day, unlawful.

.-no "rVnn ID 2113 cva IIDM mspiarm? ctsm
cv ] bss nits nvb ^20 birn rarcb 7^20 bin

-p-Eb .2iiD nvb nr3 rattf sbi rarcb ^sa 2113

: rrflDM rairn -inw 2113 nv2 mbiaiz? n*T2
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" And as the undcstincd is unlawful on the holy day, so also

what is born is unlawful. On a common day a man may
destine things for the Sabbath, and also for the holy day. But
on a holy ray things may not be destined for the Sabbath,
nor on the Subb.ith for the holy day, therefore an egg that is

laid on the holy day after the Sabbath is unlawful." (Ibid.)
Now not to speak of the minute trifling of this law, there are

cases where it may become very oppressive. Suppose that by
some means an unlawful egg should get amongst a number of

lawful eggs, they would all become unlawful.

"
Yettj though it should be mixed up amongst a thousand,

they are all unlawful." It is true that the rabbies endeavour
to guard against such an accident, by forbidding the removal
of such an egg on the holy day ; but a Gentile or a child

might, through inadvertently putting such an egg amongst
others, produce great inconvenience or even loss, and to this

the poor man must submit, or burden his conscience with a
wilful transgression. But this law forbidding to eat or

move whatsoever comes into existence on the holy day ex-

tends beyond the class of eatables. Wood accidentally broken
on this day belongs to this class, and it is therefore unlawful
to use it as fuel, or to move it. In like manner, ashes of

wood that has been burnt on the holy day, is considered
as having come into existence, and it is a sin to move it,

when once it has cooled. And again, if a fire should go out
on the holy day, it is a grave question whether the fuel that

remains may be kindled again.
Thus the conscience is burdened with definitions of un-

lawful, but the directions about things lawful are quite as

numerous and perplexing. For instance, it is lawful to make
a fire on a holy day, and to put on the pot for cooking,
but an unlearned man or woman may commit a sin in the
mode of doing it, and, therefore, the Baal Turim says,

-inrb -p-is mnp rrbs jmai c?sn

rrrr sba7 orpbs rrvrpn navmi n^ssn
nbraba j-vnrra rrnrr m IESI pnb nn-n

: -now nbrab nroaa . "-)>

" "When one makes a fire and puts on a pot, it is necessary
to be very careful in the arranging of the wood, and the mode
of setting the pot upon it, so that there should be no re-

semblance to building, for Rav Judah has said, every pile
of wood begun from the top to the bottom is lawful, from the

bottom to the top is unlawful." (Orach Chaiim, 502.) For
F 3
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this reason very minute directions are given for the per-
formance of each of these operations. The fire is to be made
in the following manner:

ns 1112? winan ara ova rn-no nonun
osa nmmn -IID^ Tr nt bu HT

nstzn -pw is 2121372 n^vn -pia? is sbs
vnnn nnsi vnnn ins rpaoi nbrnb v^ rrao

3T3Q sinrc TO

" He that makes a pile of fire on a holy day, when he is

arranging the wood, is not to lay one piece upon another.

so as to make an orderly arrangement, for that looks as ii

he were building ;
and although it be an accidental building

it is unlawful. But either he is to scatter the wood in con-

fusion, or to arrange them with some variation. How so ?

He is to lay one piece at the top, and another piece under it,

and another under that, until it reaches the ground." (Hil-
choth Jom. Tov. c. iv. 14.) In like manner the pot is not

to be placed upon stones, or whatever else is to support it,

but is to be held up, and the support placed under it ;
and

so with other things. The great principle is, that some
difference is to be made between the work done on the holy

day and on a common day, and therefore in the carrying
of wine, or wood, or other things, they are not to be carried

in a basket, nor as usual, but on the shoulder or in some ex-

traordinary way. Now, as the speculations of men who had
not much to do, or who chose to devote the powers that God
had given them to such minutiae, these things hardly appear
as harmless ;

but when imposed as a burden upon the con-

sciences of others, they are utterly unjustifiable, and if they
were found in the New Testament, they would furnish

abundant matter for Jewish wit and ridicule. They would

naturally say, what, is this the religion that the Messiah
came to teach? Had he nothing better to do than to look

after the making of fires, and the putting on of pots ? But
this is not the religion of Jesus of Nazareth, nor of his

apostles. There is nothing similar in the New Testament.

This is the religion, and these the laws of those who reject
him.
But this system of minute legislation has another and a

worse consequence ; it leads to difficulty, and the difficulty

leads to artifice, and thus the mind, instead of being im-

proved and benefited, is actually corrupted by the practice
of this rabbinical religion. Thus the oral law says, that it

is unlawful on a holy day to cook food for the following day,
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especially
for a common day, but that if any of the food

remain it is lawful. What is the consequence? Naturally
that more food is prepared than is necessary for the holy day
because they know that this may bo eaten the day after.

Aud this is no imaginary deduction of ours, it is a case pro-

pounded most fully, and allowed by the rabbies.

nr-r: nrsa? *) by *is -itzn n-rnp ntrs rwbaa
*] zra bu; rrnn tnnm sbaa . nns ro\-inb sbs
nurs nsbaa . ins 7

<
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%

'pb sbs "p~>3 irsip SD bs
THS -iaab sbs na^nx nrsts ^a b r)S ns
nbiai . ns*1 nss3 STT Turin nnna nsntp
13'sa; "2 bv n ^"ins naa iton nia^nn nD e

: nTn ssva ba 721 nns ro\-inb
" A woman may fill a pot with meat, though she wants only
one piece. A cook may fill a boiler with water, though he

wants only the least quantity. A woman may fill an oven
with bread, though she want only one loaf, for when the

oven is full, the bread bakes better. A man may salt a

great many pieces of meat at once, although he require

only one piece ; and so with similar things." (Hilchoth
Jom. Tov. c. i. 10.) Now this is

plainly
an evasion of what

is considered a Divine command. In like manner the oral

law forbids the preparing of food for Gentiles.

is rrin Vasnb SID aita DYQ rbttnai 7^'is 7
ss

s^inb wbi DDb n^b nww VQ7 sin -isssiz? nraba
: D'abab sbi nsb

" It is unlawful to bake or to cook on a holy day, in order

to feed Gentiles or dogs ; for it is said,
' That only may be

done for you.' (Exod xii. 16.)
' For you,' and not for

Gentiles. 'For you,' and not for dogs." (Ibid.) The

principle of this decision mav lead to several difficulties :

first, a Jew may have Gentiles in his employ and service

whom he boards, what is he to do then ? This difficulty hi 1

may get over in the manner just mentioned, by having more
cooked than he wants, then it is lawful for the Gentile to

eat of the surplus. But suppose a Gentile and a Jew had
a beast in partnership, and either wished to have it

slaughtered on the holy day, is it lawful for a Jew to

slaughter it? According to the above decision, it would

appear not, for it is preparing food to feed a Gentile ; but
the rabbies have found out a reason for evading the command.

s-ic?'1 bip rpsrn ^n btp rrxrw nans
ma maa biasb -iirss ^sa? ni& cva

sbz
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"A beast which partly belongs to a Gentile and partly to

an Israelite, may lawfully be slaughtered on a holy day, for

it is impossible to eat the size of an olive of the meat, if

it be not slaughtered by a Jew." (Ibid.) This, also, is

nothing more nor less than an evasion. But now suppose
that a Jew finds on a holy day, and after he has eaten

his meals, that a beast belonging to him is likely to die,

and that therefore he is likely to lose it altogether, what
is he to do? The oral law lays it down that it is unlawful

to slaughter for the following day, and yet if it die without

slaughtering, it must be totally unlawful to eat. In this

case there is a saving clause which removes the difficulty.

nms tDinup sb naaiDB nnra ib nrrna? ^a

naan VoNb bava? snv p DM b m& nva
aits Dvn rointt?'1 sbip nD . ov -roan bs rros

no
" He that has a beast near unto death must not slaughter it on
a holy day, unless he knows that he can eat of its flesh the size

of an olive, roasted, whilst it is still day, that he may not

slaughter on a holy day what is to be eaten on a common day."

(Ibid.) Here the evasion is palpable. The man has already eaten

his meals, he knows that it is not for the holy day, that it is

simply to save himself from loss, and yet the oral law obliges
him to be guilty of deceit, and to eat a minute particle of it, that

the appearance may be kept up. If it were intended mercifully
to save the poor from loss, why not make it lawful at once,

without any such condition ? Here the mercy of the enactment
is quite destroyed by the encouragement of deceit. In the same

way the oral law forbids open, straightforward buying and

selling on a holy day, and yet prescribes a method of evasion.

-ana ^b in ra&b DIN nas> sb
by 7

<na?n "pans innbi pbn ^n is pbn *b

" A man must not say to a butcher, Give me meat for so much

money, only, Give a portion, or half a portion, and on the

morrow they settle the account as to its value." (Ibid. c. iv.20.)

IN ibsN b^nn rron IN "oian b^N DIN -[bin
mewi mnnn issa npibi ibsN brnn cBcn b^N

DW ib TDr Nbrc Nim nsr^a? na b:n

C12D
" A man may go to his accustomed shopkeeper, or shepherd, or

grazier, and take from him cattle, fowls, and whatsoever he

pleases ; only he must not mention to him any money, nor any
number." (Ibid.) To take any thing from a shopkeeper by
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weight or measure is also forbidden, if it be done openly and

honestly, but allowed if it be done cunningly and deceitfully.

bpzraa IN mm rmnn bran np*
1 sb pi

-irrabi m >b3 'b sbn "aianb -IEIS ntzny win
i:NbD> msb -rnvsn ^ba rrn ib"2Si vna? ib

: rrra no? ib Tor sb sini

" And thus a man must not take any thing from a shopkeeper

by weight or measure, only let him say to the shopkeeper, Fill

this vi-ssel for me; and on the morrow he gives him the value.

And even though the vessel should be one set apart for the

purpose of measuring, he may fill it, provided that the name of

a measure be not mentioned.
'

(Ibid.) In all these cases it is

plain that a real transaction of buying and selling takes place,
and on the showing of the rabbies themselves, contrary to the

Word of God. Those men who would flog a fellow-creature

for not keeping their own commandment of a second holy day,
make no scruple of devising and prescribing a system of

fraudulent evasion of God's commands. Perhaps some may
think that we use too strong language when we apply the

words cunning and deceit to those devices of the oral law, but
this language was suggested by the oral law itself, which does

not scruple to use similar words, and to pronounce that, in

similar cases, cunning or deceit is lawful.

by 7itz7N-in ns nbra -rob ibcattf laa nsi tms
ns nbsni D'nsoi . itarntp WNI tfcnt&b naa

?no n? >s tsnittn itanrcb nan
vmn n^n

" If a first-born beast and its offspring fall into a pit, the first

is to be helped out on condition of slaughtering it, but it is not

slaughtered. Then guile is to be used, and the second also

helped out on condition of slaughtering it, and then they
slaughter which of the two they please. On account of the

affliction of the animals, it has been pronounced lawful to use

guile." (Ibid. c. ii.) Here the oral law speaks plainly, it fairly

says that guile may be used. It is no defence to say, that this

guile was suggested by compassion for the animals. If it be

lawful to help the animals out of the pit at all, it is lawful to do
it without any guile, openly and honestly. And if it be
unlawful to help them out, it is doubly unlawful to do so

through guile and deceit, as if God was ignorant of the

thoughts and designs of their hearts, and could be satisfied with
false and fictitious conditions. But there is another case, where
this same word is also used, and where the excuse of compassion
is altogether out of the question.

B3
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mta nvn nnnn 112
nasba nans wsoai sin

-iron ^m bs "b^b -ian rnbnb -imoi ....

7H3B ESDI 7D 1272 rasa nbin nso . nt

" He that takes off the hide of a beast on a holy day, must not
salt it, for this is work, and he would be guilty of doing work
that is not necessary for the preparation of food. . . . But it

is lawful to salt meat for roasting on the top of the hide, and in

this matter guile is employed. How so ? Thus. A little meat
is salted on one part, and then a little on another part, until the

whole hide be salted." (Ibid. c. iii. 4.) Here no defence

whatever can be offered. The oral law confesses that to salt a

hide is unlawful, its compilers therefore set to work to find out

a method of doing what was forbidden, and yet have the

appearance of keeping the law, and they sagaciously discovered

the above solution of the difficulty. Thus the law of God is

made null by the traditions of men. The commandments of

the Scribes are enforced by flogging and excommunication, but

full permission given to violate God's commands, if only an

appearance of obedience can be preserved. No wonder that

Jesus of Nazareth, whose characteristic is mildness and gentle-

ness, used such harsh language to the authors of this system.
His general address to them was,

" Woe unto you, Scribes and

Pharisees, hypocrites." They professed the utmost anxiety to

have the law of God observed. This was the professed object
of their commandments. They were invented as a hedge to

keep off every Israelite from even an approach to transgression ;

and thy enforced the observance of this defence by the severest

punishments. But where the law of God interfered with their

worldly interest, their profit or their gain, they fearlessly made
void the law, and inculcated a system of guile and evasion.

And this is perhaps the most deadly element in the Talmudic

potion. The human heart is ever ready to imbibe what is bad,
and the human mind most quick in generalizing the principles
of evil. The only efficient remedy for this disease of head and
heart is the inculcation of those pure and holy principles, which
God has graciously revealed. But when these principles are

themselves adulterated, and a system of guileful evasion

taught as the religion of Moses and the prophets, what arc the

results to be expected ? The cruel oppression of the poor is

bad enough. The enslaving the consciences of the weak is

worse ; but the corrupting the minds of the simple by such

pernicious doctrines, is the worst of all. Yet this is the work
of the Jewish religion, as taught in the oral law, and as

recognized in the prayers of the synagogue. We do not mean
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to say that there is anything peculiar in the
system.

We
know that the Provincial Letters develop a Gentile system as

corrupt and corrupting'. But that system has nothing to do

with the Christianity of the New Testament. Our forefatln -i>

renounced it long ago. The Jews still adhere to the oral law,

and in their prayers and observances still acknowledge its

Divine authority; and wherever Judaism exists in vigour,
these are the doctrines instilled into the minds of the youn<;,
and to which the flower of the Jewish nation devote the vigour
of their manhood and the judgment of their old age. That there

are Jews who abhor this system, and have adopted the purer

principles of the New Testament, even though they do not

profess Christianity, we well know. But how is it that then-

are none who have courage to protest against it ? How is it

that there is not one who comes forward to emancipate his

brethren from moral slavery and the galling chain of supersti-
tion and error ?

" There is none to guide her among all the

sons whom she hath brought forth : neither is there any that

taketh her by the hand of all the sons that she hath brought
up." (Isaiah li. 18.)

No. XV.

SABBATH MIXTURE.

IN discussing the substance and tendency of the oral law, the

very nature of our design compels us to dwell upon its pecu-
liarities, and to notice those traits which appear as its essential

characteristics. Our object is not, primarily, to show its defects

and faults, but to prove that it is not of Divine authority. In

proving this, it is absolutely necessaiy to show, by a comparison
with the law and the prophets, as the unerring standard of

right and wrong, that the system is bad. We know, and have
more than once admitted, that as it is not a mere human
invention, but a corruption of a divinely revealed religion,
it must contain much that is good. But this admission no more

justifies the system, than a small quantity of gold in a mixed
metal would prove that the whole mass is gold. And this

comparison may be well illustrated by the holy day con-

stitutions, which have lately occupied our attention. The

concluding paragraph of these constitutions contains several

beautiful and pious precepts ; as, for example, after the
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command to rejoice on such, days, and to provide nuts and
such-like things for the children, new clothes and ornaments
for the women, and good eating and drinking for the men, we
read as follows :

nirvb -ab b^snb n^n nrntzn

vibi bsnaa? bns n^asn -IH? ns
van 123? nmtzn

ID-ID nnBtp Kb mas IT VN rcsa *iobi n^asb
bo cnb n^ais cribs crrrQt -lasa ibs bin

canb
" And when he eats and drinks, he is bound to feed the stranger,
the orphan, and the widow, with the other poor. But he that

bolts the doors of his house, and eats and drinks with his

children and his wife, but does not furnish meat and drink to the

poor and afflicted, is not to be regarded as having fulfilled the

commandment; on the contrary, his joy is that of a glutton,
and of such persons it is said, 'Their sacrifices shall be unto
them as the bread of mourners; all that eat thereof shall be

polluted : for their bread for their soul shall not come into the

house of the Lord.' (Hos. ix. 4.)" (Arbah Turim, 529.) This

makes a merciful provision for the poor, and as teaching all

who partake of the good things of this world to remember their

poorer brethren, is worthy of praise and imitation. We know
also that this charity is practised by all devout Jews in every
part of the world, and that they are on this account entitled to

the respect of all who can appreciate benevolence. But the

reason why every believer in revelation will approve this

commandment is, because it accords with the Word of God.
Moses has made this precept a part of his law :

" The stranger,
and the fatherless, and the widow, which are within thy gates,
shall come, and shall eat and be satisfied ; that the Lord thy
God may bless thee in all the work of thine hand which thou
doest." (Deut. xiv. 29.) And in the New Testament there is

found a similar command :
" When thou makest a dinner or a

supper, call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, neither thy
kinsmen nor thy rich neighbours ; lest they also bid thee again,
and a recompense be made thee. But when thou makest a

feast, call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind ; and thou
shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee; for thou
shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just." (Luke xiv.

12 14). But excellent as this rabbinical commandment is in

itself, it loses considerably when interpreted according to the

Sstem.
A person acquainted only with the law of Moses, or

e doctrine of Jesus of Nazareth, would say, that one of the

most lovely features in the command is the universal love
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inculcated towards the stranger as well as the Israelites. But
an acquaintance \\ith the oral law would compel him to retract

this commendation, for there universally the stranger is

interpreted to mean, "a proselyte to Judaism," as for instance

TIE? n:"D27n "233 nnn 02231 waa? -on mns
nnsi . n"3n bb^3 Nina? sea nns . nws rmsa

: nan ns emr-wi mas minm i: sin^ S3sa
" To love the stranger who comes, and is gathered under the

wings of the Shechinah, is to fulfil two affirmative precepts ;

one, because he is included in the number of those considered
4

neighbours,' and a second, because the law says,
' Ye shall

love the stranger.'
"

(Hilchoth Deoth. c. vi. 4.) Here, then,
that comprehensive word "

stranger
"

is nan-owed down to the

signification
"
religious proselyte," and abundance of similar

passages have already been given in Nos. 4 and 5. But even

with this great drawback we admit that there is much to

be commended in the above commandment. We are quite

willing to recognize all the good which we can, and therefore

add another passage or two which deserve notice.

bam TBH eiaab cwn -ws Q^Tonn ma
inv -inv TS cnrratp nsn imBT nmm

msn -lawn . nnatr -I27S n"2pnb CTnttfai
n:n nbiyn nnau? s^n -p cs inssni innn^ ran.

na p cs i37si nain nnns HP ^ bnn Nin
:n:nn n^-ins "j^sa? nTann n"n3?n nrratr;

" It is a characteristic of the pious, who set the Lord always
before them, and in all their ways acknowledge him, that in the

time of their joy they multiply still more the blessings and

praises of the Holy One, blessed be He, who makes them
to rejoice. At such a season, too, a man ought to think, if

such be the joy of this world, which is vanity, for it is

followed by sorrow and trouble, what will be the joy of the
world to come, which is everlasting, and to which no sorrow
can succeed." (Arbah Turim, ibid.) This passage also, as

resting upon the unsophisticated Word of God, must receive

unqualified assent. The character of the pious is here

beautifully described by the union of two passages of

Scripture. They are those " who set the Lord always before

them," (Ps. xvi. 8,) and who " in all their ways acknow-

ledge him." (Prov. iii. 6.) God grant that all, both Jews
and Christians, may earnestly endeavour to realize this

character. The piety of this passage is equalled by the

prudence of one of their police regulations for the three

great feasts.
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v;Ttr> n^bm n'maw Tnsnb Ta
isapfT sbtp nnnan bin n^DTisi maaa
: it-pas ^b isim ta>B73i a^tzns hVWl biDsb
" The tribunal is bound, at the three feasts, to appoint officers

for the purpose of going about and inspecting gardens, and

parks, and rivers, that men and women may not congregate in

such places to eat and drink, and be led to commit sin." If

the authors of the oral law had confined themselves to such
commandments as these, there would be but little to blame.

But unfortunately the good and useful precepts bear but a
small proportion to the whole, and are often directly counter-

acted by the peculiar principles of the system. The above

general description of piety is unexceptionable, but the detail

of the requirements, even for the holy day alone, is such as

must effectually pervert and distort the features there delineated.

How can a man have a just idea of setting the Lord always
before him, who thinks that a cunning evasion of God's

commandments is permitted, as was shown in the last number?
Or how can a man be said to acknowledge God, when his mind
is filled and occupied with the manifold and perplexing cere-

monies of man's institution ? Of these inventions many have

already been given, but more remain, and the Jewish Prayer-
book for the passover especially reminds us of one.

" The laws of the mixture for the cooking of victuals." The
oral law has made it unlawful on the holy day to prepare food

for the Sabbath.,

"psis VH f227 2-137 nvnb bntp aita nv
: naan -inab b^is wrm* na aiia

" When a holy day falls on the eve of the Sabbath, it is

unlawful to bake or to cook on that day what is to be eaten on
the morrow, i.e. on the Sabbath." (Hilchoth Jom. Tov. c. vi.

1.) This law may of course create a great inconvenience, for

if nothing remains after the meals of the holy day, there will

be no food for the Sabbath, and on that day the law of Moses
forbids all cooking. And, strange to say, the evasion which is

allowed at other times is here forbidden. A man is not permit-
ted to cook a surplus of victuals under the pretence that it is for

the holy day. Another and more solemn mode of evasion has

been invented, and is thus prescribed in the Jewish Prayer-
book

arty mttfsb pa^-is TN "r ova HDD ms? bn cs

-pi . ra^ crip
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mbs ns^s IN ~itzn IH Vann nnai
: "i3i rvnn bwi . nsan by

Of which D. Levi gives the following translation, which

though not very literal, is preferable to a new one, as occurring
in an authorized edition of the Jewish prayers :

" If the first day of the festival happens on the Thursday,
the following ceremony is observed. On the day preceding
the festival, the master of every family takes a whole cake ana
a piece of meat, fish, or -a roasted egg ;

and having delivered

them to one standing by, to denote that all the other Jews in

the city that may have forgotten to make the mixture shall,

nevertheless, have the benefit of the said mixture, so as to be

able to prepare on the festival what is necessary for the

Sabbath, he then says the following :

iaanp TOM nbiyn -ybn laTibN " nn
: rrns m^E by 12121 vmsnn

wibanbi Havab sab ntz? sm tony

: nstn -ron n'mn bN-w bsbi lab

" Blessed art thou, O Lord, our God ! King of the universe,
who has sanctified us with thy commandments, and com-
manded us concerning the mixture."

"
By this mixture it shall be allowable for us to bake, boil, and

to keep the victuals warm : to light up lights, and to do, and

prepare all things necessary, on the festival for the Sabbath ;

we, and all Israel that dwell in this city." (Levi's Prayers,
vol. v. pp. 4, 5.) Now, against this ceremony several and
serious objections may be made. First, if it be absolutely un-
lawful on the holy day to cook for the Sabbath-day, how is the

unlawfulness removed by going through a trifling ceremony,
and repeating a few words ? The cooking is, in the sight of

God, either lawful or unlawful. If lawful, then this ceremony
is utterly useless, and the solemn calling upon God is only
a solemn profanation. If unlawful, then nothing but a

dispensation from Israel's great lawgiver, God himself, can
make it lawful. Any thing short of this must, by every honest

man, be regarded either as an evasion, or a bold and wilful

transgression. Secondly, the unlawfulness on which this

ceremony is founded, is altogether of man's making God has
nowhere forbidden the Jews to prepare for Sabbath on the holy
day. The Scribes have here as elsewhere dared to add to the
law of God.

wbu? H3 n-nsiD naio m
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bana ww rab sin -imni bp .binb aiia DVB
: binb pa? bs

" This prohibition is of the words of the Scribes, that a
man may not be led to prepare on a holy day for a common
day. For if he feel it unlawful to cook for Sabbath, still more
will he feel this for a common day." (Hilchoth Jom.Tov.vi. 1.)

Here it is plainly confessed that the prohibition is not from
God but from man. A reason is assigned for this addition.

which is unsatisfactory, and shows that the Scribes thought
the law imperfect, and themselves wiser than God. They
were afraid, if men got into a habit of cooking on the holy
day for the following day, when that day was the Sabbath,

they might get into the habit of cooking generally for the

following day, and thus cook for common days. But did
not God foresee this possibility, and know tlie frailty of

human nature just as -well as the rabbies? why then did

he not take this precaution himself? If this precaution
be absolutely necessary, as it was not given by God, it will

necessarily follow that God did not give that which was

necessary, and therefore that the law of God was imperfect
until it was mended by the rabbies. If the law, as given
by God, be perfect, and who can deny it without blasphemy,
then this precaution of the rabbies is useless, and they are

proved guilty of making additions to the law of God, and
of imposing needless burdens on the consciences of their

brethren. If this ceremony were left to the free will of

every individual, it would be veiy different, but it is im-

posed as an indispensable duty, and a man pronounced a

sinner if he does not comply.

bs n-iBB wwi msb ib -up^sa? >B

37EnD wnpa -ron bna bo? inriT by -paob
: in xv

" He who can make the mixture, and does not, but chooses

to depend on the mixture made by the great men of the

city, is called a sinner, and has not fulfilled his duty."

(Arbah Turim, 527.) Here then his conscience is burdened,
but further, he may be exposed to considerable inconvenience,
to escape from which he is driven again to a prescribed
exercise of artifice and guile.

ib irran >*bi ^Vttnn 31-1*2 rron

map ID nicsbi btmb ib -nosa? CEO c
banb i23?b mana? insb TOSI . mow
nt s2B2tP . ib nap^o? TS mn sba? nib
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-ins jrv n:n DMI imp nnw ibiz? ncisi buna
: mniaa n":n sbttf rrcb -p

"He that has not performed the ceremony of the mixture
for himself, and for whom others have not done it, as it is

unlawful for him to boil or to bake, so his flour and food

are unlawful ; and it is unlawful for another, who has

performed the ceremony for himself, to boil and bake for

such an one until he buy for himself. Then he may boL
and bake of his own, for he has bought it, and if he please

may make a present of it to the other." Here of course

the piirchase is fictitious. In like maner it is unlawful
for him to light the Sabbath candle. This would be a

great misfortune, and a learned rabbi has accordingly found
out a remedy of the same kind.

-nnn ttfsn i3" p-iiaatanB -PKB "in aro
13? pbn lumnbi DV nsna ib^cs 122 yen

" Rabbi Meyer, of Rothenburg, has said in his writings,
that a man may seek for something in the room by the

light of a candle, yea though it be still day, and then leave

it lighting until night." (Arbah Turim, 527.) We ask the

Jews seriously to consider this specimen of rabbinical

wisdom and conscientiousness. A man who has not per-
formed the ceremony of the mixture dare not do what God
has allowed him to do, he dare not light the candle for

Sabbath, that is, if he does it honestly and openly, he
would, according to the oral law, commit a sin. But then
he may do this same thing by using guile and deceit, which
God has forbidden, and then according to these same teachers,
the act is lawful. He may light a candle under pretence
of searching for something, even though he has the day-
light, and therefore evidently does not want it for that

purpose, and then he can leave it lighting. Thus the oral

law teaches that the neglect of a mere human invention is

a greater sin than guile and deceit. Is not this to strain

at a gnat and to swallow a camel? But some Rabbinist

may say, if the oral law encourages guile and deceit, why
does it forbid the employment of guile in the preparation
of food for the Sabbath, as has been stated above? This
is a curious point, and deserves attention. The oral law

says, if food be left after the meals of the holy day, it is

lawful to eat it on the Sabbath, provided that no guile be
used ; but if guile be used, it is unlawful. Whereas, if a
man wilfully neglect the ceremony of the mixture, and
cook notwithstanding for the Sabbath he may lawfully
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eat what he has prepared. This has at first sight, the

appearance of wishing to discourage guile, but the reasons,

given for this decision, show that this is far from heing
the case.

by ros sbi nelson by row r^onn
bsn issna n'nrob i-win esa? Ttan
Tton bns . pVwan 'oriy e spnam

: mn cyQ -ray sb nvn -ay nsi
" What is the reason that they were more severe upon him
that used guile than upon the wilful transgressor, and made
it unlawful for the former, but not for the latter? The
reason is this, if they had pronounced it lawful for him
that uses guile, all would use guile, and the very name
of mixture for food would perish. On the other hand, a

wilful transgressor is rare, and if he transgresses to-day,
he will not transgress again." The employment of guile,

then, is not forbidden because it is odious in the sight of

God and man, but simply from the fear that it might operate

prejudicially upon the observance of a rabbinic command.
Such is and must be the effect of multiplying religious

ceremonies, and imposing them upon the conscience as

necessary to salvation. The conscience becomes burdened,
and beset with difficulties, and is glad of any refuge or relief,

even though it should be derived from artifice and deceit.

Artifice is at last made lawful, or even prescribed, as we
have seen in many intances, and then religion, which God
intended as a remedy for our moral disease, becomes itself

a new source of infection. But if any burdened conscience

should awake and become sensible of the cheat that has
been put upon it by the oral law, the probability is that

it will cast off religion altogether, and mistake Moses too

for a companion of the Scribes and Pharisees ; and thus

many a rabbinical Jew has been led to utter infidelity.
But there is still a third objection to be urged against this

ceremony of the mixture, and that is, that it prescribes a form
of thanksgiving to God for appointing that which he never

appointed : "Blessed art thou, O Lord our God! King of the

universe! who has sanctified us with thy commandments, and
commanded us concerning the mixture." Where has God
commanded the mixture ? Where, from one end of the law to

the other, or in the prophets, is there one word about this

ceremony? It is from first to last a pure invention of the

Scribes. God never appointed it. This prayer, then, contains

a positive untruth, and thus the ignorant and unlearned are

deceived, and taught even in the solemn act of public worship
to believe that God has commanded what he never commanded.
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The minds of children, too, arc thus imbued with the command-
ments of men, and taught in the language of prayer to stamp
the divine authority upon the invention of the Scribes and
Pharisees. And this is done not only in the forests of Poland,
or on the uncivilized coasts of Barbary, but here in England.
This ceremony and this prayer are prescribed in the two
editions of the Jewish prayer-book, published by Levi and
Alexander. In this country, where Full liberty of conscience

prevails, the language of the synagogue is just the same as in

the darkest and most oppressed regions of the habitable globe.
The Jewish children are still taught to bless God for giving
what he never gave, and the sacred voice of prayer still

consecrates the intolerance, the errors, and the absurdities of

the oral law. In other countries, where the circumstances
were not so favourable, the Jews have made more than one

attempt to renounce and repudiate the errors of the Talmud.
But in England, whether from listlessness or from a love to

these Talmudic doctrines, we do not presume to say, nothing
has been done either by the German or the Portuguese Jews.
In England the Talmud still maintains its empire of error and

uncharitableness, and spiritual tyranny, and not one individual

has dared publicly to protest against it. We ask the Jews

seriously to consider this matter, and to compare the extracts

which we give with Moses and the prophets ;
if the oral law

agrees with that which is confessedly the Word of God, then
we beg of them to explain the lawfulness of using guile, of

inventing new commandments, and enforcing them with the

severest punishments. But if they decide that these things are

altogether forbidden by God, then we call upon them to protest
aloud against these adulterations of revealed truth.

No. XVI.*

INTOLERANCE OF RABBINIC PRAYERS.

Ix our last number we ventured to say, that in the English
synagogues

" The sacred voice of prayer still consecrates the

intolerance, the errors, and the absurdities of the oral law ;"

and we gave an instance in proof of our assertion. But to some

The British Jews of Burton-street Synagogue have expunged from their

prayers the intolerance here complained of.
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Israelites, who have overlooked the contents of their Prayer-
book, this assertion may require more proof; we therefore,

proceed to give it, and first of all with regard to intolerance.
In the ceremonial for the first two evenings of the Passover, in

the midst of the rejoicings and thanksgivings, which the

memory of their great deliverance naturally calls forth, we
suddenly find the following prayer :

Nb -KPN izri2n bw fnon
ns bDK o : is-ip sb "pan ntM msban

"JEN jnm TE2T nrpbs -pea? . in^n ima nsi
: n "DB7 nnna

" Pour out thy wrath upon the heathen that have not known
thee, and upon the kingdoms that have not called upon thy
name. For they have devoured Jacob, and laid waste his

dwelling place. (Psalm Ixxix. 6, 7.) Pour out thine indig-
nation upon them, and let thy wrathful anger take hold of them.

(Psalm Ixix. 24.) Persecute them in anger, and destroy them
from under the heavens of the Lord." (Lament, iii. 66.) Here
are three passages of Scripture, taken from their context, and

joined together to make one prayer. In their context, and
with reference to the times for which those portions of Scripture
were given by God, they are intelligible. After the destruction

of Jerusalem by the Romans, whilst the Jewish mind was still

in a state of violent excitement against the authors of that

calamity, such an imprecation may appear natural. During
the persecutions of the Crusaders or the Inquisition it might be

excusable, but in the present time and circumstances it is

indefensible. Who are the heathen and the kingdoms, whom
the offerers of these petitions wish to be pursued with God's

wrath, and to be destroyed from under the heavens ? Are

they the Christians, or the heathen idolaters of Africa and
India ? The Mahometans profess a faith in the Unity very
similar to that of the later rabbies : they, therefore, cannot be
intended. If it be said that the idolatrous heathen are here

intended, we must still protest against the intolerance of this

imprecation ; why should the Jews wish for their destruction ?

What evil did these poor ignorant people ever do to the Jews
in England, that they should pray for their destruction rather

than their conversion ? If it be said, that nobody at all is

intended in the present day, why, we would ask, is it still

made a part of the Passover ceremonial ? We have before us

several copies of the Haggadah, some printed very lately, and
it occurs in them all.

If this were the only passage of the kind to be found in

the liturgies of the synagogue, it might perhaps admit of

palliation or excuse, but it is only one of a similar class, all
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breathing the same spirit. In the morning service for the

second day of the Passover, as translated by D. Levi, we
find another more fearful still.

CNI . crp -p^si "pb bw mi rro
nn . own T"1"^ bip mNtP ^TSB? 2 . cana
nbir crr-aci . C^T ribna c-i23n . cans nn

"
Hasten, O mv beloved, to where thy heart and eyes are ;

and though we have cast off' that that is good and pleasant, yet
hfur the roaring raging voice of those that oppress thy people;
satiate the clods with their blood ;

manure the earth with their

fat ; and let the stench of their carcasses ascend." (Levi's

Prayers, vol. 5, fol. 142.) The translation is D. Levi's, so that

it cannot be said, that the sense has been misrepresented or

distorted for polemical purposes. It is the translation of a

Jew, and of a Jew in England, and the title-page tells us that it

is the second edition "
carefully revised and corrected, and

illustrated by Isaac Levi." The title-page also says,
" As read

in their synagogues and used in their families." Is not this

prayer intolerant ? Is there any thing like it in the New
Testament, or in our Christian Prayer-books ? And yet we are

told that modern Judaism is more tolerant than Christianity,
and that it teaches charity to all men. Let not the Jews think

that we impute this spirit to the whole nation. No such thing.
This passage is quoted as a specimen of the spirit of the oral law
and its authors, who not only were possessed of this spirit of

resentment, but so overwhelmed with it, as to transfuse it into

their addresses to the God of mercy, and to prescribe it as a

port of the public worship of the congregation. Whenever
introduced, there it still remains, as a testimony to the spirit of
the first opposers of Jesus of Na/areth, and as a portion of the

liturgic service of the synagogue. In these passages, however,
it does not appear what nations ore intended ; no name or

particular characteristic is given, though the allusion, in the last

quoted prayer,
to Isaiah xxxiv., naturally leads the reader to

think of Ldom ; but in other places a more definite form is

prescribed, from which we find that Edom is the great object
of hatred.

-pra nVb msra . nsn b nmna?
: nsnD rmrp DTTN bs

" God divideth the night of preservation, when in the midst of

the night he went forth through the land of Egvpt : may the

mighty God also divide it concerning Edom." (Levi, ibid. fol.

7.) Ibis is a petition that God would do to Edom as he did
unto Egypt. Again, a little further on we read,

G
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wa . ci-rsi ns fa . BIT bs mn a-in nos
: FIDS an

" On the Passover, a sharp sword shall fall on Edom, by the
hand of him who is white and ruddy, as in the- days of the
feast of Passover." (Ibid. fol. 10.) And so throughout the

prayers there are frequent allusions to this subject, as for

instance

TO . inavi Mbonn VSTTD . inavoa sip^ DKP

VSB7 naa . insbaa pa^ isoai . vroba Ht&ann
: vnapa JIT va"ia . vnana

" Then will his name be pronounced as it is written : when the

other half will complete the word
;
his dominion also will be

greatly exalted, and his throne be completely established ; when
he shall smite the descendants of Esau, and take vengeance
on his enemies." (Ibid. fol. 214.) But these are sufficient to

show that Edom is the great object of antipathy, and of course

the great question is, whom do the Jews understand by Edom ?

Let the most famous of their rabbies instruct us in this matter,
and first let us hear Maimonides :

QV win 71G7K1 cm en mar
_
v'S2 crras nnbi nwa?b TIDN -p^b

"ssi men n2
sintr?

" The Edomites are idolaters, and the first day of the week is

the day of their festival ; therefore it is forbidden to have
commerce with them in the land of Israel, on the fifth and
sixth day of every week. It is not necessary to say that the

first day itself is every where unlawful." (Hilchoth Accum. c.

ix. 4.) There is but one class of religionists who observe the

first day of the week as sacred. Now let us hear Kimchi. In
his commentary on Joel iii. 19,

"
Egypt shall be a desolation,

and Edom shall be a desolate wilderness, for the violence

against the children of Judah, because they have shed innocent

blood in their land :" he says,

rroba -nnsn citsi trbssac^ -rasa n'nsn
PIT niiaian nan mmwn Tia? nbsi

ai nvn s^ni nbisun m "vs na^nm
ni3b!2 ^3 Tiara n? inwi ... b^ai
a^an c^2? nna lai^natt? v/Q37Si n^mts caii

ca^wnpa CD^bsr^tz?
1

^ rnabna 72 na
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" The prophet mentions Kgypt and Edom : Egypt, on account
of the Turks, and Edom, on account of the Roman empire ;

and
these t\v<> have now had dominion for a long time, and will

continue until the redemption. This is the fourth beast in the
visions of Daniel And this is said, because the majority
of the Roman empire is composed of Edomites. For although
many other nations are mixed among them, as is also the case

with the Turkish empire, they are called after the root."

Kimehi then fixes Edorn upon the Human empire, in which he

evidently includes the Greek empire, for he wrote in the 12th

century, long before the Constantinopolitan dynasty was
overturned. Aben Esra gives a similar interpretation on the

blessing of Esau.

on -iai pi CTD yita s^n lanbarrttf

niaba wm OVD TO
i3"asntp neon via n^as vm bs^i -1202

^a"2 'av-i nyasn nawai mbs imat&o?
nil2 iban by can rnn b:a WTTTO

V"in nannn n-iinn natzpip cbisa vn sbi
: DTTN rnaba ail nsipa p by

" Rome, which led us away captive, is of the seed of Kittim,
and so the Targumist has said, in Numbers xxiy. 24,

' And
ships shall come from the coast of Kittim.' And this is the

same as the Greek monarchy, as I have explained in the book
of Daniel ; and there were very few who believed on the man
of whom they made a god. But when Rome believed in the

days of Constantine, who changed the whole religion, and put
an image of that man upon his standard, there were none in

the world who observed the new law except a few Edomites,
therefore Rome is called the kingdom of Edom." (Comment.
on Gen. xxix.) We do not now stop to refute the false state-

ments which Aben Ezra here makes. Every one that knows

anything of history, knows that in less than a century after the

time of Jesus of Nazareth, the Christian religion had made

great progress in the whole Roman empire, and that the

propagation of the new law, as Aben Ezra calls it, before the

time of Constantine, was more rapid and more extensive than

after his conversion. Our business at present is with his

interpretation of the word Edom ;
he says plainly that Edom

and Edomites mean the Christians. Now let us hear

Abarbanel :

QVTS VHN ^ "^b Nbtr> snn mai
aisn bs ca S"D N'aan t-oa vsb

run cvn cnsian nais wm abiyn bsa
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" From this you may learn that the prophet (Obadiah) did
not prophesy only against the land of Edom, which is in

the neighbourhood of the land of Israel, but also against that

people which branches offfrom thence, and is spread through the
whole world, and that is the people of the Christians in this

our day, for they are of the children of Edom." (Comment, on

Obadiah.) Here, then, we have Maimonides, Kimchi, Aben
Ezra, and Abarbanel, all giving the same interpretation, and
all asserting that Edom means the Christians. According to

this interpretation, then, the above dreadful imprecations are

for the destruction of the Christians. Is this tolerant or charit-

able ? Is this in accordance with Moses' account of the Divine
character " Merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abun-
dant in goodness and truth ?" Are these the petitions that

poor sinful creatures ought to offer when they assemble for the

worship of the Creator of all flesh ? Above all, are they
suitable in an English synagogue, and in the present day ?

You may say that Kimchi and those other commentators, lived

in the times of Popery, and that Edom only means the Roman
Catholic Christians. But what will those Jews say who live in

Rome itself, and France, and Bavaria, and other Roman
Catholic countries ? You may think them in error, so do we,
but we cannot for that pray that God " would satiate the clods

with their blood, manure the earth with their fat, and cause

the stench of their carcases to ascend." We could not utter

such an imprecation against the cannibals of New Zealand,
nor the man-stealers of Africa. But if you say that you do
not offer up these petitions against the Christians, whether
Protestant or Romanist, may AVC ask against whom then are

they directed ? And what are your thoughts when you hear

these petitions read, and join in them in the synagogue ? The
literal Edom was destroyed long since ; the children of Edom
have long since been utterly lost. Where are their posterity
now to be found ? The above-named rabbies say the Romans
were descended from Edom, but where is their proof, either from
the Bible or from profane history ? But suppose it was so, how
will that prove that the Greeks, the French, the Germans, or

the inhabitants of the British isles are thus descended ? The
truth is, there is no historical evidence whatever to give even

a colour to this assertion respecting Rome. The rabbies found

dreadful denunciations of wrath against Edom in the prophets,

particularly in Obadiah and the thirty-fourth of Isaiah, and

they thought that Rome and the Christians deserved such

punishment more than any one else
; they therefore applied

them to these objects of their antipathy. As far as authentic

history will carry us, the descendants of the Edomites are to be

sought for rather amongst the Jews themselves, than amongst

any other people; for the last that we read of the Edomites is,
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that they were subdued by John Hyrcanus, and converted to

Judaism at the point of the sword.* Amongst the Jews, then,
their descendants have ever since continued, and strange

enough some of them may now be offering in the synagogue
these imprecations against themselves. But, however that be,

the prophecies against Edorn do certainly not apply to the

Christian religion, which was not Edonutical, but altogether
Jewish in its origin. Jesus of Nazareth was a Jew, and his

apostles and first disciples from a province of Judea as remote
as possible from Edom. And even if the rabbies could prove
that Rome is Edom, still this will have nothing to do with the

other nations who are no wise descended from, or connected
with that city or people.
We are not ignorant of the many prophecies against Edom,

but, however many or severe, they form no justification of these

prayers, even if the rabbies know who is intended. God is

a merciful God, as well as a just Judge, and when he arises to

judgment, or when he utters a denunciation of wrath, we may
be sure that he does all in truth and righteousness. But that

furnishes no excuse for the sons of men who presumptuously
take upon themselves to call down God's wrath by prayer, or

to offer themselves as the executioners of his anger. The
Word of God contains many denunciations of wrath against the

Jews, but this does not justify the nations who have persecuted
and oppressed them. What would the Jews think of us if we
collected all the fearful passages in the twenty-sixth chapter of

Leviticus, and the twenty-eight
of Deuteronomy, and wove them

into a prayer to call down God's wrath upon the people of

Israel ? What would they say if we appointed this form
for the most solemn days, and for the time of our festivity ?

Yet this is what the rabbies have done, and what the oral law

prescribes, and therefore we say, that such teaching is not from
God. And we say this, not simply because reason leads to this

conclusion, but because such prayers are directly contrary to

the express command of God. When he sent the Jews into

captivity
to Babylon, he did not tell them to pray that " he

might pour out his wrath" upon that city, and much less to
" satiate the clods with the blood

"
of its inhabitants. On the

contrary, he said
" And seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you

to be carried away captives, and pray unto the Lord for it : for

in the peace thereof shall ye have peace." (Jerem. yxix.
7.)

Now how docs this command agree with the above prayers r

Suppose even that the rabbies were right, and that Edom does
mean Rome, how can the Jews there pray for its peace and for

its utter destruction at the same time ? Those prayers are

See Jest's Geschichte, vol. i. 70 and 153.

C
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utterly irreconcilcable with this command, of God, and there-

fore furnish another proof of the error as well as the intolerance

of the oral law. This was the object which we had peculiarly
in view. We do not wish to burden every Israelite in London
with this intolerance. Many are perhaps ignorant that such

pi-avers are offered in the synagogue many overlook them

through inattention, and many others disapprove of them.
But in those who do know and disapprove, it is exceedingly
inconsistent to join in them, or to remain silent. The spirit of

these prayers is thus countenanced, and the intolerance handed
down from generation to generation. Children go to the sy-

nagogue, and hear these prayers offered ; they think as it is

the language of prayer, of public prayer, of the prayers of the

people of Israel, it must be right. What other conclusion can

they form ? Thus they imbibe the same spirit, and thus the

people of Israel are kept in bondage to the intolerance of

by-gone generations. But some will
say,

We acknowledge
that these prayers are contrary to the Bible. Remember, then,
that in making this acknowledgment, you admit that the

synagogue yea, the whole nation of Jews, has been in error

for many centuries. And if the Jewish nation has been

universally mistaken upon so simple, yet essential, a point
of religion as true charity, it is highly probable that they are

mistaken on other points too, especially those that are more dif-

ficult and less obvious to human reason. But above all,

remember that whilst the whole system of the oral law, in

its precepts and prayers, has taught you to curse your enemies,
Jesus of Nazareth has taught us to bless. " Ye have heard
that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate

thine enemy : but I say unto you, Love yomr enemies, bless

them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray
for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you." (Matt.
v. 43, 44.)

" Bless them which persecute you : bless, and curse

not." (Rom. xii. 14.) But some Israelites may still think that

it is unfair to judge the oral law by this one service for the

Passover. Such an one we would remind of the blessing of

the Epicureans, as it is called, which he is bound to say

: nv bsniz? nbsn bm
" in every prayer, every day." (Hilchoth T'phillah, c. ii. 2.)

22-0 nytzn TOW bm mpn Tin bs n
mrraa c^asm ims*1 mrra oHTm nas <

<

: rrTT yasni D^IS 1212? TT nns
" O let the slanderers have no hope : all the wicked be an-

nihilated speedily, and all the tyrants be cut off quickly ;
humble

thou them quickly in our days. Blessed art thou, O Lord, who
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destroyed our enemies." (Daily Prayers, fol. 36.) Here is the
same utter want of mercy. No desire for their amendment, no
prayer for their conversion, but an invocation of sudden wrath
ana destruction. And this the synagogue prescribes, not on
its feasts

only,
but every day; yea, and every time of prayer is

to be marked by the voice of malediction. There is also an-
other command relating to this daily malediction, which illus-

trates still farther the spirit of the oral law.

Tio BT sbi brosi nyti
nyta csi . vnnn nn T.OSP

TIES'' TO wbs ib p'noD VM
: 12 np-na mo-iip^s NO vnnn

" If the reader in the synagogue should make a mistake, or

be confused and not know where to begin, and delay for

an hour, then let another rise up in his stead. But if he made
the mistake with regard to the blessing of the Epicureans, he
is not to be waited for, but let another instantly rise up in his

stead, for perhaps he is infected with Epicureanism." (Ibid. c.

x. 3.) According to this law, if the reader go wrong in in-

voking a blessing, or offering up an intercessory prayer for

mercy, such a petition may be delayed for a whole hour. But
if this malediction should be the place of his mistake, there is to

be no delay and no postponement. If the reader cannot offer

it in time, another is to rise up immediately, and cry to heaven
for a curse.

No. XVII.

RABBINIC LEGENDS IN THE SYNAGOGUE SERVICES.

WE have just considered the extraordinary command of the

oral law, which provides, that, if the reader in the synagogue
should make a mistake in reading the prayers, the congregation
shall wait for him for an hour : except the mistake occur in

cursing the Epicureans, for then,
" He is not be waited for, but

let another instantly rise up in his stead, for he is, perhaps,
infected with Epicureanism. The special notice of this case is

as honourable to the Jews as it is condemnatory of the oral law.

It would appear from this that such mistakes had occurred.

Readers in the synagogues have sometimes stumbled and
stammered when th'ey came to this fearful malediction. And
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truly we are not surprised, if a man of piety, acquainted with
God's Word, should be overwhelmed in publicly cursing bis

fellow-men, and be unable to bring the words of imprecation
over his lips. The care which the Scribes took to legislate for

such an occurrence, implies an honourable testimony to the good
feeling of the nation, though it strongly marks their own in-

tolerance, and forms a striking contrast to the spirit inculcated
in the teaching of Jesus of Nazareth. When his disciples
asked him to teach them to pray, he taught them a short form

;

but short as it was, it contained the petition,
"
Forgive us our

trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us," and
was followed by this admonition,

" For if ye forgive men their

trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if

ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father

forgive your trespasses." (Matt. vi. 14, 15.)
The intolerance which we have noticed, proves sufficiently

that the religious ideas of the oral law have not been drawn
from Moses and the prophets ; and this will appear still further

from the absurd legends which are alluded to in the prayers of

the synagogue, as if they were acknowledged verities, in the

Liturgy for the feast of Pentecost, which is now approaching,
we find more than one such allusion, to which we would most

earnestly call your attention. And first of all, those prayers

recognise the legend of Leviathan and Behemoth. In the

morning service for that day the Jews repeat the following
words :

ens -piirrpbsn jVn nao
wn-i -lira mm "mbi

712 strip-* . srrn-n-a rnonn naaa vna-ipa . srnmp
ma-inn rr-a rrb a-ipo . wrraaai 'nr'sn rrbab

7irrap ^TM . Kmotn -nmD-r on
mo ion . srvn >DD2 n-n vpasnoi

Which D. Levi thus translates :
" He will

certainly
bestow on

us the portion which he hath promised us of old. The sporting
of Leviathan with the ox of the high mountains,* when they
shall approach each other and engage in battle. With his horn

he thrusts at the mightiest beasts, but the Leviathan will leap
towards him with his fins and great strength. His Creator

will then approach him with his great sword, and will prepare
him for an entertainment (or a banquet) for the righteous ;

who
will be seated at a table formed ofjasper and carbuncle, with a

This alludes to mom. See Job xl. 15, &c. D. Levi.
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river of balm flowing before them. When they will delight
themselves and be satiated with the bowls of wine prepared at

the creation, and reserved in the wine-press." In this portion
of the Liturgy of the synagogue, there is a very plain reference

to the battle between Behemoth and Leviathan. The felicity
of the righteous in the world to come is also described, and a

part of it is said to consist of the banquet which God will

prepare for them from the flesh of Leviathan, when he shall

have killed him. It is true tliat D. Lcvi has the following
note on this banquet :

" All this is to be understood in a

figurative sense, and by no means literally, as several Christian

commentators have done, and thus cast undeserved reproach
on the Rabbinical writers." But he has neither given us his

authority, nor his reasons for this assertion
;
nor has he ex-

Elained

"the meaning of the figure. We should be glad to

now what ninety-nine out of every hundred Jews understand
when they hear this read in the synagogue. What do they
understand by the name Behemoth ? What by Leviathan ?

What by God's killing him ? What by preparing him as a

banquet for the righteous ? But however Jews in the present

day may explain it away, there can be little doubt how the

authors of this hymn and the Jews of old understood it. In the

Talmud we have the following account of these two great
beasts:

rrnpn. N-ntP bs m -ION mirp m
7mbi rmn rarn 7mb n OMTQ rapsi -IDT

rrcb m 7>ppT3 Mbabsi om nnpai -IDT pnVps
DTD n"D.pn now nn . ibis: nbisn bD Tanna

-rnsb n^-reb nnbai nnpsn ns nm -iDTn ns
mera *]Nt . D^D, IHW 7'onn nN S"1

ntb nt rppta sbabwi cnn nnp3i -IDT F

-IDTH D"T*D rrspn nws na ibiD nbirn
: s->2b T^nrb n^pnsb moan n^

" R. Judoh said, Rav said, Everything that God created in

this world he created male and female. And thus he did with.

Leviathan the piercing serpent, and Leviathan the crooked

serpent, he created them male and female. But if they had
been united, they would have desolated the entire world.

What, then, did the Holy One do ? He took away the strength
of the male Leviathan, and slew the female and salted her for

the righteous for the time to come, for it is said,
' And he shall

slay the whale (or dragon) that is in the sea.' (Isaiah xxvii. 1.)

In like manner with regard to Behemoth upon a thousand

mountains, he created them male and female, but if they had
been united they would have desolated the entire world.

G 3
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What then did the Holy One do ? He took away the strength
of the male Behemoth, and made the female barren, and
preserved her for the righteous for the time to come." (Bava
Bathra, fol. 74, col. 2.) In this narrative there are no marks
of allegory. The creation of the world is not an allegory, hut
a fact. The creating of living creatures male and female is

another fact. The weakening of the male and the salting of

the female to prevent the desolation of the world, does not look

like a figure. The Jewish commentators certainly take the
matter very seriously, and speak of the creation of Leviathan,
not as of an allegory, but as of a real occurrence. Thus K.

Moses, the son of Nachman, in his commentary on the words,
" And God made great whales," after describing the great size,

adds,

7rnb Kin trbi-nn o^rann "3 nns la

nnboi n2p:n mm mp:n -IST Dwn tnt rat
rrn sb nt MSO o -K&BS . sinb rvisb o^fsb

: TIE YTOE wb o 73 >n^ cnn -ins'w nun
' And our rabbies have said that ' the great whales' mean Le-
viathan and his mate, for God created them male and female,
but slew the female, and salted her for the righteous for the time
to come : and perhaps this is the reason why the words,

' And
it was so,' are not added, for they (the race of

Leviathan] did

not continue." (Com. in Gen. i. 21.) From this it is evident

that the famous rabbi knew nothing of an allegory, for he
makes this legend the reason why certain words used after the

other works of creation are not here applied. In like manner
Abarbanel speaks of this same pair of living creatures as real,

and as possibly belonging to the class of great whales.

niron -oo "rroo nrrm yrorr airon bho on
cna HP ^ n^nnn n^n am CQ7n brats

-in nm IEN na^eon p-en nasip inm n^Vna
K3^bT sp mn sin Mant san

mpi n^na br Knbn n^b wan^ MTIIS

p^nn^ nffafl N^n sn^n1
* n wanno . n^tbymm sb ^wi T^nn^si NITOT n'-rj nn a^

riT2 M2V31 . pb rnfcft mn pb
jmb 'bis'j .nvawn a^n <TTI' nvn m

nvn DE vn nbwa
man nmsb

run cipEQ nnb -pis 7^1
" But if the Scripture class creeping things and fish together,
then, this verse tells us that God created various species,
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for some of them arc great -whales, as is said in the 5th

chapter of Bava Bathra, Kabbah Bar Bar Channa says, Once

upon a time we were sailing in a ship, and we saw that

fish upon whose back the sand remains and rushes grow ;

we thought it was terra firma, and landed, and remained
there and cooked. But when the fish's back grew warm,
he turned round, and if the ship had not been at hand we
must have been drowned.' They that go down to the sea.

in ships in the present time tell similar stories : and perhaps
the Leviathan and his mate, mentioned by our rabbies,

belonged to this species. However, the philosophers of

the children of our people attribute to this chapter matter

deeper than philosophy, but which we do not want in

this place." (Com. in Gen. i. 21.) It is true that Abarbanel
here distinctly admits the existence of mysteries in that

chapter of the Talmud. But it is equally plain, that he
considered the Leviathan, mentioned by the rabbies, not as

an allegory, but a real creation ; and therefore assigned
it to the same class as the wonderful fish seen by Bar Bar

Channa, unless we take his words as a sly insinuation, that

the story of Leviathan is about as true as that narrated

by the Veracious rabbi.

These two great rabbies, then, did not take the legend
of Leviathan figuratively ; and we might add some other

similar testimonies, but that Behemoth also claims a share

of our attention, and an inquiry into his nature will con-

tribute evidence to the same effect, that this legend was not
token figuratively but literally. In the first place, D. Levi
himself refers us to Job xl. 1*5, and there we read,

" Behold
now Behemoth, which I made with thee ; he eateth grass
like an ox." Here there certainly is no allegory. The
words speak of a living creature, and so they are inter-

preted by all the Jewish commentators, whom we have an

opportunity of consulting. Ralbag says

: 73 1EE7 c^n bsn Kin rnnna
"Behemoth is an animal, and that is his name." (Com.
in loc.) Aben Esra, on the words,

" Behold now Behemoth,
which I made with thee," says

nsaD nbiia aiara r n'pna nena ctz? more
nar> nnnsa "a nt&a"a nmms ^ob -pr
marrams las nrta 'a onaiN on o*a

: am -pf nn TK&w^n m c
" Behemoth is the name of a great beast. In the habitable

world there is not a greater than it. The reason why the
words ' with thee

'

are added, is, that it is a land animal,



132 RABBINIC LEGENDS

and at the end he mentions Leviathan, which is an animal
of the sea. But some say the meaning of 'with thee' is,

that the beasts were created on the same day with the first

Adam ;
but this interpretation is after the manner of a

drash." (Aben Esra in loc.) This passage not only gives
Aben Esra's opinion as to the real existence of Behemoth,
but shows that other commentators, to whom he alludes,

were of the same mind. Rashi not only asserts the ex-

istence, but says plainly, "Pn3?b "plft nDDPOj "Behe-

moth, that is prepared for the time to come." And again,
in his commentary on Psalm 1. 10, he takes the words

F]bN "mra m^na, which we translate, "The cattle

upon a thousand hills," as referring to "Behemoth upon a
thousand hills," and says

*lb nsvn Hints fnsn rmsob 7pinnn sin
DVI nv 731 nvb

" This is he that is prepared for the banquet of the time

to come, for he eats up the produce of a thousand hills in

one day, and every day they grow again." The context

of these words evidently show that Rashi, the most popular,
and the most read of all the Jewish commentators, looked

for a real, not an allegorical, feast upon the flesh of the

Leviathan and Behemoth. The preceding and following
words speak not of allegorical, but of real cattle and fowls.

According to Rashi, the whole passage would read thus :

" I will take no bullock out of thy house, nor he-goats out

of thy folds. For every beast 01 the forest is mine, and
Behemoth upon a thousand hills. I know all the fowls of

the mountain," &c. Here, then, Behemoth is introduced

amongst real animals all fit for food, so that it is impossible
to take it figuratively. This animal is also suitable in size

for so great an entertainment ;
he consumes the produce of

a thousand mountains every day. This was also the opinion
of Jonathan, for in his Targum on the fiftieth Psalm he
has paraphrased the tenth verse as follows :

mnsn Nunin nvn a n BTIN
MOV bm ^-n -12 -nm

" For every beast of the wood is mine, and I have prepared
for the righteous in Paradise pure cattle, and the wild ox,

that feeds every day upon a thousand mountains." All

these testimonies (and many more might be added) plainly

prove, that the Jews, in times past, looked for a real and
substantial feast upon Leviathan and Behemoth ; and when
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we remember that the commentary of Rashi is the first that is

put into the hands of the Jewish youth all over the world, and
that it is generally regarded as almost, if not altogether, in-

spired, it is easy to conclude what is the opinion of the great

majority of Jews, even in the present day, as to this enter-

tainment. Maimonides, indeed, denies that there will be any
eating and drinking in the world to come. He says

nwea sbs rvin ^ ia 7*N **3n cbirn
7^1 Vwn .mn "asbaa i^-ia sba laba

bi nb-ow b in 7"s
" In the world to come there is neither body nor corporeality,
but only the souls of the righteous without a body, like the

ministering angels. So neither is there eating and drinking."
(Hilchoth Fshuvah, c. viii. 2.) But this is a solitary opinion,
as is evident from the note on the passage by Abraham ben

Dior, who says

o^anp Tin nrn arsn
~rna sb rnsiab n^nan n^nn

:nt by b'in run mn sb
" The words of this man are, in my eyes, very near to those

of him who says, that there is no resurrection to the body,
but only to the soul ; and I sware by my life that this was
not the opinion of our wise men of blessed memory." In-

deed Maimonides himself acknowledges, in his Commentary
upon the Mishna, that the majority of the Jews thought very
differently of the world to come. He there enumerates five

classes of opinions, amongst which one is, that at that time
the earth will bring forth clothes ready made, and bread

ready baked ; but in every one of the five, good eating and

drinking is a main article. Of the fifth class he says

nbsn E"a*arn n-nana nmn cm rwan roi
mm rr^an wa^a? win nbrnnn -a tmaiwi cbia

vm inapi nc? ibatn pr pb

" And the fifth class (and they are numerous) include all these

things, and say that the great hope is, that Messiah shall

come and raise the dead, and they shall be gathered into

Paradise, and there shall eat and drink and be in good health

to all eternity." (Sanhedrin, fol. 119, col. 1.) This, then,

Maimonides gives as the general expecta-tion of the majority,
and this expectation exactly agrees with the above description
of the feast to be prepared from Leviathan and Behemoth.

c s
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We have, therefore, not only the testimony of the most ce-

lebrated rabbles to prove that this feast is not allegorical but

literal, but we have the still stronger evidence of the general
expectations of the nation as enumerated by Maimonidee.
D. Levi ought, therefore, to have said that he understood it

allegorically, but we have seen that this is not the opinion of

the nation, nor of the most celebrated rabbies. We are there-

fore warranted in saying that the prayers of the synagogue
not only

consecrate the intolerance of the Talmud, but also

stamp its absurd legends with authority. It is
surely

not

exceeding the bounds of soberness and modesty to call this

story of the battle between Leviathan and Behemoth, and the
feast to be prepared of their flesh, and the salt meat of the
female Leviathan, an absurd legend. David Levi evidently
thought it was such, and was therefore glad to betake him-
self to allegory. In the Bible there is not one word about
the killing or salting of the female Leviathan, nor about the

capacious stomach of Behemoth, which requires a thousand
mountains daily to satisfy it. This is all the pure inven-
tion of the rabbies, and we ask the Jews whether such legends
form fit subjects for the prayers or praises of the synagogue,
or whether they can be acceptable in the eyes of the God of

Israel ? We do not mean to conceal the fact, that Christian

prayer-books may be found with legends as fabulous, and as

foolish. But they are the prayer-books of former generations,
or of those who still adhere to traditions of men. With them
we have nothing to do. Three hundred years have now
elapsed since our forefathers cleared out all such follies. But
the Jewish, prayer-books still remain unchanged, and unless

the Jews make some vigorous effort, the legend of Leviathan
and Behemoth will be read with all solemnity in the svna-

gogues of England at the coming Feast of Pentecost. It is

grievous to think that that nation which once held up the

torch of Divine truth to enlighten the world, should still

abide in the darkness and superstitions of the Talmud. And
yet this is* beyond all doubt, the condition of Israel, so long
as the Divine authority of the Talmud is recognised in their

public prayers.
Individuals may say, that they do not believe

in its follies, nor cherish its intolerance, but this cannot be
said of the majority. The synagogue, in its public worship,
still pronounces the maledictions, and recites the legends of

the oral law, and thus declares, in the most solemn manner
that can be devised, that the religion of the Talmud is the

religion of the congregation. A mere confession of faith is

nothing to such a declaration as this. A man may trifle with
bis fellow-men, but sentiments addressed to God in prayer
or praise must justly be considered as the language of the

heart.
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How different is the doctrine of the New Testament.
There all these monstrous fables are utterly rejected ; there

is not even an allusion to them. Mahomet, confessedly the

author of a false religion, has incorporated not a few of the

Talmudic legends into the Koran. But the disciples of Jesus
of Nazareth, though they lived at a time when tho patronise rs

of these fables had power, were altogether preserved from
such absurdity. They have transmitted no such distorted view
of God's dealings in creation, nor of the joys which he has

prepared for his people in eternity. Their doctrine is, that,
" Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of

the world." (Acts xv. 18.) He is "The Father of lights,
with whom is no variableness nor shadow of turning." (James
i. 17.) They also give us an account of the felicity of the

blessed, but a feast upon Leviathan or Behemoth is not one
of its features. "

Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men,
and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people,
and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.
And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes ; and there

shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying ; neither

shall there be any more pain : for the former things are passed

away." (Rev. xxi. 3, 4.)
"
Beloved, now are we the sons of

God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be ; but we
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him, for

we shall see him as he is." (1 John iii. 2.) These are the

hopes and expectations which that body of Jews, who rejected
the oral law, have taught us to entertain and to cherish.

Yes, brethren of the house of Israel, our hope is altogether
Jewish. We do not mean to charge upon

" the peculiar

people of God "
the folly of the Talmud. Some of the nation

forsook the pure Word of God, and adopted the doctrine of

an oral law. The natural consequence was, t*iat they ad-

vanced gradually farther and farther in the mazes of error ;

and there all their followers continue. But we never
forget

that it was another portion of the Jewish nation which

taught us to worship the true and living God. Our only
wish is, that you would forsake Jewish error, and embrace
Jewish truth.
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THAT the traditions of the Talmudists abound with the most
absurd and incredible stories, is a matter of notoriety. But
when a Talmudist is pressed with any one of these, as a proof
that the oral law is not from God, he has a ready answer. It
is an allegory, and contains the most profound and mysterious
wisdom. It would be very easy to show from the books printed
in Jewish-German, for the edification of the women and the

unlearned, and where the legends are related as undoubted
matter of fact, that this is a mere evasion. But we have other
evidence that is indisputable. The Liturgy of the synagogue
alludes to many as to authentic history, and we would not
believe any one who should dare to assert, that the Rabbinists,
in prayer, utter with their lips, what they do not believe in

their heart. In the Pentecost prayers, from which we have

already quoted, we find allusion to an anecdote recorded of

Adam,

tp . rrainnrn on bsna bs rrbsn
'a-nsb antp . D^BT "wpnb pu7i . n^aaan

o^aeba i^ via ma . o^aastz? ran? amp *32S

rnaai rrw nnas
Which D. Levithus translates, "It (the Sabbath-day) is the end
of all work above and beneath ; it is accounted the seventh

among the days ;
the first convocation of seasons ; holy to the

Lord of hosts ; a glorious holy Sabbath to those who rest

thereon ;
it redeemed the first created man from judgment ; he

chanted a song, and appeased the wrath of God." (fol. 81.)
Here two important circumstances, not mentioned by Moses,
are alluded to. First, that the Sabbath redeemed Adam from

judgment, and secondly, that his song appeased the wrath

of God. They are found in the traditions of the rabbies at

full length, and are related as follows :

vnw ^obpa mi&n \asba vm 7137 722
tp 2-1172 m^sirrr 7^21 7137 7:b ims

7121 i^asb i^s 7ia7S"tn msb -iia^ao 71073721

nnw ^21 nbi372 ain nm sb
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TOMB? via-a T? in vwnp wn it

av nism . irns anp"i "sraam nv ns
nna mw ns-n narpa ba? na^-ra m bs'a mam
anpi rot&n nw rrspn -y-a D2nb b -N me? ba?

note ic3a7 . rot&n ovb -ratal -nia>a b-nnn
ntn -iiaron -ini bwoHP "i . rarcn nvb

TV rn-ivrn bsa naa^ai no
: "121

"At the seventh hour of the day, on the eve of the Sabbath, the

first Adam was introduced into Paradise
;
and the ministering

angels were engaged in lauding and introducing him. But
between the suns, on the eve of the Sabbath, he was driven out,
and went forth ; and the ministering angels were calling to

him, and saying,
' Adam being in honour abideth not : he

is like the beasts t-liat perish.' It is not written,
' like a beast

that perishes,' but ' like the beasts that perish ;

'

i.e., they both.

The Sabbath-day came, and became an advocate for the first

Adam. It said before God, Lord of the world, in the six days
of the creation, nothing in the world was killed, and wilt thou

begin with me ? Is this my sanctification, and is this my
blessing, as it is said,

' And God blessed the seventh day, and
sanctified it.' Therefore by the merit of the Sabbath-day Adam
was delivered from the judgment of hell

; and when Adam saw
the power of the Sabbath, he said, It was not for nothing, that

the Holy One, blessed be He, blessed and sanctified it, so

he began singing and chanting to the Sabbath-day, as it is

said,
' A psalm or song to or for the Sabbath-day.' (Psalm

xcii. 1.) Kabbi Ishmael says, This psalm was said by the first

Adam, but was forgotten in all the generations, until Moses
came and restored it." (Pirke Elcazar, fol. 13, col. 3.) The
Yalkut Shimoni gives the story substantially the same, except-

ing that when Adam said,
" A psalm or song to the Sabbath-

day," the Sabbath reproved him, and said, "Dost thou sing
hymns to me ? Come and let us both sing hymns to the Holy
One, blessed be He, ' It is a good thing to give thanks unto the
Lord.'

"
(Ps. xcii. 1.) This, then is the story which the

prayer-book of the synagogue authenticates, by interweaving,
in its addresses to the God of Israel, the above-quoted words

concerning the Sabbath, "It redeemed the first created man
from iudgment ; he chanted a song, and appeased the wrath of
God. From first to last it bears the plain marks of mendacity.
It misrepresents the merciful character of God, as if he would
have destroyed Adam, had it not been the Sabbath-day. It

ascribes a certain degree of merit to Adam, who had been

guilty of the most inexcusable ingratitude to his Divine Bene-
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factor. And it directly contradicts the narrative of Moses,
who ascribes the mercy vouchsafed to the spontaneous over-

flowings of the grace of God. Besides all this, it is perfectly
ludicrous to imagine that Adam, just driven out of Paradise for

his disobedience, with the curse of the Almighty resting upon
him, goaded by the pangs of a guilty conscience, and his whole
frame undergoing the mighty transition from immortality to

corruption it is perfectly ludicrous to imagine that he could
be in a fit mood to sit down and compose a poem. Indeed the

rabbies themselves have not left this story a fair appearance of

credibility, for on the very same page of the Yalkut, where this

origin of the ninety-second Psalm is described, another equally
veracious incident in the life of Adam, is assigned as the
occasion of its composition.

nnw iPM-in OTN mn -iiBtnn

o?23 na rrb nas Tp
Vnnn vnrcBnai nmi&n ware rrb

miam btp nrD bvra win "73 -ION vas by nct^n
: 11527)3 nawi iH7-in m 1123? TD jyry WTT sbi

" Rabbi Levi says, this hymn was said by the first Adam.
Adam happened to meet Cain, and said to him, What has

been done in the matter of thy judgment ? He replied,
I have repented, and been reconciled. Adam began to

strike his forehead with his hand, and said, So great is the

power of repentance, and I did not know it ! Immediately the

first Adam stood, and said this Psalm." Thus, on the showing
of the traditions themselves, this legend, formally adopted in

the prayers of the synagogue, is a falsehood. Can this be

acceptable worship ? Is it reasonable worship ? Is the legend
itself, in any of its features, worthy of that great people, tliat

received the law of God at Sinai ? This is the religion of tlie

High-priests and Pharisees who rejected Jesus of Nazareth,
and this the wisdom of those who condemned Him, and that

fully accounts for their conduct. Men, who had let loose their

imaginations into the regions of romance and fiction, were not

likely to love the sober truth inculcated by Jesus and his

disciples. Their appetites were vitiated, and they were not

satisfied with the unadorned narrative of Moses. They had 1
ost

all relish for the simple majesty of the " oracles of God." We
appeal to the native acuteness, and unsophisticated feeling of

every right-minded Jew, and ask whether it is not a melancholy
spectacle to behold the wise men of Israel thus trifling with the

sin of Adam, that sad event, the source of all our woes? Very
different is the tone in which the New Testament speaks both

of it, and of the mind of God in reference to it.
"
Wherefore,
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ae by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin ;

and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned :

for until the law sin was in the world ; but sin is not imputed
when there is no law. Nevertheless death reigned from Adam
to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude

of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of Him that was to

come. But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if

through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace
of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus

Christ, hath abounded unto many." (Romans v. 12 15.) But
whatever the Jews may think of the New Testament represen-
tation, we have here shown that their Liturgy contains an ab-

surd legend, borrowed from tradition ages ago, and which re-

mains there to this day. But, alas ! the very next sentence of

the prayer, from which we have quoted, contains two more.

1123 i D^aab as ^a isbi msb
rrbbrrob . n^aaan wsinb "<ba a?a . D^aiaa mna
fb HTT rranT . n^aaN rwa-n ma . onn nwn
. D^awno na -n wb lasa . n^awrp tra^n pa
ina rnanp na *a mat . D'osa b na ai "nain

" It (the Sabbath) is noted as a sign and a witness between the

heavenly Father and his children: observe its removals, as

taught by the wise men, not to bring out a load from within ;

death is pronounced against those that profane it, either by
excision or stoned with stones

; by the manna it was well

known unto thee in ancient days, for on the Sabbath that food

did not descend ;
the necromancers were not answered on it ;

remember that on it the incomprehensible river b resteth"

Amongst the other honours of the Sabbath-day, and the other

testimonies to its sacredness, this prayer recounts two miracles.

The one, that necromancers could not bring up the dead on that

day ; the other, the weekly Sabbatarian rest of the river Sam-
bation. The first of these miracles has been left by D. Levi
without notice or explanation. He thought, perhaps, that it

would not do in English. But to the second, the resting
" of

the incomprehensible river 6 " he has attached the following
note :

" 6 This denotes the river ]Vaap Sflid to rest on the Sabbath
from throwing up stones, &c., which it does all the week. See

Sanhedrin, fol. Ixv. 2
; Yalkut on Isaiah, fol. lii. 1 ; Pesikta,

Tanchuma, sect. SIZ7H "O- See also Shalsheleth Hakkabala,
and Juchsin."

D. Levi himself thus acknowledges, that no allegory is here

intended, but that the Rabbinists do really believe that there
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is a river that throws up stones all the week, and rests on the

Sabbath-day. Many and various are the accounts which the
rabbies give of it, but we shall confine ourselves to one or other
of D. Levi's references, which also throw light upon the subject
of the necromancers.

3?n ns sttnn Diarn oinita bstz? nt nbsa? ?]Hi

Vaian im rrai ib -IBM mavo DT nm ib -IBS

on rrb IBS . ^22 S-IBI "<3 roip ^22 "nm Vs
-im ib -IBS . Hrat& saTsm no 1*

"|

rrov vas biz? nap irar* 2is b$2 rrov
: nann

" Turnus Rufus, the wicked, also proposed this question to R.

Akiva, saying, Why is the Sabbath-day better than other days?
He replied, Why art thou greater than other men ? He
answered, So is the will of my Master. The rabbi said, So is it

with the Sabbath, such is the will of God. Turnus Rufus said,

But I mean to say, who will prove to me that this day is the

Sabbath-day ? "fhe rabbi answered, The river Sambation will

Erove
this ; a necromancer will prove this ; the grave of thy

ither will prove this, for the smoke is not made to ascend from
it on the Sabbath." (Sanhed. fol. 65, col. 2.} In his commentary
upon this passage, Rashi says of the Sambation,

*lBit& mrcn m^ brni cp:ns ba? ins -in:

: nai ispia? ratrrr DYOT -ybim
" The Sambation is a certain river of stones, which rolls along
all the days of the week, but on the Sabbath-day it is perfectly
still." He also explains to us what is meant by the smoke not

ascending from the grave on the Sabbath-day, in the following
note :

n2U?n mn^ ba oiam Dtmtai V2 be? -na

" On all the other days of the year a smoke was made to ascend
from the grave of the father of Turnus Rufus, for he was

suffering the judgment of burning, but on the Sabbath-day, the
sinners in hell have rest." Whether Tumus Rufus saw the

smoke or not, the Talmud does not inform us, but the Bereshith

Rabba, another work of equal credibility in such matters of fact,

tells the story a little more at length, and informs us that he
was not satisfied with the argument drawn from the river

Sambation. R. Akiva therefore advised him to cite his father

from the dead on the Sabbath and the other days, and that this
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experiment would convince him. To this Turnus Rufus

consented, and the results are described in the following
words :

-rm pbo b Hraam smtzn *nv ba pboi
"Tin 1

* rvnnyrrw nrra-r p rrb ION rrpoN Naan
sb ratzn rarcn mns SD ;vbs na 'aca nonw
mtrn n latra ia"N bs rrb ION rvbs
irm Ssn VYIN 10070 win jN3 iawa csbsN
ma*1 bD n^bav enwttf csb B^ bas 131 tb ION

a nn
3 rat&ai

" His father came up every day of the week, but on the

Sabbath-day he did not come up. On the first day of the week
he brought him up again, and said to him, Father, hast thou
been made a Jew since thy death ; why is it that thou comest

up on all the other days or the week, but not on Sabbath ? He
replied, Whosoever will not keep the Sabbath voluntarily in

your world, must keep it here in spite of himself. He men
said, Father, have you then got work on the other days of the

week, and rest on the Sabbath ? The father replied, On the
other days of the week we are judged, but on the Sabbath we
are at rest." (Bereshith Rabba, fol. 9, col. 4.) Such are the

legends which the Jewish Prayer-book, on the solemn feast of

Pentecost, stamps with all the authority of authentic history.
Is it necessary to prove to the Jews of England that both these

stories are utterly untrue ? Is it necessary to say, that there is

not, and never was, such a river as the Sambation ? Within a

century the world has been explored in every direction. From
Cooke to Kotzebue the globe has been many times circumnavi-

gated, but none has brought us any tidings of the Sambation.
Since the times of Benjamin of Tudela, and Abraham Peritsol,

there has been a host of adventurous travellers, but none had
the luck to behold the miraculous torrent of the Sambation. In
this very city Jews are occasionally found from every part of

t
the world, but from the banks of tne Sambation no messenger

j has yet arrived. The whole account is a fiction, and is unworthy
I of a place in the prayers of the Jews of England. The same

may be said of the necromancers, who obtain no answer on the

Sabbath-day. It is nothing more than a clever fiction. By
the law of Moses necromancy is forbidden to the Jews, and
therefore the inventor well knew that no pious Jew would ever

make the experiment, either on the Sabbath or the other days.
The story of Turnus Rufus, and his father, as told in the
Bereshith Rabba, is plainly contrary, even to the assertions of

the oral law itself. The father is made to say,
" Whosoever
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will not keep the Sabbath voluntarily in your -world, must keep
it here, in spite of himself;" which implies that all, who do not

keep the Jewish Sabbath, must be punished in the flames of
hell ; whereas the oral law says that the observance of the
Sabbath is not required of the sons of Noah. When this prayer
was introduced into the Liturgy of the synagogue we know not,
but there it now stands, and in one short paragraph contains

three downright falsehoods. David Levi himself points us to

R. Akiva as the author of the last two ; and accordingly the

Talmud records the original reference to the business of the

necromancers and the river Sambation, as proceeding from the

mouth of that great Rabbi. This brings us back to the time

immediately succeeding the rejection of Jesus of Xazareth, and
shows us the superstition and the falsehood of those who
rejected him. Either R. Akiva invented these things himself,
and then he is guilty of deliberate falsehood, or he received

these accounts from others who went before him, and then he

{was a superstitious man, and the guilt of inventing falsehood is

Thrown back on the earlier rabbies. What is to be thought
then of the wisdom of those men who were weak enough to

believe, or wicked enough to invent, such absurd fables ? Yet
these are the men who opposed Christianity, and this is the

system which a large portion of the Jewish nation has preferred
for 1700 years. That the Rabbinical Jews have firmly believed

these legends is plain. They occur in the Talmud, whose

authority is regarded as divine. They are repeated by Rashi,

Ramban, Bechai, and a whole host of the most esteemed Jewish
writers. They have formed a part of the synagogue service

for centuries, and are still found in the Prayer-books of the

English Jews, to testify that they are not yet emancipated
from the chains of superstition. If they had been, if any
considerable number of Jews had been convinced of the

falsehood of these stories, they would never have suffered them
to remain in the worship of God. It is utterly impossible to

suppose that men would sanction the solemn propagation of

falsehood, and yet whenever the Pentecost prayers are read or

printed, there the fables of Behemoth and Leviathan, Adam
and the Sabbath, Turnus Rufus and the Sambation, are

solemnly accredited to the world as worthy of all belief and
honour. The fact that they constitute a part of a solemn

address to Almighty God, and that not from an individual, but

from the congregation of Israel, gives them a sanction that

nothing else could confer. The foreign Jew who comes to

England from some country where there is not so much light,

might, if he found such fables struck out of the English

synagogue service, obtain a little light, and go back to his

countrymen with the news, that the enlightened English Jews
have rejected all these absurdities ; and thus the moral emanci-
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pation of the nation might be prepared throughout the world.

But no; the superstitious Talmudist from Turkey, or from

Barbary, or the North, arrives in England, goes to the sy-

nagogue, and finds the same fables and the same superstitions
that he had learned in bis less favoured native land, and
returns as he came. Perhaps he takes with him a copy of the

synagogue prayers, printed in London, and exhibits to his

countrymen Behemoth and Leviathan, the necromancers and
the Sambation, adorned with all the beauty of English printing,

paper, and binding. There is surely a great and solemn

responsibility resting on those Israelites who do not believe

these fables, to protest against their admission into the prayers
of the synagogue. The honour of the nation, the welfare of

their brethren, and the glory of God, all call for such a public

protestation. The Jewish nation is a great and intellectual

people, highly gifted by God with those powers that adorn and

dignify humanity. Biit this is not the estimate formed by the

world at large. 'Why not P Because the world at large knows

only the fables and absurdities of the Talmud, but is ignorant
cfftfre real monuments of Jewish genius. What can be said,

then, by an advocate for the Jews, to one who holds the Jewish
mind cheap ? All arguments will prove powerless as long as

';
these instances of superstition and folly are contained in the

Jewish prayers. The objector will still point to them, and say,
If you want to know what men really believe, do not look at

their controversial works, or their apologetic writings, but
examine their Prayer-book. Consider not what they say to

man, but listen to what they say to God. There they are

sincere. What can we answer to'this argument ? Can we say
that all the follies and intolerance of former generations are

expunged ? No ; whether from love or from listlessness, there

they abide to this day.
But the honour of the nation is but of small weight compared

with its spiritual and temporal prosperity. The English Jews

might, by erasing all such passages, and thoroughly reforminsr

their Prayer-book, prove a blessing to their brethren scattered

through the world. Do the intelligent and enlightened part
of the nation really wish to raise their brethren in the moral
scale ? It must be done by purifying their religious notions.

There is an inseparable bond of union between religion and
moral virtue. Superstition degrades and enfeebles the mind ;

but zeal for the glory of God calls still more loudly npon eTery
devout Israelite to vindicate the honour of that revelation

which God consigned to their care, and which is obscured by
these fabulous additions.
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No. XIX.

LEGENDS IN THE PRAYERS FOR PENTECOST.

ONE of the most glorious circumstances in the national his-

tory of Israel, as well as one of the most extraordinary facts in

the records of mankind, is the descent of the Lord God upon
Mount Sinai to proclaim the law. Glorious it is for Israel, for

never did nation hear the voice of the Lord, speaking
out of the

midst of the fire, as Israel heard. The display of God's grace
and favour is the glory of his people, and here they were both

displayed pre-eminently. The grandeur and awfulness of the

scene we cannot now enter upon, except to remark, that the

grandeur of the reality is equalled by the dignity of the

narrative, which Moses has left us in the 19th and 20th

chapters of Exodus. None but an inspired historian could

have treated an event so honourable to his nation, with such

majestic simplicity. The style and tone furnish an irresistible

evidence to the truth of the relation. And perhaps this

evidence is much strengthened by the contrast presented in

the writings of the rabbies. There is no part of the Scripture

history which they have more amplified by additions of their

own ; as plainly stamped with falsehood, as the other with
truth. We have here a wide field before us, but shall confine

ourselves to those legends which are authenticated in the

synagogue prayers for the anniversary of that great event.

In the morning service for the second day is found an account
of the giving of the law, in which the following wonderful

passage occurs :

nrrbs rrrrcn sbs . nnsn DITHN amp
: nn>Ni 11202 ibnp nans .

" Dread seized the holy hosts, when thou didst turn the
mountain over them as a tub : they received the pure law with
fear and tremor." (D. Levi's Pentecost

Prayers,
fol. 150.)

Here is a circumstance in the giving of the law, which few
readers of the Pentateuch will remember. All will grant that

to see Mount Sinai hanging over them, like a tub or an ex-

tinguisher, was a very dreadful sight, if it really happened.
But surely every reasonable Israelite will inquire upon what
evidence it rests ? In all the previous history God appears as

a merciful Father, visiting his children in their affliction, re-

deeming them from bondage, and exhibiting miracle after

miracle as their safety or their necessity required ;
how is it,

then, that He appears so suddenly in the character of a tyrant
or a destroyer, ready to drop the mighty mountain upon the
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heads of his people, and cover them up for ever under the rocky
mass? Moses throws no light upon the subject. The oral law,
the Talmud, must explain the mystery.

-12 ^naN n ICN -inn jrnnna
HT2D -inn nw n"apn cn^br nsDtz; -rabn son
EH; isb CST aeio rninn ns ibapn cs nnb
wno 7SD apsp in n n -ins nan-nap snn

na-i

"And they stood at the nether part of the mountain (or
beneath the mountain). (Exod. xix. 17.) R. Avdimi, the son
of Chama, the son of Chasa, says, These words teach us that

the Holy One, blessed be He, turned the mountain over them
like a tub, and said to them, If ye will receive the law, well ;

but if not, there shall be your grave. R. Acha, the son of

R. Jacob, says, This is a great confession for the law."

(Shabbath, fol. 88, 1.)
From this extract it appears that the

whole foundation of the fable is a sort of pun upon the words

"inn riTinrn. " beneath the mountain," or as the English
translators rightly have it,

" at the nether part of the

mountain." R. Avdimi thought that these words meant, as

Rashi says, H7iaa inn nnn, "under the mountain in the

strictest sense of the words." But then the puzzle was, how the

Israelites got into that situation. R. Abdimi's imagination
supplied the rest. But in the first place, the word rPHnn
occurs often enough in both the singular and plural, but never
has this signification. In the second place, this fable directly
contradicts the Mosaic account. God had already sent notice

to inform the people of the giving of the law, and they
had replied, "All that the Lord hath spoken we will do?'

(Ver. 8.) In the third place, if the mountain was turned over

them like a tub, how did Moses get up to the top, and what
necessity was there for the command, " Go down, charge the

people, lest they break through ?" &c. (Ver. 21.) And lastly,
if the law was forced upon the Israelites contrary to their

wish, cannot they make this an apology for disobedience?

Is not this what R. Acha, the son of Jacob, actually does,

when he says,
" This is a great confession for the law ?"

So at least Rashi explains his words.

Mb nnb j-nb WOP CHIP nan
mbapa? nawn cnb w cirbs anbnpip na

"A great confession, for if he call them to judgment, saying,

Why have ye not kept that which ye took upon yourselves,

they have an answer, that they were forced to receive it."

(Rashi Comment, in loc.) And this fable, contrary to the

H
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narrative of Moses, derogatory to the mercy of God, and sub-

versive to the principle of human responsibility, the rabbies

have introduced into the prayers of the synagogue, and there it

still stands as an evidence or the absence of God's Spirit from
those who rejected Jesus of Nazareth, and imposed the oral law

upon Israel. But this want of wisdom appears not only in the

nature of the additions which they have made to the Word of

God, but also in the conflicting statements which these addi-

tions contain. In the legend just given Israel is represented
as having been unwilling to receive the law, and yet in the

morning service for the first day of Pentecost, we have an
allusion to another legend, which describes the great reward
bestowed upon them, because they received it with such a

ready mind.

3?E>3b na^ai < ispbs rnin bi37 ibnp en
arcna TO npi!n i lisa 71127373 stt?3 cms
mbbi nairoi nsibab i IB^D D'nro

"
They willingly took the yoke of his law upon them, and

caused the expression,
'We will do,' to precede,

' We will

hearken;' before they heard it they said, 'We will do,' and
which was accounted for righteousness to them; and they were

dignified with two crowns ; and rendered awful with the

sovereignty of the priesthood, and the Levitical institution."

(Pentecost Prayers, fol. 86.) At first sight it would appear a*

if this were a mere figurative expression to denote either the

priesthood and the Levitical institution, or the monarchy and
the priesthood. But- then a difficulty occurs, why are only two
crowns mentioned ? Every one knows that in a figurative sense

the oral law says that Israel is crowned with three crowns, as

it is said,

rmn TO s-w nroa nnro
: mabn nroi nains

" Israel is crowned with three crowns, the crown of the law,

and the crown of the priesthood, and the crown of the

kingdom." (Hilchoth Talmud Torah, chap. iii. 1.) Why
then does this prayer only mention two? It is because it

refers to a totally different circumstance. The number of

the crowns, and the reason assigned for their bestowal,
" because they caused the expression

' We will do,
'
to precede

' We will hearken,'
" both identify the allusion as being made

to the following Talmudic legend:

insi ins br>b

H27373 "T23D TITS
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c"niP3n nsa m* s-w istsna? JVDI
ns bs-w ^32 ibsairi "ioKa cip-tci nb2n

: 2-nra ina ens
" In the hour when Israel caused,

' We will do,' to precede
' We will hearken,' there came six hundred thousand minister-

ing angels, one to each Israelite, and invested him with two

crowns, one answering to ' We will do ;

' and the second an-
s\\ t rine to ' We will hearken.' But when Israel sinned, there

descended twelve hundred thousand evil angels, and took them

away : as it is said,
' The children of Israel stripped themselves

(or were stripped) of their ornaments hy the mount Iloreb.'
"

(Ex. xxxiii. 6.) (Shabbath, fol. 88, 1.) Here, then, is no

allegory, no allusion to the allegorical crowns of Israel, but
a narrative of a supposed fact, which occurred in the history
of each of the six hundred thousand Israelites who went forth

from Egypt. The commentary in the Talmud evidently treats

this as a grave and authentic history, for it tells us the material

of which the crowns were composed.

rra?a oboaan -p^b vn tin "?w anna "3tt?

: V3S "113? pp
" The two crowns were crowns of glory, therefore, when

Moses wore them the skin of his face shone." From this it is

evident that the Rabbinists considered this legend to be as

authentic as the fact recorded in the Bible (Exod. xxxiv. 30),
that the skin of Moses' face shone. They were not satisfied

with the honour conferred upon Moses, but were led, by a vain-

glorious feeling, to extend it to every individual Israelite, and
to add what is not said of Moses, but what increases the mar-
vellousness of the narrative, that six hundred thousand angels
descended for the purpose of crowning Israel, and that twice
that number was necessary for the removal of the crowns once
conferred. But how does this story agree with the former ?

If the Israelites were compelled to receive the law against
their will, by the terrors of the mountain hanging over their

heads, what great merit was there to deserve these two crowns ?

If the Israelites were so willing, and received such a glorious
reward, what necessity was there for turning the mountain over
them like a tub ? These stories are inconsistent in themselves,
without foundation in the Word of God, and are therefore

unworthy of a place in the prayers of Israel. But this prayer
has other particulars equally wonderful, to which we proceed.
A sentence or two farther on, this prayer describes the effect

which the delivery of the ten commandments produced upon
Israel.

< i^is -p-inn 11212 nnsi
IT OTIS? r las is>3 fb

H 2
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" When lie spoke the first word, his world was terrified, and
when they heard two commandments, they moved backward

the space of twenty-four b^a miles." (Pentecost Prayers, fol.

87.) To understand this, we must again refer to the Talmud,
which gives us the particulars.

BE *rH7 11211 Tim ba "nb 12 senm n ia
n"2pn
mi&n

: JTTT sbs PUT Nipn b
" Rabbi Joshua, the son of Levi, says, as each commandment

proceeded from the mouth of the Holy One, blessed be He,
Israel retreated twelve miles, and the

ministering angels led

them back, as it is said,
' the angels of the host did flee apace.'

(Ps. Ixviii. 13.) Do not read
-p-py, 'they fled;' but "PIT, they

led.'
"

(Shabbath, fol. 88, 2.) In this short passage we have

two deliberate alterations of the Word of God, in order to

square it with this absurd tradition. In the first place,

niS2!J "oba "
Kings of hosts "is changed into niN2! "Owbp"

angels of hosts," and in the second place,
"
They fled," is

changed into "
they led.

" These alterations do of themselves
throw discredit upon the story which requires them, and not

only upon this story, but upon the whole oral law, which
allows such trifling with the Word of God. But our business

is at present with the legend, and as it is told a little more

circumstantially in the Jalkut, it will be well to give that

version of it also.

vnttf Ta b^a 12737 o^arcb \nn Pinia

pnnrn ^a 1273? D^U? fnmnsb psma
757 b^a nrmi n^a?y nn Vo 12737 &iw
crnsa nvn ^msn i^bna isoa 11211 nni

rrnpn in ni?27 nmsn b
n 137^01 m

'"
They removed and stood afar off' (Exod.xx. 18) a distance

of twelve miles. This shows us that Israel retreated back-
wards twelve miles, and then advanced forwards twelve miles,

altogether twenty-four miles, as each commandment was
delivered. Thus they travelled in that day two hundred
and forty miles. At that time the Holy One, blessed be

He, said to the ministering angels, Descend and help your
brethren, for it is said,

' The Kings of hosts did lead, did
lead.' (Ps. Ixviii. 13.) That is, they led when they went,
and they led them when they returned/' (Jalkut Shimoni, part
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i. fol. 53, 1.) It is hardly needful to point out the absurdity
of this narration. Just think of the Israelites running away
twelve miles, when they heard a commandment, and then

brought back again, and then running away again. How un-

like the simple and dignified narrative which Moses has left !

We ask every intelligent Israelite what he thinks? Is this story
a falsehood? If so, why is it left in the prayers of the syna-

gogue? If it stood alone, we might suppose that by some over-

sight or other it had crept in, but we have already noticed

many like it, and the very next sentence of this same prayer
contains another.

obi5n mais 1275-1 > abi5 C5b -mb vrm
i nbTQn mbva b"n , cb^nn 15-11 ns-ip

i nb^ in bsiap bssi t cbs 101 mm
i nbi5b S3 nt na ib ibsan < nbipbp

: nbi5n -inn va^ab cvn
" When he come down to speak to the immortal people, the

people of the world were moved, dread seized them, and

trembling laid hold on them ; pain troubled them as a woman
in travail : they were shaken and disturbed, and their shadow

departed from them ; they all came to Kemuel, to divine with
their erroneous divinations, and asked him, What is this that

hath happened to the world ? Perhaps the world is this day to

return to its chaos." The preceding story told us what

happened to Israel, the allusion in this sentence tells us

of the terror which came upon the Gentiles ; but to understand

the allusion, we must again refer to the Talmud.

na ^na jna
nrtaj 5atZ7 pba5 nanba ->ai

'sb ias nsi pbas ns 5B7irr t&bm 1122 nina
n3nau?3B7 rac? mm ^na nais ^nan sn rmn

obi5 ^ioa ib^n ibip bw-inrb min
iiasi in^b^na ni5i ^nrns obi5n

obis irnpn: 1122 -iais ibis

rrrn ]iann bip na ib i-iai
n cnb nas cbi5b sn biaa

13-N n^a br biaa ib nas nbi5b bisa
tz7a nan ^ -ias3D s^na DN b biaa bns
ba n"nu?a la^stz; 5aa?a 122 cnb -ia a2B?3 TT

jnb ia i35att> -IK?N n:n pann bip nai r ic?2

n^na? rt33 n^22 ib tip n2io man
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E>pm obisn wnaaa? anp rrnvr
inns ^T1 in^b rro TT

: enbtrn 1122 n

" ' And Jethro the priest of Midian heard.' (Exod. xviii. 1.)

What was it that he heard which induced him to come and be
a proselyte ? R. Joshua says, he heard of the war with Amalek,
for immediately before it is written,

' And Joshua discomfited

Amalek and his people with the edge of his sword.' (Exod.
xvii. 13.) R. Eliezer, the Modite, says, he heard the giving of

the law, for when the law was given to Israel, his voice went
from one end of the world to the other, and all the nations of the

world were seized with trembling in their temples, and they
repeated a hymn, as it is said,

' In his temple doth every one

speak of his glory.' (Psalm xxix. 9.) They gathered them-
selves together to Baalam the wicked, and said to him, What
is the voice of the tumult which we have heard? Perhaps
a flood is coming upon the world. He replied,

' The Lord
sitteth upon the flood ;' yea, the Lord sitteth King for ever.'

(Verse 10.) The Holy One, blessed be He, has sworn long
since that He will not bring a flood upon the world. They
replied, He will not bring a flood of waters, but He will bring
a flood of fire ! for it is said,

'

By fire will the Lord plead,'

(Isaiah Lxvi. 16.) He answered them, He has sworn long since

that he will not destroy all flesh. What, then, is the voice of

the tumult which we have heard ? He said to them, God has
had a most desirable good in the house of his treasures, which
has been treasured up with him for nine hundred and seventy-
fbur generations before the creation of the world, and he now
seeks to give it to his children, for it is said,

' The Lord will

give strength to his people.' Then they all began and said,

The Lord will bless his people with peace.'
"

(Ps. xxix. 11.)

(Zevachin, fol. 116, 1.) This is the fable to which your prayers
refer, and which all Israel throughout the world is taught to

believe, and to commemorate in the solemn act of public

worship. That it is a mere fable is very easy to prove. First,

it contradicts the narrative given by Moses. This fable says
that the tremendous noise made at the giving of the law,

brought Jethro to Moses that this was what he heard. But if

you will read the whole verse, from which the Talmud quotes a
tew words, you will find that there was no occasion for asking
what Jethro heard, for Moses himself expressly tells us what he

heard, and why he came. " When Jethro, the priest of Midian,
Moses' father-in-law, heard of all that God had done for Moses,
and for Israel his people, and that the Lord had brought Israel

out of Egypt, then Jethro," &c. (Exodus xviii. 1 5.) If you
will read the whole chapter, you will find that Jethro was come



LEGENDS IN THE PRAYKRS FOR PENTECOST. 151

and gone before the law was given, and consequently before the

tremendous noise was made ; so that it is certainly false that

this was the cause of his coming. Secondly, that all the nations

heard the voice of God is false, for it also contradicts the

language of Moses, who makes it the peculiar privilege of

Israel, that they alone heard the voice. " Did ever people hear

the voice of God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as thou

hast heard, and live ?
"

(Deut. iv. 33.) Lastly, this story is

palpably absurd. The Talmud represents Balaam and his

Gentile contemporaries quoting Scripture like two rabbies, and

that, hundreds of years before the portions which they quote
were written ! They both quote the 29th Psalm, a Psalm of

David, about 500 years before he was born, and the Gentiles

quote the 66th of Isaiah above 700 years before it was written !

And your rabbies have not been content to keep this absurd and
foolish story in the Talmud, but have inserted it in the prayers
for the solemn festival of Pentecost. According to these

prayers, you are taught to believe that, at the giving of the law,
God turned Mount Sinai over the people of Israel like a tub,

and compelled them to receive the law against their mil ;
and

yet that, for their ready obedience, six hundred thousand

angels were sent down to crown each man with two crowns.

You are taught to believe that when the commandments were

given, Israel walked backwards and forwards two hundred and

forty miles. And that the voice of God was so loud that

it was heard by all the nations of the world, who all went to

Balaam, and all knew and quoted the Psalms and the prophets,
centuries before they were written. This is what you have

got by following the oral law. It is in vain for you to say
that you do not believe these things there they stand in your
Prayer-book. If you do not believe them, why do you leave

them there ? But whatever individuals may say, it is evident

that the compilers ofthe Jewish Liturgy heartily believed every
word of them, and therefore introduced them into their prayers.
And it is equally certain that, wherever the Talmud maintains
its authority, these fables form part of the faith of Israel. But
some will say, We do not believe them. Why not ; Do you
disbelieve them because they are true ? No, but because they
are false. Then you confess that the oral law contains down-

right palpable falsehoods, and that in many of its narrations it

is not worthy of credence. Of what value, then, is the oral

law, and what credit can we give to the authors of it, who did

not scruple to invent these foolish stories ?
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NEARLY eighteen centuries have now elapsed since a large

portion of the Jewish nation deliberately chose Rabbinism in

preference to Christianity. The great question between Jews
and Christians is, whether those persons made a right choice.

The means of answering the question are within our reach.

The oral law exists, diffused through the volumes of the

Talmud, and compressed in the prayers of the synagogue.
There we can look for it, and judge of its spirit and its in-

trinsic excellence and evidence. The Rabbinists say, that

the oral law was given to Moses on Mount Sinai, and that

the oral law which they now possess, is identically the same
as that then received

;
and they appeal in proof of this as-

sertion to the continuity of its transmission from father to

son down to the present day. The Christian objects that

this oral law is full of fables. The Talmudist replies by
making a distinction between the 2^1 the laws and the

Agadah, or legendary part : and the Christian is satisfied or

silenced until he opens the Jewish Prayer-book, and finds

that the most absurd and improbable of all the Talmudic

legends are there recognised as undoubted verities, and in-

tegral parts of modern Judaism. Many of these, and suf-

ficient to annihilate all claims which the oral law can make
to truth, have been examined, but as this part of the subject
is important, two more must be considered before we can at

present take leave of them. In the sentence immediately
following our last extract from the Jewish prayers we read

as follows :

ire's < cr-p^mai -ivn -vn bm
tubiD t orrnns Tmb

i cnbi32 prom 3n ITT "O ciTTinb
cm rrn sb DID bin / cnb^tsnb rrcni

: cnV3 vn
Which D. Levi thus translates,

" And every generation, and
its governors that existed before them, ana those that rose

after them, were all placed at Mount Sinai with them, to let

them know, that the intelligent generation was more accept-
able than them ; to make them understand good judgment
and knowledge : there was no blemish in them, for they
were entirely perfect." (Pentecost Prayers, p. 87.) The

assembling of the living nation of Israel, to hear the voice

of the Creator, was not grand enough for the rabbies, they
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have therefore added that the souls of all the unborn gene-
rations were present to hear and receive the law. The com-

parison of this tradition with some already considered suggests
several interesting topics for inquiry. For instance, whether
these souls were under the mountain or not when it was
turned over them whether they performed the journey ot

two hundred and forty miles backwards and forwards at the

giving of the ten commandments, &c. ? But the authority,
which this tradition confers on the oral law, demands our
more immediate attention, and is particularly manifest in that

version of the story, which is found in Medrash Rabba.

-ins -insb nbsn tr-mn ba ns rrnbs -aTi
-m baa niszannb VIVTO D'waarw nn pns^ ~i

bsnarb cnb ~ims ntza pa? WD ina ibap -n-n

-KPN nsi nvn mis iany ns i3C7> -itz?s ns o
]S3 aTo ^s cvn "rms 1202 rnvn 12122? ns
ms-anb rmvron nintpan ibs cvn 12x237 i22s

iba? n bap insi ins bs nv rrnisa vn
r^sba Ta bs-ittT' b rr nm N%^a -icis sin 721

nn^n -122^7 "osbn Ta sbs nasa b
ib n2H2 b ny nnis iin ^2^0 inn
nt27 nnvn nrn nais n*w pi ntoannb man
n^n ctz? 'a^oa n-nn mmc? cvn n'-u^^ ins "2

n-'nbs r nnri sbs nsm nsi22n ns ^

ni22nnb men *b ]na sb va^ar iv mini

PIS Hbs ]nsin2 *yao ibnp i^bn c^s^aan bs sbi

bap insi tns bs -mi 111 baa anaiyn nrnann
nbsn D"-iain ns nais sin pi "a^oa ib ns

: cubnp bs bs rr nan
" ' And God spake all these words, saying.' (Exod. xx. 1.)

K. Isaac says, that all those things, which the prophets were
to prophesy in every generation, they received from Mount
Sinai, for so Moses says to Israel,

' But with him that staudeth

here with us this day, and also with him that is not here

with us this day.' (l)eut. xxix. 15.) Here in the latter

clause, it is not said, 'That standeth with us this day,' but

AVith him that is not here with us this day.' These are th^

souls that were to be created, who had no corporeal existence,

and of whom therefore it could not be said they stood there.

But although they did not exist in that hour, every one of

them received his own, and so it is written,
' TLo burden of

the Word of the Lord to Israel in the hand of Malachi.'

D 2
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(Mai. i. 1.) Here it is not said in the days of Malachi, but
in the hand of Malachi, for this prophecy had been long since

in his hand, even from Mount Sinai : but up to that time

permission had not been given him to prophesy. In like

manner Isaiah says,
' From the time that it was, there am I.'

(Isaiah xlviii. 16.) Isaiah means to say, From the day that
the law was given there was I, and I received this prophecy,
only

' Now the Lord God and His Spirit hath sent me ;

'

that

is, until then permission had not been given him to prophesy.
But it was not the prophets only who received their prophecy
from Sinai, but also the wise men in every generation, each
one of them received his own from Sinai, and so it is said,
' These words the Lord spake unto all your congregation."

(Deut. v. 22.)" (Shemoth llabba Parashah, 28.) The object
of this fable is very plain, it is to clothe the rabbics with in-

fallible authority. It is here asserted that the rabbies of

every generation were all present at the giving of the law,
and each received immediately from Sinai those legal de-

cisions and doctrines which he was to communicate to the

world, and consequently every thing, that a rabbi teaches,
is infallibly right and true, and as authoritative as the words
of Moses and the prophets, for " God spake all these words,"
as this legend interprets this verse. The rabbics of every
generation are included, so that, according to this tradition

the wise men of Israel, even in this degenerate time, still

deliver infallible instructions which they received more than
three thousand years ago from the mouth of God himself.

But this fable avers too much. If all Israel was present at

Sinai, and each individual, whether prophet, or rabbi, or lay-

man, received the law at that time, what use was there in the

transmission from father to son, from the time of Moses down
to us ? Nay, more, what use is there in teaching at all, for

every man "then received his own ? Nay, further, what use

is the written law, for if every man was taught at Sinai, there

is no need for him to read and learn now ? But this is a matter
which every Israelite can decide for himself. Let him ask

himself, how much he remembers of this wonderful event in

his existence, his presentation at Sinai, and his reception of

the law from the Lord himself. The Scripture proofs which
are here given are evidently nothing to the purpose. The first

proof is,
" God spake all these words, saying." (Exod. xx. 1.)

But every one who will take the trouble of reading the chapter
will see, that " all these words" cannot apply to the prophecies,
nor to the decisions of the rabbies, but to the ten command-
ments and to them only. So far from delivering all the

decisions and comments since taught by the rabbies, God spake

only the ten commandments to the people, and when they heard

these,
"
they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us and we will
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hear ; but let not God speak with us, lest we die." (Verse 19.)
To say, therefore, that God's speaking

" all these words "
in-

cludes the whole oral law and all the rabbinical comments, is

gross perversion of the text, and direct contradiction of Moses'

account.

The next and most usual verse adduced to prove this fable is

Deut. xxix. 14, 15, where it is said, "Neither with you only
do I make this covenant and oath ; but with him that standetn
here with us this day, before the Lord our God, and also with
him that is not here with us this day." But this verse plainly

proves the contrary, that the other generations of Israel were
there in no sense whatever. The Hebrew words are as strong
as they can be.

: ovn i237 ns iarM -JBTN nsi

Those with whom the covenant is made are divided into two

classes, "Him that standeth here," and "Him that is not here."

If the word standeth had been repeated, if the verse said,
" With him that standeth here, and with him that standeth

not here," there might have been some colour for this fable :

the rabbies might have urged that though the unborn gene-
rations did not stand there, they stood somewhere else ; but

the present wording of the verse utterly excludes all possibility
of existence, either corporeal or incorporeal.

" With him thai

is not here, 123"^" shows that they were there in no sense.

The proof taken from Malachi,
" The burden of the word oi

the Lord to Israel in the hand of Malachi," is nonsense. Every
one, that knows anything of Hebrew, knows that TO signifies
"
by,"

"
by means of." But even taken literally, it will not

prove that Malachi was at Sinai ; there is nothing in the words
to inform us when Malachi received the prophecy. The prooi
from Isaiah is more unhappy still. The whole context shows
that it is God who speaks in that verse, and not the prophet.
Indeed we might ask, if Isaiah had already received all his

prophecies at Sinai, what was the use of the vision of the Lord

sitting upon his throne, and the commission which is there

given ? (Isai. vi.) And so we might ask concerning most of

the prophets. The case of Samuel is here particularly worthy
of consideration. According to the above tradition cited in the
Jewish prayers, Samuel had been at Sinai, and there received
all that he was to deliver during his sublunary existence. And
yet when the word of the Lord came to him, he did not recog-
nise the Divine call, and three times went to Eli, and it was
Eli who at last told him that it was God. Now how is this

written history to be reconciled with the above tradition ?

The tradition says that Samuel had heard the voice of God at

Sinai, that there all the prophetic words which he was ever to
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deliver were made known to him, and yet the Bible says,
" Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, neither was the

word of the Lord yet revealed unto him." (1 Sam. iii. 7.)

The last proof, taken from Deut. v. 22, if considered in its

context, also proves the contrary. The tradition quotes only a

part of the verse,
" These words the Lord spake unto all vour

congregations ;" but if you read on you will find,
" Ancl he

added no more," which words plainly limit the first sentence

to the ten commandments. This tradition, then, as being

contrary to Scripture, to the law of Moses, is a falsehood, and
is therefore unworthy of a place in the prayers of that people,
whom God selected from all the nations of the earth to be his

witnesses, and the depositories of his truth. But this tradition

is objectionable not only as a fable, though that is a very strong

objection to any thing proposed as an article of faith, but on

account of the purpose which it was intended to serve. It was
invented for the purpose of strengthening the spiritual tyranny
of the Scribes and Pharisees over the minds of the people. It

is not therefore merely an erroneous interpretation of Scripture,
nor the dream of a fanatic imagination, but the deliberate

invention of men who knew what they were about, and had an

object which they were endeavouring to compass, and for the

attainment of which they did not stick at deliberate falsehood.

They were, however, too wise to confine all the advantages of

this appearance at Sinai to themselves ; they asserted that the

whole people of Israel obtained an advantage Avhich makes
them superior to all other nations, The prayer which we have

quoted above alludes to this, when it says, "There was no
blemish in them, for they were all entirely perfect." This

sentence rather puzzles an ordinary reader of the Bible,

who thinks of the conduct and character of Israel as there

described ; the Talmud, however, helps us to understand this

eulogy :

-in y "nay ntp rarrma tma na
TO Van mn by rcnan H2t

jnamt npos -O^D in by rrayrp

mb na ffnarm npos sb \:
SD in by nay

mb nas ^sa D"na TOS mb a-n m-u sns
ns :rn:n mn irvbra iin sb IH^ST
nsi laTrbs rr ^ob nvn taiy i:ay ns

: '121 ns
" Why are the Gentiles defiled ? Because they did not

stand upon Mount Sinai, for in the hour that the serpent came
to Eve, he communicated a defilement, which was taken away
from Israel when they stood on Mount Sinai : but the defilement



LEGENDS IN THE PRAYERS FOR PENTECOST. 157

of the Gentiles was not removed, as they did not stand on Sinai.

Kav Acha, the son of Itabba, said to Rav Ashai, how, then,
docs it fare with proselytes ? lie replied, although they went
not there, their good fortune (or star) was there, as it is written,
' AVith him that standeth here with us this day, before the Lord
our God, and also with him that is not here with us this day.'

(Deut. xxix. 15.V' (Shabbath. fol. 145, col. 2, at the bottom
of the page.) The commentary on this passage quotes still

further particulars from Siphri, and says

mntaai innpna ta-o in bs? nastf bs
vna? a-nosi nnw FII cin

"All that stood on Mount Sinai were sanctified and purified,
and were healed from every blemish, even the blind and the
liune that then happened to be in Israel, as is taught in

Siphri." In this part of the fable the inventors of the oral

law endeavour to flatter the vanity of the Israelites, and thus
to engage their affections in behalf of that tradition which
was to secure their own power. The Scribes understood well
the deceitfulness of the human heart, and knew that men love

to hear and are ready to believe any thing that tends to their

own personal aggrandizement. But in thus flattering the

people, they were turning their backs upon that example
which Moses set them ; and contradicting the whole current
of Scripture testimony. Moses and the prophets, as the
servants of God, told the people of their sins and their evil

deeds, that they might repent and be saved. Their object
was not to secure popular favour, nor to advance their own
selfish purposes ; they therefore could afford to be honest and
to speak truth. The inventors of the oral law, on the con-

trary, were endeavouring to erect a fabric of personal honour
and power : they were therefore obliged to address themselves
to the weak side of the human heart ;

and in doing so, were

compelled to run counter to the plainest declarations of God's
Word. All men and evpry nation like to be told that they
are superior to the rest of the world, and are distinguished
by moral endowments from the mass of mankind. The
inventors of the oral law, therefore, told Israel that they
were far elevated above all other nations, for they had been
cleansed at Sinai from that innate defilement which still

contaminates all the rest of the children of men. But is

this true is this what Moses and the prophets say ? Moses

says,
"
Understand, therefore, that the Lord thy God giveth

thee not this good land to possess it for thy righteousness :

for thou art a stiff-necked people."
" Ye have been rebellious

against the Lord from the day that I knew you." (Deut.
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ix. 6, 24.) Isaiah says of Israel,
" From the sole of the foot

even unto the head there is no soundness in it, but wounds,
and bruises, and putrifying sores." " Ah ! sinful nation !

a people laden with iniquity ; a seed of evil-doers children

that are corrupters." (Isaiah i. 4 6.) And again he says,
" Woe is me, for I am undone : because I am a man of unclean

lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips."

(Isaiah vi. 5.) Jeremiah says,
" Can the Ethiopian change

his skin and the leopard his spots ? Then may ye also do

good that are accustomed to do evil." (Jer. xiii. 23.) And
again,

" All these nations are uncircumcised, and all the house
of Israel are uncircumcised in the heart." (Jer. ix. 26.) The
Lord himself says to Ezekiel,

" Son of man, I send thee to

the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation that hath rebelled

against me : they and their fathers have transgressed against
me to this very day. For they are impudent children and
stiff-hearted." (Ezek. ii. 3, 4.) And again,

" Thou art not

sent to a people of a strange speech and of an hard language,
but to the house of Israel : not to many people of a strange

speech and of an hard language, whose words thou canst not

understand ; surely had I sent thee to them, they would have
hearkened unto thee. But the house of Israel will not

hearken unto thee : for they will not hearken unto me ; for

all the house of Israel are impudent and hard-hearted."

(Ezck. iii. 4, 7, &c.) We do not quote these passages to

show that the Gentiles have a more favouieu constitution of

moral nature. Far from it ;
in reading these accounts given

by the prophets, we recognise the features of our own picture.
Far be it from us to glory ; we cite these passages to show

you how miserably your oral law endeavours to blind and
delude you by flattering your vanity. It tells you that you
have been purged from every stain ; Moses and the prophets
teach you the truth that you are just like the other sons of

men, and have no moral superiority or advantage whatever.

We wish to point out to you how the system of rabbinism

is diametrically opposed to Moses and the prophets, and
above all, to impress upon you that the authors of this oral

law are not worthy of your confidence, for they have, for

their own private interests, invented narratives and doctrines

which contradict that Word of God, which ought to be

Israel's glory. We wish to show you how certain principles

of evil pervade every part of that system, not even excepting
those pravers which are offered up in the public worship
of GooL There these fables also occur, and we ask every
Israelite who loves the law of Moses or hopes in the promises
of God by the prophets, how he can conscientiously stand

by in the synagogue and hear the words of Moses and the

prophets openly contradicted ? How can he remain silent
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when the reader declares of Israel that there is no blemish
in them, for they are all entirely perfect, when he knows
and feels thut he and all his brethren are just as frail, as

sinful, and as imperfect as the other sons of men ? How
can they expect the return of God's favour to their nation

so long as these fictions arc made a part of public worship ?

Muses teaches very different doctrine. He
says,

" If they shall

confess their iniquity, and the iniquity of their fathers, -with

their trespass which they have trespassed against me, and
that also they have walked contrary unto me ; and that I

also have walked contrary unto them, and have brought them
into the land of their enemies : if then their uneiicumciscd
hearts be humbled, and they then accept of the punishment
of their iniquity : then will I remember my covenant with
Jacob, and also my covenant with Isaac, and also my covenant
with Abraham will I remember : and I Avill remember the

land." (Levit. xxvi. 40 42.) Here Moses makes a con-

viction and acknowledgment of guilt, an indispensable pre-

leminary to the return of God's favour to the nation. Israel

must feel that, so far from being cleansed from all impurity,
their heart is uncircumcised, and this uncircumcised heart
must be humbled ; but how is this possible, so long as the oral

law and the prayers of the synagogue teach that the Israelites

are the most righteous of mankind, because they received the

law, which the other nations rejected and the most pure,
or rather the only pure, of mankind, inasmuch as they were
cleansed from every taint at Sinai ? These doctrines harden
the heart against true humility, prevent tnie repentance, and

thereby retard the happiness and the glory of Israel.
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IF Moses or the prophets had any where recorded, that God
had, along with the written law also given an oral law, our

duty would then be to find out where it is : and to inquire
whether that oral law, which now forms the keystone of

modern Judaism, is the one which was given by God. But
neither Moses nor any other prophet has said one word on the

subject. The words n2 b^2t7 min "oral law" are no
where to be found in the Bible, nor is there any mention of

the thing itself. If the Bible had plainly alluded to the exist-

ence of the thing, we should not quarrel about the name,
which might have been invented for the sake of brevity and
convenience. But it is remarkable that when Moses com-
manded the law to be read publicly in the ears of all the

people, he says not a syllable about the oral explanation,
which if it existed must at least have been of equal importance ;

and still more so that the succeeding prophets should have ob-

served such a profound silence about that, which now consti-

tutes the main substance of Israel's religion, and is the key to

the observances and prayers of the synagogue. This silence is

in itself suspicious, and compels us to examine the evidence of

its transmission. The first step here is to ascertain the character
of the witnesses, who say that they received the oral law from
their fathers and transmitted it to their posterity. If it appear
that, in their general testimony, they were disinterested and

truth-loving persons, who have never been convicted of dis-

torting truth for their private advantage, nor of receiving and

circulating fables as authentic history, their testimony in this

particular matter will be of considerable value. But if it can
be proved that either from a deliberate desire to deceive, or

from an incapacity to weigh evidence and to distinguish be-

tween fact and fiction, they have transmitted a huge mass of

foolish fables as authentic history, then their testimony is

worth nothing, and the story of an oral law having no other

evidence must be classed amongst the other fables which have
come down to us on their authority. That the account of the

giving and transmission of the oral law rests solely and ex-

clusively on the testimony of the rabbies is clear from the

account itself, as it is found in the Jad Hachasaka.

ib

mi-am mmm psn ninib ns -jb nansi
IT nisiam nnaaip rnin IT mm
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IT rrrjE 1

) . msan "o by rninn
min

" All the commandments which were g^ven to Moses were

given with their explanation, for it is said,
' I will give thee

the tables of stone and the law and the commandment.'

(Exod. xxiv. 12.) 'The law,' this is the written law, 'And
the commandment,' this is the explanation thereof. And he
has commanded to fulfil ' the law' according to ' the command-
ment.' And the commandment is that which is called The
oral law" Truly the rabbies must have been hard set when

they chose this passage to prove the existence of an oral law.

The keen and clear mind of the sagacious Kambam evidently
felt the difficulty ; he, therefore, to give some plausibility to

the proof, omitted the concluding part of the sentence which
he quotes from the Bible. He says,

" As it is written ' I will

give thee tables of stone and the law and the commandment,'
"

and there he stops, but let every Israelite open his Pentateuch
and read the remainder, and he will find the whole sentence to

be this,
" I will give thee tables of stone, and the law and the

commandment which I have written, to teach them." Not one
word here about an oral law, but about that which God
had written. It is true that the passage of the Talmud from
which Rambam derived this doctrine gives the whole passage,
but it appears from the process of abbreviation which he has

applied, as if he were ashamed of the explanation there given
and thought it more prudent to omit it. But as it is one of

the main passages which support the doctrine of an oral law,
it must be considered.

nrpb p 712027 ~i -ins wan in ''ib '->

rrnnm psn rnrnb n fb narwi avon
rrws ibs mrnb < nnmnb voro itrw

H3U7D IT msam Nipn IT rrnn nnmn
IT nnmnb rrairoi n'waa ibs voro

" R. Levi bar Chama says, R. Simon ben Lakish says, what
is that that is written ' I will give thee tables of stone, and the

law and the commandment which I have written to teach

them ?
' ' The tables

'
are the ten commandments. ' The law '

is

the written law. ' The commandment '

is the Mishna. ' Which
I have written' means the prophets and sacred writings.
1 To teach them ' means the Gemara. It teaches us that they
were all given to Moses from Sinai." (Berachoth, fol. 5,

col. 1.) Can any man of common understanding receive this

interpretation, which throws all grammar and context to the
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winds, and gravely asserts that not only the law and its

explanation, but the prophets and the whole Talmud, were

given to Moses at Sinai ? Will he give up his own reason and
the word of the living God to the authority of R. Simon
ben Lakish ? There cannot possibly be any argument which
would prove the falsehood of the narrative concerning the

oral law so completely as this interpretation, which is regarded
as one of its main foundations. The words of Moses which arc-

here perverted plainly speak of that which God had written.
" I will give thee tables of stone, and the law and the com-
mandment which I have written to teach them." Did God
write the oral law, and give it to Moses ? What became of it

then ? If it was written, how did it become oral ? These words
"Which I have written," have sadly puzzled the rabbinical

commentators, who know not how to reconcile the plain and
obvious sense of the words, with that interpretation which had
lx?cn already put upon them in the Talmud. Rashi seemed
to think that the difficulty might be got over by saying

mrcs bb:n rmsn rnws ban m ww bs
: ]n nnmn

" All the six hundred and thirteen commandments are

comprehended in the ten commandments." (Com. in Exod.
xxiv. 12.) But this, though true in one sense, will not obviate

the difficulty. God promises to give Moses the law and
the commandment which he had written. If the oral law
had not been written, it was not included. Saadiah Gaon,
as quoted by Aben Ezra, proposes another solution:

psn mrnb ns pirn vans irrw ^ psnn -sas

p~> nro sb ca?n "O msam rrnnn ay sb

" The Gaon says that the words,
' Winch I have written]

arc to be connected with ' The tables of stone,' and not with
' The law and the commandment,' for God wrote only the

ten words." But unfortunately Moses has so connected them,
and we have no warrant for reversing his order. Abcn
Ezra himself, after giving the Talmudic exposition, gives it

as his own opinion, that these w^rds refer to the ten com-
mandments. He says

-nmn rrnnn ^

" But in my opinion,
' The law

'

refers to the first and
fifth commandment ;

and ' The commandment '
to the other

eight," (Aben Ezra, Com. in loc.) This is about the
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truth. God gave Moses the law and the commandment which

he had written ; but as Saadiah admits, God wrote only the

ten words, therefore the ten words are the same as " the

law and the commandments." Some will say there is tautology

here, that when God says,
" I will give thec tables of stone," he

means the ten commandments, and that therefore the additional

promise
" of the law and the commandment "

is only an

unnecessary repetition. But this is not true. By
" tables of

stone," God meant tables of stone. He might have given to

Moses the ten commandments without giving him stone tables,

or he might have given him the tables of stone without giving
him the ten words ; but as he intended to give him both,

He says,
" I will give thee tables of stone, and the law,

and the commandment." Neither is there any difficulty in the

circumstance that these ten words are called both " law
and commandment." Inasmuch as they were a revelation of

God's will, they are justly denominated "
law," min ; and

as they were proposed as a rule of life, obedience to which
was required, they are entitled, ni!JCn " The commandment."
The simple meaning, therefore, is, that God promises to

give the ten commandments which he had written. Every
thing else, and therefore the oral law, is excluded. This

passage, therefore, gives no support to the doctrine that

Moses received an oral as well as a written law on Mount
Sinai. Indeed, the desperate perversion to which this text

has been subjected, throws discredit upon the whole ; and
the necessity for such perversion shows that there was no

plain text in the writings of Moses, to which the inventors

of the oral law could appeal.
The authority, then of the oral law must rest altogether

upon the character of those witnesses who handed it down.
But this is a very sandy foundation, for we have already
seen that these men were guilty of inventing or propagating
the most absurd fables ; their testimony, therefore, is of no
value. This has been proved abundantly already ; but there is

one story for which we had not room in our last number,
and which, as being immediately connected with the giving of

the law, must now be considered. Like the others, it

comes before us authenticated by its introduction into the

prayers of the synagogue, in which the following plain
allusion is made :

037 ^nb wm nbsn
0*333 aN22i > ibs-is bs 117331 iTasm ibs
i ibinb IK??-) iniT JITIT > ib rrn Ds

3-)pi ib -m
HDI nVnn "3 2?i2 na ib nasi -112

; ib
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" When he called the messenger (Moses) and made him
ascend to heaven, and appointed him as the third person
between him and his people, and caused him to approach
and stand in the thick darkness, and spake to him face to face,
and rays streamed from his hand to him, the angels were
moved, and rushed towards him

; and in the presence of the
Creator they spake, saying thus to him, What is man that
thou shouldest exalt him ? and wherefore make such an ac-
count of him as to bring him up to our place and cause him to
inherit the delightful possession (the law)

"
(Pentecost

Prayers, fol. 88.) Here it is plainly said, enat the angels
remonstrated with God at the favour shown to Moses. This
circumstance is not to be found in the writings of Moses, but
it is recorded in the Talmud, and the particulars are thus

given :

mtn 'osba i-iaw cn-iab ntpa rhyv roan
na^a r\w& -nb^b na abis btt> 1212-1 rrapn 'asb

nnaa man vaab nas wn n-nn bapb anb -ins

n-snan nisa ya?n rpawia "'a'1 nwvm -fb

ttpan nn abisn ^-12227 anp nnn
"3 ais pi la-otn "<2 onas na mi -ir^nb narvb

^^^ Tat TIN na la^aiTM rt

n"3pn ib -ias ft^arpn b37 f-rin
abi3? ba? 12121 vasb -las nawn

nn ib nas i Dn>D2tC' b2H2 'ois-m^ sac?

D2 ^as tnsa -ia2tt7 n2ia?n ]nb iitni

ma na? 27~i'
iC27 ^aba Dim n nawi 1222?mm abiy ba? 12121 vaob ia vby 1223:1

n "pm* TT ^22s n2 2^n2 na
anTT a'nsab cnb nas a^iso
na 2itt7 rD2b wnn nab min
a^biy v3 Q^-ins a^nbs "fb n^n 1

' t-*b n2
112T H2 2T12 na 212? 7"37 ^131587 )"TniD
rtssba ^tow cans aib2 wipb n2tt?n av ns

H2 2^2 n
n2 2^2 na 2i

na 2ia? a2b BT asi 2 las nsi -r^2N
tt?

1
' nwp 2i22n sb ^2n b nsin sb

: n'anb ib nin -pa 32^2^2

" In the hour when Moses ascended up on high, the minis-

tering angels said before God, O Lord of the world, what
business has he that is born of a woman amongst us ? lie
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replied, He is come to receive the law. They answered, Thi.-

most desirable treasure, which has been treasured up from

the six days of creation, six hundred and seventy-four genera-
tions before the world was created, dost thou now wish to em-
it to flesh and blood what is man that thou art mindful

of him, and the son of man that thou visitest him ? O
Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth,

who hast set thy glory above the heavens. The Holy One
said to Moses, Give them an answer. He replied, O Lord
of the world, I am afraid, lest they burn me with the breath of

their mouth. He said, Lay hold on the throne of my glory and

give them an answer, for it is said,
' He that holdeth the face

of his throne, he spreadeth his cloud over him.' (Job xxvi.

8, 9.) Rabbi Nahum says, This teaches us that the Almighty
spread some of the glory of the Shechinah and his cloud over

him. He then said, Lord of the world, what is written in the

law that thou art about to give me ? 'I am the Lord thy God
that brought thee out of Egypt.' He then said, Did ye ever go
down into Egypt and serve Pharaoh why, then, should ye
have the law ?* Again, what is written therein ? ' Thou shalt

have none other God.' He then asked them, Do ye then dwell

amongst the uncircumcised, that ye should commit idolatry?

Again, what is written ?
' Remember the Sabbath-day to

sanctify it.' Do ye, then, do any work, so as to need rest ?

Again, what is written ?
' Thou shalt not take the name of

the Lord,' &c. Have ye, then, any business that would lead

to thiff sin ? Again, what is written ?
' Honour thy father

and mother.' Have ye, then, got any father and mother?

Again, what is written ? ' Thou shaft not kill, thou shalt

not commit adultery, thou shalt not steal.' Have ye, then,

got envy or the leading principle that would lead to these

sins ? Immediately they praised the Holy One, blessed be

He," &c. (Shabbath, fol. 88, col. 2, &c.) "it is not necessary
to prove that this account is a fiction. The absurdity of

the whole scene is too palpable. To what purpose should the

angels wish for the law of Moses, or be envious of men to

whom it was given ? Is it possible that the spirits that

minister before the throne of God, were not able to see the

unsuitableness of the law for them, until Moses pointed it

out to their consideration? We think that if this scene had
ever taken place, Moses might have given them other passages
of the law much more to the purpose ; but it is plainly a fable

invented by the designing, and propagated by the credulous.

These two stories then, that Moses received the oral law,
and that he disputed with the angels in heaven, come to us

upon one authority ; they are both circumstances in one event ;

and the fabulousness of the one takes away all credit from the

other. The oral law rests solely upon the testimony of it
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transmitters, but here these persons are ^convicted of trans-

mitting palpable falsehood : their testimony to the oral law
is therefore useless, and the whole fabric of tradition falls.

This one fable is sufficient, but the readers will remember
that this is only one of a considerable number selected from
the Jewish Prayer-book. To extract all similar stories from
the Talmud would be to make some folio volumes. The

Prayer-book, however, gives enough to invalidate the tes-

timony of the Scribes and Pharisees, and to incapacitate them
for ever from appearing as witnesses. Perhaps some one
will say, But they are also the witnesses for the written law,
and therefore, if we reject their testimony, we must give up
the written law also. But this is not so. For that we have
other testimony we have that of the Jewish nation, of which
the Scribes and Pharisees were at first only an inconsiderable

portion. We have the testimony of Jesus and his disciples,
the great opposers of the oral law. We have the testimony of

the predictions, which we behold still accomplishing. We
have the whole internal evidence, so that if there never had
been Pharisees, the evidence for the written law would be

just as valid. As it is, the contrast which the written law

presents, when compared with the oral law, furnishes in itself

a strong evidence of its truth and authenticity. The written

law is simple, sober, dignified. The oral law is multifarious,

extravagant, absurd. The oral law is poison the written law
is the antidote. The oral law is a counterfeit, which proves
the existence of the genuine coin. Men who receive both
on the sole authority of the rabbies may, when

they find

the falsehood of the one, reject the other also, but this can
never be the case with those who calmly compare and weigh
the two in the balance of right reason.

We now dismiss these Talmudic fables for the present.
We have proved by instances that the oral law abounds with
such. We have proved bv extracts from the Prayers of the

synagogue, that these fables form a part of the faith of all

rabbinical Jews. We have, therefore, proved that the in-

ventors of these fables attained their object. They have
succeeded in deceiving the great majority of their countrymen.
It is for the Jews of the present day to consider whether these

extravagant fictions are still to be handed down to unborn

generations still to appear as a reproach upon Israel's under-

standing still to disfigure and dishonour the public worship
of the chosen people. Former generations may have handed
them down in ignorance, and be therefore partly excusable.

But in the present day there is a large body of Jews here in

England who are fully convinced that these legends are false :

it is the duty, the sacred duty, of all such to protest against
their further propagation. If they do not, they make them-
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selves accomplices in the guilt of those who invented them,
and responsible for all the injury, temporal and spiritual,
which the propagation of such error may inflict upon their

brethren and their posterity. But whatever course they may
pursue, the existence of these fables shows that the oral law
itself is altogether an invention of men, and proves that Jesus

of Nazareth conferred a great and substantial benefit on the

nation and on mankind, by vindicating and preserving for

us the unadulterated truth of God's written AVord.

These fables prove further, that there is neitaer weight
nor value in the sentence which these men pronounce against
the Lord Jesus Christ. It is the sentence of those who did

not scruple to falsify and pervert the law of God
;

it is the

testimony given by the notorious inventors and propagators of

fables, and cannot be received by any one competent to weigh
evidence. Fables of any kind will invalidate testimonv, but

religious fables utterly incapacitate their inventors and pro-

pugators from being admitted as witnesses at all. The man
who will venture to tamper with sacred history, either by
adding to, or diminishing from, its records, clearly shows that

he has lost all reverence for truth, and all sense of the divine

character, as a vindicator of truth and a punisher of falsehood.

The man who trifles with sacred facts, cannot be regarded as a
witness at all in those which he considers profane or common.

When, therefore, the Talmudists, or the wise men of his time,

bear witness against Jesus of Nazareth, whom they hated, we
must remember that they have been convicted of false witness

again and again in the case of Moses, whom they professed to

love. Their testimony is therefore a nullity, and if we wish to

examine the claims of Jesus of Nazareth, we must look else-

where for the data which are to form the basis of our judgment.

NO. xxn.

RABBINIC MAGIC.

MODERN Judaism is the religion of the oral law. The

dogmas, rites, ceremonies, and prayers, all rest upon its

authority. If, therefore, the oral law can be proved to be an

invention of men, the whole fabric of modern Judaism crum-

bles into dust. It then follows that the Jews have been more

than eighteen centuries the disciples of error, and that, if they

A3
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now desire to believe and profess the true religion, revealed by
God to their forefathers, they must renounce their present
Tulmudic system, and return to the law and the prophets. But
the oral law is a human invention. It has been proved, on the

authority of the Jewish Prayer-book, that it abounds with the

most absurd fables, which cannot be the Word of God, but are

evidently and obviously the invention of man. It appears,
therefore, that the Jewish nation has been for centuries deluded

by the traditions of the Scribes and Pharisees that they have
been utterly mistaken in their faith, taking the fictions of men
for the truth of God and have thereby sunk from the

honourable position, in which God placed them as deposito-
ries of the truth, to the unenviable situation of the credulous

and superstitious. Such is the result of an inquiry into the

contents of prayers of the synagogue. An examination of the

traditional commandments will show in like manner, that the

oral law is every where inseparably mingled with fables, which
throw discredit upon the whole. One of the most important

parts of the oral law is that which relates to the constitution of

the great tribunal the Sanhedrin, for, as is asserted, that council

fixed the authority of all traditions, and even examined into

the claims, and decided upon the divine mission of the prophets.
If it appear, therefore, that the oral law teaches what is mani-

festly
fabulous with respect to that tribunal, the main pillar of

tradition is taken away. Now without entering into the whole

subject at present, the following specimen will show what degree
of credit can be given to the traditional accounts respecting
it:

fmnaoa
napt 'bsm nsnn 'sni nnsn yai rraip
snn

" Rabbi Johannan says, none were allowed to sit in the

Sanhedrin, who were not men of stature, men of wisdom, men
of good appearance, aged, skilled in magic, and acquainted with
the seventy languages, so that the Sanhedrin might not be

obliged to hear through an interpreter." (Sanhedrin, fol. 17,

col. 1.) In this short extract there are several fables first,

that all the members of the Sanhedrin should be skilled in

magic, or magicians, is
plainly contrary to the express command

of God, who says,
" There shall not be found among you any

one that maketn his son or his daughter to pass through the

fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an

enchanter, or a witch F|U73Q for all that do these things are

an abomination unto the Lord : and because of these abomina-
tions the Lord thy God doth drive them out from before thee."
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(T)eut. xviii. 10 12.) This command of God makes no excep-
tion in favour of the members of the Sanhcdrin. It absolutely
forbids any such in Israel for any purpose. The commentary
indeed tells us, that this magical skill was required in self-

defence.

"no bsanb cmet&aa nTrcaian e^srwo rronb

" In order to kill the magicians who trusted in their magical
arts to deliver them out of the hands of the tribunal." But
this explanation does not mend the matter. Magic is a thing

absolutely unlawful and expressly forbidden by God. It was
therefore unlawful either to learn or to practise it, even for the

purpose of killing a magician. If the plea of self-defence or

necessity made it lawful for the Sanhednn to learn magic, the

same argument would justify it doubly in the case of the people.
who were more likely to be the objects of the magician's
attacks ;

for surely these persons would be careful to avoid all

contact with the members of the Sanhedrin, whom they knew
to be more than a match for them in the black art. According
to this method of arguing all Israel might have been skilled in

magic, though the law requires that not one such person should
be found among them. Either then this account is absolutely
false, or the members of the Sanhedrin were bad men, who
learned what was expressly forbidden by the law of God

; and
in either case, the Talmudic accounts of this tribunal are

unworthy of credit.

But it may well be doubted whether the members of this

great council confined their magical exercitations to the killing
of magicians. We find elsewhere, if the Talmud speak truth,
that the rabbies at least made other magical experiments, and
have even recorded the means which they employed, for the

benefit of posterity.

ms-ib -psb man mna sbabs nois
""as -IDS ppnon ^aso Tiosb nbiD^ rrna b:?

snaa-n mbsoipa ^Dbw p^n tni -rn bs win m
o nbaa mm wpmi ^sn wan n^ HTO^O
pa-n "ssa ^n > in^ro ^nb^i -a->a ^n in
^sn in^ro K2p3T ^13 ^n imn rpsine

b^n3 Nnto >i

p ^n^b inb 3?iab ^ai
a ^sn vhvuanm Nvi3 >3 nn

n^bn^bi n^pntrbi s-nsa n^bpbi smaia na
i
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Nbnsn warn mm&bi inb nni rrya
ainnbi rpa^n 'aaa saVi *?nsn sp^iznia

on -as as -a "a^n m pwrb ^bi OTJ -o

prrwi

" Abba Benjamin says, if permission had been given to see

them, no creature could stand before the hurtful demons.
Abbai says, They are more than we, and stand against us like

the trench round the garden-bed. Rav Huna says, Every one
of us has a thousand on his left hand, and ten thousand on his

right hand. Rabba says, The want of room at the sermon is

caused by them the wearing out of the rabbies' clothes is

caused by their rubbing against them the bruised legs are

caused by them. Whosoever wishes to ascertain their existence,
let him take ashes that have been passed through a sieve, and
let him strew his bed, and in the morning he will see the

marks of a cock's claws. Whosoever wishes to see them, let

him take the interior covering of a black cat, the daughter of a
first-born black cat, which is also the daughter of a first-born,

and let him burn it in the fire,, and pulverise it, and let him
then fill his eyes with it, and he will see them. But let him

pour the powder into an iron tube, and seal it with an iron

signet, lest they should steal any of it, and let him also seal up
the mouth thereof, that no injury may arise. Rav Bibi bar
Abbai did thus, and received an injury. But the rabbies

prayed for mercy upon him, and he was cured." (Berachoth,
fol. 6. col. 1.) Here, then, is magic for the people, and all

Israel is instructed in the means to see demons. It is not for

us to decide whether those, who might use these means, would
ever see men again, but this is certain, that the oral law here

gives a magical recipe to those who are not members of the

Sanhedrin, sets before us one of the Talmudic doctors as an

example, and moreover encourages to do as he did, by holding
out the

possibility
of a miraculous cure, if any injury should

arise. If, then, this story be true, the oral law permits magic,
which the law of God forbids ; if it be false, then the oral law
is convicted of another monstrous falsehood, and is altogether

unworthy of credit. How long will the people of Israel suffer

themselves to be deluded by a system, of which the striking
characteristic is, that it has no regard for truth ? The Jews

object against Jesus of Nazareth, that he leads them away from

the law of Moses, but where docs he, or his disciples, inculcate

the study of magic, or prescribe rules for facilitating intercourse

with demons, contrary to the express command of God ? Just

suppose that this whole extract, instead of being found in the

Talmud, had formed a portion of the New Testament, how
uould the Jews have laughed at this prescription for its folly,
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tuid argued against its wickedness, how triumphantly would

they have shown that a law that teaches and encourages magic
could not have been given by God ? The existence of one such

passage would have been sufficient, in their eyes, to condemn the

whole Christian system. Let, then, the Jews deal with the

oral law in the same way. Let them judge it and its fables by
an appeal to Moses and the prophets. But let them remember
that in this, as in many other instances, the New Testament

agrees with the law of Moses, whilst the oral law differs

from both. The New Testament classes witchcraft along with

idolatry, and other sins which exclude from the joys of eternal

life. " The works of the flesh are manifest, which are these :

adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousiiess, witchcraft,

hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,

cnvyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like
;
of

the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in times

past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the

kingdom of God." (Galat. v. 19 21.) In this case, then,
where the oral law leads you away from the doctrine of Moses,
the religion of Jesus of Nazareth brings you back again.

This is, however, not the only fable contained in that short

law concerning the members of the Sanhedrin. We are told,

besides, that no one was allowed to sit in that council " unless

he understood the seventy tongues." Now we would ask

every disciple of the oral law calmly to consider this statement,
and then sav what he thinks of its veracity. Did he ever hear
or know 01 scholars in the present times acquainted with

seventy languages, and that so perfectly as to be able to

converse with and examine witnesses, and form a judgment
upon their evidence, without the aid of an interpreter? Surely,
the study of languages is as much cultivated in the present dav
as it was then, and there are at least as many facilities for their

acquisition. The system of grammar is now fully developed.
The art of printing has made it easy to obtain foreign books.

Lexicons and other apparatus may be procured, and yet, with all

these facilities, we much doubt whether there be, in the whole
world, one single person possessing that knowledge of lan-

guages here ascribed to every individual member of the San-
hedrin. According to the oral law, there always had been,
in Israel, seventy-one such persons at least, but probably more ;

for as a member died, or became superannuated, another was
found ready to succeed him. But the wonder is here made
still more wonderful, for there were not only seventy-one persons
acquainted with seventy languages, but those persons were also

acquainted, as Itambam tells us, with medicine, astronomy,
and all the existing systems of idolatry, and moreover skilled

in magic. And, besides all this, all these persons were fine

handsome fellows,
" Men of stature, men of good appearance."

I 2
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Is this credible can all Israel, or all the world, furnish one
such person at present, handsome or ugly, tall or short? or can
there be found amongst that intelligent people the Jews, one

man, woman, or child, so silly as to believe so manifest a
falsehood ? We can tell them that their great rabbi, Rambam,
did not believe it, and therefore in his Compendium took the

liberty of altering this Talmudic statement. Instead of

seventy languages, he says simply

: maittfbn 21-12 TOTBH
" And that they should be acquainted with most languages."

It was too much for him. Being a learned man himself, he
knew the impossibility of such universal knowledge ; and he
therefore softened down the Talmudic hyperbole to the limits

of what he considered possibility. This is not merely our

conclusion from Rambam's alteration, the commentator has

expressly said the same :

it -QTT DUPE mawbn ma rsnv la^n nroi
"s ^22 BTB; ^a wsnnb

" Our rabbi has written,
'

Acquainted with most languages,'
because it is a rarity to find a person acquainted with all the

seventy languages. (Hilchoth Sanhedrin, c. 2.) Rambam
himself, then, is here a witness against the fabulous exagge-
rations of the Talmud.

But perhaps some one will say, that seventy is only a round
number to signify many, that we must not, therefore, be too

strict in its exposition. This subterfuge, however, will not

serve here. The authors of the Talmud said seventy, because

they believed that, by giving this number, they included all

the languages in the world. They believed that there were

seventy nations, and therefore they said seventy languages.
This article of Jewish faith is found everywhere in the Talmud,
and in the commentaries, as for instance

rmrman -IOTN ]rp 2voi >sa pnr> n -IBM

pbna mi23n ^a MS^B? -11211 1121 bs 21 K

R. Johannan
says,

What is the meaning of that Scripture,
' The Lord gave the Word : great was the company of those

that published it?' It teaches, that as each commandment

proceeded from the mouth of God, it was divided into seventy

languages." (Shabbath, fol. 88, col. 2.) The foundation of this

opinion is an arbitrary interpretation of a verse in the song of

Moses. " When the Most High divided to the nations their

inheritance, when he separated the sons of Adam, he set the
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hounds of the people according to the number of the children of

Israel.' (Deut. xxxii. 8.) Upon which Rashi thus comments :

no? >3nn nwsb rvnao b*nw ^32 -isoo

be? 2:23 cTatz
rs mViaa

" On account of the number of the children of Israel who
were to proceed from the sons of Shem, and according to the

number of the seventy souls of the children of Israel who
descended into Egypt, he set the bounds of the people, that is,

the seventy languages. That this latter clause is altogether

arbitrary, and a mere gratuitous addition, is plain from an

inspection of the text, where not one syllable is said about the

seventy souls, nor about the number of the nations, but about
the fixing the bounds of their habitations. Rashi himself did

not trust in this exposition, and he has therefore given ano-

ther :
" On account of the number of the children of Israel

who were to proceed from the children of Shem." Aben Esra
also passes by the seventy nations altogether, and says that,
"
According to the number of the children of Israel," means,

that the bounds of the nations were so set as to leave sufficient

room for the Israelites. His words are

*
ns23tt? mbcn -m by n^tznean -HON

bw-itzrb cna t y nvnb nttfrr in t vj

: Swiar* \n -i2Db p bsn maonb p^eona?

"The commentators have interpreted this of the genera-
tion of the dispersion, when all the earth was scattered, for

then God decreed that Israel should have the land of the seven

nations, which would be sufficient for them, therefore it is

said, 'according to the number of the children of Israel.'"

This verse, then, gives no colour to the opinion that there

are only seventy nations and seventy languages. Fact proves
that the number is much greater, wr the Bible exists already
in twice that number of languages, and the work of trans-

lation is not yet accomplished. The oral law, therefore,

fails altogether in attaining the object which it had in view
in telling this extraordinary story. It wished to say, that

in the Sanhedrin there never was need of an
interpreter,

for that every member understood every language in the

world, and believing that there were only seventy languages,
it stated this number. But now we know that even if each
member understood seventy languages, yet to be able to de-

cide cases for all the nations of the earth, they would have

required to know as many more. The oral law then, betrays
here an utter ignorance of the state of the world, which shown
that it is not from that God who confounded the languages
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of the earth, and therefore knows how many there are ; but
from men who desired to magnify the acquirements of the

nation far heyond the sober truth. The men who could de-

liberately say, that the Sanhedrin was composed of seventy-
one persons, all handsome, all men of stature, all skilled in

magic, and all so perfectly acquainted with seventy languages,
an to need no interpreter, would have said seven hundred,
or seven thousand, or aiiy thing else that suited their purpose.

They are evidently wilful exaggeraters, whose word is there-

fore not to be trusted. The motive here is vain glory. The

object is simply to give all the honour to men, to the

Rabbies whose learning and genius were so marvellous.

There is no intimation that God gave the members of the

Sanhedrin this knowledge, which far exceeds the power or

the life of man to attain by ordinary means. No, all the glory
of these marvellous acquirements is ascribed to man alone.

This forms a striking contrast to a narrative recorded in the

New Testament. We are there told that on a certain oc-

casion the disciples of Jesus of Nazareth addressed in their

own language, "Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and
the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judca, and Cappadocia,
in Pontus and Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and
in the parts of Lybia about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome,
Jews and proselytes, Cretes and Arabians," that is, the in-

habitants of sixteen countries. Now, the small number here
stated is a presumptive evidence of the truth of the fact. If

an impostor, a Itabbinist who wished to make a good story,
had written this account, he would, beyond all doubt, instead

of sixteen, have specified all the seventy languages. To his

countrymen, who believed in the acquirements of the San-

hedrin, this would have appeared no wise incredible. Indeed,
if a man of that time had wished to invent a miracle, the

number seventy would have been absolutely necessary for his

purpose. For if every member of the Sanhedrin could speak

seventy languages, to say that other men spoke sixteen would
have been no miracle at all. The small number, therefore,
here given, shows that the authors of the narrative had no
wish to invent a miracle, but to state the sober truth. But
then consider the entire absence of vain-glory. The praise
and the power of speaking even this small number of lan-

guages is given altogether to God. The men were Galileans,

and had not acquired this by their own labour and genius.
"
They were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to

speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance."

(Acts ii. 1- 11.) Here then is a striking difference between
the narratives of the Talmud and those of the New Testament.

The former exalts men. The latter gives glory to God.
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No. XXIII.

ASTROLOGY.

THE favourite Jewish objection to the claims of Jesus of

Nazareth is that passage at the beginning of the thirteenth

chapter of Deuteronomy :
" If there arise among you a

prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or

a wonder, and the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof

he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which
tliou hast not known, and let us serve them, thou shalt not

hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of

dreams." In citing this passage, the Jews take for granted
that the religion of Jesus is essentially different from that

of Moses ; that it leads to the worship of strange gods : and
that it is in fact a species of heathenism, whilst the religion
of the oral law, which they now profess, is utterly free from
all heathen elements, and identical with the religion of their

prophets. All this they take for granted ; but the subject
is capable of being inquired into. The oral law and the

New Testament are both extant, and a little examination
will enable us to decide, on rational grounds, whether
Judaism or Christianity savour most of heathenism. In
our last number, we saw that Judaism contains magic for

the Sanhedrin and magic for the people, whilst the New
Testament utterly forbids it : in this respect then Judaism
resembles the heathen religion. Our business in tliis number
shall be to point out, in astrology, another feature of re-

semblance. The Talmud and its doctors all agree in as-

serting the influence of the stars over the fates and fortunes

of men. In the first place, the Talmud lays down these

general maxims :

mnbn wbn Knian isb oitcn "n

"
Life, children, and a livelihood depend not on merit, but

on the influence of the stars." (Moed Katon, fol. 28, col. 1.)

c^ann t

" The influence of the stars makes wise, the influence of

the stars makes rich." (Shabbath, fol. 156, col. 1.) But il

also tells us the following particulars :

.... rpu sin sbi 122 TP W2D2 inm ]a 'sn
OWD B"D JTn -123 TP M2K7n "nrcn JNB
-1:33 TP waan wibnaT ]sn "sn N-D rra
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*<Nn i rratz?2 rva i-nw mtsa ra"n von
nai osn -122 TT> ^2122

rari2 n -IEN ptn -102 TP snaa? sbysai
Knaan TP srattfal ^so ''Hn t nii22
Km noK snai^T sm KOT* TnV

: ^-ipn ran sc^npi sb^ 21 -12

" He that is born on the first day of the week, will be a
man excelling, but in one quality only.* . . . He that

is born on the second day of the week will be an angry
man. What is the reason ? Because on it the waters were
divided. He that is born on the third day of the week
will be a rich and profligate man. What is the reason ?

Because on it the herbs were created. He that is born on
the fourth day of the week will be a wise man and have
a powerful memory. What is the reason ? Because on that

day the lights were hung up in the heavens. He that is

born on the fifth day of the week will be a benevolent man.
What is the reason ? Because on it were created the fishes

and the fowls. He that is born on the eve of the Sabbath
will be a man who makes a circuit. Rav Nachman bar
Isaac says, who makes the circuit in the commandments.t
He that is born on the Sabbath, on the Sabbath also he
shall die, because on his account they profaned the great

day of the Sabbath. Rabba bar Rav Shila says, he shall

possess an eminent degree of holiness." (Shabbath, fol. 156,
col. 1.) Here is completely the heathen doctrine of fate.

Not only the external circumstances of fortune, but the

moral qualities of the soul are made to depend upon the

day of a man's nativity. Whether a man be profligate or

holy, according to this doctrine, does in no wise depend
upon himself, his own choice, or conscience, but simply on
the circumstance of his birth happening on a Tuesday or a

Saturday. There is indeed a difference of opinion amongst
the Talmudic doctors, as to the nature of the sidereal in-

fluence, but all agree in the fact, as may be seen further

from the opinion of R. Huna :

-<Hn QTia nsa? bra sb 0-112 nv bra sb
rpb-ra Tittn rpbin bsw TP jmn 122 TV nnnm

According to Rashi.

t According to Rashi, one who goes from house to house to get aim*.
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owe NasD ^ND TP -wn -ivro -123 TP naia
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'wn > nbsa 233 CN 702 mm rrVn bi
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" These things do not depend upon the sidereal influence

of the day, but on the sidereal influence of the hour. He that

is born under the influence of the sun will be a splendid
man, eating and drinking of that which belongs to himself,
and will reveal his secrets : if he be a thief he will not

prosper. He that is born under Nogah (Venus) will be a
rich and profligate man. What is the reason ? Because
on it the fire was created. He that is born under Kochav

(Mercury) will be a man of strong memory, and wise, for

Mercury is secretary to the sun. He that is born under the

influence of the moon, will suffer much, building and de-

stroying, destroying and building : eating and drinking
what does not belong to him, and a keeper of his own
secrets. If a thief he will prosper. He that is born under
Shabthai (Saturn) will be a man whose thoughts come to

nought, but some say those, that think against him, shall

come to nought. He that is born under Tsedek (Jupiter)
will be a righteous man. Rav Nachman bar Isaac says,

righteous in the commandments.* He that is born under
Maadim (Mars) will be a shedder of blood. Rav Achai says,
either a letter of blood, or a thief, or a circumciser. Rabbah
said, I was born under Mars. Abbai answered, Therefore,

you are fond of punishing and killing." (Shabbath, ibid.)
In this passage the heathenism is still more apparent. It

is notorious that the ancient Greek and Roman idolaters

considered Venus as the patroness of profligacy, Mercury as

the god of eloquence and learning, Mars as tKe god of war,
and behold ! here in the oral law you have the

very
same

doctrine. " If a man be born under Venus, he will be a
rich and profligate man ; if under Mercury, a man of strong

memory and wise ; if under Mars, a shedder of blood.

The habits of the mind are here also expressly attributed

* Raahi says a man who is liberal in almsgiving.

I 3
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to the influence of the planets, and a thief has got the pro-
mise of success, if his nativity happened under the influence

of the moon. What then becomes of human responsibility,
and how does this doctrine agree with the words of Moses,
" Behold I have set before you life and death, blessing and

cursing, therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed

may live ?
"

(Deut. xxx. 19.) It will be replied by Tal-

inudists, that the oral law also says :

: bs-wb bra 7"K
" Israel is not under the influence of the stars." We shall,

therefore, consider that passage in its context which imme-

diately follows :

bra urn -varon bra a'onn bra -rcais wan
7an? ~i SITSI bs-ii^b bra 7^ -IEN 73nv> n b

bra TWO 7^30 73nv 'i -insi r

nnbn bw D'na.n ~[-n bs n naw ro
crinn inn*1 nana cman inrr "o innn bs

-iawi bsntr^b btD ^s ai -nn bs-m?^ sbi

nmas ins
isb ib ia

v^anoa obw br 1312-1 i^aab

su ib nnw 72 -pbinb
bra

" Rabbi Chanina says, the influence of the stars makes wise,
the influence of the stars makes rich, and Israel is under that

influence. Rabbi Jochanan says, Israel is not under the influ-

ence of the stars, and Rabbi Jochanan helped his argument,
for Rabbi Jochanan says, From whence is it proved that Israel

is not under the influence of the stars ? Because it is said,
' Thus saith the Lord, Learn not the way of the heathen, and
be not dismayed at the signs of heaven ; for the heathen are

di&mayed at them.' (Jer. x. 2.} The heathen but not Israel.

Rav says, Israel is not under the influence of the stars, for

Rabbi Judah says, Rav says, From whence is it proved that

Israel is not under the influence of the stars? From that

which is said,
' And he brought him forth abroad.' (Gen. xv.

5.) Abraham said before God, Lord of the world, One born in

my house is my heir.' God replied not so, but ' He that shall

come forth out of thine own bowels.' Abraham replied, I have
consulted my astrology, and am not fit to beget a son. God
said, Go forth from thy astrology, for Israel is not under the

influence of the stars." (Shabbath, ibid.) Now this passage, if
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taken in the most favourable point of view, proves only that

Israel is not under the influence of the stars ; but this ex-

ception proves to demonstration that the oral law teaches, that

all other nations are under that influence. According to this

doctrine, all the Gentiles, and of course Christians among the

number, are given up to unchanging and unchangeable fate.

They are good and bad, rich and poor, happy and unhappy,
according to the sidereal influence at their nativity, and con-

sequently are utterly irresponsible for their actions. A Gentile

thief, or murderer, or adulterer, is not so, because he yielded
to temptation, or to evil dispositions, but because he happened
to be bom under the influence of the Moon, or of Mars, or

of Venus. This is the religion of the oral law, on the most
favourable view of the case, and consequently God is repre-
sented first as a partial governor, who gives constitutional

advantages to one favourite nation, which He withholds

from all others ; and then, secondly, as an unjust judge,
who punishes the Gentiles for doing what the irresistible

influence of the stars compelled them to do. This doctrine

is of itself sufficient to prove that the oral law is not of God,
and that as a religion it stands upon a line with the heathen
and Mahometan systems of fate, and is consequently infinitely
below Christianity. The New Testament recognises no system
of favouritism, but represents God as a just judge,

" Avho will

render to every man according to his deeds
"

(Horn. ii. 6) ;

and all men as responsible for the evil which they commit.
" There is no respect of persons with God. For as many as

have sinned without law, shall also perish without law ; and as

manv as have sinned in the law, shall be judged by the law."

(Ibid, 11, 12.) This is a view worthy of the Divine character,

whereas the astrological system of the oral law, which re-

presents God as giving up all nations to the influence of the

stars, and then punishing them for following that influence

which He himself ordained, is nothing short of blasphemy,
and is much more akin to heathenism than to the doctrine of

Moses and the prophets. But, secondly, this passage of the

Talmud contains two statements directly contradicting each

other. Rabbi Chanina says, Israel is under the influence of

the stars the others say, Israel is not under the influence of

the stars ;
whichever statement we receive as true, the other is

necessarily false, and therefore the oral law contains falsehood,

and therefore is unworthy of credit. Thirdly, the storv which
is here given of Abraham has falsehood on the face of* it, and
after all does not disprove, but rather confirms the doctrine

that Israel, as well as the other nations, is under the influence

of the stars ; for as Koshi tells us, Abraham and Sarah escaped
from their sidereal destiny only by changing their names.
Kashi's words arc
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mbnaa rvwo? "ihw m^tt^sa MS ib -ISM

nrras bis 72 ib 7
NN mas 72 Tosnb YTU? irsE*

Klip "aw -rbn m ba ibn b nc? 72 ib ar
: btn narw*! -ins ntz? csb

" God said to Abraham, Go forth from thy astrology, for

thou hast seen in the stars that thou art not to have a son
Abram is not to have a son, but Abraham is to have a son.

Sarai is not to bear a child, but Sarah shall bear a child.

I call you by another name, and thus the influence of the stars

will be changed." (Com. in Gen. xv. 5.) Here it is plainly
intimated, and that in the name of God himself, that Abraham
and Sarah were both under the influence of the stars, and that

if they had not changed their names, they never could have
had a child. This was evidently Rashi's opinion ; and when
we remember that the majority of the Jews in the world im-

plicitly follow Rashi's interpretation, we may conclude that this

is the prevailing doctrine. And perhaps some of the readers of

this paper may even know instances of Jews who, led by this

interpretation, have actually changed their name, in the hope
of bettering their luck, or even of escaping from death. But
however that be, it is easy to show that the Talmud and the
rabbies generally believe in the astrological influence of the

heavenly bodies. In addition to the passages already cited,

the Talmud says expressly

naab nbis moisb Tn VKPD npib nannip pn
aen bsnap bo? CJTtotv

1

? 3n 7n-D npib
mtan npib n^nb abiyn niaisi rrmbb 7>2in

sn

" An eclipse of the sun is an evil sign to the nations of the

world. An eclipse of the moon is an evil sign to Israel; for

Israel reckons by the moon, the nations of the world by
the sun. "When the eclipse happens in the east, it is an
evil sign to the inhabitants of the east. When it happens in

the west, it is an evil sign to the inhabitants of the west," &c.,

&c. (Succah, fol. 29. col. 1.) The rabbies who have lived

since, teach the same doctrine. For instance, Saadiah Gaon,

speaking of the manner in which the influence of the stars

is modified by the signs of the zodiac, says

2itD btan laibnn 2213 mpniz?
rrrr btn inis ib mma? cisbi sn brna -irwn

aita n3iQ?si3 ib

Sometimes the course of a star is partly in a good sign and
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partly in a bad sign. The man born under this will first

prosper and then suffer adversity. (Comment, in Sepher
Jetsirah, fol. 98, col. 1.) He also explains, there, how it is

possible for astrologers to foretell sickness and death ; but this

is enough to shew his opinion, and what he had learned from
the Talmud. The writings of Aben Esra bear the same

testimony. For instance, in his commentary on the ten com-

mandments, he says

"3 TDB7 32 1233 naam TOT ^mn TOT711
ar D^manan ?r> inw b3b o D'naiN

bsa Him iro nsT1 12.12 21202 SIT DT
nyn b?2 Nina? "

pi ova
n"2Di3 on nnsai viaa? ^3 tr-msi n
in2 1112 robb IN nssba bma?
TION 73 by pT3 n^b si2^ cabana

mra 'Vbni nvy^m ^'ba bnnb man
i nVb ian?n ^as bsn san sb

ntn ova p-i nna n^pnan aa? ib TOBBMD nr

pi obirn ^1213 12 pornnb

" The fourth commandment is that respecting the Sabbath,
and answers to the orb of Saturn; for the experimental
philosophers say, that each one of the ministering servants has
a certain day of the week in which he exhibits his strength,
and he Is muster of the first hour in the day, and thus it is also

with him who is master of the first hour in the night. They
. say, also, that Saturn and Mars are the two hurtful stars, and
whosoever begins a work, or to walk in the way, when either

of these two is in the ascendant, is sure to fall into harm.
Therefore our ancients have said, that permission is given to do

injury on the nights of the fourth and seventh days of the week.
And behold, thou wilt not find, in all the days of the week, a

night and a day, one after the other, on which these two hurt-

ful stars rule except on this day ; therefore it is not suitable on
it to engage in worldly affairs, but to devote it entirely to the

fear of God." This exposition shows that Aben Esra believed

in astrology, and that the power of the stars extended to Israel

as well as to the other nations, nay the power of the stars to

do harm is here made the foundation of the command respecting
the Sabbath-day. A man, whose mind was not thoroughly
imbued with faith in astrology, could never have been led even
to entertain such an opinion, when God himself has assigned
another and entirely different reason for the institution of the
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Sabbath. But indeed it is not necessary to go to tbe rabbies
to prove tbat modern Judaism teaches astrology. That common
wish which one so often hears amongst the Jews, even at the

present day, 2tt3 btQ mazzal tov, or good luck, has its origin
in the doctrine of the Talmud, and shows how universally it

has been received. And thus we see the influence which the
oral law has had in leading away both learned and unlearned
from the Word of God, and of spreading amongst them, as a
tradition from Moses, what is merely one of the numerous
errors of heathen idolatry. The heathen worshipped the host
of heaven. The sun, and the moon, and other heavenly bodies,

they considered as deities ; it was, therefore, natural for them
to suppose that they exercised an influence over the affairs of

men. The Chaldeans were especially devoted to this doctrine,
and had almost exalted it to the rank of a science. From them,

probably during the Babylonish captivity, the Jews learned
this system ;

and though altogether idolatrous in its origin,
and learned from idolaters, it was congenial to the minds of

the superstitious rabbies, and was, therefore, introduced into the

oral law, where it has ever since continued. The oral law has,

therefore, in this respect, adopted heathen doctrine, and teaches

heathenism. Every Jew who wishes his neighbour ^ItD V?C
mazzal tov, uses a heathen idolatrous expression sanctioned,

indeed, by the Talmud, but utterly repugnant to the doctrine

of Moses. But where will he find in the New Testament

any warrant either for such a doctrine or such a wish ? The
New Testament is entirely free from all shadow and tincture of

this heathenism. Your oral law has taught you that the course

of events depends upon the stars. Jesus of Nazareth has taught
us, that the ordering of all events, even the minutest, proceeds
from our Heavenly Father. He says,

" Are not two sparrows
sold for a farthing ? and one of them shall not fall on the

ground without your Father. But the very hairs of your
heads are all numbered." (Matt. x. 29, 30.) Jesus of Nazareth,
therefore, whom you are afraid to follow, lest he should lead

you after other gods, directs all his followers to the one living
and true God, the Creator, Preserver, and Redeemer of afl

things. Those men, on the contrary, who crucified Jesus of

Nazareth, and that oral law, which you prefer to Christianity,
have led you away from the doctrines of Moses and the

prophets to the principles of heathenism. The general doctrine,

that the moral nature, the weal and wo of men, are altogether

dependent upon the stars, is not Mosaic, it is heathen ;
and the

particular details concerning the influence of Venus, Mars, and

Mercury, are plainly the offspring of the worst part of heathen

mythology. If, then, Jews believe in this Talmudic astrology,

they approach very nearly to heathenism, and such has been
the case with the majority and the most learned of the nation
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for the last
eighteen

hundred years. If from the unavoidable

influence of Christian knowledge, they now reject this portion
of the oral law, they declare that all their most learned rabbies

have been in gross error, and that the oral law, which led them

astray, is not from God, but, on the contrary, in one of its most

important features, a mere copy of idolatrous heathenism.

No. XXIV.

AMULETS.

IN magic and astrology we have discovered two features

common to idolatrous heathenism, and to the religion of the
oral law. We have seen that it pervades the Talmud and the

writings of the subsequent rabbies, and that it has tinctured

the language of every-day life. It occurs, therefore, as might
be expected, incidentally, when the oral law treats of other

things ; and we are induced to notice one passage of this kind,
not only because it proves that faith in astrology is an essential

element in the religion of the oral law, but because it sets

before us another feature of resemblance to heathenism. In

treating of the virtues of amulets, and of the tests, whereby to

try them and those that write, the following passage occurs

"123 nbnb syap nbn ^ S&HB?B SDD 2-1 -las

K^ap -nanwi wiaa "nans "airi snbn snbn
-nans -oa oan in in v-oa snbnb ^np snbn
wap naa 5-*nbnb wop in *>nans sb wop
T^ap snbn SCD 2-1 ^2 Trans sb si22 ^nans
"nans w-iaa 'nans sb wi wop ^sa wna nnb

ts n"b ^DS nn pnaw ^a ^nans sb IN

2pa spi sin

" Rav Papa says, I am certain in the case of three amulets
for three men ; where three copies of one amulet have cured
three times, then both the writer and the amulet are approved.
In the case of three amulets for three men, where each performs

only one cure, then the writer is approved, the amulet is not

approved. In the case of one amulet for three men, then the

amulet is approved, the writer is not approved. But Rav Papa
asks, AVhat is to be the decision when theie are three amuleia
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fi r one man ? The amulet is certainly not approved, the writer

may or may not be. Shall we say that he cured him ? Or
ivas it perhaps the influence of the stars, belonging to that man,
that had an affinity for that which was written ? That must
remain undecided." (Shabbath, fol. 61, col. 2.) Here we
have the influence of the stars again, and that not in the

case of the heathen, but in the case of Israelites. The whole

passage refers to none but Israelites. The question, from
which this digression about amulets arose, was whether it

is lawful to wear amulets on the Sabbath-day, a question

concerning the Jews, and them only. In this question, then,
we find the doctrine of sidereal influence mixed up, or rather

so certainly pre-supposed as to prevent the solution of a doubt.

A case is supposed where a man has been cured by the help of

three anmlets, and thence arises a doubt as to whether the

maker may be considered as an approved writer of amulets ;

and upon this case R. Papa does not venture to decide, because
it is possible that the cure may be owing to the influence of the

stars. How can there be a stronger proof of faith in the power
of the stars over Israelites as well as over other persons ?

This passage proves incontrovertibly that the heathen no-

tion of astrology is inseparably interwoven with the religious

system of the oral law, but it also presents to our consideration

another circumstance equally startling, and that is, that the

oral law sanctions the use of amulets or charms, as a cure for.

or defence against, sickness and other evils. What, is it pos-

sible, that tile Jews who think that their religion is the true

religion revealed by God to Moses, and whose chief objection to

Christianity is the fear lest it should lead them to strange gods,
is it possible that this people should still entertain the old

heathen notion concerning amulets ? Yes, whilst the followers

of Jesus of Nazareth have learned from him to renounce this

superstitious and wicked practice, the Jews, taught by those who
rejected and crucified him, still believe in the oral law which
teaches the manner of making and using charms. But perhaps
some one will say, it occurs only in the Gemara, but not in the

Mishna. This is at all times but a poor apology for the oral

law, or rather an open confession that the greatest part of that

law is indefensible, but it will not serve here. The doctrine of

amulets proceeds from the Mishna, which says,

: nnnian p irsa? ?nn vzspa sbi

" It is not lawful to go forth on the Sabbath-day with an

amulet, unless it be from an approved person." The Gemara
then takes up this commandment, and comments thus upon it,

s-os snaim TO WETI wb scs *i

71*3 sbs
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nnaian 713 la^sa? pn yapa sbi ^anpn 'na spn
yapi nrs -rn > a"a? nnaia WM 7012 'anp sbi

ana ba? yap ins B?ban naon ss'nu? ba nnaia
naao ia i&ns nbin ins j'nps bu? yap *rnsi

sbs nDDacp Nb naao ia "so? nbin -rnsi

" Rav Papa says, do not think that it is necessary that both
the man and the amulet must be approved ; it is enough if the

man be approved, even though the amulet be not approved.
The proof is, that the Mishna says,

' Unless the amulet be from
an approved person,' but does not say,

' Unless the amulet be

approved,' from which it is plain. Our rabbies have taught
thus, What is an approved amulet ? Any amulet that has
effected a cure, and done so twice or thrice. The doctrine

holds good, whether the amulet be a written one, or made of

roots whether the man be dangerously ill or not not only if

he be epileptic, but that he may not become epileptic." (Shab-
bath, fol. 61, col. 1.) From this it appears that there are two
sorts of amulets, one containing some written words, the other

made of roots of various kinds, and it is equally plain that the

object of wearing them was either to prevent sickness or to

effect a cure. On the Sabbath those only are lawful, which
have been manufactured by a man, who has already established

his character for making efficacious amulets, or which have
been already tried and proved to be so. This is the doctrine of

the Talmud, and let every Jew remember that this doctrine is

not extracted from the legendary part, but from those laws
which are binding upon the consciences of all who acknowledge
an oral law. And this is not any private opinion of our own,
as may be seen by referring to any compilation where the laws
are collected, as for instance the Jad Hachazakah, where this

law is thus expressed :

nnaia yap Hin m 'w nnaiE yapa 7'Msvi
ms inwsw is DT "oa n^btz^b Qn rrt

ms oa

"It is lawful to go out with an approved amulet. What is

an approved amulet? One that has cured three persons, or

has been made by a man who has cured three persons with

other amulets." (Hilchoth Shabbath, c. xix. 14.) The Arbah
Turim enters more at length into the subject, thus

nnaia sin csi nnaia la^sc? yapa
7123 3PEp sbi siaa nans sao? sb ia

>nansi jntpbtp ISD-H nms oa ins
Bfl
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sb b2s laarwa? C3?s bsa a?nb imsb
K2B7 nbi / ins 132H3'1 es nnaia yapn ]^s 221

m2S2 ins a?nb anair 7122 s-izn sbi yap 'nans
nnaia n-os nnisc? c^ass na?ba? 12 ssm nns
tpnb 2n3a? 7123 srapi s-i22 -<nans 07-31 ms bsb
msb is trans '2b nVrin ins b3i nn2s 32 ins
b22 nt a?nbb w-iaa ''nans crass nt^ba? ins
bns fDis b^b ibbn nnan inansi nins^B? niia

Mb D^a2?D '2 issni ins nisb n^vap '2 aro ns
nnnia r^apa ns^b nmai i yap sbi si22 ''nans

o?^ nbinn ^2 r^ps ba? is nna be? sin S2a? sb
-as nsasa? sbi n22D 12 rsu? ^2 n22D 12

>binn itns sb ib^ss sbs nsis-ib
sba; inbini ^222 nnsB7oa

" It is not lawful to go out in an amulet, which is not

approved, but if it be approved, it is lawful. Whether it be the

man or the amulet which is approved, makes no difference
;
for

instance, if a man have written one and the same charm in

three copies, and all three have affected a cure, the man is

approved with respect to that chann every time that he writes

it, but not with respect to other charms ; neither is the amulet

approved if written by another. There is also no difference in

the case, when the amulet is approved but the man not so ; for

instance, if a man write one charm, and only one copy, and has
with it effected a cure three times, then that copy is approved
for every man. A third case is, when both the man and the

amulet are approved ;
for instance, if a man write one charm in

three copies, and each has been of use to three men or to one
man three times, then the man is approved with respect to this

charm in every copy which he may write, and these copies are

considered as approved for the use of all men. But if he have
written three different amulets for one man, and have cured
him three times, then neither the man nor the amulet is

approved. Further, it is lawful to go out with an approved
amulet, whether it be a writing or one made of roots, and
whether the man be dangerously ill or not. Neither is it

necessary that he should have been already epileptic, and now
makes use of it for a cure. On the contrary, if he be of an

epileptic family, and wear it as a preventive, it is lawful."

(Orach Chaiini. sec. 301.) There can be no mistake here. This
is Jewish law binding upon all who acknowledge tradition.

Neither is it a doubtful or passing notice
;
on the contrary, the

different cases are all enumerated, and every particular specified.
The oral law here gives the most unqualified sanction to the use
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of amulets or charms, and that even on the Sabbath-day. That

such charms are near akin to magic or witchcraft is plain from

the nature and purpose of the manufacture, and from the

undisguised use of the word tt?nb
" charms ;" but there is

a passage in Rashi's commentary on another Talmudic treatise,

which puts this beyond all doubt ; we therefore give both the

text and the commentary

o>u?btt7 7prn bbnb vn c^Tobn a3intZ7 732-1 ian

ira-i ntraa na^ra cmby rnwnv cns-i ]rra

72 sanrra nan cnb vvssnio n^to cna
72 7H3V 7l22tP vta D^aiS'a WVDV "J13

b72 73nv ~> by vbs new ^NSY 72 pnv n
rrnam rrobn -ina naipn N-ipn n^n sbt

p-nnrn 7"bpi nnsio spnpn n-nn
0^0212 nibt^ni msniaoai rnsiprn nirj?

"2sbn D-'bpi nn^i nna? nn^tt? a^byw
" Our rabbies have handod down the tradition that Hillcl

the elder had eighty disciples, of whom thirty were as worthy
as Moses our master to have the Shechinah resting upon them.

Thirty others were as worthy as Joshua the son of Nun that
for tnem the sun should stand still. Twenty were in the
middle rank, of whom the greatest was Jonathan the son of

Uzicl; and the least of all was Rabbi Johanan ben Zachai.

Of this last-named rabbi it is said, that he did not leave

unstudied the Bible or the Mishna, Gemara, the constitutions,
the Agadoth, the niceties of the law and the Scribes, the

argument, a fortiori, and from similar premises, the theory of

the change of the moon, Gemarria, the parables taken from

grapes and from foxes, the language of demons, the language
of palm-trees, and the language of the ministering angels," &c.

(Bava Bathra, fol. 134, col. 1.) This was pretty well, consider-

ing that he was the least of the eighty ; what then must have
been the knowledge of the others ? This tradition alone, from
its gross exaggeration, would be sufficient to mark the character
of the rabbies as false witnesses. It is plainly a fable, such as

one might expect in the "Arabian Nights' Entertainments,"
but not in a law that professes to have come from God. It is

another proof that the account of the oral law is a mere fiction.

But our object in quoting the passage here, is to point out its

connexion with charms and amulets. It tells us, that this

rabbi understood the language of the ministering angels ?

Now what use was this? Rashi tells us in his commentary,
C3T2lTnb to conjure or to adjure them : that is, to compel
them to serve him, when he adjured them ; that is, by their

means to act the part of a conjuror. It may perhaps be said,
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these were the good angels, with whom a holy man might hold

converse, but we are also told that he understood " the lan-

guage of demons." What was the object of this ? Rashi
answers again

: nsisnb spnp rnttrob rr^ia wpsai tnpnajnb

" For the purpose of adjuring them : and hence it follows

that amulets may be made in order to effect cures." From
this it appears that the Talmud allows a man to have con-

verse with evil spirits, and that this precedent establishes

the lawfulness of amulets. And this is the religion of the oral

law, these the doctrines and practices of the men who rejected
Jesus of Nazareth ! Here is real heathenism, not one shade of

which appears in the New Testament. Oh ! how different

is this from the doctrine of Moses and the prophets. The
oral law sends sick men to seek help in amulets and charms,
but not to the God of Israel. Now what difference is there

between this and the conduct of Ahaziah, when he fell down

through the lattice in his upper chamber in Samaria, and was
sick ? " He sent messengers, and said unto them, Go inquire
of Beelzebub the god of Ekron. whether I shall recover of this

disease. But the angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tishbite,

Arise, go up to meet the messengers of the King of Samaria,
and say unto them, Is it not because there is not a God in

Israel, that ye go to inquire of Beelzebub, the god of Ekron ?
"

(2 Kings i. 2, 3.) And so it may still be said to Israel, Is

it not because there is not a God in Israel, that ye go to

amulets and charms in order to get cured of your diseases ?

Moses points to God as the great physician ; he says,
" Where-

fore it shall come to pass, if ye hearken to these judgments,
and keep and do them, that the Lord thy God shall keep unto

thee the covenant and the mercy which he sware unto thy
fathers. And the Lord will take away from thee all sickness."*'

(Deut. vi. 12 15.) God himself says

: issn TT *aM

" I am the LOUD that healeth thee." (Exod. xv. 26.) But
the oral law leads men away from God, and tells them to go to

an approved man and to get an approved amulet, and for this

allows to learn the language of demons, and to compel them by

adjuration to be subservient. Where, in all the Old Testament,

is there any thing like this ? When the widow's son was sick,

Elijah did not give her an amulet to make him well, and yet,

if there were such things, it might be supposed that he knew
of them, and knew how to make them ;

in short, that he was
an approved man and could make an approved amulet ;

but

Elijah s trust was not in such heathen nonsense, but in the
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God of Israel. Before Him he prostrated himself, and said,
"

C)

Lord my God, I pray thee, let this child's soul come into him

again." (1 Kings xvii. 22.) When Hc/ekiah was sick, we
read not that he sent for an approved amulet, but that " He
turned his face towards the wall, and prayed unto the Lord."

Not charms, but faith and prayer, are the amulets of the

Old Testament, and also of the New. The Lord Jesus Christ

wrought many miracles of healing, and multitudes of sick

people applied" to him for relief, but he never directed them to

amulets in order to attain it. His direction is,
" Be not afraid,

only believe." (Mark v. 36.) His disciples also wrought great
miracles on the sick, but not by amulets. Their confession

is " His name, through faith in his name, hath given him this

perfect soundness in the presence of you all." (Acts iii. 16.)
And ihi-ir command is, not to wear amulets, but to pray.

" Is

any sick among you ? Let him call for the elders of the

Chiurch ; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in

the name of the Lord ;
and the prayer of faith shall save the

sick, and the Lord shall raise him up ;
and if he have com-

mitted sins they shall be forgiven him. The effectual fervent

praver of a righteous man availeth much. Elias was a man

subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that

it might not rain, and it rained not on the earth by the space
of three years and six months. And he prayed again, and the

heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit."

(James v. 13 18.) This is the doctrine of the New Testament,

exactly agreeing with that of Moses and the prophets, so that

you need not fear that Christianity will lead you to heathen-
ism : on the contrary, it will lead you back from the heathen-

ism of magic and astrology, and amulets, to the God of Israel.

But there is another feature in this doctrine concerning
amulets, which must not be overlooked, and that is that the

manufacture of amulets may be made a mere trade for col-

lecting the money of the credulous. If a man get a reputation
as an approved manufacturer, the believers in the oral law will

naturally apply to him in case of sickness, or other circum-

stances, where amulets are of service, and of course the remedy
is not to be had for nothing. We have known and heard of such

things both in the west and in the east. And thus the poor
Israelites are led away from the God of Israel, and induced, as

the prophet says,
" To spend their money for that which is not

bread, and their labour for that which satisfieth not." But what
a testimony does this whole doctrine furnish to the conduct and
the doctrine of Jesus of Nazareth ? His great endeavour was
to show the apostacy of the oral law, and to lead the people
back from tradition to the Holy Scriptures. Was he right or

was he wrong ? Which is the religion, of the oral law or of

the New Testament, most agreeable to the religion revealed to
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Moses and the prophets. Is the practice of magic a Mosaic
doctrine ? Is permission to hold converse with evil demons
a Mosaic doctrine ? Is astrology a Mosaic doctrine ? Is the
manufacture of amulets and charms a Mosaic doctrine ? No ;

they are all directly opposed to the doctrine and command-
ments of Moses, and the practice of all the holy men of old.

Are these things doctrines of the oral law ? Yes. Are they
the doctrines of the New Testament ? No. Christians are taught
to abstain from all such things. Then in this, at least, Chris-

tianity is more like Mosaism. How long will the Jews suffer

themselves to be thus deluded and imposed upon ? Many are

perhaps ignorant of the details of that system which they pro-
fess, but such ignorance is highly culpable. If men profess a re-

ligion they ought to know what it is, and what are its doctrines,

and what the practices which it prescribes. Modern Judaism

teaches, as the truth of God, all these heathenish notions and

practices ; it is time, then, for the Jews to inquire whether this

be the true religion in which they have continued for so many
centuries, and if not, to stand in the ways and ask for the old

paths. It is a vain thing for a few individuals of the nation

to attempt to deny that these superstitions are an essential

portion of modern Judaism. As long as the oral law is ac-

knowledged to be of Divine authority, that oral law must itself

be taken as the witness for its own doctrines, and the standard

of the modern Jewish religion. There is no possible middle

course : either Jews must altogether and publicly renounce the

Talmud as false, superstitious, and heathenish, or they must
be content to be regarded in one of two characters, either as its

faithful disciples, who believe all it says, or as timid men-

pleasers, who are afraid to confess the truth of God, or to pro-
test against the errors of man, lest they should suffer some

worldly loss or inconvenience. But is it possible that cowards,
in the cause of God, should be found amongst the people of

Gideon, who stood boldly against the idolatry of a whole city,

and overthrew the altar of Baal, or amongst the offspring of

Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, who dared a fiery furnace, or

amidst the countrymen of Daniel who trembled not at the view
of the lion's den ? No, we will rather believe that all the Jews
are still bigoted Talmudists, and that when they cease to be,

they will come forward with the spirit of their fathers and

the strength of their God to vindicate the truth.
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BOTH Jew and Gentile will agree that true religion is the

fear of the Lord, but the difficulty is how are we to know
it, and what are the marks that will help us to distinguish
the true from the false ? The Word of God gives many, of

which at present we select this one :

: rr rwn nDn rrtps-i

" The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom."

(Psalm cxi. 10.) True religion, as the Bible teaches, does

not only better the heart, but also improves the under-

standing ;
whereas false religion not only corrupts, but also

makes its votaries foolish. This is the uniform representation
of the Bible, and thus we read of true religion,

" The law
of "the Lord is perfect, converting the soul : the testimony of

the Lord is sure, making wise the simple." (Psalm xix. 7.)

And again, the wisest of men says,
" Then shalt thou under-

stand righteousness, judgment, and equity ; yea, every good
path. When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and know-

ledge is pleasant to thy soul, discretion shall preserve thee,

understanding shall keep thee." (Prov. ii. 9 11.) The
votaries of false religion are, on the contrary, described as

devoid of all wisdom. "
They are altogether brutish and

foolish ; the stock is a doctrine of vanities." (Jer. x. 8.)
And again,

" None considereth in his heart, neither is there

knowledge nor understanding to say, I have burned part
of it in the fire ; yea, also, I have baked bread on the coals

thereof ; I have roasted flesh and eaten it ; and shall I make
the residue thereof an abomination ? Shall I fall down to

the stock of a tree ? He feedeth on ashes ; a deceived heart

hath turned him aside, that he cannot deliver his soul, nor

say, Is there not a lie in my right hand ?
"

(Isaiah xliv. 19,

20.) According to these passages of Scripture, wisdom is a
test of true religion, and folly of a false one, let us then

apply this test to the religion of the oral law, does it com-
mend itself to the understanding by its wisdom, and the

wisdom of its teachers? It is true, that it speaks well 01

itself, and calls all its" doctors D^DDH " Wise men," but the

chapter on amulets, quite fresh in the memory of our readers,

excites some doubts upon the subject, though of these we
consider only the theory. The histories, which the Talmud

gives of the Rabbinical practice with regard to such charms,
lead to the inevitable conclusion that wisdom is not one of
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the characteristics of the oral law. Take for example the

following direction to stop a bleeding at the nose :

rratzn jro woa wb -rnaza ^nsi sanb
B73* \-vb sb w sncab ^b rrb aviabt

sb *NI snsab ''pain -n sVa; "ss sas n^b ainaai
'Vr CDSID *pa ''an ^bi C2& ^n rrb airo'o

sbtpsi snososi sips rrrpb sb ^si cas
hwVib'T Npaioi spniai sota-iipi sp\-iy
Tnn bi-ra^i

inrr Hafcy/2 bm^ai sbna
Kb?si n^nn nas nmb sb -si

snb sriD nni SD^ ^snb sma in cip^i
n^bsatc'T 3na \rnna sran n^Tn wis bptf^i
win bnaai n^a^zan 3na \nina sbsatzn

srtan Wtewn s-ia

'n^ai Kana snin n-^n^b sb

poa^b s^a ^n 'poai ^n^n ^D -na^bi

: sn^abe -ja

"For a bleeding at the nose, let a man be brought who
is a priest, and whose name is Levi, and let him write the

word Levi backwards. If this cannot be done, get a layman,
and let him write the following words backwards : 'Ana pipi
Shila bar Sumki;'

* or let him write these words,
' Taam dli

bemi keseph, taam li bcmi paggan;' f or let him take a root

of grass, and the cord of an old bed, and paper and saffron,

and the red part of the inside of a palm tree, and let him
burn them together, and let him take some wool, and twist

two threads, and let him dip them in vinegar, and then
roll them in the ashes, and put them into his nose. Or let

him look out for a small stream of water that flows from
east to west, and let him go and stand with one leg on each
side of it, and let him take with his right hand some mud
from under his left foot, and with his left hand from under
his right foot, and let him twist two threads of wool, and dip
them in the mud, and put them into his nostrils. Or let him
be placed under a spout, and let water be brought and poured
upon him, and let them say, 'As this water ceases to flow,

so let the blood of M., the son of the woman N., also cease.'
"

(Gittin, fol. 69, col. 1.) Now we ask any Jew of common
sense, whether this passage savours most of wisdom or folly ?

* The only explanation which Rashi gives of these words i* j^il tonb "I*
is a charm."

J ton jnb "
It is a charm." Rashi.
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Vinegar and water may be very useful in such a case, or even

mud, if used in sufficient quantity, might stop up the nose,
and therefore stop the bleeding too, but what manner of benefit

can proceed from the word Levi written backwards, or from
those words which Kashi pronounces to be magical ? Why is

the mud of water flowing from east to west more efficacious,

and why is it to be taken with the right hand from under
the left foot, and with the left hand from under the right
foot ? Plainly because the authors of this passage thought
there was some charm or magic power, and their minds were
BO overpowered by superstition, as to lead them to disregard
the plain words or Moses forbidding all magic. It cannot be

pretended that this is a rare case, the Talmud abounds in such

remedies, all equally wise. For instance, take the following
mode of treatment for the scratch or bite of a mad dog :

VQ ntaia? abaa naw o^-m nrcan pa-i lan

bs ib naia -nan ninno V3tsi fjiaia <n<n '' n<ins

naia *IH cr-iais HPI n'o-n nsn "ibnat vrnar
nvact&a iriw IBM a-i 'in 'MOO B?a ibip 7"si
i vbs rm mn nn -ION bwnattn ia rnpntra
p-ft3n -ma PT

n"33i pnoa n^2 ^^m piT3n ima ss
n^sn roD^a n^napn ''sa pnoa n^n ^ sm
in rT2 ?n rtDin'1 a-n n^in N3in 21

'sa n^sa n^b n^3T n-'bra rrnn rnaanm

oi-nbp "iap nap nb i-iai on^bp ^nas 'naa

s^sab ins^nb^ai nbo ]as p nisas rr n 1
"

cH n^atab ina^-naai fcniana

-onn
strrm

^avaa na Kas Kin Knna ia sasi sn
: varm snaia

" The rabbies have handed down the tradition, that thert

are five things to be observed of a mad dog : his mouth is

open, his saliva flows, his ears hang down, his tail is between

his legs, and he goes by the sides of the ways. Some say
also, that he barks, but his voice is not heard. What is the

K
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cause of his madness ? Rav says, it proceeds from this, that
the witches are making their sport with him. Samuel says,
it is an evil spirit that rests upon him. What is the dif-

ference ? The difference is this, that in the latter case he is

to be killed by some missile weapon. The tradition *
agrees

with Samuel, for it says, In killing him no other mode is to be
used but the casting of some missile weapon. If a mad dog
scratch any one, he is in danger ; but if he bite him he will die.

In case of a scratch there is danger ;
what then is the remedy ?

Let the man cast off his clothes and run away. Rav Huiia,
the son of Rav Joshua, was once scratched in the street by one
of them ; he immediately cast off his clothes and ran away.
He also says, I fulfilled in myself those words,

* Wisdom

giveth life to them that have it.' (Eccles. vii. 12.) In case of

a bite the man will die
; what then is the remedy ? Abai

says, He must take the skin of a male adder, and write upon
it these words,

'

I, M., the son of the woman N., upon the

skin of a male adder, I write against thee, Kanti, Kanti,
Klirus.' Some say,

' Kandi, Kandi, Klurus, Jah, Jah, Lord of

Hosts, Amen, Amen, Selah.' Let him also cast off his clothes,

and bury them in the grave-yard for twelve months of the

year ; then let him take them up and burn them in an oven,
and let him scatter the ashes at the parting of the roads. But

during these twelve months of the year, when he drinks water,
let him drink out of nothing but a brass tube, lest he should see

the phantom-form of the demon and be endangered. This was
tried by Abba, the son of Martha, who is the same as Abba,
the son of Manjumi. His mother made a golden tube for him."

(Joma, fol. 83, col. 1.) This is a very plain case of the use of

an amulet and of magic, but whether it be a proof of profound
wisdom we leave to the judgment of the reader. What good
can the poor man get from certain words written on the skin

of a male adder ? or from first burying and then burning his

clothes, and scattering the ashes on the cross-roads ? It cannot

be pretended that this is medical treatment, and still less that

it is the treatment commanded by the Word of God. If it had

pleased God to command all this, we should not only submit,
but gladly recommend this recipe in eveiy similar case. To
God Almighty no man can prescribe. He chooses what means
he pleases, and may do so because his omnipotence can

lender them effectual. He healed the Israelites bitten by
the fiery serpents by the sight of the brazen image, and
he cured Naaman's leprosy by bathing in the waters of

Jordan. Whatever then be the means which He prescribes,
our highest wisdom is to make use of them. But as he has

not prescribed the means recommended by the Talmud, but

- * The Bareitha.
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forbidden them in his general prohibition of magic, we mast
av that the man who uses them has bid adieu to all true

wisdom. No wonder, then, if his own inventions ore stamped
with folly. But what will our readers think of the cause of

the canine madness here assigned ? " llav
says,

It proceeds
from the witches who are making their sport with him. Samuel

says, It is an evil spirit that rests upon him." Rav believed,

then, that God, whose mercies are over all his works, allows

wicked women to torment his creatures, and to inflict

upon them a dreadful malady to make sport for themselves.

Is this wise, is it according to Scripture ? This is the doctrine

of the oral law ; and if Jesus of Nazareth had not protested

against it, and taught a true doctrine by asserting the truth

of Scripture, this would be the universal doctrine and practice
of the Jews. Whoever believes the Talmud, must believe in

this and all the other follies which it contains. Whoever

rejects these things, confesses that the Talmud contains what
is false and foolish, and thereby shakes or rather overthrows
its authority. Some person will perhaps say that similar

superstitions and follies have been found amongst Christians.

We grant that this has been the case wherever Christians have

departed from the written Word of God, but can anything
similar be found in the New Testament? That book is our

standard of Christianity. As you say that the oral law is of

divine authority, we say that the New Testament is of divine

authority. We point out to you these follies, not in individual

Jews, but in your book of authority. If you would make out

a parallel case, you must do the same. But you cannot. The
New Testament has nothing of the kind ; and it is for you to

explain how this happens that the New Testament, which vou
believe to be false, is

entirely
free from every tiling of the kind.

Further, we ask every right-minded Israelite, whether he
is not shocked at that profanation of the reverend and hol>
names of God which is here not only countenanced but

prescribed. What can a devout Jew think either of the man
or the book that tells us to write the names,

: nisns mrr n> rr

"Jah, Jah, the. Lord of Hosts," by the side of such
nonsense as Kanti, Kaiiti, Klunis ? Would he say that this

is consistent with true religion ? And yet this profane use
of the name of God for magical purposes, is not rare in the
Talmud. The following is another instance :

sba -sn sn"1 Tom ^ irnws rn-i -ION

umivn tmai Nrps-is -o nnrra
n-ns -UPS rrns rpbs ,Tpm Krmbsa rrb

K 2
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ran nas n^ai nbp ps ]s niwas TT rr

*ma nsa nbn sb:b sb: 7^2 sv^ vnna ""b

jytrn 19 Kb: jrb-n rrnsn pfVw mn

bnrra p^bpa ^sta p^bi 'w
n^a npaa? wan nn-anb sbp sb2 rrb
nn pis b" rrnnsrn S2S wan rpnEi

sb viisn nr:s327 ^123? sbi sbn Ktsin sba
bin nato -KPN ib"nn sb ^so cs TT cisa

pn s'-

" Rabbah says, They that go down to the sea have told

me, that when a wave is going to overwhelm a ship, sparks
of white light are seen on its head. But if we strike it

with a staff on which are graved the words,
' I am that I

am, Jah, Lord of Hosts, Amen, Amen, Selah,' it subsides.

They that go down to the sea have told me, that the distance-

between one wave and another, is three hundred miles. It

happened once that we were making a voyage, and we raised

a wave until we saw the resting-place of the least of all

the stars. It was large enough to sow forty bushels of

mustard seed, and if we had raised it more we should have
been burned by the vapour of the star. One wave raised its

voice and called to its companion, O, companion, hast thou
left anything in the world that thou hast not overflowed ?

Come, and let us destroy it. It replied, Come and see the

power of thy Lord. I could not overpass the sand even a

hair's-breadth, for it is written,
' Fear ye not me ? saith the

Lord: will ye not tremble at my presence, which have

placed the sand for the bound of the sea, by a perpetual
decree that it cannot pass it?' (Jer. v. 22.)" (Bava Bathra,
fol. 73, col. 1.

)
Here is the same profanation of the peculiar

and holy names of God? it is to be engraved on a staff

either to lay or to raise the waves. But besides the pro-

fanity, just consider the folly of this whole story. In the

first place, it ascribes to men, no matter whether they are

good or wicked, absolute power over the waves of the sea.

Anybody can engrave those names of God upon a staff',

anybody can use the staff to strike the sea, and thus a
wicked man, without either faith, fear, or love of God, may
make and use an instrument which almost invests him win
omnipotence. Is it possible that any son of Israel can be so

credulous as to believe such manifest absurdity? But this

story reminds us again of the utter disregard of truth which
characterises the Talmud. Here we are told that, by power
of this magic staff, a wave was raised so high as to enable
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those travellers to see the resting-place of the smallest of all

the stars, and that so distinctly, too, as to be able to make
a good guess at its measure. The slightest knowledge of

modern astronomy is sufficient to show not only the impro-

bability, but the utter impossibility of anything of the kind.

The least of the stars visible to the naked eye is at an almost

immeasurable distance from the earth, so as to make it

perfectly ludicrous to talk of a wave being raised to such a

height. All the water on the face of the globe would be far

from sufficient for the formation of one such wave. But the

Talmud intimates that they had the power of raising it still

higher, and were prevented only by the fear of being scorched.

But the Talmud is not satisfied with these wonders, it goes
on to describe a conversation between two waves. The com-

mentator, who evidently believed every word of the story,

suggest that this conversation was carried on by the angels
presiding over the waves.

Dinn Hoavo pss naiba ibip jna wba rrb "o-n

: en crrbs n^ican n>3sba oan > snip ninn bs
' The wave lifted up his voice, that is, it cried, and so we

find,
'

Deep calleth unto deep.' And perhaps this means the

angels who were set over them." The commentator, it ap-

pears, had no doubt of the truth of the story, and how
should he have, if he believed in the Divine authority of

the Talmud ? But we ask our readers do they believe this

story and if they do not, why not ? Because it is too

absurd, and too far beyond the bounds of possibility. Can,
then, a book that swarms with similar accounts be from
God ? By what means did all these things about magic,
astrology, amulets, magical cures, and staves, get into the

Talmud? No doubt they were put in by the authors.

Either, then, the authors believed in all these things, or

they did not. If they did not believe in them, then they
were evidently bad men, who deliberately wrote falsehood.

But if they did believe these things, then, though not

guilty of wilful falsehood, they were credulous, superstitious

persons, who had no clear idea of the religion of Moses and
the prophets ; and in either case they are most unsafe guides
in religion. It is for the Jews of the present day to consider

whether they will still adhere to a system that involves the
belief of so many incredibilities and sanctions the profanation
of the names 01 God for the purposes of magic. Eighteen
centuries are surely long enough to have remained in such
thick darkness. Those who have been brought up in such
a system ought now, at least, to arise and ask what have

they and their forefathers been about all this while? And
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how it is that the New Testament, which they have rejected,
is entirely free from such deformities ? Something has been

decidedly wrong, or the chosen people of God could not have
remained so long in captivity, unheeded and unhelped by the

Holy One of Israel. An exhibition of the doctrines of the

oral law explains the cause. Israel has departed from the

religion of Moses, and pertinaciously adhered to a system
compounded of human inventions, and idolatrous heathenism.

They call Moses their master, and say that the oral law is

derived from him, hut if we may from the work, form a

conjecture about the author, it is much more probably a

tradition from the magicians of Egypt or the witch of Endor.
And if it had been handed down as such if the Israelites

had presented the Talmud to the world and their posterity
as part of the heavy yoke of Egypt, we should not have
been astonished at the universality of its reception. But
that Israel should ever have been so far imposed upon, as

to believe that Moses or the prophets ever had anything to

do with the oral law appears almost inexplicable. However

unwilling one may be to apply to fellow-sinners any prophecy
that contains a denunciation of God's wrath, one cannot help

asking, was it of this that the prophet said,
" The Lord

hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath
closed your eyes ; the prophets and your rulers the seers hath
he covered. And the vision of all is become unto you as

the words of a book that is sealed, which men deliver to one

that is learned, saying, read this, I pray thee
; and he saith,

I cannot, for it is sealed : and the book is delivered to

him that is not learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee, and
he saith, I am not learned." (Isaiah xxix. 10 12.) This

question is, however, far more important to Israel than to us,

and to them we leave the answer. Some will still persist
in the assertion that this heathenish compound is the highest
wisdom. The great majority of the nation is devoted to the

Talmud, which is still the cistern whence the synagogues
endeavour to draw the waters of life. The multitude does

it in ignorance, they are, therefore, not so culpable. But
there are many that know better, what then is the reason

that they do not strain every nerve to deliver their brethren ?

These few do not suffer the oral law to interfere either with

their business or their convenience. They profane the Sabbath,
eat Gentile food, carry on their business on feasts and fes-

tivals. If they do all this on principle, why not protest

against error? Is it because they are indifferent to the

welfare of their brethren ? If indifference be the only fruit

of this intellectual progress, instead of rising above, they
have sunk below superstition itself.
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IF men would only employ in religion a little of that

common sense and earnestness, which they find so necessary
for the affairs of this life, they would by God's blessing soon

arrive at the truth. For example, if the father of a family
should find, that by following the advice of a physician,
sickness and death were constant guests, he would soon look

out for another ; and he would be much quickened in his

measures, if this physician's counsel had produced the same
results in the house of his father and his grandfather. He
would not think it any shame, under such circumstances, to

change liis father's physician for another ;
on the contrary,

he would think, and most men would agree with him, that

it would be both a sin and a shame to retain him. Now
let Israel make the application to their spiritual physicians,
the Scribes, Pharisees, and Rabbies. For many centuries they
have punctually followed their advice, and the consequence
has been one misfortune after another, and centuries of

exile from the land which God gave to their fathers ; the

very contrary of that which Goa has promised. God has

saia, if the Jews will obey the religion of Moses, that they
shall be restored to their land. " It shall come to pass . . .

if thou shalt return unto the Lord thy God, and shalt obey
his voice according to all that I command thee this day,
thou and thy children, with all thy heart and with all thy
soul ; that then the Lord thy God will turn thy captivity,
and have compassion upon thee, and will return and gather
thee from all nations," &c. (I)eut. xxx. 2, 3.) The Jews
have obeyed the commands of the rabbies, and have not
been gathered ; what is the conclusion ? Either that God's

promise has failed, which is impossible, or that the religion of

the rabbies is not the religion of Moses. Such is the inevitable

conclusion from the words of Moses and the facts of the case ;

let it then lead the sufferers to examine the religion which

they have hitherto professed. A very little examination will

convince any reasonable man, that it is a fearful corruption of

divine truth, a compilation made by men who professed to be

astrologers and magicians. Let not the Jews think that our

opinion is the result of prejudice. It has been deliberately
formed on evidence furnished by the oral law itself. If we are

wrong, let the rabbies prove the contrary. Let them, for

example, explain the following law of modern Judaism.

nipa br iznnbb -inia rcna is a-ips irtrac? *B
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ob ptnbi inm att^b SID raa i

oiba brin -mn ^sa; ^a b
insn *ptan sbtp na ib nvin

" If any person be bitten by a scorpion or a serpent, it is

lawful to charm the place of the bite, even on the Sabbath-day,
in order to quiet his mind, and to encourage his heart, although
it is a thing utterly profitless. Because the man is in danger,

they have pronounced this lawful for him that his mind may
not be distracted." (Hilchoth Accum. c. xi. 11.) Here the

rabbies have allowed what God has absolutely forbidden. The
men who profess such reverence for the Sabbath allow it to be

profaned by magic, which is one of the works of the devil.

Rambam, whose words we have just quoted, felt that it was
both wicked and foolish, and has therefore endeavoured to

furnish an excuse, saying that it is of no use, and is only
allowed to quiet the mind of the sufferer. But that does not

alter the unlawfulness. Besides, what sort of opinion could

Kambam and the rabbies have had of the Jews, when they say
that magic is permitted in order to quiet their minds ? They
evidently supposed that the Jews were a weak and superstitious

people, who believed so firmly in charms, that the use of them
would quiet the mind ; and so ignorant or careless about God's

commandments, that they could be comforted by their trans-

gressions. The excuse, therefore, only makes the case worse.

It takes for granted that the professors of the oral law are

ignorant and superstitious ; and then to quiet their minds
allows the transgression of the law of Moses, and that on the

Sabbath-day. But this excuse is altogether Rambam's in-

vention. Ihe original passage in the Talmud says nothing
about quieting the man's mind, it simply says

: roan D^anpsn n^na numb
" It is lawful to charm serpents and scorpions on the Sab-

bath-day." (Sanhedrin, fol. 101, col. 1.) And Rashi's com-

mentary on the passage

" That they may not do injury." This man, then, who spent
his life in the study of the Talmud, knew nothing of Rambam's

apology. He plainly believed that by charming serpents on
the Sabbath, they might be prevented from doing harm, and
that on this account, and not for the purpose of quieting the

mind, they were permitted so to do. This was also the opinion
of that famous expounder of Jewish law, the Baal Turim, for

alter quoting Rambam's words, he adds :
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crib -irna mpy irna VPN o'snntz? a
b tprnbn cramn aro impT1 Nbrc ^-o tcribb

,TOnn by K-iipn 721 minn JB pios N-npm naan
n sb jrspn by ^b-cn i n"D rraa IN nw sbtp

sbs E"i&naai trnan bbm CHIP cnb
nsiDi min "nan 7*anya7 rmrq cn

wrnba Kpn HTPD ""-n trcan nsicn sbs
ib ^stz? Kin irn ppiit n^tr cu? TO
"bis Tan b ppn la-'N ns ban san nbiyb pbn
rr^an by pios a?rnbn HD^M KIID^N in^oi ''sn

07 <i csi > a^a to? mam sbm np^p-i sba ib^cs

pnb pins si-ipb nn^Bi inin bsn nwsa H32D i^

by nb^ba

" If any person be pursued by a serpent or a scorpion, it is

lawful to charm it to prevent it from doing injury. Kambum
has written, He that charms a wound, or reads a verse from
the law (as a charm), and also he that reads over an infant

that it may not be afraid, or who lays a roll of the law or

phylacteries upon a child, are not only to be accounted as one
of the charmers and magicians, but as of the deniers of the law,
for they use the words of the law as medicine for the body,
whereas it is only a medicine for the soul. R. Isaac says

absolutely, that he who charms a wound, mentioning at the
same time the name of God and spitting, is the charmer of

whom it is said that he has no share in the world to come : but
if he does not spit, the matter is not so grave. It is, however,
forbidden to use a verse as a charm over a wound, even though
there will be no spitting nor mentioning the name of God. But
if life be in danger, every thing is lawful ; and it is lawful to

read a verse as a defence, for instance at night in bed." (Joreh
Deah. 179.) From this it is pretty plain that the charming of

serpents was allowed, not as Rambam says to quiet the mind
of him that had been bitten, but to prevent injury, for it is

allowed before the man is bitten at all, if he be only pursued
by a serpent or a scorpion. But what a picture does this

whole passage give us of the religious state of the Rabbinic

Jews, both rabbies and people. Here you have the people
described, not by Christians, but by the rabbies themselves,
as sunk in the depths of superstition, using a sepher torah,
a roll of the law, or phylacteries as a sort of charm for

the benefit of children, and yoii have the rabbies forbidding
this at one time, but allowing what is equally forbidden by
God, to charm serpents : and, in case of danger, declaring that
"
Every thing is lawful," that is, allowing them to do what

3
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will make them, according to Rambam's opinion, charmers,
magicians, and dcniers of the law. And this is the Jewish

religion, and this is what the Jews have gained by rejecting
Christianity. We, poor Gentiles, who cannot trace our pedi-
gree to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, should be ashamed of
such follies. And if such wicked heathenish practices were to
be found in our religious books, we would not let an hour pass
over until we had lifted up our voice and protested against
them, and should use every lawful means to deliver our chil-

dren from such ungodliness and error.

We have now given quotations from the two great digests of
Jewish law on the subject of using charms, but it is worth
while to consider the context of the original passage, upon
which these laws are based, as that will prove that the Talmud
has not been misrepresented by its compilers.

roan "p^n "om TTOCBTDBI 7"OD 733-1 isn
33. bs >b:> 7

i

n^33flai mrca n^mpsn n^na narnb
n^rn nan b*oba:i 72 71371227 72-1 -IBM roan
7"i -Tins btQ'3 i3*NtZ7 ib33 bss bts'on 'ban n
Sim *i -iaiN -w n roan nntp -ms
NDV "i *]HT 'DV "O nabn 7^ s:in 3-1 -^E

-a n^ n-n Kn ^ P23D tzntpn sbw moM sb
snsn ^bn^

" Our rabbies have handed down the tradition that it is lawful

to anoint and rub the stomach (of a sick man) on the Sabbath,
also to charm serpents and scorpions on the Sabbath : also

to pass an instrument across the eye on the Sabbath. R.

Simeon, the son of Gamaliel, says, that this only applies to an
instrument which may be moved,* but with one that may not
be moved, it is unlawful. But it is unlawful on the Sabbath
to make inquiry of demons. R.. Jose says, this is also unlawful
on week-days. Rav Huna says, the decision is not according
to R. Jose : and R. Jose himself said this only on account of

danger, for that is what occurred in the case of R. Isaac, the

son of Joseph, who was swallowed up in a cedar tree, but a
miracle was wrought for him the cedar opened and cast him
out." (Sanhedrin, fol. 101, col. 1.) We have here, first, the

charming of serpents ; we ask, then, could the Talmudic
doctors really believe in such folly or allow such wickedness

on the Sabbath ? Is there any misunderstanding, or does the

context show, that they were men of that superstitious turn of

mind to justify this idea ? The context is all of a piece, for after

* Such as a key, a ring, or a knife. Rashi.
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permitting the charming of serpents, it goes on to discuss the
la wfulness of asking counsel of demons, and here Rashi shall

explain what this means :

D1E7

nnb o*T2!3 nm
01270

"To make inquiry of demons, is what they do when any
tiling is lost. They make inquiry by the work of demons, and

they tell them, and this is forbidden on the Sabbath, on ac-

count of the words,
' Not finding thine own pleasure.' (Isaiah

Iviii. 13.)" This is plainly a magical operation, but yet the

mbbies do not say that it is unlawful because it is magical,
but because it would be attending to one's own concerns. In
like manner, they say, it is unlawful on week-days, only on
account of the danger. And an instance is given in Rabbi
Isaac of what might happen ; and here, again, we ask counsel
of Rashi, in order to understand what Rabbi Isaac was about.

This commentator tells us :

0*107 nrcusn sitp n*n
: nsn irbsi oa ib

" He was asking counsel, by means of a demoniacal opera-
tion, and the demon sought to do him an injury, but a miracle

was wrought for him, and a cedar tree swallowed him." Such,
then, is the context, those men who permit the charming of

serpents, also teach the doctrine of asking advice of demons, and

give us a practical example in one of their friends. There can,

therefore, be no mistake ; the one feature of their religious

system exactly agrees with the other : and the authors of the

oral law represent themselves as patrons and practisers of

charms and magic, and therefore to every lover of the Mosaic

law, as unwise and ungodly men. It is, however, curious to

we how they endeavoured to quiet their own conscience, and
that of the people, in a matter so evidently repugnant to the

plain words of Scripture. They pretended that there was a

holy sort of magic in the practical Cabbala, which men might
learn, and then perform the greatest miracles.

i*n D3*niai*7 *3 lowao? sabs 112 *p*i2 137:1 *N

K-I*T TT rrnpb n*-no? wnaa -n sai "m o^Viao
rrb -nno sp mn bi jrira "srwo sp mn
mi wan 21 Tns^b -nn ns wnan 70 rrb

nn
inb
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" If the righteous wished, they might create the world, for

it is written,
' But your sins separate, c.' Rabba created a

man, and sent him to Rabbi Zira. He spoke with him, but
when the other did not answer him, he said, Thou art from
the magicians, return to thy dust. Rav Chanina and Rav
Oshaia used to sit every Sabbath eve and study the book of

Jetzirah, and then created for themselves a three-years-old
calf, and ate it." (Sanhedrin, fol. 65, col. 2.) The second
miracle is here ascribed to the study of a certain book. In
Rashi the first miracle performed by Rabba is ascribed to the

same source.

->SD v/

" He created the man by means of the book of Jetzirah, for

it taught him the combination of the letters of the name of

God." According to this account, these rabbies were much

greater men than Moses or any of the prophets, for in the

whole Old Testament there is not one such miracle recorded.

Moses never created any thing, neither did he perform any
of his miracles without the help of God. Either the Lord

immediately commanded him, or he sought the Lord's help.
But these rabbies acquired the power of omnipotence by
studying a particular book, and exercised it either for their

amusement or their profit. Rabba created a man, and sent

him to Rabbi Zira, not as it appears to do any good, or to

glorify God, but simply to show his power, or to act a little

bit of waggery ;
and the other two created a fat calf for

themselves every Sabbath eve, that they might have a good
dinner. The difference between these miracles and those

recorded in Scripture is obvious. The Scripture miracles are

either for the glory of God, or the good of man. The
rabbinical miracles are altogether for the glory of man, and
the gratification of self. Moses smote the rock, and supplied
all Israel with water. The rabbies create a calf, and eat it

themselves. No doubt there were many poor people in Is-

rael at the time of Rabbies Oshaia and Chanina, who would
have been very glad of a calf for their Sabbath dinner, why
did they not create a calf or two for them ? This selfish

falsehood betrays itself, and bears on its front its own con-

demnation. The whole doctrine of the combination of the

letters in the name of God is a pure invention of men, whose
minds have been debased by superstition. There is not a
word about it in the whole Bible, and it is derogatory to

the honour of God, who is the only Creator.

The whole Talmudic doctrine of magic does, however,

explain the reason why the Scribes and Pharisees were so



CHARMS CONTINUED. 205

little moved by the real miracles of Jesus of Nazareth and his

disciples. Their minds were fully possessed with faith in the

power of cabalistic magic, they therefore were insensible to

the real displays of divine power. They were in the same
state of mind as Pharaoh and his magicians, who looked on
the miracles of Moses as a mere proot of magical skill, and
hardened their hearts. Even when they confessed " This is

the finger of God," they were not converted. Pharaoh still

persisted in his resistance. And so it was with the Scribes

and Pharisees. When the Lord had raised Layxirus from the

dead,
" then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees

in council, ana said, What do we ? for this man doeth many
miracles." They acknowledged the fact of the miracles, but
did not receive their evidence, for they believed that the study
of the book of Jetzirah would enable them to do greater. No
miracle, therefore, could convince them. But besides this,

thtir hearts were corrupt, and they had apostatized from the

law of Moses ; they therefore did not love the truth. They
had turned aside to charms and magic, and asking counsel of

demons ; and when men do this, the understanding becomes

darkened, so that it is rendered impervious to the light.
Their unbelief, therefore, becomes an evidence to the truth

of Christianity. If such transgressors of the law of Moses,
and such unblushing relaters of falsehood had believed, it

would have cast a shade of suspicion over the whole Gospel

history. If the men, who say that Rabba created a man,
and the two other worthies created a calf every week, had

appeared as witnesses for the truth of Christianity, the
miracles of the Gospel would have appeared in one category
\vith these most absurd fictions. But when such men appear
as the enemies and persecutors of Jesus, it testifies that He
was not one of them, and that as they were bad men, and
loved a false system, his doctrine must necessarily have had

something goou in it, or they would not have opposed it.

But this doctrine explains still more clearly the cause of

God's wrath against Israel. The Jews boast that since the

Babylonian captivity, they have been free from idolatry, but
this is not true. Ihey h'ave not made images, that is, they
have avoided the form, but they have retained all the substance
of idolatrous heathenism. The man who channs a serpent is

an idolater, and the religion which permits it is idolatrous and
heathenish. The man who asks counsel of demons is an ido-

later of the worst class, for he does homage to unclean spirits.
He turns his back upon the allwise God, who ought to be the
counsellor of all his children, and by making demons his ad-

visers, makes them his gods, and yet this is also allowed in

the religion of the rabbies if it can be done without danger.
Those Jews, therefore, who believe in the oral law that is, all
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Jews who make use of the synagogue prayers, have departed
from the law and the God of Moses, and have chosen for them-
selves the doctrines and the gods of the rabbles. How then
can God have compassion upon them and gather them ? The

thing is impossible, until they utterly renounce all these delu-

sions, confess their sin in having followed them so long, and
" return and seek the Lord their God and David their king."
A long trial has been made of the rabbinical medicine, and it

has altogether failed. Wherever the religion of the oral law
has been or is predominant, its sway has been marked by the

misery of the people. And the first dawn of a happier day has

appeared only since the time that a part of the nation burst

the fetters of rabbinic superstition. Compare the state of the

German Jews with that of their bretliren in Turkey or on

the coast of Morocco. Some of the former have abandoned
the oral law, and the latter still cling to it with a bigoted
devotion ; and yet the former have had a blessing in the im-

provement of their temporal and intellectual condition, and the

latter still remain in mental and corporeal slavery. The mere
renunciation of Rabbinism has produced these beneficial effects,

and if the Jews of Europe go on from the renunciation of error

to the attainment of truth, that is, if they return to the religion
of Moses and the prophets, the promises of God will be ful-

filled, and the nation will be restored to the land of their

fathers.

The Rabbinic Jews comfoi't themselves with the idea, that

they cannot have this world and the world to come too
;
but

they confound two things which are perfectly distinct, God's

mode of dealing with individuals, and his mode of dealing
with nations. Individuals have not only an existence in time,
but for eternity. Worldly misfortune to an individual is,

therefore, no proof of God's displeasure, because the world is

only a part, and that the smallest part, of his existence. But
the case of nations is different. They exist only in time, and
therefore the rewards and punishments must be temporal, and
so God has uniformly promised to the Jewish people temporal

prosperity, in case of national obedience, and temporal calamity
in the former case. Whenever, therefore, we see Israel exiled

from their land and scattered among the nations, we must

infer, if Moses has spoken the truth, that it is because they
have departed from the God of their fathers.
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No. XXVII.

SABBATIC

How little the oral law has hitherto done to promote the

peace and happiness of Israel, we considered in our last number.
It may, however, be replied, that it has not had a fair trial,

and that the failure is to be attributed rather to the people
than to the law. This possible reply naturally leads us to

think, what then would be the state or Israel and of the world
at large, if the oral law were universally and exactly observed,
and its disciples had supreme dominion in the world ? Suppose
that all the kingdoms of the world were melted into one vast

and universal monarchy, and the sceptre swayed by a devout

and learned rabbi, and all the magisterial offices filled by able

and zealous Talmudists, would the world be happy ? This is a
fair question, and well deserves consideration, for there can be

no doubt that time religion was intended by its Divine Author
to promote the happiness of his creatures :

rrrnnTa ai 03712 "orr rrrm
" Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are

peace." (Prov. iii. 17.) And that not of a few, but of all

without exception.

" Have we not all one father ? Hath not one God created
us ?

"
(Mai. ii. 10.) That religion, therefore, cannot be of God,

which would make the greatest portion of his creatures miser-

able, and confer happiness on a very limited number. The re-

ligion that came from heaven, wherever it exists, must contain
the elements of happiness for all nations, and include all

the families of man. It must exclude none but the wilfully
and obstinately wicked, who carry the torments of hell in their
own bosom, and would be necessarily unhappy even in heaven
itself. A religion, whose principles, if triumphant, would effect

BO desirable a consummation, must be true. The question is.

whether modern Judaism, if it had full and free scope for the
realization of all its principles, would bear such blessed fruit ?

Our late inquiries about amulets and magic led us to consider
some of the laws about the Sabbath-day, and as when tine

religion prevails, this ought to be the happiest day of the

week, the laws respecting it shall furnish materials for our
answer. That a rabbinical Sabbath would be the happiest
day in the week we much doubt, for, in the first place, to keep
the rabbinical Sabbath aright, it is necessary to be perfectly
acquainted with all the laws relating to it, which are very

c
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many and very intricate, occupying even in Rambam's com-

pendium, including the notes, above one hundred and seventy
Folio pages.* That any conscientious man can be happy with
such a load of law about his neck appears impossible. He must
be in continual fear and trembling lest he should through for-

getfulness or inadvertence be guilty of transgression, and the

continued watchfulness and anxiety would be more intolerable

than the hardest labour. But if Rabbinism wielded the su-

preme power, he would have to dread the most severe and
immediate punishment :

nvai 1EN227 nws mi*a nasbao ^-ao
nisn bto'o nasba in nonsn bai rnao7n "

ba nwsn nb newa? nyn wb by iasn

nsinrn wvs nttf mn esi ma a^n pita
: rmap nsttn pip a^n marca na?s DST bpD3

"To rest on the seventh day from work is an affirmative

precept, for it is said,
' On the seventh day thou shalt rest.

Whosoever, therefore, does any work, annuls an affirmative,

and transgresses a negative precept, for it is said,
' Thou shalt

do no manner of work.' What is meant by being guilty on
account of doing work ? If it be done voluntarily and pre-

sumptuously, the meaning is, that he is liable to excision, and
if there were witnesses and a warning, he is to be stoned.

If he did it in error, he must bring a certain sin-offering."

(Hilchoth Shabbath, c. i. 1.) This sounds something like the

law of Moses, but is in reality far more severe. The whole
force depends upon the meaning of the word "

work," and the

rabbinical sense would entirely destroy the peace of society.

If, for instance, a poor man could not afford to have his Sab-

bath lamp burn all day, and should extinguish it to save the

oil ; or if a humane man should see burning coals in some place

likely to do injury to others, and should extinguish them, they
would both be guilty, and if some zealous Talinudists happened
to be present, and first remonstrated with them on the unlaw-
fulness of the act, they would both be tried, found guilty, and
stoned to death :

p-::: irstp c"3?s natra nasbn ntrwn ba
nan n^ nantj; -in i^a rrVy a^n nasbo
-tas- wbp na nb-ncb is ptrb THIS Nina?

13 "ir Din spa- Mc? "H2 IK *rtr'
1 sbtr na is

VSB? C"!?^ maab "pism "nm nssba 'nana? r:?^

Hilchoth Shabbath and Hilchoth Eruvin extend from fol. 140 to foL 226.
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is iEB7n "acn sbs TOD wbi '-nan *p:ib Tn-
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" Whosoever docs any work on the Sabbath, even though he
does not do it for the sake of the work itself, is nevertheless

guilty. How so ? If, for instance, a man extinguishes a lamp,
because- hi- wants the oil or the wick, and wishes that it should
not waste, nor be burned, or that the earthenware part of the

lamp should not be cracked ; inasmuch as the extinguishing
is work, and his intention was to extinguish it : although the

mere act of extinguishing it was not the ultimate object, but on
the contrary, the saving of the oil or the wick, or the earthen

lamp, he is* nevertheless, guilty. And in like manner, whoso-

ever, removes thorns a distance of four ells in a public place, or

whosoever extinguishes coals to prevent the public from being
injured, is guilty : although the ultimate object was not the

extinguishing nor the moving, but he simply intended to

prevent the injury, he is guilty, and so in all similar cases."

(Ibid.) If this were the law of the laud, and the executive were
in the hands of Talmudistic zealots, the peace of the world
would be at an end. The poor man could not be happy, when.
he saw his little property wasting; and the humane man would
either be made miserable at the thought of being able to prevent
much injury, and yet not doing it, or would have to expose
himself to the danger of a cruel and ignominious death. We
know enough of the general character of the Jewish nation to

believe that there are amongst them those who would brave the

danger, whose generous hearts would rise above personal con-

siderations, but how dreadful would be the consequences ! A
man of a tender heart, the father ot a family, would be induced,

by the best of feelings, to save his fellow-men from injury.
lie would return to his family, and tell them how God had

given him an opportunity of doing good. The family worthy
of such a father would rejoice to hear the information, but the

sequel of his stoiy would turn their joy into mourning. He
would have to tell them that ignominious death would he the

consequence, and that because he dared to do an act of charity,
and to love his brother as himself, the morrow would s.-e his

wife a widow and his children orphans. But suppo^-, that

when he performed the act, he had been attended
!>;,

i > of his

sons, now grown up, and zealots for the oral law tiint they
had warned him, and then became his accusers, as \-.\vy n

firm believers in Talmudic religion, he would have the additional

O .
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pangs of seeing his own flesh and blood as the foremost of his

executioners. This one law would clothe the world with

mourning, and make the light of the Sabbath sun the curse of

mankind. Though men might be found at first to brave the

danger, the course of time and the inflexible severity of the law
would soon annihilate all generous feeling. Children would be

trained up with the idea that humanity is not a Sabbath virtue,

and the constant resistance of the tender feelings would harden
the heart, and mankind in time become totally insensible on

week-days as well as Sabbath-days ;
and thus the enforcement

of this one law would produce universal selfishness, and this

would certainly not promote the happiness of the world. But
take another case of a man, who leaves his home on the Friday
morning to go a short distance into the country, intending to

return before the commencement of the Sabbath ;
he meets

with an accident, and breaks a limb ; on the Sabbath he is

sufficiently restored to think of the anxiety of his family, and
writes a short note to inform them of his state, this act of

common love and kindness would cost him his life ; nay, if he
had only begun the letter, and then overcome by fear or weak-

ness, had left it unfinished, a rabbinic tribunal would condemn
him to be stoned.

m Vnnm man msba
nDsban bD n^bcyn sbo? c"rs
mas mrob jiiDnaa? -nn T^D
trbartp TS m n^nn"1 sb D'ncns ]"s roan -itazp is

ama^D sbs mnsn bs is -iiatzrn bs mnyi i^sn
.n^n nvms via?

"Whosoever intends to do any work on the Sabbath, and

begins it, and does a certain measure, is guilty, although he
does not finish all that he intended. How so ? Suppose he
intended to write a letter, or a contract on the Sabbath, it is

not to be thought that he will not be guilty until he finish his

business, and write the whole contract or the whole letter. On
the contrary, as soon as he shall have written two letters (of
the alphabet) he is guilty." (Ibid.) And consequently, if it

can be proved, must be stoned. Eveiy one's daily experience
will tell them of the many similar cases where a letter may be

necessary for the peace or well-being of an individual or a

family, and where the delay of a day would be a serious injury.
If rabbinism held the reins of power, the anxiety, the sorrow,
the injury must all be endured; the Sabbath-day must be made
a burden and a curse, instead of a blessing, or life itself must
be exposed to danger. But this would not be the only misery.
These sanguinary laws would, as religious laws, bind the
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consciences of the weak and superstitious. A man's domestics,
or his children, or even his wife, would become spies over all

his Sabbath doings, and the denouncers of every transgression ;

and thus domestic confidence, without which not even the

shadow of happiness can exist, would be destroyed, and a man's
foes would be those of his own household. Much has lately
been thought and said about the sanguinary nature of the laws
of England, but the laws of Draco himself were merciful when

compared with the religious enactments of the rabbles. Draco

only sentenced to death men convicted of a crime. The oral

law condemns to stoning the man, woman, or child who will

venture to write two letters of the alphabet, or even who will

extinguish fire to prevent a public injury. Nay, in some cases,

where it actually pronounces a man innocent, it nevertheless

commands him to be flogged.

IN niaab rap^bi nmn Q^wn Enpbb
-iinn fcrni D"23V -p -inwi rrnsn toipbb
2"2?s TIED n^sn rrnsi nbnm o^aasn
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minn mos Kbrc nws TOYD sbaa? THse*

rowbn.

" If a man intended to gather black figs, but gathered white

figs, or if he intended to gather figs and afterwards grapes,
but the matter has been inverted, and he gathered the grapes
first, and afterwards the figs, he is not guilty. Although he
have gathered all that he thought of gathering, yet, because he
did not gather them in the intended order, he is not guilty, for

he did what was unintentional, and the law forbids only
intentional work." (Ibid.) We pass by the manifest absurdity
of this decision, which is, however, sufficient to prove that this

law is not of God, because it is more important to consider

what is to be done with a man not guilty. The law of England,
of any other civilized country, would say, of course, that he is

to go free ; but not so the oral law. it commands that the man
should be flogged.

nn i TUBS rrr -m no?i^na? -lawa? oipo
pipn pi nVpon pi man 70 IIIDD m
"nrnn mD'w ratm 121 im mtpyb TO*
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" Wherever it is said, he that doeth anything is not guilty,
the meaning is, that he is not liable to excision, nor stoning,
nor a sacrifice, but that thing is unlawful to be done, and the
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prohibition is of the words of the Scribes, and is intended as a
removal from the possibility of work : and he that does it pre-

Humptuously, is to be flogged with the flogging of rebellion."

(Ibid.) Here, then, we have a whole class of crimes which the
oral law itself allows are no crimes according to the law of

Moses, but which it thinks fit to punish with that dreadful

and degrading infliction. Are the professors of this traditional

religion really acquainted with its ordinances ? or can any man
believe that a religion which, if it had full scope and power,
would become the torment of the human race, can emanate
from God ?

If ever this religion attains supreme power, its adherents will

be reduced to a state of the most deplorable bondage, but what
would be its effect upon the other nations of the world ? It

would, in the first place, deprive all other nations of a Sabbath ;

for we have already quoted the law (No. 3, p. 22), which

decides,
" That a Gentile who keeps a Sabbath, though it be

on one of the week-days is guilty of death," and though not to

be executed, is yet to be flogged. This would be a very serious

diminution from the happiness of millions of human beings.
The Gentile who, like the Jew, must earn his bread by the

sweat of his brow, and devote six days to the concerns of the

world requires a day of rest from secular labours, and cares,

and thoughts, to relieve his body and to refresh his soul, and
hold communion with his God. Of this the oral law would

deprive him, or, if his conscience compelled him to sanctify one

day in seven, he would have to purchase his spiritual enjoyment
by corporeal suffering. Many would, no doubt, be terrified at

tae thought of the punishment, and all trace of a Sabbath,

would in time cease amongst the Gentiles. The multitude

would soon be left destitute of religious instruction, and general
vice and misery be the consequence. This religion, then, of

the oral law, would certainly not promote the happiness of the

Gentiles, and they are the overwhelming majority of mankind:
it therefore cannot be of God. But the violent deprivation of a

holy day of rest would be far from producing kindly feelings
towards the Jews. Mankind would rebel against such oppres-
sion ; and the religion which commanded it instead of obtain-

ing their reverence, as it ought to do if true, would become
their detestation. This unhappy feeling would be increased by
other similar laws, equally wanting in charity. For instance

ratca man nw
Snw own biVn no? j-src DTSI n^wb
vrrnnb fnsa last? 'aso nann "ia ra nw

: raxun n rrbs
" A Gentile woman is not to be delivered upon the Sabbath,
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not ever, f.-r
]> ivment, neither is the enmity to be regarded. It

is not to be done, even though no profanation of the Sabbath
should be implied. But the daughter of a sojourning prosolyte

may be delivered, for we are commanded to preserve the life of

such, but the Sabbath is not to be profaned on her account."

(Ibid. chap. ii. 12.) We ask every Jew who has got the heart

of a man, whether such a law can be from God ? or whether
the religion of which it forms a part can be true ? A poor
woman, in the hour of her extremity, is to be left to her fate,

simply because she is an idolatress. The mother and the child

are both to be left to perish, because, either through her own
fault, or through the circumstances of her birth, she has re-

mained ignorant of the true God. But grant, for the sake of

argument, that the mother is so hardened a sinner as to be

beyond the mercies of sinful men, what has the child done,
that its life is to be given as a spoil to chance ? Is that the

way to convert a sinner from the error of her ways, or to

recommend the true religion ? The most besotted of idolaters,

who believes at all in a Divine and merciful being, would

pronounce such religion false. A few such cases would soon

spread through the world, and Judaism become the aversion of

every heart that can sympathize with suffering. And thus, if

true, it would confirm all mankind in error. But it caunot be:

the religion that comes from God bears the impress of its au-

thor, and teaches such love and kindness that the practice of it

softens, where it does not convert. Its bitterest enemies must
confess that its practical principles are worthy of all admiration.

But there is here a second case, the daughter of a sojourning
proselyte, towards whom the oral law is a little more lenient,
it allows such an one to be delivered, but does not permit the

Sabbath to be profaned on her account. Suppose then that

such an one found herself in the midst of Jews, and after her

de.irery required the comfort of a fire or warm food tor herself

or her infant, or any other assistance that would imply a
breach of the Sabbath, it could not be done, but for an
Is -aelitess it may be done ; can this proceed from Him who
se.'ks the happiness of all his creatures ? It cannot be said that

this is a rare case, for it is easy to show that this is the general
spirit of the oral law :

bsntrr ib*ss D^N-WI 0*1:1 nn ww ~vzn nrvn
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-in Torra intro inn arnsn m f

:nnn jn arista npT
" If Gentiles and Israelites live together in one court, even

if there be only one Israelite and a thousand Gentiles, and a
ruin fall on one of them, the rubbish is to be cleared away,
on account of the Israelite. If one of them had gone by
himself to another court, and that court fell upon him, the

rubbish is also to be cleared away, for perhaps this one was
the Israelite, and the rest were Gentiles. But if they all

set out to go from this court to another court, and during
the time of their moving, one of them separated and went
to another court, and a ruin fell upon him, and it is not
known who he is, the rubbish is not to be cleared away.
For as they all moved together, it is certain that the Israelite

was not amongst them ; and every one who separated from

them, whilst going, is to be reckoned as belonging to the

majority." (Ibid. 20, 21.) Here the same utter recklessness

of Gentile life or comfort is displayed, and no one will pre-
tend that such laws, if carried into effect, would promote
the happiness of mankind. Accidents, like births, happen
on the Jewish Sabbath as well as on the other days, but
if the oral law had power, the Gentiles to whom any
accident happened, might wait until the Sabbath was over,
and must thus lose the only comfort which is possible on
such an occasion. When a man is suffering from severe

bodily injury, there are but two sources of consolation ; the

one is the kind and benevolent attentions of man, the other

the remembrance of God's mercy and goodness, but the oral

law cuts off both from the suffering Gentile. It forbids its

disciples to help him, and says at the same time that this

is the law of God. But could the Jews themselves be

happy on that Sabbath, where such an accident occurred,
and where they had left a poor Gentile buried under the

ruins of a building ? Could they enjoy peace in the bosom
of their family, or coxild they find holy pleasure in the prayers
'of the synagogue when they had left one of God's creatures,

a fellow-man, to perish in his misery ? But this law would
affect more than the individual sufferer, and the few sur-

rounding spectators. It would prevent all brotherly love

between Jews and Gentiles, and until all men learn tho

reality of charity, the world cannot be happy. If it be true

that the religion given by God, wherever it is carried into

practice, makes men happy, then the religion of the oral

law cannot be true, for, if practised, it would make all men
miserable.
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No. XXVIII.

FAST FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE.

ALL who believe the Bible look forward, in full assurance

of hope, to that happy period, when Israel shall be gathered
from the four corners of the earth, and restored to the land
of their forefathers and the favour of their God. The days
of their mourning shall then be ended, and their fasts, now
observed on account of the misfortunes of the nation, shall

be turned into joy and gladness :

oisi spa-in ens mwas n -ION ro
rrnrr rrnb mrr ^wan nisi 'spai&n nisi

eibt&m nosm
" Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the fast of the fourth

month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh,
and the fast of the tenth, shall be to the house of Judah joy
and gladness, and cheerful feasts : therefore love the truth

and peace." (Zech. viii. 19.) At that time, the prophet
goes on to tell us, Jerusalem shall be the metropolis of the

world, and the common centre to which all the nations of

the earth shall flow " to seek the Lord of hosts and to pray
before him." We Christians believe this as fully, and long
for the happy accomplishment as ardently as the Jews. It

would give us unspeakable pleasure to behold the Jews on
that height of moral dignity and glory for which God des-

tined them, from the first hour that he chose their father

Abraham to be His friend. We desire the arrival of this

happy period, for the sake of the Jews themselves, but surely
no Jew will feel offended with us if we say that we desire

it also for our own sakes and for the sake of all the families

of men. We should wish to see Divine truth triumphant, sin

and misery banished, and brotherly love universal, but we sec

all these things connected with the restoration of Israel, and
the establishment of the kingdom of God upon earth, and
therefore we join with all our heart in the the most ardent

aspirations of the Jewish people, and say, "Amen" to every

prayer that God " would remember his covenant with Abra-

ham, Isaac, and Jacob, and that he would also remember the

land." But, alas ! these prayers and wishes and anticipations
all remind us that that happy day is still future. Israel is

still scattered among the nations, and instead of having days
of joy and gladness, is about to observe another solemn day
o.f mourning in remembrance of the desolation of their city

C3
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and temple. The ninth of the month of Av is still a fast, and
llambam thus describes the causes of mourning on that day :

^ -1T23 1 13 WVS ea'nsi rr 3N3 tai
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" On the ninth of Av five things happened. It was decreed

in the wilderness that Israel should not enter into the land.

The temple was destroyed, both the first and second time.

The great city named Either was taken, and there were in

it thousands and tens of thousands of Israel, and they had a

great king, whom all Israel and the greatest of the wise men
imagined to be the King Messiah. . But he fell into the hands
of the Gentiles, and the Israelites were all slain, and there

was a great affliction similar to the desolation of the temple.
On this same day, destined for punishment, the wicked Turnus
Kufus ploughed up the sanctuary and the adjacent parts, to

fulfil that which is said,
' Zion shall be ploughed as a field.'

(Mich. iii. 12.)
"

(Hilchoth Taanioth, c. v.) The mere enume-
ration of all these dreadful inflictions of the Almighty suggest

many and grave topics for reflection, but the most important
of all is, the cause of the last desolation of the temple, and the

present long captivity. To mourn over past misfortunes and
to humble ourselves for past sins, is indeed good and whole-
some

;
but if it docs not teach us how to remedy the one and

to avoid the other, it can only terminate in despair. Every
Israelite, therefore, who weeps for the desolation of the holy
and beautiful house where his fathers worshipped, should also

set himself earnestly to inquire into the cause and remedy of

this great calamity. Why was it that the God of mercy de-

solated his own house, the only temple that He had in the

world built by his own express command? The idolatry of

the nation was the cause of the destruction of the first temple.
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" Moreover, all the chief of the priests, and the people, trans-

gressed very much, after all the abominations of the heathen,

and polluted the house of the Lord which he had hallowed in

Jerusalem. And the Lord God of their lathers sent to them by
his messengers, rising up betimes and sending ; because he
had compassion on his people, and on his dwelling-place : but

they mocked the messengers of God, and despised his words,
and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose

against his people, till there was no remedy. Therefore he

brought upon them the King of the Chaldeans, who slew their

young men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and
Iiad no compassion upon young man or maiden, old man or him
that stooped for age : he gave them all into his hand and they
burned the house of God and broke down the wall of Jerusalem,
and burned all the palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed all

the goodly vessels thereof." (2 thron. xxxvi. 14 19.) Here,
then, obstinate idolatry is represented as the cause of the first

desolation. Israel learned and practised the abominations of

the heathen, and thus polluted the temple, and therefore God

destroyed the temple and sent them into captivity. There
were no doubt many and other great sins in Israel, but they
are not mentioned, as if to show that nothing short of wilful

and obstinate departure from God could have led him to adopt
so severe a measure. As long as they retained their allegiance
to God and rejected the abominations of the heathen, there was
a hope and a possibility that they might repent of other sins,

but when men obstinately turn away from God, and will not
hearken to his warnings, all hope of repentance is at an end,
and there is no alternative but just judgment. But was this

the case in the second temple? Were the Jews then obstinate

idolaters? Had they images amongst them, and did they
pollute the second temple with such abominations of the
heathen ? No, rather than bow down to images, they willingly
endured every torture, and offered up even their lives as a
sacrifice to the truth, and when the second temple was

destroyed, there was not amongst Israel a single votige of

idolatry. Never, in the whole course of their history, from the

going forth out of Egypt to that day, was there such an

apparently scrupulous observation of the* letter of the law, and
never had Israel had so many learned men devoted to the study

L
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of the commandments. What then could be the cause of the
second desolation ? It was not idolatry, but it must have been

something equally odious in the sight 6f God, and it must have
been a sin committed equally by the priests and the people.
You observe that in the above description of the first destruc-

tion, it is said,
" All the chief of the priests, and the people

transgressed very much." If the priests had remained faithful

to their God, He would not have destroyed their temple, for

there would have been hope, that, by their exertions and

teaching, the people might be brought to a better mind. Or,
if the people had remained faithful, God would not have

punished the people for the sins of the priests ;
he would have

cut off the wicked priests and raised up others according to his

own heart. Nothing short of the unanimous wickedness of

priests and people could hiife brought on so great a calamity.
In like manner we infer that the cause of the second destruc-

tion was not any partial wickedness, but some sin, of which
both priests and people were guilty, that drew down that

calamity. And, further, it must have been a sin against which

they were warned by special messengers of God. When the

priests and the people fell into idolatry, God did not immediately

destroy the first temple. He first tried whether they would
listen to his warnings and repent, and therefore " he sent to

them by his messengers, rising up betimes, and sending ; because

he had compassion on his people, and on his dwelling-place."

Now, surely, when we see that God showed such compassion,
when He was about to send so small a calamity as the seventy

years' captivity, we may safely infer that he would not bring
the more tremendous judgment of eighteen hundred years'

desolation, without exhibiting a compassion proportionate to

the coming infliction. In the former case he sent special

messengers and prophets to warn them, he must also have acted

similarly before the second destruction. Who, then, were the

messengers and the prophets that warned the Jews of their

sin ? The Jews say, that during the second temple there was
no prophecy ;

but is it possible to imagine that the God of Israel

would shut up his bowels of compassion, and pity neither his

people nor his dwelling-place, but give them both over to the

most dreadful visitation that ever descended on a nation without

one word of warning ? When he was about to destroy Nineveh
he first sent Jonah to call them to repentance, and when his

judgments were about to descend upon Babylon, the words of

warning were miraculously written on the wall ;
can we sup-

pose, then, that God would not have as much mercy on Jeru-

salem and the Jews as on Babylon andNineveh ? The supposition
is- utterly inconsistent with God's character and dealings. There

must have been prophets who announced the coming judgment
and warned the people of their sin. Who were they, then, and
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what was that sin equal to idolatry which priests and people
committed and obstinately persevered in, despite of all warning,
and in which their descendants still persevere ? Idolatry is a

departure from the true God, and the setting up a false system
of religious worship. Now it is granted that the Jews did not

make images, but did they set up a false system of worship and

religion contrary to the religion of Moses and the prophets ?

Let the oral law and the Jewish Prayer-books answer that

question. We have shown in these papers that the oral law,
sanctioned by the Jewish Prayer-books, is directly at variance

with the written Word of God. It teaches the Jews to put
trust in amulets, charms, and magic,which are mere heathenism.

It teaches a cruel and unmerciful system for the Jews, gives
false ideas of the character of God, and actually forbids the Jews
to love their Gentile brethren as themselves. The setting up of

this system was the great sin which priests and people all joined
in committing, and in which their posterity still continue.

They were warned against this sin : God sent them extraordi-

nary messengers, He sent them Jesus of Nazareth, the prophet
like unto Moses, and the Messiah. The great burden of his

preaching was against this false religion, the oral law, but they
would not hearken to his words. Priests and people conspired

together to reject and crucify him. Here, then, was the result

of the false system which they adopted. The oral law was the

tree, the rejection of the Messiah the fruits. But still the Lord
had compassion upon his people, and upon his dwelling-place,
he spared them yet for forty years, and in the meanwhile sent

his apostles to warn them and testify against their iniquity ;

" but they mocked the messengers of God, and despised his

words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the Lord
arose against his people, till there was no remedy," and he

gave them into the hands of the Romans. Because they rejected
Jesus of Nazareth and his disciples, the temple and city were
desolated. The Jews have been taught to think that Jesus and
his disciples were deceivers, but let them consider this fact, that,

if they were, God himself has sealed the truth of their assertions

by the acts of His Providence. The preservation of the temple
and city to this day would have been incontestable evidence

that they were deceivers. Had no judgments followed upon
the crucifixion of Jesus, it would have been evident to all

mankind, that he was not what he pretended to be. But if

he was indeed the Messiah, the strongest possible attestation

that God could give, was the exemplary punishment of those

who crucified him, and this God has given. They crucified

Jesus, and God destroyed the temple and scattered the people.
Without this, the religion of Jesus never could have triumphed
aa it has done. If the temple were still standing, and the Jews
in their land, they could point to the temple and say,

" See that

L 2
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temple, the monument of God's favour and presence, it is

still amongst us, and shows that Jesus could not have been
the Messiah. If he had been the Messiah, God would not
have left us this unequivocal testimony of his favour." But
this proof of their righteousness God has taken away,
and that within forty years after the crucifixion of Jesus

;

so that God himself has given the strongest possible at-

testation to the truth of his claims. Let any reflective

Israelite calmly consider this, that, if Jesus was not what he
claimed to be, his crucifixion was the most meritorious act that

the Jews ever performed. They thereby did what they could

to stay the progress of a false religion that was to overrun the

world, and to uphold the truth ; can they, then, suppose that

God would punish them for doing that which was right, and

give the sacred sanction of His providence to him that was

doing wrong ? When Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, slew the

Israelite and the Midianitish woman with his spear, the plague
was stayed from Israel, and can we imagine that the high
priests who condemned Jesus would have had a less reward if

his claims had been false ? If Christianity be not true, then
God himself has interposed to crush the truth, and to build up
falsehood. If Christianity be true, then God could do nothing
more to attest its truth than he has done by the destruction

of the temple. There was but one unanswerable argument
against Christianity, and that was the existence of the temple;
but God himself has answered that argument by taking away
the temple, and therefore we infer that as God has done all

that he could to establish the truth of Christianity, it must
be true.

The Jews think that if Jesus had been the Messiah, it is

impossible that the priests and learned men of his time could

have rejected him. But the events which they commemorate
on the ninth of Av show the untenablcness of this argument.
On this day the Jews commemorate, first of all, the decree

that the Israelites should die in the wilderness. And why
did they die in the wilderness ? Because they would not

believe in Moses. " And all the children of Israel murmured

against Moses and against Aaron : and the whole congregation
said unto them, Would God that we had died in the land of

Egypt ! or would God that we had died in this wilderness !

4nd they said one to another, Let us make a captain, and let

us return into Egypt." (Numbers xiv. 2.) Yet they had seen

the plagues of Egypt, and they had passed through the Red
Sea, and were at that moment supplied miraculously with

food, but for all that they did not believe, and that " The
whole congregation." Will any Jew say, that this unbelief

proves that Moses was a false prophet ? If not, why not ?

Every argument, that will prove that the unbelief of that
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generation is no argument against the claims of Moses, will

equally demonstrate that the unbelief of the Jews in the ti:no

of Jesus is no argument against
his Messiahship. If it was

possible for them to disbelieve the word of Moses, after all

that they had seen, it is equally possible that they should

have rejected Christ.

But remark here, it was only the old generation that

God sentenced to die in the wilderness. The children

who did not participate in the unbelief of their fathers

entered into the land. Now if anything similar had hap-

pened to the Jews since the destruction of the second

temple, that is, if after a few years' captivity they had re-

turned to their land tcithout becoming Christians, they might
then argue that the rejection of Jesus was not the sin for

which they were exiled. They might say,
we have not

become Christians, and yet God has restored us ; it is plain
therefore that this was not the cause of the second desolation.

But God's dealings have been just the reverse. The Jewish
nation have gone on from century to century, fasting and

humbling themselves before the God of their fathers, and yet
he does not restore them, a plain token that they still parti-

cipate in the sin of their fathers. And a plainer proof still

of the truth of Christianity, for God still continues the pro-
vidential act, whereby he originally proved that Christianity
was true. Israel still rejects Christianity, and therefore

Israel still continues in dispersion. The only argument, that

could even appear to prove that the rejection of Je.sus was not
the cause of the second desolation, would be the restoration of

the Jews in an unconverted state. But that argument God re-

fuses to grant, and has refused it to his beloved people for many
centuries. If Judaism be true, why should he thus continue

to declare against it ? If Christianity be false, why should

he from century to century stamp it with the seal of truth ?

But, in the next place, the Jews commemorate the destruc-

tion of the first temple, that is, they commemorate the idolatry
of the chief priests and the people. They remember that the

learned and the unlearned of the nation rejected the true God
and turned to dumb idols. How then can the Jews say that

it is impossible for a nation, that openly rejected the God of

their fathers, to reject the Messiah ? There can be no greater

proof of folly and wickedness than to reject God and worship
a stock or a stone ; but of this Israel has been guilty, and
because of this sin the first temple was destroyed. The man
who rejects the true God will also reject his messenger. But
Israel has done the one, whv then should it be denied that

they could do the other ? Tlie only possible answer that can
be given is, that the priests and the people were a great deal
wiser and better in the days of Jesus than in those of the first
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temple. But if this be true, why was the temple destroyed ?

why were those who were so much wiser and better, punished
with a more dreadful punishment than those who were so

much more foolish and wicked ? If we are to judge of the

comparative wisdom and piety of the two by the measure of

punishment, then we must say, that the idolatrous priests
and people of the first temple were a great deal wiser and
better than the priests and people of the second temple, for

the former escaped, after a captivity of seventy years, the
latter have been exiled for seventeen centuries. The tre-

mendous nature of the punishment would show, that the

priests and people, who rejected Jesus, were more wicked than
their idolatrous forefathers, and if so, their testimony against
Jesus is of no value.

But the Jews also commemorate on this day the destruction

of the city of Either, that is, they commemorate the folly of

all their greatest rabbies in following an impostor, and be-

lieving in him as their Messiah. There Bar Kochav took

refuge with those whom he deluded. Rainbam says, "All

Israel, and the greatest of their wise men, imagined him to

be the Messiah, and we know that the famous Rabbi Akiva
was amongst the number. Here, then, we have practical proof
that the judgment of those rabbies, who rejected Jesus, was
not to be depended upon. If they had succeeded in their

efforts, they would have taught all Israel to believe in an

impostor ; but the providence of God gave them all over to

destruction in the very act of following a false prophet. And
yet these are the men who have handed down the oral law,
and compiled the precepts of rabbinic religion ; men, whom
the Jews themselves tell us, were the followers of a false

prophet and the dupes of an impostor. How can they
possibly believe in a system which has such men for its

authors
;
men who seduced thousands and tens of thousands

of Israel to plunge themselves into ruin ? If Rabbi Akiva,
and his colleagues, had not espoused the cause of Bar Kochav,
he could never have succeeded in deluding such numbers of

Israelites ; they, therefore, are answerable for that dreadful

calamity. But when the Jews of the present day comme-
memorate that sore affliction, should they not remember also

that it is high time to g^ ve up that religious system that was
the cause of it, and of all the evils that have since followed ;

or at least seriously and carefully investigate a religion,

fidelity to which is compatible with the departure of God's

favour, the destruction of the temple, and a long and awful

captivity ?
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IN our last number but one the Bible-doctrine, that true

religion must necessarily promote the happiness of man, was
laid down as the basis of our reasonings. The truth of the

principle is admitted by every thinking man, whether Jew
or Christian ; but plain as it is, it is frequently overlooked,
and a large portion of mankind is accustomed to look on

religion and its ordinances, not as blessings in themselves,'

nor as a course of moral discipline devised by the wisdom of

God for the good of man, but as a system of arbitrary enact-

ments instituted to give men an opportunity of treasuring up
a store of merit, and of earning an eternal reward. Hence
in all the superstitions, which man has invented, we perceive
an undue regard for the mere external act ; and an expecta-
tion that the performance of the act will ensure the Divine
favour. Thus the modern Hindoo stands on a sharp spike,
or suspends his poor body by an iron hook, or offers it to be
crushed under the wheels of the idol's chariot, and thinks

thereby to purchase eternal felicity. And thus also the more
ancient idolaters, the worshippers of Baal, in the time of

their need, wounded themselves with knives and lances, and

expected that for such meritorious religious observances their

prayers should be heard and that they should have a blessing.
But it is possible, without professing a totally false religion,
to view God's true commandments in the same light, and

overlooking the spirit and the object of his institution, to

fix the whole attention upon the letter or outward act, and
the quantum of reward which it may purchase. This the

rabbies have done, particularly, in reference to the institution

of the Sabbath-day. They appear to have forgotten alto-

gether that the Sabbath was made for man as a blessing and
means of grace, and have therefore in their attempts to pro-
mote the observance of the day, entirely sacrificed the peace,
comfort, and happiness of man to the mere appearance of

preserving the letter of the command inviolate. Their fun-

damental idea of keeping the Sabbath-day is, that it is an
act of obedience whereby something may be purchased.

niton pnv n -IEN 'ana a 'sa jro-a
ba nbna ib pama nan ns aa^on ba

i nvaba TiaiPHTa bura tp* -iais pns* -n jam an

parna nat&n ns aasan b:> m -IDS rmrr 2-1 -ION

was "12 Kn ~i -awi iab rribnVD ib
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Vcs nnabna na *o&En bo pnv
an ins rmm ai : ib pbrnn

cna nttbtp sb nrobro mitrs-i natz? bs-itzr

" We read in the sixteenth chapter of the treatise Shabbath,
R. Johanan says, in the name of R. Jose, that to every one
who makes the Sabbath a delight, an infinite inheritance is

given. Rav Nachman, the son of Isaac says, He shall, be-

eides, be delivered from serving the monarchies. R. Judah
ears, Rav says, To every one who makes the Sabbath a

delight, the desires of his heart are given. R. Chiia, the son
of Abba, says, in the name of Rabbi Johanan, whosoever keeps
the Sabbath according to its constitutions, even though he were
an idolater like Enosh, he shall be forgiven. R. Judah says,
Rav says, If Israel would keep the first Sabbath according to

its constitutions, no nation nor tongue should rule over them.
R. Simeon, the son of Jochai, says, If Israel would keep two
Sabbaths, they should be immediately delivered." (Arbah
Turim. Orach Chaim, 242.) Thus the rabbies sanction the

false and superstitious notion, that an external act can pur-
chase the favour of God, and even atone for the most atrocious

violation of the divine law. The Israelites are taught to

believe that if they would only observe the Sabbath according
to the rabbinic constitution, all their other transgressions
would immediately be forgiven, and they themselves restored

to the land of their fathers, and in the meanwhile the indi-

vidual sinner is told not to be uneasy, for that if he had com-
mitted idolatry, the most heinous offence against God, the

observation of the rabbinical precepts respecting the Sabbath
will wipe away the score. What then will he think, who has

ever kept himself outwardly from this capital offence, and only
been guilty, as he thinks, of sinning against his neighbour ?

He will make sure that the Sabbath observance will wipe out

the week's reckoning, and commence his sinful career again
the following week with the assurance that if he only live until

the Sabbath-day, he can make all good again. And thus the

Sabbath-day, ordained by God for the purpose of nurturing
true religious feeling, is by the oral law turned into the means
of eradicating all religious principle out of the heart. The
end for which the external observance was instituted, is not

only forgotten, but misrepresented. The holy affections which it

was meant to produce and nourish as a preparation for eternity
are overlooked, and the mere outward form held up as the

price which men are to pay for eternal felicity.

That the rabbinical laws are almost altogether occupied
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with the merest external observances will be plain to any one
who will take the trouble to read them through. Take, for

instance, some of the laws which refer to the keeping food

warm on the Sabbath-day :

by IN -rora ion is irsn "22 bs rrnp 7TTOO
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cmos CHIP cs-ai m -ma en ra^n ims
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is pis b2 ionin nba? pern 1212 b2
ps ib 7v* sin potasoa? ?OT bm ims bs
i"n mina? Errs nr:tt?n tfsn ^2^ b3? ims ^
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<iiTia psi nto
" It is lawful to leave a pot on the fire, or meat in the oven

or upon the coals, and although the cooking thus continues, it

is lawful to eat them on the Sabbath. But in this matter there

are some things forbidden, and the cause of the prohibition
is lest any man should stir the fire on the Sabbath. For

example, rood that has not been cooked as much as it requires,
or hot water 'that has not been sufficiently heated, or food

which has had the requisite cooking, but which improves all

the time that it is left to stew, must not be left on the fire on
the Sabbath, even though it may have been placed there,
whilst it was yet day on the Friday. This has been decreed,
lest one should stir the coals in order to finish the cooking
thereof, or to stew it. Therefore, if the fire be swept up, or

covered with ashes, or with the coarse part of flax, or

if the coals have ceased to glow, for then they are looked

upon as covered with ashes, or if the fire had been made
with straw or stubble, or with the dung of small cattle,

then, as there are no burning coals, it is lawful to leave

the food there on the Sabbath, for in this case the man's mind
will be turned away from the cooking, and the only object
of the decree is, lest the tire should be stirred." (Hilchoth
Shabbath, c. iii. 3.) No one can deny that this passage pre-
scribes the merest outward observances. The general principle
is that it is not lawful to stir the fire on the Sabbath, for that

would be doing work, and from this follow those other pro-
hibitions of all things which might tempt a man to be guilty

L 3
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of this grave offence. But they all refer to outward acts, from
which it is easy for any one, without any great exertion of

self-denial, or any advance in moral discipline, to abstain, and

yet he has all the merit and satisfaction of the most self-

denying piety, and thinks that he is thereby paying a part of

the price of his salvation, and making atonement for the

gravest moral transgressions of which he may have been

guilty during the week. Take, again, the following precepts,
and say whether they be not of the very same character :

cs o^a 12371 root mm "7-112 ib "powina?
-insb r\& >-oab 10*0 )rp morn "nsa ins HP

ns^o KSO DM b:is i -norm by lama** bi
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" If a man travelling on the Sabbath-eve be overtaken

by night,* and has with him a purse, and there be also

with him a Gentile and an ass, let him give his purse
to the Gentile, even after it be dark, but let him not lay
it on the ass.f But if he find anything, he may not give
it to the Gentile, unless it came into his hand whilst it

was yet day, for then it is a similar case to that of his purse.
If there be no Gentile with him, then let him lay it on the

ass, whilst he is moving, but let him take great care to take it

off every time he stands still. But when he begins to move

again, then let him lay it on. If there be with him an

ass, and a deaf and dumb person, an idiot and a child, then let

him lay it on the ass, but let him not give it to one of these,

for
they

are human beings like himself. If there be with
him a deaf and dumb person and an idiot, let him give it to

the idiot, as he has no understanding at all. If an idiot and a

child, let him give it to the idiot, for the child will be reckoned

amongst those that have understanding. If a deaf and dumb

* That is, if the Sabbath commence before he can get to a resting-place.

t : nD3T nVi inmo 73? r

For thou art commanded respecting the resting of the ass, but not respecting
that of the Gentile.
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person and a child, let him give it to whichever he pleases.
If there be with him neither one nor the other, let him move
it along gradually, each time less than four ells." (Orach
Chaim, sec. 266.) Here again the great concern is to observe

the form and letter of the rabbinical command, which repre-
sents the carrying of a purse on the Sabbath-day as work, and
therefore unlawful. The law of Moses says nothing either one

way or the other, but leaves it to every man's conscience.

The rabbies who made it unlawful soon* found that serious

inconvenience might arise, as in the case of a man on a

journey overtaken by the Sabbath, before he could get to a

resting-place. What is he to do, is he to leave his purse
behind rather than profane the Sabbath ? That alternative

the Pharisees did not like, and therefore set their wits to work
to devise some plan, whereby the outward form might be

observed, and yet the purse be safely conveyed along with its

proprietor. In the first place, they allow it to be given to

a Gentile, but every man of common sense will see that this

only saves the outward appearance, for it be unlawful to carrv
the purse, it must be equally unlawful to cause it to be earned,
for he who commands or causes work to be done is really and
in the sight of God the doer, just as he who hires a man
to murder a third person is in reality the murderer. If,

therefore,' the Jew dare not carry the purse himself, neither

may he give it to a Gentile, nor an idiot, nor a child, nor even

lay it upon his ass. This case only shows the insincerity of

the Scribes and Pharisees, and their love of money rather than
of God's commandment. In other cases they lay it down
as a law that no Jew is to ask a Gentile to do work for

him on the Sabbath :

D"3?s ratra nssba -ob mt&sb ^b -inib -now
ratcrr n-npo ib -IBHH? D"?SI rai&n by miso
rarpn -insb sbs rosb nmsb -p"12 "^stz? B'TSI

ratz? mnn Nbtp ns D'HSTD VOTD -nos HT -QTJ

: 702373 mrcyb isi^i jnws nbp
" It is unlawful to tell a Gentile to do work for us on the

Sabbath, although the Sabbath command is not binding upon
him, and although he told him before the Sabbath, and even

though he should not require that work until after the Sabbath.

This prohibition is of the words of the Scribes, and was made
to prevent Israelites from thinking lightly of the Sabbath, and
thus coming at last to do the work themselves." (Hilchoth
Shabbath, c. vi. 1.) Here, then, the very thing which is allowed

above, is expressly forbidden on the authority of the Scribes,

and consequently a transgression would make a man liable to

be flogged, as is expressly stated in this chapter :
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man it mwbB ib niwrb *iab -ISNI&

man^b ib ima nvna nao ims 7"am 12372; D"ys
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" An Israelite who tells a Gentile to do a certain work for

him on the Sabbath, although he has transgressed, and is to be
1 with the flogging of rebellion, yet he may lawfully
ise of that work when the Sabbath is over, if he wait as

long as it would take to accomplish the work." (Ibid. 8.)

These two passages, then, plainly contradict each other. The
one says it is unlawful to tell a Gentile to do work on the

Sabbath, and that he who does so is to be flogged. The other

permits a Jew to give a Gentile his purse to carry, and this is

work, or else the Jew might carry it himself. Now if the

latter case be lawful, then the former is also lawful ; and it is

most cruel and tyrannical to flog a man for doing what is

lawful. On the other hand, if, according to the general rule,

it be unlawful, then it is plainly unlawful in this particular
case

;
and it is plain that the Scribes, with all their pretensions,

thought it better to transgress what they considered a Divine

command, then to lose their money. But if the traveller has

got neither an ass, nor an idiot, nor a Gentile with him, then

there is apparently no way of escape, for it is unlawful,

according to the oral law, to carry any burden more than a

distance of four ells on the Sabbath-day ;
and one would

naturally expect, that those who punish a profanation of the

Sabbath with stoning or flogging that is, who spare neither

human blood nor life would tell him to leave his purse, rather

than transgress the Divine command. But no, they tell him
to carry it less than four ells, then to lay it down, take it up
and carry it again a distance of less than four ells, and thus,

bit by bit, carry it to the first inn. Here, again, there is an

appearance of preserving the letter of the rabbinical command;
but no man in his senses can see that there is any real differ-

ence between carrying it at one turn, or at five hundred short

turns of less than four ells, the whole distance is just the same,
and the work just the same in the sight of God. Either it is

altogether lawful, and then the rabbinical precepts appear as

folly and tyranny, or it is altogether unlawful, and then these

precepts appear as a mere evasion and a trick. But, in every
case, a cheap way is presented for purchasing salvation, and

atoning for past sin. There is no great exertion of moral prin-

ciple necessary to make the traveller let another person, or an
ass carry his purse to an inn.

Another part of the rabbinical mode of observing the

Sabbath, the preparation of the Sabbath table, has just the same

tendency to direct the mind to the mere external act :
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" Let a man arrange his table and spread the couches, and

order all the affairs of his house, that he may find it ready and
ordered when he returns from the synagogue ;

for Rabbi Jose

says, iii the name of Kabbi Chanina, That two angels accom-

pany a man on the Sabbath eve, on his return from the

synagogue, the one good, the other evil. "When he comes to

his house, if the Sabbath lamp be found lighted, and the table

prepared, and the couch spread, the good angel says, God grant
that it may be so the next Sabbath ; and the evil angel must

say Amen, in spite of himself. But if this be not the case, then
the evil angel says, God grant that it may be so on the next

Sabbath, and then the good spirit must say Amen, in spite of

himself." (Orach Chaiiin, 262.) Let not the Israelite think
that we object to the decent and reverential preparation of the

house for the Sabbath, that is all right and proper ; but to

exalt this into a command, and represent obedience to it as a
meritorious act, is to turn the mind to trivial outward perfor-
mances, and to teach men to rest on them as on the great duties

of religion. And here the mere putting of the house into order

is represented as so grave a matter, that two angels are sent

home with every Israelite on the Sabbath eve, to take cog-
nizance of the matter. The story of the angels is evidently a

fable, and is another proof of the fictitious character of the oral

law; but it shows how the rabbies wandered from the substance
of religion to the mere shadow of external observances. The
Sabbath lamp here mentioned is another instance of the
same kind :

21 -lasi nsp ia rntro -VTTT

rrb ^in n^ irnarob 12 bint&nb ratp 122

" Let a man be carefnl to have a handsome lamp, for Itav

Huna says, He thut is accustomed to take great care in trim-

ming his Sabbuth lamp well, will have chi.dren who shall be

disciples of the wise, i.e. learned men." No one can deny
that this is a mere external act, but yet it is represented aa
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meritorious, and payment is promised : but the mode in whicu.

the performance is required is still more calculated to promote
the idea, that this external act is of great importance :

13 jrproa niTrb r^n rran insi triws
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" Men and women arc equally obligated to have a lighted

lamp in their house on the Sabbath. Yea, though a man have

nothing to eat, he must beg from door to door, and get oil, and

light the lamp, for this is an essential part of the Sabbath

delight. He is also bound to pronounce the benediction, Blessed

art thou, O Lord, King of the world ! who has sanctified us by
his commandments, and commanded us to light the Sabbath

lamp." (Hilchoth Shabbath, c. v. 1.) Of course every Jew,
who thinks that a Sabbath lamp is as necessary as food, and
that God requires it even from him that has no food, must
think that it is of great value, and that obedience to this com-
mand is a most meritorious act. And yet all must confess that

it is a mere outward performance, which may be observed by
him who has neither the fear nor the love of God. The tendency
of all these laws is the same, that is, to draw the mind away
from the solemn duties of religion, and to persuade thie

impenitent sinner that these observances will atone for his

transgressions. When conscience reminds him of sins, not those

which he has committed long since, of which he has repented,
and which he has forsaken, but of those which he has been

committing the past week, and intends to commit again, as soon

as the Sabbath is over, it is silenced by an enumeration of the

various acts of obedience, which are to be set down at the other

side of the account. He remembers that he has never left a

pot of victuals on a forbidden fire, nor carried his purse on the

Sabbath-day a distance of more than four ells, nor asked a
Gentile to do work for him. That, on the contrary, he has

always prepared his table, and lighted his Sabbath lamp, and

pronounced the benediction ; or, in other words, that he has

kept the Sabbath according to its constitution, and that,

therefore, though he had been guilty of idolatry, he shall

obtain forgiveness. Thus these rabbinic precepts have a
direct tendency to mislead the multitude, to harden them in sin,

and thus to make and keep them unfit for that great Sabbath,
which yet remains for the people of God.
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THAT religion, which is true, and has God for its author, is,

like the light of the sun, the common property of all who will

only open their eyes, and gaze upon the gift of God. It is not

a religion for the rich or the studious only, but is equally open
to the understanding and the hearts of the poor and unlearned.

And therefore the Bible describes the heavenly wisdom thus
" She standeth in the top of high places, by the way in the places
of the paths ;

she crieth at the gates at the entry of the
city,

at

the coming in at the doors : Unto you, O men, I call , and my
voice is to the sons of man. O ye simple, understand wisdom ;

and, ye fools, be of an understanding heart." (Prov. viii. 2 5.)
And so God invites men of every class by the mouth of the

prophet
" Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters,

and he that hath no money ; come ye, buy and eat ; yea, come,

buy wine and milk without money and without price." (Isa.
Iv. 1.) Every religion of man's making, presents, on the

contrary, peculiar advantages to the rich and the learned. It

offers salvation either as the purchase of almsgiving, or as

the reward of religious study, or it makes religion so difficult

and intricate as to put it out of the poor labouring man's power
to acquire any competent knowledge of its requirements. And
any system that does so must necessarily be false. Religion is

as necessary to the soul as daylight is to the corporeal eye,
and

it would be a hard case, indeed, if the poor, who want it most,
should be excluded from the possibility of acquiring its conso-

lations ; or if, in the day of judgment, the man who devotes
his life to books should have a better chance, than he who
labours hard to get an honest

living
for himself and his family ;

yet this is the case with the labouring classes of the Jews. The

religion of the oral law has so perplexed even the simplest
commandments, that an unlearned man has no chance of being
able to keep them. If nothing more were required for salva-

tion than the rabbinic sanctincation of the Sabbath-day the

majority of the Jewish people must despair of attaining it ; for

the accurate knowledge of the innumerable precepts and dis-

tinctions, which is indispensable to obedience, requires time and

study, which no labouring man can bestow. And we are con-

vinced that a considerable portion of the Jewish population of

this city live in continual profanation of the Sabbath-day, if

the rabbinic explanation* be true. Either they move some-

thing which
they ought not to move, o they carry something

which they ought not to carry ; and, J they do it wilfully,
render themselves liable to tha utmotrt severity of the law. For

D



232 SABBATIC LAWS CONTINUED.

instance, the rabbies have determined that in one place it is

lawful to move or carry certain things on the Sabbath-day,
but in another place the very same act is unlawful, and
calls down extreme punishment. They distinguish between
these places thus

n^ann niani Trrn man > naayb nwan yms
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In reference to the Sabbath, places are distinguished into

four sorts of jurisdiction. 1st, the private jurisdiction ; 2d, the

public jurisdiction; 3d, the place called Karmelith; 4th, the

place which is free.

By a private jurisdiction is meant a place surrounded by
walls, ten handbreadths high, and in which there is a space of

four handbreadths by four. But even though it should contain

many miles, if it be inclosed for habitation, and its gates be

bolted at night, it is a private jurisdiction. A lodging-place,
an inclosed space, and a court, are considered as in the same
class. And thus, also, a pit which is ten handbreadths deep,
and whose breadth is four by four, or more ; and a raised place
which is ten handbreadths high, and whose breadth is four by
four. The top of the walls, also, by which a private jurisdic-
tion is surrounded, and the openings in them, are considered as

private jurisdiction. The air of a private jurisdiction, up to

the firmament, is also considered ; and even a vessel like u

chest, if it be ten handbreadths high, and in breadth four by
four. A hollow vessel, or a tower, is also considered as a

private jurisdiction.
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The term public jurisdiction includes roads and streets, if

their breadth be sixteen ells by sixteen, and they be open from

gate to gate, and six hundred thousand persons pass thereon.

And everything in a public jurisdiction, which is not three

handbrcadths high, is reckoned as the ground, and is public

jurisdiction : even thorns and filth upon which the public does

not tread.

But if it be from three to nine handbreadths high, but not

nine entirely, and its breadth be four by four, it is called a

Kannelith.
" If it be less, it is called &free place." (Orach Chaiim, 344.)
Now it may well be doubted, concerning many Jews in this

city, whether they are acquainted with even this portion of the

Sabbath laws, but it is quite certain that they are ignorant of

the innumerable modes of possible transgression which arise

from these distinctions ; for the oral law then goes on to define

what is lawful concerning each. In a public jurisdiction he

may move anything four ells :

bwa? o'a-in mom mas T ib BP m bs
: Dm btobrab

"
Every man has got four ells within which he may move

things." Or, as Rambam expresses it

btabtab -inio -IIBQ caipiai TITH man
Spbtsa pVo noa 7rrrZ7 nns bs -pw rrn

T*H rvbn-om n^mn man bns > nbim
7712

" In a private jurisdiction, and in a free place it is lawful to

move things the whole length of the place, even though the

length of each should be many miles. But in a public juris-
diction or a Kannelith things may not be moved more than
four ells." (Hilchoth Shabbath, c. xxiv. 11.) Now, it may
well be asked, upon what passage of the law of Moses these
distinctions are grounded, and what there is in a public

jurisdiction which converts an act lawful in a private

jurisdiction, into a sin to be expiated only by stoning the
offender ? For instance, in a private jurisdiction a man may
carry certain matters for miles without violating the Sabbath

commands, but if he venture out into a public jurisdiction with
a pocket-handkerchief, or a snuff-box, or a half-crown in his

pocket, and carry it only five ells, he is guilty of death ; and if

the Talmudists held the reigns of power, would be led out as

soon as the Sabbath was over, and stoned. Reason revolts

against such doctrine, the act is the very same in both cases,
and is therefore in both cases a sin, or in both cases lawful.
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Humanity shudders at the thought of stoning a man for

carrying
a pocket-handkerchief, and the Bible teaches us that

a religion, teaching such inexorable and wanton cruelty,
cannot be from God. It is true that at present the power ot

Christianity protects Israelites from such harsh treatment ; but
wherever the Talmud has any degree of influence, Israel

groans under its bondage. Many a time have we seen Jews
with their pocket-handkerchief tied round their knee like a

garter, for this is lawful, though to carry it in his pocket would
be a grave and capital offence. And we once knew an Israelite

who was taking a walk on the Sabbath-day, and being
addressed by a Gentile beggar, put his hand into his pocket
and gave the poor man a small coin. He was observed by some
Talmudists, who immediately attacked him for his profanation
of the Sabbath. Afraid of losing his character, and being at

that time more anxious for the praise of man than that which
cometh of God, he defended himself by saying, that he had

unintentionally taken out the money in his pocket, but had
remembered it when addressed by the beggar, and therefore

took the opportunity of getting nd of that which it was not
lawful to carry. The lalmudists were satisfied, and their

wrath changed into profound admiration for his piety. These
cases exemplify the practical working of the rabbinic system.
It burdens the consciences of the sincere, and makes the

unscrupulous hypocrites. It may be replied that such things
could not happen in England, and that here the Jews are too

enlightened to observe such distinctions. But every one who
makes this reply condemns modern Judaism as a religion unfit

for the observation of the enlightened, and if he be a conscien-

tious man, should protest against doctrines which he believes

to be false, and laws which he abhors as cruel. These Sabbatic

laws are a part, an essential part, of modern Judaism. There
is not any part of the oral law upon which Talmudists lay
more stress. The man, therefore, who does not observe them
has changed his religion. He has got a new faith, as really,
as if he had been baptized and professed Christianity. Every
Israelite who carries a pocket-handkerchief in his pocket

through the streets of London on the Sabbath-day, has

apostatized from that Jewish religion, which has been profes-
sed for near two thousand years, and practically declares that

the religion of the synagogue is false. How then can he,

without hypocrisy, profess to believe in the religion of the

Jews? or how can he, as an honest man, uphold a system
which he regards as false, and which would have him executed

as a criminal if it had the power ? If such
persons,

who live

in the habitual transgression of all the Sabbatic laws, have any
regard for truth and for Divine revelation, they should openly
declare their sentiments, announce to the world that they have
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forsaken the religion of their fathers, and assert that religion
which they regard as true. The blindest and most bigoted
Talmudist is a far more respectable man, and more acceptable
in the sight of God, than he who pretends to profess a religion
in which he does not believe, and whoso precepts he regards as

fanatical and superstitious.
Hut to return. From the above laws it appears that it is a

sin to carry anything in a public jurisdiction a distance of more
than four ells. But suppose, then, that there was something
which the Talmudists might find it convenient or desirable to

move to a greater distance, is there no provision to effect its

conveyancer Yes. These scrupulous persons, who would
stone a man to death for carrying anything five ells, have an

expedient for conveying it a hundred miles if necessary :

D'ain niana v^nrr -npsb msb -irna

ranb ram vnis T -pra ibssa? ranb
n3 -[bin v^nno? srys pV p iV
j-*bs ubfcbi^ sb THS hoc? ewin mora

: vrnas H "pro
" Therefore it is lawful for a man to move a matter from the

public jurisdiction, and to give it to his neighbour, who is

within a distance of four ells ; and his neighbour to his neigh-
bour again, and so on, even for a hundred miles. For although
the thing itself go many miles, each person has only moved it

his four ells." (Orach Chaiim, 348.) We have often heard of

the wonderful effects of division of labour, but never knew
before that it could convert a capital offence into an innocent

employment. Surely it is not necessary to prove that if it be
unlawful for one person to do a particular act, it is equally
unlawful for a hundred persons to combine for its performance.
This law really has more the appearance of a caricature devised

by some enemy of the oral law, than the grave decision of

religious men in a matter of life and death. But if we
examine a little further, we shall find that it is unlawful to

move this same thing, whatever it be, from one jurisdiction to

another, though that other be close at hand :

s"2inb -nos 73 rvb-i2n bin bfcbtsb -noso? Dim
D"32nb is o^-in monb IN Tirn man1

?

Q'airr mtma IK TITH mans rr
D"33n is

/
" As it is unlawful to move anything in the place called

Kannelith, so it is unlawful to carry anything out of it into a

public or private jurisdiction, or, vice versa, to introduce any-

thing from either of these into the Kannelith. But if any on



236 SABBATIC LAWS CONTINUED

does either he is not guilty," that is, he is only to get a flogging,
but not to be stoned. An unlearned man who had

already
seen

something conveyed by the above expedient, might easily be
led to commit an offence of this kind. His untutored mind

might not perceive why the one should be sinful, if the other

was lawful ; but such an assertion of common sense would draw
down certain chastisement. At all events, he might be tempted
to put his head from one jurisdiction into another, especially if

he was standing in the street, and was offered a drink by a
friend in a house, he might put his head into the window and
take what was offered, but would soon find, to his cost, that he
had broken one of the Sabbatic laws :

rnanb itpsi ws^i Trrrr mans DIM nay b
IEPK-I D^D"1 p CM sbs SD^S IN no? nnam rrmn
ibsb -p-is Kintp 7V3T nnitp Kintp nipnb

nvwVi n'o-in mam is Trrn mam
" A man may not stand in a private jurisdiction, and put

forth his head into a public jurisdiction, and then drink, or vice

versa. But if he does so, let him introduce his head and most
of his body into the place in which he drinks, for as he wants
the water, we fear lest he should take it to himself (into the

place where he is standing). But it is lawful to stand in a

private or public jurisdiction and drink in that which is called

Karmelith." (Orach Chaiim, 349.) It is evident that no
unlearned man can stand a fair chance with laws like these.

He could not hope even to escape corporal punishment. But if

the accurate observance of such laws was the condition of

salvation, he would have reason to despair. The most honest
desire to yield obedience and the utmost exertion of his

understanding will not help him, nor compensate for his

ignorance. If, for instance, he should conclude, because it is

unlawful for himself to have his head in one jurisdiction and
his body in another whilst he is drinking, that it would be

equally unlawful for cattle in the same predicament to get food,
he would be mistaken :

^oaiM BOM PH&M-II Y"ina nan nrpna? nans
: nnis

" A beast that has got most of its body outside, and its head

inside, may be fed." And if he should take this as the general
rule of his conduct, he would be mistaken again, for long-necked
animals form an exception :

Vwin nwsa 12111 town sn^B? -TO beam
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" But in the case of the camel, he must have his head and
most of his body inside, because his neck is long." (Hilchoth
Shabbath, c. xxv. 1.) And BO with endless cases which arise

from, this one distinction of places into four classes. Judaism
is in all its parts a religion for the studious, and for them only.
For an unlearned man to keep the Sabbath, as the oral law

requirers, is absolutely impossible. And after all, what good
does it bestow upon those who npend their life in the study ?

Does it improve the heart, or open more abundant views of the

Divine mercy, or fill the soul with love to man ? That it

sharpens the wit and subtlety, we do not doubt, but that is but
small profit to man in general. The criminal law of any
country will do the same, and in truth the oral law is very
little more than the rabbinical criminal code. Its great subject
is guilty and not guilty. And even in this it does not address

itself to the conscience, and lead a man to consider the workings
of the heart and the wanderings of the thought, and shew him
sin at its fountain-head. It is a mere dry detail of external

observances, as may be seen from the numerous specimens
adduced in these papers, and as might be shown more fully by
translating the whole. If real devout feeling and improvement
of the heart in the fear of God and the love of man be true

religion, we might expect it, if anywhere, in the Sabbath laws.

The Sabbath is that holy day which God has set apart to raise

men's thoughts from earth to heaven. It is that period of

sacred relaxation on which even the poor and the unlearned

may lay aside their worldly cares and occupations, and meditate

upon the love and will of God, and that eternity to which he is

hastening. In the laws, then, respecting the observance of this

day, we might naturally expect the spirit of devotion to be
manifested ; but in the oral law we look in vain for anything
of the kind. Its directions about the Sabbath are one continued

dry detail of external observances, which to a conscientious

man acquainted with them, must constitute a load upon his

conscience, sufficient to make the Sabbath the most unhappy
day of all the seven. But as to the poor and labouring classes,

who have no time for study, it is impossible that they should

know, and much more that they should keep, all that is

necessary for the right observation of the rabbinic Sabbath.

If, therefore, the oral law were true, the poor must lose a large

portion of the blessings, and even be in danger of perdition.

Nay, if it be true, then we must believe that God has given a

religion impossible to be observed by the poor, and offering great

advantages to the rich and learned, that is that He is a respecter
of persons, though Moses and the prophets teach the contrary.
But we would ask our readers, what use is it to them to profess
a religion of which they can never attain a competent know-

ledge ? We venture to affirm that the majority of Israelites do
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not know enough of the oral law to help them to keep the

Sabbath, much less to observe the six hundred and thirteen

tommandments ; can it be said, then, that they possess a

eligion with which they are not even acquainted ? If the

knowledge and practice of the oral law be necessary to

constitute a true Jew, ninety-nine out of every hundred must

give up their claims to the Jewish name. But then Avhat is to

become of the Jewesses, who are not even obligated to learn ?

Every rabbi will be willing to confess that the women at least

are ignorant of the oral law. Can they then have a portion in

the world to come ? If the knowledge and practice of the oral

law be necessary to salvation, they cannot. But if they can be

saved without it, then it follows that God has given a law, the

knowledge of which is not necessary to salvation. Let every
Jew ask himself this question, Am I acquainted with all the

precepts of the oral law ? If not, can I be saved without this

knowledge ? If I cannot, then the Jewish religion is one
which makes it impossible for the poor to be saved. If I can,
then the Jewish religion is of no real use, for I can be saved

even without knowing it. Such a religion cannot be from God.
His religion is necessary to be known by every man, woman,
and child in the world, and the knowledge of it is just as easy
to be acquired by the poor and unlearned as by the rich and
studious. Let then the poor and the unlearned consider the

folly of professing a religion, with which they can never hope
to become acquainted, and let them return to the religion of

Moses and the prophets, which, by the help of the God of

Israel, every one can understand, at least so far as is necessary
to salvation. The Bible, like everything that has God for its

author, has beauties discoverable by the eye of the poor, at the

same time that it has perfections to exercise the observation

and skill of the most learned. And this holy book is the

heritage of Israel, which the oral law can never be. The oral

law may be the heritage and religion of the rabbies who know
it, but it has no more to do with the religion of those who know
it not, than the laws of the Chinese, fhe great majority of

the Jewish people might just as well call themselves followers

of Confucius. No man can be said to believe in doctrines

which he does not know, and can never hope to know : and
this is the case with nine-tenths of the oral law.
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No. XXXI.

RABBINIC EXCOMMUNICATION.

IT is a fact, that the religion of the oral law has hitherto done
but little to promote the temporal welfare of the Jewish people,
and it is equally certain that, if supreme, it would

destroy
the

happiness both of Jews and Gentiles. Its endless definitions

would necessarily produce transgression. Ito severity and
readiness in excommunication would be the source of constant

trouble to individuals and families, and the sanguinary spirit of

its criminal code would make the Jews a nation of mourners.

Indeed, we seriously doubt, whether any, but a few fanatics,

wish to see the oral law vested with supreme power, and ruling
over the lives and properties of the Jewish nation. Every
reflecting Israelite must know that the Sanhedrin, wielding the

absolute power ascribed to it in the rabbinic traditions, would
be the most oppressive tribunal that ever lorded it over the

consciences of men. But we must remember that it would not
be with the Sanhedrin and other tribunals alone, that the

Israelites would have to do. Every rabbi, and every disciple
of a wise man, would have the right of excommunicating any
one who offended them. After determining that the tribunals

can and ought in certain cases to excommunicate, the oral

law adds

vraab mao tass nann pi
ib I^-PHO TW i ns-inn sbn 0*79 sb -pis pi in

rtvnv 7*s:i csnn rra CST > DDnn n
vnab sbi ib binab asnn nsn csi . ib

: vra mann
" And in like manner the wise man himself may, on account

of his honour, excommunicate an unlearned man who has
treated him with contumely, and there is no need of witnesses
nor admonition. And the excommunicate person is not to be
absolved until he appease the wise man. But if the wise man
die, three persons come and absolve him. If, however, the
wise man wish to pardon, and not excommunicate him, the

power is in his own hand." (Hilchoth Talmud Torah, c. vi. 12.)
From this law we see that the restoration of rabbinic power
would be the most oppressive system of government ever
devised. Every learned man would be a petty tyrant, consti-

tuting both juuge and jury in his own person, and able, at his

own caprice, to inflict a severe punishment. The most absolute

aristocracy of the feudal times never dared to assume or exercise

a power so monstrous and so oppressive. No priesthood, eveu
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in the darkest times, ever claimed such personal authority as is

here given to every individual rabbi. It is true that he may,
if he please, forgive the unfortunate offender, but it is much to

be feared that such absolute power would in most cases be too

strong a temptation to the frail sons of men. And at all

events the principle is utterly inconsistent with wise legislation,
and most dangerous to the liberty of the poor and unlearned

;

for the reader will observe that it is only an unlearned man, an
"
am-haaretz," who may be dealt with in this summary manner.

And this is another proof that the religion of the oral law is a

religion devised for the advantage of the rich and learned, but

regardless of the spiritual and temporal welfare of the lower

classes. For the learned and the great the law is very
different :

Ta aw is s"27a pi naana ]pT cr>n

new p ns sbs cbisb womaa iniw

sttn isa? wtarroa baw Y-rarn Baa p
-pi? wna c: b^si evn nba?ai lESua? nrasa inis

iaan ib anoiwi > nVba irroa ba^aa? BTW nb^b
Tab TDW ^iTa a^nnaa? rrn ba pi -frpaa aan

: mnna innabi

"A wise man, old in wisdom, or a prince, or a president
of a tribunal, who has sinned, is never to be excommunicated

publicly, unless he have done as Jeroboam, the son of Nebat,
and his companions. But when he commits other sins, he is

to be flogged in private. For it is said,
' Therefore shalt thou

fall in the day, and the prophet also shall fall with thee in

the night,' (lios. iv. 5,) i.e., although he fall, cover him as

it were with the night. And they say to him,
' Honour thy-

self, and abide in thy house.' (2 Kings xiv. 10.) In like

manner, when a disciple of a wise man makes himself guilty of

excommunication, it is unlawful for the tribunal to be too quick,
and to excommunicate him hastily." (Ibid. c. vii. 1.) The
rabbies have endeavoured to justify this different legislation for

the learned and unlearned by a verse of the Bible, but their

interpretation of that verse is quite erroneous. When God

says,
" Therefore shalt thou fall in the day, and the prophet

shall also fall with thee in the night," he is not speaking of the

learned and unlearned, nor of the different way in which their

sins were to be punished, but of the destruction which was

coming upon Israel, as may be seen in Kirnchi's Commentary.
He interprets the verse thus

si-is run 7ctn b~> cvn i bism ba?an
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sinn Bvn > sinn ova in "ES mm pi
a btzm > 7BN nv na^s > cnb D"Ei-rni <i

ir>'>

IBS bttfir -jnis rronan ipu? wm nVb ins
: 7H3V trnn 731 nat&ra nb"b2 btco3 msn
"
Therefore shalt thou stumble in the day." This refers to

Israel, and means on account of thy deeds thou shalt stumble
and fall. This day ; that is, in this time ; thy fall shall soon

come. And so we read,
" Then my auger shall be kindled

against them in that day." (Deut. xxxi.
17.)

And again,
" In

that day there shall be a root of Jesse," (Isaiah xi. 10,) where

day means time and peiiod. And the prophet also shall fall
vnlh thee in the night, that is, the false prophet who dccciveth

thee shall stumble with thee, as men stumble in the night
in darkness

; and so the Targum of Jonathan has it. (Kimchi,
Comment, in Hos. iv. 2.) Kimchi and Jonathan, then, both

testify that the oral law gives a false interpretation of this

verse. This is in itself rather awkward for a law that pro-
fesses to have been given by God, but still more so when
it is made the basis of most unjust and partial legislation,
to save the learned from the punishment which an unlearned
man would have in similar circumstances to suffer. No one
can deny that the learned and unlearned are here placed on

very unequal terms. If an unlearned man provoke a rabbi, he

may be excommunicated by that individual without either

judge or jury, or even the form of a trial. But if a learned

man makes himself liable to the same punishment, even a
court of justice has not the power to pronounce the sentence.

Who can doubt that the rabbies made these laws for their

own convenience ? Can any one believe that God has given
this law, which makes the learned a privileged class of

persons, who, though guilty of the same offence as the working
classes, is to be spared, whilst they are to be punished ? God i*

no respecter of persons, and therefore no such law can be from
him.
The extreme injustice of this mode of legislation will appear

still more from considering the nature of the punishment :

iiar 7*am3ttn larsn n-man nnrc? 2n:an ma
7"Hi i vvra ias b^ buss Dasbi -cob -nos n-naa
-Q*T hob mttfm ims ^bbiD Kbi vbs i^Tn
bss i mas rmsa IES 7*3Bn

< sbi mtps T~!*~'E'

i -cian "1212721 i ib rman c^nsb jsin naic?

y ps Trpaei rnbiD 7"T rrn vnaa n~
-nr^n p bi:rra sina? ^sb ims 7-^21-1 ]n27
ns 7"iba ]\si ims 7-

M
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CY rrtrttf yi-paa an^a? rs . . . inepov c^i&'w aa?
1
* rr^aa? irns 7*130 vrnnb

: irn vzynno wnr6 tops sbi
" How is an excommunicate person to conduct himself, and

how are others to conduct themselves towards him ? It is

unlawful for an excommunicate person, as for a mourner, to

trim his beard or hair, or to wash all the days of his ex-
communication ; neither is he to he associated in pronouncing
the benedictions

;
neither is he to be reckoned as one of ten,

wherever ten persons are required ; neither may any one sit

within four ells of him. He may however teach others and be

taught. He may hire and be hired. But if he die in his

excommunication, the tribunal send and lay a stone upon his

coffin to signify that they stone him because he is separated
from the congregation. And it is unnecessary to say that he
is not to be mourned for, and that his funeral is not to he
attended..... Whosoever remains thirty days in his ex-

communication without seeking to be absolved, is to be excom-
municated a second time. If he abide thirty days more with-
out seeking absolution, he is then to be anathematized." (Hil-
choth Talmud Torah, ibid.) This, then, is the punishment which
a learned man has it in his power to inflict at will. He may
deprive him of the comforts of cleanliness and perhaps injure
his health. He may hold him up to the public scorn by
separating him by four ells from all decent people. He may
heap obloquy upon his death and deprive him of a respectful
burial, or if the man survive under the public contempt, and
refuse to give the rabbi satisfaction, he will be anathematized,
and his prospects for this world, at least, irretrievably ruined.

The law respecting the anathematized person is this :

jnat&a yw irma irsi Yiiobn rise

IBS vpDsno 7
>si i iay pmai 7'Sttna 7^1

: inoans na pop fcsa

" He is not to teach others nor to be taught, but may learn

by himself that he may not forget the learning. He is not to

be hired, nor to hire. Men may have no dealings with him,
nor any business except a little that he may get a livelihood."

Now then suppose that an unlearned man does or says some-

thing,
which a rabbi interprets as contempt, he is first excom-

municated. If, in the consciousness of innocence, he refuses to

ask for the rabbi's forgiveness, he is at last anathematized, and
all his business stopped, and all this is done to him because he is

an unlearned man. He is himself to be dishonoured, his business

ruined, and he himself to die of a broken heart, not because be
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has committed some
grievous crime, but because he has been

wanting in respect either to the rabbi's person or his words.
The most absolute autocrat never made a law more despotic.
But some one will say, that the rabbi has the power of

forgiving if he please, and that the oral law recommends him
to do so. It is true that if the affront be given in private, he
has this power, and is told to forgive, but not so if it be offered

in public, he has then no choice. He is bound to excommunicate
the offender. That we may not appear to act unfairly, we will

give the whole passage :

vnaab rrnsb eanb man HPH? ^ bs r\x

nr -ma 11022? ^nanb nan TDbnb nats

]nb iab rrap sbi Y~>WT 02 -mo vats
bab n: inaana naba? -insi

e'Ton -pi rrn:pi /-fab inn bs TOT
sb Ti3? sbi 7^B7n psi cns-in

D"nantZ7B vn n^bna traam i ib c-nbioi
b nbrsDE' nnniwi D'-sa

btp EDIT ^'n ITT ]Tn:>b imannn
D^TJOH onm nea / na ib^b ^S-IK? o

is inTarz? crn TDbn bas inoa imsin is

bnn csi maa bv binab ib -IIDN won-ioa ms
-lain iraiai apia wb rnin btp ^vta HTK;

: nVna i2an wpa^o? ny
"
Although a wise man has the power to excommunicate on

account of his honour, yet it is not to be praised in the disciple
of a wise man who does so. On the contrary he ought to shut

his ears against the words of an unlearned man (am-haaretz),
and not to attend to them, according as Solomon has said in

his wisdom,
' Take no heed to all the things that are spoken.'

(Eccles. vii. 21.) And such was the custom of the saints of old,

who heard their reviling, but did not answer ; and not only so,

but they pardoned the reviler, and forgave him. The greatest
of the wise men used to glory in their good deeds, and say,
that they had never excommunicated nor anathematized any
man on account of their honour, and this is the way in which
the disciples of the wise men ought to walk. In what case is

this to be applied ? When they have been despised or reviled

in secret. But if the disciple of a wise man be despised or

reviled by any man publicly, it is unlawful Jor him to Jorgit*

any affront to his honour, and if he forgive he is to be punished,

for this is a contempt of the law. He is on the contrary, to

avenge and keep the thing in mind, like a serpent, until the

offender entreat to be forgiven" (Ibid. c. vii. 13.) The great
M 2
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object of these laws is plainly to uphold the power and dignity
of the rabbies, and to make it impossible for the people to shake
off their yoke. The care which is taken to punish every offence

against the wise men betrays a lurking consciousness of error,
and a fear lest the common people should compare their

precepts with Scripture, assert the plain unsophisticated truth,
and thus shake off the galling chains of rabbinism. To

prevent this, the very first semblance of disobedience is to be

punished with excommunication. But for the poor and un-

learned, if insulted by a learned man, there is no satisfaction.

He cannot thunder out an excommunication or an anathema in

return. For him the oral law makes no provision, except for

his punishment. If Judaism, therefore, should ever attain the

supreme power, the working and unlearned classes will be

placed in the power and at the mercy of the learned, and every
disciple of a wise man will wield the absolute power of an
autocrat.

But some one may say, that if the disciple of a wise man
should excommunicate any one hastily that the people would
not regard his excommunication. But if they did not, they
would do it at their peril, for the oral law expressly declares

that they are bound to observe the excommunication not only
of a rabbi, but of one of his disciples :

a airub ya^n v-rnbn bs Trosb nT3 mn
VH'IOXB Tnab riTao? *rabn bns rmans "ma
ainab prt^n nsn bs bns "na is nmb a^n mn

" When a rabbi excommunicates on account of his honour,
all his disciples are bound to treat the excommunicate person
as such. But when a disciple excommunicates on account of

his own honour, the rabbi is not bound to treat that person
as excommunicate, but all the people are bound." (Ibid.
c. vi. 13.) Nothing can more clearly prove the injustice of

such excommunication. If the rabbi be not bound to regard
the disciples excommunication, why should all the people be
bound H If the offence committed against the disciple be a
sin before God, and such it ought to be to require such severe

punishment, the excommunication ought to be as binding
upon the rabbi as upon the people. But if it be not binding
upon the rabbi, then the offence for which it was inflicted

cannot be a sin in the sight of God, it is therefore an arbitrary
and unjust punishment, and it is both wicked and cruel to

require the people to obey it. But the principle itself is

monstrous, that the disciple of a rabbi should be constituted

both judge and jury in his own case, and have the power
of lording it over those, whose circumstances do not permit
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them to devote their time to study, and who, therefore:,

cannot be enrolled in the privileged class. Just suppost;
that the clergy of this land, or the professors and students
at our Universities, were to claim such power, and to ex-

communicate and anathemati2e all who treated them with

disrespect, and that without any trial or conviction before

a legal tribunal, and that the unfortunate victims were to

be separated from society, ruined, and then their dead bodies

treated with dishonour, would not this be regarded as a
monstrous and insupportable tyranny ? Yet this is what
the oral law claims for the rabbies and their disciples, and
what they would possess and exercise if Judaism ever at-

tains to supreme power. Would the Jews wish such a

power established ? Do they desire to live under sucli a

government? If they do not, if they prefer the personal

liberty and the even-handed justice secured to them by
Christian laws, then they confess that the Christian prin-

ciples are better than those of their own religion, and they
must be charged with inconsistency in professing and as-

serting the truth of a religion, which they hope may never

triumph. Every man who believes his religious principles
to be Divine, must wish that they should triumph, and that

they should have free scope for their development. Any man
who dreads the triumph of his religion must have secret

misgivings that it is false. We therefore ask every Jew
whether he desires that the oral law should attain that
absolute power which it claims, and that every rabbi and
his disciples should have the power of excommunicating
and anathematizing all who affront them ? One of the most

perfect tests of a religion, is to consider what would be its

effects if supreme. At present there are various systems of

religion in the world, some of which, as directly contra-

dicting others, must be decidedly false. The hope "of all re-

flecting men is, that the truth will ultimately triumph, that
God himself will at last interpose, and establish the dominion
of truth and eradicate all error. Each hopes that his own
system will then prevail, hut let him follow out that system,
and see how it will work, when all resistance shall be vain.

Let the Jews calmly consider the state of things, when the
rabbies and their disciples shall be masters of the world, as

they must one day be, if Judaism be true. The unlearned will

then be completely at their mercy, their servants and their

bondmen. Will this be a happy condition, or is this state
of things desirable ? In the first place, there will be no

personal liberty. Any man who may chance to differ from
a rabbi, and treat him with disrespect will immediately be
excommunicated. In the second place, there will be no

liberty of conscience or of thought. Every man must then

A 2
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let the rabbles think for him, and he must be content to

receive their decisions without any appeal. The body will

scarcely have the appearance of being tree, and the intellect

will be bound in fetters of adamant. It will no doubt be a

glorious period for the wise men and their disciples, but they
will always form a small minority, compared with the bulk
of mankind. The majority of Israel, not now to speak of

the Gentiles, will then be degraded into poor, crouching,
submissive servants of the learned, afraid to use their reason,
and always having the fear and dread of excommunication
before their eyes. Do they then honestly wish for such a
state of things, to be tied hand and foot, and given into the

hands of their learned men ? If they do not, if they see the

horror and the injustice and degradation of such a state of

things, why do they profess a religion which will
inevitably

lead to it, if it be true ? If such laws be unjust, and such
a consummation dreadful, instead of desirable, the religion of

the oral law must necessarily be false
;
and it is the duty of

every Israelite to consider what he is doing in upholding it.

The present state of things will not continue always. The
Jewish nation cannot always wish to be wanderers in

foreign lands. They look forward to a restoration to the

land of their fathers, and they wish in that land to be happy
and prosperous. But happiness and prosperity will be un-

known words, if they are then to be governed according to

the principles of the oral law. That law gives the learned

a monopoly of power and happiness, but leaves the mass of

the nation in bondage. Do they then, in contemplating the

re-establishment of the kingdom of Israel, expect another
than the oral law, and other principles of religion and

justice ? If they do, they confess that the oral law is false,

and if it would be false and hurtful, and destructive of all

happiness, if supreme, it is equally false and hurtful now.
The Israelite, therefore, who upholds it, is upholding a false

system.
He may do it in ignorance, and we believe that

this is the case with the majority ;
but it is most unbe-

coming in any reasonable man to profess a religion of which
he is ignorant. He may answer, I have no time to acquire
an accurate knowledge of my religion. The books in which
it is contained are too voluminous to admit of my acquiring
an acquaintance with them. I must work for my bread.

We grant that this is the fact, but then this brings us back
to our original position, that Judaism is only a religion for

those who have leisure, that is, for the rich and the learned,
and we conclude, on that very account, that it cannot be
from God, who looks neither at riches nor learning, but

considereth the welfare, and above all, the religious welfare

of the poorest of his creatures. The especial character of
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the Messiah is, that he will care for the poor.
" He shall

judge the poor of the people, he shall save the children ot

the needy." (Psalm Ixxii. 4.) He, therefore, cannot have
the

religion
of the oral law. He will not be a rabbi, nor a

rabbi's disciple.

No. XXXII.

KEW YEAR'S DAY.

THE season of the Jewish year, which we are now ap-

proaching, naturally leads us to the consideration of some

subjects more important than those which we have lately

discussed, the oral law teaches that the festival of the new

year is nothing less than a day of judgment, on which God

pronounces sentence respecting the state of every individual :

wva nrrcn vrnaviri ms nvat
ins bs maiw pbpnz; nattn na^ b^a *p

nnro run wsaaa? ai o^nb cnna pnx
CN D^-ncan nv 137 im ^bin c^ia^m \

: nn'-ab nnna iwb csi D^nb onna raitm
" As the merits and the sins of a man are weighed at the

hour of his death, so likewise every year, on the festival of

New Year's Day, the sins of every one that conieth into the

world are weighed against his merits. Every one who is

found righteous is sealed to life. Every one who is found
wicked is sealed to death. But the judgment of the inter-

mediate class is suspended until the l)ay of Atonement. If

they repent, they are sealed to life, but if not, they are sealed

to death." (Hilchoth T'shuvah, c. iii. 3.) Thi's naturally
leads us to consider the rabbinic doctrine of justification, and
to inquire how far it agrees with Moses and the prophets.
And here our first business must be to state the doctrine as

it is found in the oral law.

This law teaches, first, that he whose merits are more than
his sins is accounted a righteous man :

va r rnawi nvst ib w cis 'aaa insi ins bs
'm < p^-re vmaiTO by nrvr vnvore?
nsnab nsna i sun VHVDT by rmrv
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"
Every one of the children of man has merits and sins.

If his merits exceed his sins, he is righteous. If his sins

exceed his merits, he is wicked. If they be half and halt',

he is a middling or intermediate person." (Ibid. 1.)

It teaches, secondly, that in estimating the comparative
state, respect is had not only to the number but to the quality
of the actions :

niaiwm nvsm TSE **b irs rn biptzn
-lasso; mrms rraa TOS STTO rror u?> aVb "cb

HDD "1233 Kinttf JYOJ BPI 2113 im 12 S23 13T
: rmn raia Taw ins stairn -iS2ip r nvst

" And this weighing is made, not with respect to the

number of the merits and the sins, but according to their

greatness. There is a merit which may outweigh many
sins, as it is said,

' Because in him there is found some good
thing.' (1 Kings xiv. 13.) And there are sins which may
outweigh many merits, for it is said,

' One sinner destroyetu
much good.'

"
(Ecclesiast. ix. 18.)

It teaches, thirdly, that it is possible by transgression or

obedience to turn, the scale :

ho nsi 1B22 ns jynan "nn "rns Httn stsn

nnnren ib onm nmn r\zh

nsi losr n rnsn "nn nns msa
nbrm nrwn cnbi ib mn ni2t F)3b

bD ns 37
N-isn pi!iir nt

ba iana n: ^33? ^:2

in 11 cmssn DT in
" If a man sin one sin, he gives the preponderance for him-

self and for all the world to the scale of guilt, and causes

destruction. But if he perform one .commandment, he gives
the preponderance both lor himself and all the world to the
scale of merit, and causes salvation and deliverance to himself
and them, as it is said,

' The righteous is the foundation of

the world' (Prov. x. 25), which means that righteousness

gives the world a preponderance in the scale of merit and
delivers it. And ou this account all the house of Israel are

accustomed to abound in almsgiving, and in good deeds, and
to be diligent in the commandments in the interval between
New Year's Day arfB. the Day of Atonement more than in all

the year besides." (Ibid. 4.) This then is the doctrine which
we have to consider.

The first great principle is that "
Every one of the children

of men has merits and has sins." That every man has siu
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we readily admit ; but that any man, or any angel, or any of

God's creatures, has any merit in the sight of God we deny.
First, because the idea of merit is utterly inconsistent with
the idea of the relation in which the creature stands to the

Creator. Every created being is bound by the very fact of

his creation to love God with all his heart and soul, and mind
and strength, and to do all his will. Whatsoever, therefore,
he docs, he can never exceed the limit of his bounden duty,
and can therefore never lay any claim to merit. If created

beings were free from all obligation to love God or to do his

will if they were independent and masters of themselves,
then by loving God or doing his will they might have merit,
for they would be doing him a service which He has no right
to require. Just as a man that is free may hire himself to

do work for another man, which he is not bound to do, and

thereby earn wages. But not so the slave, who is his master's

property. He can only do his duty, and if he toil all the

day and be diligent and faithful in his master's service, he
still can lay no claim to wages or to merit

;
he has only done

what he is bound to do. lo lay any claim to merit, we must
stand on equal terms, and confer what the other has no right
to expect. But this no created being can ever do. He is

a debtor overwhelmed with such an amount of debt, that all

that he has or can raise only goes in part payment, and who
therefore will never be able to confer anything which is not

already due. And therefore it is said,
" Can a man be pro-

fitable unto God ?
" and again,

" Is it gain to him, that thou
makest thy ways perfect ?

"
(Job xxii. 2, 3.) The unfaHen

angels themselves have no merit before God, and much less

fallen and rebellious man.

But, secondly, the assertion that man has merits is contra-

dicted by the plain testimonies of Scripture. If man have

merits, however few, then so far as those merits are concerned,
his nature must be good and holy, but God declares the

contrary: "Behold, he putteth no trust in his saints; yea the

heavens are not clean in his sight : how much more abominable
and filthy is man, which drinketh iniquity like water." (Job
xv. 15, 16.) Such language cannot be applied to any creature

capable of meriting anything in the sight of God. Again, it'

man have merits, his merits must proceed from the good things
which he has done. He that docs nothing good cannot be

meritorious, but yet God says,
" There is none that docth good,

no, not one. They are all gone aside, they are all together
become filthy; there is none that doeth good, no, not one."

(Ps. xiv. 1 3.) If this be time, then no man has merits. If

man have merits, they must proceed from an inherent good

principle
in his nature, but God says even of Israel that there

is no such principle of good : on the contrary, he declares that

M 3
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" the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. From the

sole of the foot, even unto the head, there is no soundness in

it : but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores." (Isaiah i.

5, 6.) Here God describes Israel, and the description is

generally true of mankind, as totally corrupt. There is no
soundness in it. The intellect is corrupt, for " the whole head
is sick." The affections are corrupt, for " the whole heart is

faint." How, then, can he that has a perverted intellect and a

corrupt heart have merits? Again, if man have merits, his

good deeds, whatever they be, must be such as to deserve the

approbation of God ; but the confession of the prophet is

s n"iy ~r:n:n 12

" But we arc all as an unclean thing, ad all our righteous-
ness as filthy rags." (Isa. Ixiv. 6.) Either, then, the oral law
or the Bible says what is false. The Bible says that the very
best of man's deeds,

"
all his righteousnesses," are no better in

the sight of God than filthy rags : if this be true, then man has
no merit whatsoever.

But again, the assertion that every man has merits and sins,

is based upon a false principle. It takes for granted that God
judges men by their individual acts, and not by the state of

their hearts
; that is, that he j udges as we do. When we

consider a man's conduct, we can only look at his acts, and to

us some of them appear good and others bad. In our sight,

therefore, he may have some merits and some demerits. But
God looks at the heart, and sees whether a man loves him or not,
and by the whole habit of his mind and affections judges the

man's state and all his actions. We short-sighted creatures

judge a man's heart by his actions ; but God judges his actions

by his heart, and where the heart is wrong, he is so far from

counting any actions as meritorious, that he looks upon the

whole conduct as one mass of abominable sin.

The next assertion of the oral law is, that " If a man's merits

exceed his sins, he is righteous." This pre-supposes, first, that

a man's merits may exceed his sins
;
and asserts, secondly, that

in this case he is accounted righteous. But where is the man
whose " merits exceed his sins ?

" Where is the man who
keeps any one of God's commandments perfectly ? In all our
best deeds and efforts there is sin of admixture or of imperfec-
tion. Often, when by the help of God, a good thought or an
honest intention is conceived in the heart, before it can be
realized in action, some selfish and unworthy motive associates

itself with it, and spoils the whole. And in every case the

obedience is imperfect, so that all our best acts become occa-

sions of committing sins either of infirmity or imperfection,
and thus our sins are certainly as many as our good deeds, for

each one of them has a sin as its associate. But how many ore
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our sins of thought, word, and deed, which are mere sins with-

out anv admixture of good, and which in themselves are "more
than the hairs of our head ?" And even if we should admit

that the final result depends not upon number, but upon mag-
nitude, then there is one sin that extends from the moment of

our birth to the latest hour of our existence, and that is, want
of perfect love to God. This he requires at every moment, but

yet how many hours of every day do we pursue our business

or our pleasures without a single remembrance of him ? And
how few, how hasty, and how interrupted are our grateful
recollections of the love and mercy of God ! Here then is a

sin which in magnitude far exceeds the aggregate of all our

gratitude and all our sen-ices, and which in itself would sink

the scale of guilt down to the lowest hell. But by the side of

it there is another equally immense, and that is our continued

transgression of the commandment, " Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself." The very best of all God's saints

makes, at the most, but a feeble struggle against the love of

self. He admits the extent of his duty to his neighbour, he

knows it he desires to fulfil it. He watches against himself,

and yet, with all his care, self-love creeps in again and again.
and asserts the mastery over his thoughts and actions. These

two sins would outweigh a thousand times all the six hundred
and eleven remaining commandments of which Israel boasts,

even if they kept them all without a single transgression or a

shade of imperfection. With these two sins on our con-

sciences, it is perfectly absurd to talk of our merits exceeding
our sins. There is not, and never was in the world, a mere
child of Adam, whose sius did not far exceed his good deeds.

If, therefore, it be necessary, in order to be accounted just,
that our merits should exceed our sins, we must give up all

hope of being justif * before God.
But let us suv ;sc for a moment that such a thing were

possible, that & .e was a man whose merits exceeded his sius,

would such an one be accounted just before God ? First let us

ask Moses, let us hear what he says. Does he promise tluit if

your merits exceed your sius, ye shall be considered just? and
docs he promise life, as the oral law does, to imperfect
obedience ? Hear the words of Moses himself :

n
ms nirs Tnrr baa Smtn v^" mon

ena-ism cab 21121 jvnn pnb iabn cans

" Ye shall observe to do therefore as the Lord your God hath

commanded you : ye shall not turn aside to the right hand or

to the left. Ye shall walk in ALL the ways which the Lord
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your God hath commanded you, that ye may live, and that it

may be well with you, and that ye may prolong your days in

the land which ye shall possess." (Deut. v. 32, 33.) Here
Moses requires perfect obedience as the condition of life, and

docs not allow a single deviation either to the right hand or to

the left. It is not a single declaration, nor a sentiment wrested

from its context. Moses repeats the same again and again. In

the very next verses to those just quoted, he says

rm -UPS n^BBBHam o*pnn msnn nsn
nns itrw V"1^ rrown nans i^bb arrnbs

ns "noBTb -pnbs n n tovi pob < nnonb ncu?

pi -pal nns -psD "O3S -MM i\-nxi vnipn bs
: "pB>- pans" isabi -pn ^ bs *pa

"Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and the

judgments, which the Lord your God commanded to teach you,
that ye might do them in the land whither ye go to possess it ;

that thou mightest fear the Lord they God, to keep ALL his

statutes and his commandments, which I command thee ; thou
and thy son, and thy son's son, all the days of thy life : and
that thy days may be -prolonged." (vi. 1, 2.) Here again Moses

requires perfect obedience to the whole law. He requires it of

every individual of Israel. " Thou and thy son, and thy son's

son ;

" and this universal obedience he exacts not at some stated

period of the year, but every day of a man's whole life.
" All

the days of thy life." Moses leaves no room for some merits

and some sins. If a man does what Moses requires, he can
have no sins. If a man have any sins whatever, he does not
fulfil what Moses requires as the condition of life. We might
quote several other similar passages, but content ourselves with

one, where Moses expressly declares that universal obedience

is necessary to righteousness :

n nNT>b nbsn crpnn ba ns mipsb rr 1312*1

t mn DVO lanvnb a^n bs isb aitob -i:rnbs TT

ho ns m^sb -lEEn ^ isb n^nrv np'-m
rt M^b nsm

"And the Lord commanded us to do ALL these statutes, to fear

the Lord our God always, that he might preserve us alive, as it

is at this day. And it shall be our righteousness, if we observe
to do ALL these commandments before the Lord our God, as he
hath commanded us." (Deut. vi. 24, 25.) This is Moses' idea
of righteousness, and if Moses be right the oral law is wrong.
It says,

" If a man's merits exceed his sins, he is righteous."
Moses says, If a man keep all the commandments all the days
of his life he is righteous. The oral law promises life to him
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who confessedly has sins. Moses requires perfect and universal

obedience as the condition of life. It becomes, therefore, an

important, an awfully important, consideration for every
Israelite, whether he will rest his soul's salvation on the word of

Moses, or on that of the oral law. If he rests upon the oral law,

than he will be satisfied that a partial obedience is sufficient

to secure everlasting salvation, and in this hope he will die.

But if he is to be judged according to the law of Moses, he

will, at the hour of God's judgment, find himself awfully
mistaken. Moses knows of no righteousness, but that of

universal obedience every day of a man's life, and promises life

to none but those who have this righteousness. He that has it

not, therefore, must be condemned. And let every Israelite

mark well that Moses has not left us to draw this just
conclusion from the premises which he has laid down, but has

himself stated, in the distinctest and plainest terms, That he

who does not yield this universal obedience is accursed. And
that no man may mistake his meaning, he sums up all that he

has said upon this subject, and repeats, that he who keeps ALL
God's commandments shall be blessed, and that he who does

not keep ALL God's commandments shall be accursed :

-pnbs n bipn snt&n sioo? as rrm
pnai nvn "psn "33N -IPS vniso bs ns
SD ~pbr iN3^ i Y"isn via bD by ivbs -pnbN n

: 121 nbsn ma-on
" And it shalt come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently

unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe and to do ALL
his commandments which I command thee this day, that the

Lord thy God will set thee high above all nations of the earth ;

and all these blessings shall come on thee," &c. And then,
after enumerating the blessings, he adds

ninrob -iioH7b -pribw rr bipn an sb cs rrm
nvn T-B "3a "w vmpm vnisa bs ns
nns ins r^ia^om nbsn rnbbpn bD -pb37

: 121 man nns -nisi

" But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the
voice of the Lord thy God, to observe to do ALL his command-
ments and his statutes which I command thee this day, that all

these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee. Cursed
shalt thou be in the city, and cursed shalt thou be in the field,"

&c. (Deut. xxviii. 1 15.) Here Moses plainly says, that he
who is perfectly obedient is blessed, and that he who is not

perfectly obedient is cursed. And it is to be noted that Moses
knows nothing of an intermediate state of man, the
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who are neither righteous nor wicked. He divides all Israel

into two classes, the blessed and the cursed. He who keeps
ALL God's commandments belongs to the former ; he who does

not keep ALL God's commandments to the latter. In this

matter, than, the most important that can employ the mind of

man, the oral law contradicts the plain words of Moses. One
of the two is certainly in error. It is for the Israelites to

choose whether they will believe Moses, or that oral law which
contradicts his words. Lf they believe in Moses, then no one is

accounted just before God, but that man who has all the daya
of his life kept all God's commandments without one deviation.

Every other person is so far from being just, that he is accursed.

If there were a human being who had all his life kept all the

commandments, and only once been guilty of transgression,
that one transgression makes him unjust and accursed. But
there is no such person. Every man's conscience tells him that

his sins far exceed his obedience, and therefore if Moses speak
truth he is accursed. Oh, let no one endanger his salvation by
trusting to the oral taw. Let him take up the law of Moses, let

him investigate the conditions which Moses lays down. We
ask not now, that the Israelites should read the New Testament,
or that they should listen to our arguments or any reasoning of

man. We simply point out to them the words of Moses, and
we show other passages of the oral law which teaches an

entirely different doctrine. We ask, then, whether the man
who rebels against the law of Moses can hope for salvation ?

Yet this is what every one who follows the oral law is doing.
If his temporal welfare only were concerned, it would not be of

such moment. But here his eternal interests are at stake. If

the oral law be mistaken, and mistaken it is if Moses spoke
truth, their eternal salvation is forfeited by eveiy one who
follows it. We therefore entreat every reader of this paper to

take up the law of Moses, and to investigate this question :

" What are the conditions of blessing and cursing, of life and
death, according to the declarations of Moses ? Does he promise
life to that man whose merits exceed his sins, or does he require
universal obedience ?" To Moses himself we appeal, and him
we constitute the arbiter of our difierences.
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No. XXXIII.

NEW TEAR, CONTINUED.

WE showed in our last number that the first axiom of the
oral law respecting the mode of justification is false. Moses

requires perfect and universal obedience to all the command-
ments as the condition ofjustification and life, whereas the oral

law says it is sufficient if a man's merits exceed his sins. One
of the two, then, has spoken falsehood. It is for the Jews to

consider which of them they will brand with the character of
liar. As for ourselves, we believe that Moses spoke the truth,
and by his standard of right and wrong we proceed to examine
the second and third principles of Rabbinic justification. The
oral law tells us, further, that when God weighs the merits and
the offences,

" This weighing is made not with respect to the
number of the merits and the sins, but according to their

greatness. There is a merit which may outweigh many sins,
as it is said,

' Because in him there is found some good thing.'

(1 Kings xiv. 13.) And there are sins which may outweigh
many merits, for it is said, 'One sinner destroyeth much good.'

(Ecclesiast. ix. 18.)" And for this reason we are told that " In
the ten days between the New Year and the Day of Atonement,
Israel abounds in almsgiving and good works more than in all

the year besides." Such is the hope which the oral law holds
out to Israel. It first tells a man, that if his merits exceed his

sins, he is safe. Then feeling that none but a fool or madman
can dream of his merits exceeding his sins, it tries to quiet the
conscience by assuring the guilty, that the quality of the deeds
is regarded more than their number, and that there may be one
meritorious act which will outweigh many sins. It endeavours
to prove this by a citation from the Book of Kings. This is in

itself suspicious. Why did it not bring one or more plain

passages from the Books of Moses ? They contain the law of

God, and the great principles of God's judgment. In deter-

mining a case like this, an appeal to the letter of the law is

absolutely necessary. Let every Israelite, then, before he
trusts his salvation to the oral law, find out one passage in the
law of Moses, where Moses himself declares that " one merit

may outweigh many sins." We know not of one similar

declaration, and therefore hesitate not to say, that whosoever
rests his salvation on this hope, has apostatized from the

religion of Moses.

But the passage itself, which the oral law cites, proves nothing
in support of the above principle. The words were spoken of

the son of Jeroboam. " He only of Jeroboam shall come to the

grave, because in Mm there is found some good thing towards
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the Lord God of Israel in the house of Jeroboam." (1 Kings
xiv. 13.) There is not one word said here about his being

justified by that one good thing, whatever it was. It did not

save the child from his sickness. It did not change the

sentence of death into life. All it did was to procure him a

peaceable burial. How, then, can any reasonable man argue,
because the son of Jeroboam had a peaceable burial, that

therefore some meritorious act will save him from the

punishment due to his offences ? To warrant such a

conclusion, he ought first to show that the son of Jeroboam
had been a grievous sinner like his father, which the Bible

does not say ; and, secondly, that this one meritorious act had
obtained pardon of his sins, and restored him to life ; and
moreover it ought to be expressly said, that God considered

him as just. The very circumstance that the rabbies were

obliged to have recourse to such a passage, and that they could

find nothing better in the law or the prophets, shows that they
were hard pushed to find anything that would even bear a

faint resemblance to their doctrine.

The law of Moses gives no countenance to this doctrine, and
can give none, because it is directly subversive of all the

principles of law and justice. The stern principle of justice is,

that every transgression of the law should be followed by
punishment without any reference whatever to the good deeds

or merits of the transgressor. Even before an earthly tribunal,

there is no deviation from this principle. If a murderer or a

robber be convicted, no degree of previous or subsequent merit

can be listened to as a plea against the just sentence of the law.

He may in all other respects be an unexceptionable character,

he may feed the poor and clothe the naked, and give all his

goods in alms, but none of these things can change the sentence

of guilty into not guilty, or cause him to be considered as a

just or innocent person. And shall we suppose that God is less

just than man ? The law of Moses gives us no reason for such

a supposition. It says distinctly

mnb sun sin -IB? nan rcssb IBID inpn sbi

:nny nin ^D

" Moreover, ye shall take no satisfaction for the life of a

murderer, which is guilty of death
; but he shall surely be put

to death." (Num. xxxv. 31.) According to this declaration,

the good deeds or merits of a murderer are not to be regarded,
and there is nothing which he can do which can avert the

sentence of the law. And shall we suppose that God himself

will do what he forbids men to do ? If so, why did he forbid

it to be done ? The plain reason of this prohibition is, because

it is contrary to the eternal principles of right and wrong,
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which God himself cannot violate without detracting from his

holiness. But it is not with respect to murder only that God
has laid down these stem principles of justice. He says

generally

-on pi mTsn ?a na-i Ta naron ntz?s aam
i nar aipo s^nn i&aan nmaai *pa Kin 71 n
u?s:n man man nan vnsa nwi nn TT *OT "3

: na naw NTrn

" But the soul that doeth ought presumptuously, whether he

be born in the land, or a stranger, the same reproacheth the

Lord, and that soul shall be cut off from among his people.
Because he hath despised the Lord, and hath broken his

commandment, that soul shall utterly be cut off
;
his iniquity

shall be upon him." (Numb. xv. 30, 31.) There is here no

promise that his merits shall be .weighed against his offences.

One presumptuous sin will outweigh all his supposed merits, and
for that one he shall die in his iniquity. The doctrine of the

prophets is just the same :

: man wrr nstainn

" The soul that sinneth it shall die."

rvmnnn bas bis naroi inp-rsa pns awai
-IPS vnpis ba TH nwy win nvra
-iB7M insianai bva > ibran nanatn

"But when the righteous turneth away from this righteous-
ness, and committeth iniquity, and doeth according to all the

abominations that the wicked man doeth, shall he live ? All
Jiis righteousness that he hath done shall not be mentioned:
in his trespass that he hath trespassed, and in his sin that he
hath sinned, in them shall he die." (Ezek. xviii. 20 25.)
When one reads this passage, it appears as if God had dictated

it on purpose to contradict the doctrine of the oral law. There
is here no mention of weighing merits against sins, and no

promise that some few extraordinary merits may outweigh
many sins. On the contrary, it is distinctly stated, that when
the righteous man turneth away from his righteousness,

" All
his righteousness that he hath done shall not be mentioned."
If this be true, the doctrine of the oral law is necessarily and

totally false. But some one may object that there is a similar

declaration made respecting the wicked :

ns naK7T na?y -& vnsan bra aw "a ronm
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sb rprr rrn npiTi ractpn nann vnpn ba
inpisn ib ror Kb niss -)2?s VSQJQ Sa

: rrm now
" But if the wicked man will turn from all his sins that he

hath committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that which
is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not die. All
his transgressions that he hath committed, they shall not be
mentioned to him, in his righteousness that he hath done ho
shall live." But this verse is as strongly against the doctrine
of the oral law as the others already cited. In the first place,
it does not say, that he whose sins exceed his merits is wicked,
but that he who commits sin is wicked. In the second place,
it does not say that, by causing his merits to exceed his sins, he
can become righteous, but by turning away,

" from ALL his

sins that he hath committed," and by keeping "ALL my
statutes." It confirms the doctrine laid down already from the

law of Moses, that to be righteous in the sight of God, a man
must commit no sin, and keep all God's commandments. It

therefore directly contradicts the oral law, and overturns the

doctrine that some merits may outweigh many sins.

If more proof be needful, we have it in the case of Moses
himself. Very few, if any, even of the most devoted friends of

the oral law, can imagine that he has so many merits as Moses
his master

;
and yet the merits of Moses did not outweigh one

apparently trifling transgression. Because of one sin, he was
sentenced to die with the disobedient generation in the

wilderness, and not permitted to enter into the land of Israel.

If Moses" merits, then, could do nothing for him, how vain

must be the hope of others, who think that, by abounding in

almsgiving and good works for ten days, they can turn the

scale of God's righteous judgment ? Neither the law nor the

prophets know of any intermediate class between the righteous
and the wicked. They specify only the two classes, the .

righteous and the wicked. Those who fulfil all God's com-

mandments belong to the one, and those who transgress any of

God's commandments belong to the other. Let every man,
then, examine his own heart and life, and it will not require
much time nor trouble to ascertain to which class he belongs. A
very little reflection will convince him that he has been, and

is, a transgressor of God's commandments ; that he has no

merits and no righteousness ; and therefore belongs to that

class of whom Moses says, that they are accursed. Such a

conclusion may appear dreadful, and so it ought to be; but the

grand question is, Is it true ? Let every man ask himself,
' Have I kept, or do I keep, ALL God's commandments?" If

he can say, Yes : then, according to the law of Moses, he is

righteous, and has the promise of life. But if he must say,
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No : then he is unrighteous, and the curse of God is hanging
over him, ready to descend and destroy him :

rmnn *nm ns a-p*
: IEH nrn bD ncwi cms

" Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the words of this law
to do them. And all the people shall say, Amen." (Deut.
xxvii. 26.) Moses holds out no hope, except to those who yield
a perfect and universal obedience.

But some one will reply, if this be true, then no man can be
accounted righteous, on account of his deeds :

31B mm* 127N V"1^2 P^"2 T**
: stair

" For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good,
and sinneth not." (Eccles. vii. 20.) And this is the truth, rto

man can be justified because of his good works. We must
renounce all our pride, and appear at the bar of God as miser-

able sinners, looking only for mercy, and not for payment.
We must come to the same conclusion as Job did

DM fbN D37 ttnaN pl!P JIBI p ^ VIST C372N

: bs -aa nrw iaay b
" I know it is so of a truth : but how should man be just

with God? If he will contend with him, he cannot answer
him one of a thousand." (Job ix. 2, 3.) Job had no idea that

his merits exceeded his sins, but knew well that if God entered

into judgment with him, he could not answer respecting even
the thousandth part of his transgressions. David, the man
after God's own heart, had the same conviction, and had there-

fore, no wish that his merits should be weighed with his sins.

His prayer was

T22b p-jy> Kb -o -piss ns astraa Mian bw
:^n bs

" Enter not into judgment with thy servant : for in thy sight
shall no man living be justified." (Ps. cxliii. 2.) And when
Daniel prayed, he did not venture to prefer his petitions on
the score of merits, or to expect an answer as the reward
of righteousness, but cast himself simply on the mercy of God :

-p32b la^aiann tpV'ao lanss irrnp-rs by sb "3

-pam by "3

u For we do not present our supplications before thee for our

righteousnesses, but for thy great mercies." (Dan. ix.18.) How,
then, can the modern Jews hope to stand at the tribunal of
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a heart-searching God, and not only escape condemnation,
but obtain a reward because their merits exceed their sins?

Are they more pure than Job, more holy than David, more

righteous than Daniel ? or were those three most holy men
mistaken, or ignorant of the way of salvation ? Certain it is

that there must be some mistake somewhere. Either the
rabbies were right, and then Job, David, and Daniel were

mistaken, or these three men were right, and then the rabbies

are fearfully and awfully mistaken. If the law requires perfect
obedience, and denounces a curse against all disobedience, then
the former were right in deprecating God's judgment, and

casting themselves upon his mercy. But if the law requires

only that a man's merits should exceed his sins, and says that

all deficiencies can be made up by almsgiving and good works
in the ten days between the New Year and the Day of Atone-

ment, then they were wrong. Job was utterly mistaken when
he said,

" How should man be just with God ?" for the rabbies

say. Only be careful for the first ten days of the year, and you
will be just and sealed unto life. David was utterly mistaken
when he said,

" In thy sight shall no man living be
justified ;

"

for the rabbies say that a man's merits may exceed his sins, and
that such au one is just before God. Daniel was mistaken in

not offering his prayers on the score of righteousness, but
on the plea of mercy. But still, notwithstanding the certainty
with which the rabbies speak, we would rather trust our own
salvation to the word of Moses, of Ezekiel, of Job, David, and
Daniel, than to that of the rabbies. We would rather kneel as

supplicants, than claim the reward of our deeds with the

rabbies.

But we cannot pass this subject without observing here also

how the religion of the rabbies exhibits itself at every turn as

a religion for the rich and the learned, rather than for the poor
and laborious class of mankind. It teaches that almsgiving
and good works, at a certain season of the year, will turn the

wicked into righteous men, and transform the sinner into

the saint. So the rich sinner puts his hand into his pocket,
and lavishes his gold to the poor and needy, and buys what is

wanting to make up his deficit of merit. The learned man sets

to work at his books ; for the oral law says :

r-ibipK- K"nrp jbiD rmsnn bsa msa ib rs
bD laaa rmn -nabn Kb , rrnn Tiabn 1222

p^b ntDEa ->-pb waa Tiabnna? ?biD rvnsan
: mpa bss ntr-sab mip -nabnn

"Amongst all the commandments, there is not one that

is equivalent to the study of the law. Whereas the study
of the law is equivalent to all the commandments : for study
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to practice. Therefore, study always goes before good
deeds." (Ililchuth Talmud Torah.) The one with his money,
therefore, and the other with his books, can effect a balance in

his favour ; but what is to become of the poor labouring clu>-( >.

who have no money to buy righteousness, and no time for study,
which is equivalent to all the other commandments ? For
them to turn the balance is impossible they have not the

means
; and therefore, according to the oral law, they stand

but a poor chance when the final account comes to be made

up. This of itself would prove that the doctrine of the oral

law cannot be true. God is a righteous judge, and he accepts
no man's money and no man's learning. He takes no bribes,

and will not wrest the judgment of the poor. The tme mode,
therefore, of appearing just before God, is some other than
that pointed out by the oral law, and one according to which
the poor sinner will stand on equal terms with his rich

brother.

There is, however, another point to which we wish to direct

attention. The oral law says, if a man's merits exceed his sins,

he is just and sealed unto life ; but if his sins exceed his merits,
then he is sealed unto death : what then are we to think of all

who die in each succeeding year ? It is plain that they have
not been sealed unto life, for then they could not have
died. Then they were sealed unto death ; then we must
conclude that their sins exceed their merits ; and as all die,
then we must conclude, further, that all die in their sins that

their sins are more than their merits ; and so, after all, this

rabbinical doctrine comes to nothing. It tells a man that by
having his merits greater than his sins, he is righteous, and
will be sealed unto life ; and yet, after all his almsgiving
and good works, he dies like other men, and it turns out
that he is not a just man, nor even one of the intermediate

class, but one of the wicked. How can any rational man
)ut his t'uith in such a system, which promises a great deal,
iut does not keep its promise ? Above all, how can he trust

his soul's everlasting welfare upon a promise which each
successive year proves to be false ? Many an one has passed
into eternity already before the New Year, and of all such the
oral law says they have died in their sins. Many more may pass
into eternity between the New Year and the Day of Atone-
ment. If the oral law be true, all such belong to the decidedly
wicked who did not deserve the ten days' grace. Their
friends and relations must, therefore, stamp .their memory
with the brand of the impenitently wicked, or if they entertain a

hope that such persons have not died in their sins, they must
declare of the oral law that it is false. If they would have
a promise that will not and cannot deceive, let them take

up the law and the prophets. The reader of this paper is still

B

i;
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alive, but who can tell how soon his turn must come, and
come it will, and that soon in every case. What consolation,

then, will he have on his dying bed ? Will lie begin to

balance his account of merit and sin? Alas! there is no
use in that. If the oral law be true, it was balanced on the
last Day of Atonement, and the sins were found to outweigh
the merits, as his approaching death testifies. Where then
will he flee for refuge or for consolation ? In the agony
and feebleness of a death-bed hour there is no time for doing
good works, and poverty may cut off the rabbinic hope of

purchasing salvation. In the oral law there is no hope. Can
he find it, then, in the law of Moses? That law requires

perfect and universal obedience, and pronounces the sinner

accursed. As an accursed sinner, then, he must stand at the

bar. of God, unless there be some other way and some other

hope. When Jacob was on his death-bed he had another hope.
He could say

: 'n \-np iruntz^b
" I have waited for thy salvation, O Lord." (Gen. xlix. 18.)

Oh ! let the reader seek this salvation in time, that when
Ms last hour comes, he may be as calm, as happy, and as

full of hope as his pious forefather. He died in a foreign land,
but he died happy, trusting not in his own righteousness,
but in the salvation of God. He had learned by experience
that man cannot deliver himself from mere temporal trouble,
but that even there God is his only refuge and his hope, and
still more so in the hour of death and the day of judgment.
But he had learned also to believe in bsinn "JsbttH the

'

Angel who had redeemed him from all evil, and was per-
suaded that He would not forsake him in the great transition

from time to eternity. He had not put off the consideration of

salvation to the last. He could say, "I hare waited for thy
salvation, O Lord," and therefore when the awful moment
arrived, he could in perfect tranquillity gather his children

about him, and tell them of Shiloh who was to come, and
of the salvation which he had expected.

No. XXXIV.

NEW YEAR, CONTINUED.

AM, who believe in Divine Revelation look forward to a

great dixy, when the secrets of all hearts shall be revealed, and
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a righteous sentence pronounced upon all the sons of men.
'I iif most important tiling in the world, then, for us to know is,

the way of acceptance with God, at that solemn hour. And if

men are hound as rational beings to examine tlic grounds of

their opinions and belief on other subjects, they must be
considered as altogether devoid of reason, who do not tho-

roughly examine and weigh the doctrines which have been

taught them with regard to justification at the bar of God.
A mistake on other subjects may be- endured, but a mistake
here is fatal and irreparable. What will be the horror of

those who find that they have through their own want of

consideration been trusting in a delusive hope, and have

rejected, wilfully rejected, that way of acceptance which God
has appointed. If there be any one point of difference be-

tween Jews and Christians, which requires profound and
attentive consideration, it is this. We Christians believe that,
on this all-important point, the oral law is utterly mistaken,
and that all who tmst their salvation to the hope which it

holds out, will find themselves awfully mistaken if Moses and
the prophets speak truth. We have endeavoured to show that

the hope of justification by merits is contrary to the Word
of God. But we shall now proceed to show tliat the oral law

by this doctrine contradicts itself, and that therefore it is most
unsafe to rest our salvation upon any of its assertions. In
that law, which teaches that if a man's merits exceed his

sins, he is justified, we also find the following parable, in-

tended to explain God's dealings in the judgment of the
New Year :

sn ib nana sbi -jbab DS ra^rro m-iob
msrrs *n rrbs zrpnattn > vranb Vra rrbs
ns -ob 7*s ib vosi ins^pb nation 'Vna ISJF

-inv n-ipnac? ]V3 > arba? nnb man ~[b jrrb
"32?n t^bo? cnb mn ins-ipb -ron ^irs

cnb n"3n ins-ipb iTn ^n bn is^ -sriv

ibs ny-rcn -23 < n-apn nt "fban -D
n22?n trsn ms n2tt?n bs many

sn i cn\-naii37 D^D cnb nnnai
cvn i c*ffi*ba? s

at cnb nn-nm 7*337*10
: brn cnb -innoi 7*3rns bsn

" A parable. There was a certain city, which owed tribute

to the king, but did not pay it, whereupon he came upon it

with an army to collect it. When he came within ten leagues
of it, the irrcat men of the city went forth to meet him, and
said to him, We have nothing wherewith to pay thec, so he

forgave them one-third. When he approached nearer still,

B2
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the middle classes of the
city

went forth to meet him, and
he forgave Khem a second-third. When he approached still

nearer, all the population of the city went forth to meet him,
and he forgave them all. The King here is the Holy One,
blessed be He. The inhabitants of the city are Israel, who
accumulate sins all the year. On the eve of the New Year,
the great men fast, and one-third of their sins is remitted to

them. In the ten days, the intermediate class fast, and two-
thirds are remitted. On the Day of Atonement all fast, and
all is remitted to them." (Orach Chaiirn, 581.) Now this

representation is quite at variance with the doctrine that those
are justified whose merits exceed their sins. This parable, in

the first place, represents all as in debt, and secondly, that they
have nothing to

pay,
and thirdly, that the Khi forgives them

freely and for nothing. Now this statement is directly con-

trary to the notion of merit. If a man has more merits than

sins, and is on that score accounted just, he cannot be said to

be in debt, and he needs no remission. But if it be true of

the great men as well as the middle class, that they are in

debt and have nothing wherewith to pay, then it is certain

that they have no merits, and cannot be considered as just,
but as sinners. Merit and forgiveness are as essentially op-

posed as payment and debt. The man who has paid his

creditor all his demands can have no debt, and so the man
who has kept God's commands so as to have merit, needs not

forgiveness. But he who has nothing to pay, that is, he who
has no merits, must either be condemned, or he must have
a free forgiveness of all ; and this the parable says is the

case of Israel. They have nothing to pay, and God forgives
them all. Merit is therefore altogether out of the question,
and if this statement be true, then the doctrine of justification

by merits is false, and therefore the oral law contradicts it-

self. How then can the Israelite trust his everlasting welfare

to a system at variance with itself ?

The prayers for the New Year are equally decisive against
the doctrine of justification by merits. Out of many passages
which deny the existence of merit, and asserts the necessity of

a free forgiveness, we cite the following :

waab ircs f D^ebw rrorm mbnp
sib vrsn c^w ]n < iran nvn piisrnb iby sbi

nbsai arnai f iDsrr rrnt&aa -pna? ovab bsi < 12?

row CN i vrsn -innoai rra-ia v>31P ' <or n^
i varisi vssn vtDTrn vnrnp tvaab "

bbsn < niK-in sra
: rns raitab \scn
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" Thousands and ten thousands of congregations, which

have persecuted us and are vanished, were not able to justify
themselves in purity. Lo ! the heavens arc not pure in his

sight, and all the heavenly angels are as beaten flax : how
then can he that is filthy and abominable be pure ? He
gathercth riches by deceit ; and working in secret, he says
in his heart, "\\Tio can bear witness against me before him ?

: the beams, rafters, planks, and stones of his house. O
Thou who art too pure of sight to view evil, sink our sins in

the deepest recesses, and work the good sign for us." (Prayers
for the Xew Year, p. 149.) Here is an express acknowledg-
ment that the OQOgNgatioiM of old could not justify themselves

by merit, an assertion in the words of the Psalm, that all men
are filthy and abominable, and a prayer, not for payment of

deserts, but for forgiveness of sins. If this prayer contain the

sentiments of truth, and be offered in sincerity, then Israel

has no merits, and the doctrine, that any man is justified by
the superabundance of his merits, is a mere fiction. The man
who will venture to offer this prayer, and yet hope to be saved

by his good deeds, is a hypocrite, or is not right in his mind.

Here again, then, the oral law is inconsistent with itself : for

here it places the hope of salvation not in merit, but in the

free and undeserved mercy of God. It is the duty of every
Israelite, therefore, to ascertain which of the two ways is in

accordance with the declaration of Moses and the prophets.
It is impossible that they should both be true. The fact

appears to be, that the authors of the oral law, like all other

men, loved the honour and glory of personal righteousness,
and hoped that all those deeds, and fasts, and almsgiving,
wluch were so lovely in their own eyes, and gained them so

much credit amongst men, would also be duly acKnowledged
at the bar of Gods judgment. At the same time their con-

science was continually awakened and terrified by the plain
declarations of the A\ ord of God, and therefore, to quiet
their conscience, they were driven even against their wills

to acknowledge their guilt, and to seek for a quietus. This

they partly found in the hope of free mercy, but partly in

invciitions'of their own. They placed no small dependence

upon fasting and almsgiving, but their troubled conscience

was not satisfied with these, and they have therefore fled

for refuge to observances the most trivial, and hopes the

most childish. By blowing the horn the whole month of

Elul, they hope to deceive Satan, so that he may not know
which is the first day of the new year, and may not be able

to accuse them :

bibs rr-a prptn vrro? Vtn irpnn pb
7 bwinr ns TTrTnb ns tcmnn bai man

N
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/%m -laws spn^ DM

" Therefore our wise men of blessed memory have ordained

that the horn should be blown on the first day of the month
of Elul every year, and during the whole month, to warn
Israel to repent, as it is said,

' Shall a trumpet be blown in

the city, and the people not be afraid ?
'

(Amos iii. 6), and
also to confuse Satan." How can any man of understanding
believe that a law teaching such absurdity is from God P

We are told in Zechariah and Job, that Satan does accuse

the people of God : but how can any one, who has been

taught by the Word of God, imagine that Satan is to be
deceived by blowing the horn at a wrong time, or that even
if he did not accuse at all, that God is ignorant of man's

sins, or that he will judge unjustly unless he is reminded

by Satan ? In accusing sinners, Satan gratifies his own

malignity, but his accusation is not wanted at the bar of

God to convict man of sin. When men appear there they
will be seen as they are. All their transgressions will be
as visible as is now their bodily presence. The eye of God
will penetrate every secret recess of the soul, and the con-

science itself will testify and condemn the impenitent. It

is therefore most absurd and irrational to hope to escape by
confounding the accuser ;

and it is to us serious matter of

astonishment how such an absurdity could have been tolerated

for so many centuries, and how a people of such intellect as

the Jews confessedly are, should remain the disciples of such
senseless superstition.
But the rabbies expect not only to confound Satan by

blowing the horn at the wrong time, but to obtain Gods

mercy by blowing it at the right time. Thus we are told

in Vaijikra Kabbah

jrrnaiB? ns
D*cm woan niBVi ^nn SD3 "rail? rrzipn

crrbs nmai n^am cmbs Nbnnai -isia? Vipa TT

oniro \-IEPW rzramb ]^n ma orrbr

" At the hour in which Israel take their horns, and sound
before the Holy One, blessed be He, He rises from the throne
of judgment and sits on the throne of mercy, as it is written,
' The Lord with the sound of the trumpet' (Ps. xlvii. 5) ; and
he is filled with mercy towards them, and has pity upon them,
and changes the attribute of judgment which was against
them into mercy. When does this happen? In the seventh
month." (Vaijikra Kabbah, sect. 29.) This then is one of
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the means whereby the rabbics try to quiet a guilty con-
science. If true, it would no doubt be very convenient for

a man who has spent the year in iniquity, and who has not

repented, and does not intend to repent, to get rid of all his

sins by blowing a horn on the new year, and thus turning
God's wrath into mercy. But it is a statement altogether
opposed to the Word or God, and derogatory to his character
for mercy and for justice. No mere ceremonial act can atone
for sin, neither does God need the blowing of a horn to remind
him of mercy. To suppose, that such a miserable ceremony
can stop God in his course of justice, and make him reverse:

his determinations, is to deprive him of all the attributes of

Deity, and to represent him as exceeding in imbecility the

weakest of all the sons of men that ever occupied the

judgment-seat. And yet this most absurd and unscriptural

hope is not merely a rabbinic legend, or an allegory, but is

in the prayers of the synagogue gravely inserted as a devout

petition :

' nypnn ^sb spinb nann
Ttbs ^n Dribs') n^tpn Tibs "mas Ttbsi Tibs

bnan bsn 3py Ttbsi pmr Tibs cn-us
cwnpn crssbcn sb nhwnw h-mam

n^an cmrrbttn D'oicsai nTnipa n"asa
rrsasB bran isban nsi btnar ns mstb
^pin cntr ns3 btnap ba? ^n^nvaT s-jinb

yaicnb n2i!2^n i2K7n biian fsbnn nsi
nsi nni;'"^2 l^n n^yn
nnos cnpss isitrn b27 c^aieen

b3? o-aicon ^iBbiaoi bwrnn
nsi in^D KDS ^asb ian"pn
-jsbEn nsi ny^nnn by naiccn btrwav

btt?3 D^aciTc cnvnb pni&p bi? naittcn

MOD ^aabi nsnsn ^aab lanr^pn mbynb
^cb cnb oasni c^am3 bs-ity 1^27 by bcni

nbrm Dscm niD2 1^2 cy ananm

The following prayer is said by the person who sounds

the cornet, before he begins :
" May it be acceptable in thy

presence, O Lord, my God, and the Gcd of my lathers, the

God of heaven, and the God of the earth ;
the God of Abraham,

the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob; the great God, mighty
and tremendous ;

to send me the holy and pure angels, v ho

are faithful ministers, and faithful in their message ;
and who

X 2
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are desirous and willing to justify Israel ;
and also the great

angel Patzpatziah, who is appointed to present the merits of

Israel, when they sound the cornet this day ;
and likewise the

great angel Tashbach, who is appointed to declare the merits

of Israel, and confound Satan with their sound of the cornet ;

and the great princes, who are appointed over the cornet,

Enkatham and Pastam, and the great angels, Hadarniel and

Sandalphon, who are appointed over our sounding, who in-

troduce our sounding before the throne of thy glory ; and also

the angel Shamshiel, who is appointed over the joyful sound ;

and the angel Prasta, who is appointed to superintend pTtPp
that they may all be expeditious in their errand ; to introduce

our soundings before the veil, and before the throne of thy
glory ; and rnayest thou be filled with mercy over thy people
Israel

;
and lead us within the temperate line of strict justice ;

and conduct thyself towards thy children, with the attribute of

mercy, and suffer our soundings to ascend before the throne of

thy glory." (Prayers for the New Year, p. 81
.) Here, then,

we have, in the language of solemn prayer, the very same
monstrous doctrine, that the sounding of the cornet on the new
year can change God's determinations ; and we have it in even
a more objectionable form, for it is connected with other most

unscriptural superstitions. This prayer asserts what is nowhere
found in Holy Scripture, that there is a certain number of angels
whose express office it is to superintend the blowing of the

horn, and to bear the soundings thereof before the throne^ of

God, and at the same time to advocate their merits. In the
first place, this is a pure invention, and a fond superstition. In
the AVord of God, not one word is mentioned of anything of

the kind. We should be sorry to treat any religious tenet of

any people, but especially of the Jews, with ridicule, but we
cannot help asking the good sense of every reader, whether the

representation here given is not in the highest degree ridi-

culous ? The angels are to be sent down from heaven. For
what purpose ? Is it to warn men of the impending wrath of

God, or to announce the coming redemption of Israel, or to

execute God's judgments ? No, but to attend to the blowing
of a ram's horn, and to carry up the sounds before the throne
of God, that they may turn his attribute of judgment into

that of mercy. Is it necessary, then, for the angels to interfere

in this matter ? cannot God hear the sounding of the cornet,
unless it be conveyed to him by angels ? or do the movings of
his compassion depend upon the blowing of a cornet ? What
would Elijah have said to such doctrine as this ? When the

priests of Baal only cried aloud, he mocked them, and said,
"
try aloud, for he is a God

; either he is talking, or he is

pursuing, or he is on a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth,
and must be awaked." (1 Kings xviii. 27.) And yet the
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priests of Baal were not sounding a cornet, that they might
rouse their pretended Deity to compassion. If we had not read
this prayer with our own eyes, we oould scarcely have believed

that even Rabbinism itself could have fallen into such manifest

absurdity. But the subject is far too grave to be treated with

levity. Upon this absurdity, the rabbies teach Israel to rest

their hope of salvation. Conscious that the hope ofjustification

by merit is fallacious, and yet unwilling to give up what is so

palatable to the pride of man, they seek about to find something
that will compensate for the deficiency, and in the eagerness
of desperation grasp at any thing. The trivial ceremony of

blowing the cornet was therefore turned into a mystery, and a
suitable apparatus of angels invented to meet the apprehensions
of the superstitious and unenlightened, and in some degree to

take off the apparent irrationality of believing that an act so

insignificant should effect a change so great in the purposes of

the Almighty. But whatever was the motive or the origin of

this fable, there it now stands in the prayers of the synagogue,
to lead the ignorant away from the true means of justification,
and the true ideas of God's justice and God's judgment. Let
no man say it is an innocent error. No error is innocent.

Error in eveiy form is pernicious ;
in religion it is deadly. And

the most mischievous of all religious errors are those which
confirm men in the idea, that external ceremonies will atone

for moral delinquencies ; and this is precisely the tendency of

the fable here noticed. An ignorant and superstitious man,
and there are many such in every religion, finds in his Prayer-
book that the blowing of the cornet can change the attribute of

judgment into the attribute of mercy : he believes it to be true,

not only because of the book where he finds it, but because

every man is glad to hear of a way of acceptance, which will

save the trouble of repentance ana thorough change of heart

and life. He therefore perseveres through the year in the

practice of those things which his heart condemns, trusting that

the blowing of the cornet will set all straight, and thus he goes
on from year to year until death overtakes him hardened and

impenitent, and he finds too late at the bar of God, that he

has been in fatal error. Upon whom then will the guilt of

such person's destruction be charged ? Not only upon those

who invented the falsehood, but on those also who sanction it,

who leave it in the Prayer-book, and thus practically toach the

people superstition. Every Jew who attends the worship of

the synagogue is responsible in his station and calling, for the

error and falsehood which its prayers propagate amongst the

people. But at all events every person who disbelieves this

story of the angels carrying up the sounding of the comet, must

grant that a system teaching such a method, of salvation is very
unsafe

;
and that, as it grossly errs in this one article it is

B3
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suspicious in all. But besides the absurdity of this doctrine,
we must notice its inconsistency. The Prayer-book states tliat

the blowing of the cornet is necessary to the procuring of

pardon ; it therefore implies that pardon is necessary, and
therefore that Israel is guilty ; what, then, becomes of merits !

J

If Israel can be justified by merits, the blowing of the cornet is

superfluous ; for, in that case, all they want is justice. Where
a man can claim salvation because of all his good deeds, he need
not fear the attribute of righteousness, "pTrn mQ and does

not want the attribute of mercy. But the moment that he

acknowledges his need of forgiveness, he confesses that he has no
merits. If, therefore, the Prayer-book be right in acknow-

ledging sin and praying for pardon, the oral law is wrong in

teaching justification by merits. One contradicts the other,
and therefore they cannot both be from God ; and the man who
believes both is guilty of renouncing his reason. But the man
who trusts his salvation to a system so inconsistent with itself,

is utterly devoid of wisdom. He is hazarding his eternal

welfare on the testimony of a witness who contradicts himself;
who says at one time, that a man can be saved by his merits,
and at another time that he has no merits that can stand the

scrutiny of God's righteous judgment.

No. XXXV.

JUSTIFICATION.

THE doctrine of justification by merits is agreeable, and
seems very reasonable, so long as a man can theorize, that is, so

long as he is not in earnest. But so soon as the prospect
of death, or any other similar circumstance, compels him to
rcali/e the act of Divine

judgment upon himself, it loses all its

beauty and plausibility ; the conscience is unsatisfied by its con-

solations, and reason pronounces that the hope built on merits
is insecure. A solemn and earnest review of our past years soon
convinces, that our good deeds are but few, that our best
deeds arc defiled by mixed motives; and, above all, that the
love of God has not been the heart's dominant principle, and
that, therefore, some other mode of justification is absolutely
necessary. The truth of this statement is confirmed by the

inconsistency of the oral law with itself. The great principle
of the oral law is, that the observance of any one of its
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commands, purchases a certain quantity of merit, and that
an accumulation of these merits will, 'at last, constitute a

sufficiency ; but when the solemn season of the New Year and
the Day of Atonement arrives, this sufficiency is found to be

insufficient, and the alarmed conscience eagerly looks round to

find something, that may compensate for the deficiency of
merit. We have already noticed some of the rabbinic in-

ventions for this purpose, and now proceed to consider another,
and that is, the merit of their progenitors. One of the main

props of rabbinic hope is the righteousness of their forefathers,
as may be seen almost on every page of the Jewish Prayer-
book, and as is apparent iu the following extracts :

risen mpsnn -IKS nn
72n r mpjy sbi nmss nnbtp rnpanaa

nv nn npsntz? nnps Kbtri cvns ibbin -IKS

: cvs -pbrrn cnpisa p^isn
" She who was sorrowful when barren, was made to rejoice

with good tidings when ninety years of age ; she then sent

forth shoots that failed not. Kegard the merit of your an-

cestors who were born on this day, and the three barren ones,

who were visited on this day : justify, through their righteous-

ness, those who hope in thee, O Thou, who art tremendous."

(Levi's Prayer for the New Year, p. 61.)
And again

i mprcb mnb bs vo^sn rmpa cv Vn ns
r mpin bs3 -lurb en rmp^b "pa 12 e*B?3

la-rDV oibca b"n snun ^2273 h>DD in*1 isvn
sb IDT

-nnsa r nsin 11

man nsnon bs vbr an^b n.-n: -pro cipi
rra^o n3B7 cn'irnb o-annb -123 n3tt7i-r nD cvna

's-i run V32b -1123; f nauyii&b nvn nis
nvs DD ^3S pnas nv nn
siscb 37

sinb c^Din cvns
pnba n H3siB7 i mpenb na

-IKS ia?n ' riT'pr ntff 712712 D^nan mpwb

"The fearful day of visitation is come, its dread goads
all flesh ; they pNMOt themselves with bended knees ; O may
their repentance be accounted as a burnt-offering. Thou who
hast formed them judgcst all their thoughts : the rich and

poor are all weighed in the balance ;
remember the merit uf
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him who said,
' Shall he not do justice ?

'

O, remember the

tenor of his prayer in judgment. Ere ought was created didst

thou purpose to ordain him the rock from whence the nation

was to spring ; he was as the centre, the support of all

creatures. His wife was on this day endued with youth, to

cause the branch to put forth at ninety years of age ;
she was

appointed as a sign to those who are likened to the rose, who
are to pass before thee in judgment on this New Year's-day.
Her posterity tremble this day ; when they stand before

thy terrible throne ; they utter the voice of prayer this day ;

they assemble to sound the cornet, that they may obtain

redemption. Tfiey depend on her merit to be visited like

her ; their assemblies cry aloud and hasten to enter into

thy doors. They depend on the ashes of him who was bound
as a lamb,* with whom she was visited in the month Tishri."

(Ibid., p. 57.) The offering of Isaac is regarded as particularly
meritorious, and constantly urged as a plea for merit. Thus

mtan -an bs -msn pnir bw ns2 bsnom
bo; ijnTb cvn imps ia

"
Attentively view the ashes of Isaac, heaped upon the

altar ;f and remember this day unto his seed, his being bound
on the altar." (Ibid., p. 81.) And again

TTP -pD2 o^si&a ins rrrr n
: ins us -iE?v:n ara n^ntsma

"
They depend on the righteousness of the first patriarch,

and rest on the merit of the only peculiar Son, and are secure

in the perfection and rectitude of the father of the nation."

(Ibid., p. 105.)
These passages show plainly that, after all, the rabbies felt

their own doctrine of justification by merits very unsafe

ground on which to build their hope of salvation ;
and that

they were glad to flee to merits more adequate, which they
hoped to find in the righteousness of their ancestors. The
modern Jews, who still adopt these prayers, profess to en-

tertain the same hope, and we therefore proceed to inquire,
whether it be built on a better foundation than that which

they are compelled to relinquish. We think that it is not ; for,

in the first place, the saints of old, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,

though we revere them as pious and holy men, were after all

only sinful men like ourselves. They did not, and could not,

save themselves by their own righteousness, and if they did not

save themselves, it is folly to think that they can save us.

* Isaac.

t
"
Alluding to Isaac's being bound

;
and thus considered as if he had been

offered, and Ins body burnt to ashes on the altar." (Levi's note.)
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Abraham, though by the grace of God, the father of the faithful,

was yet in himself so weak in faith, and so distrustful in the

goodness and merc^ of God, as to endeavour to save him-
self from the Egyptian* by means of a deliberate falsehood.

Sarah had so little faith as to laugh within herself at the

promise of God, and then to defend herself by a lie. Isaac

was guilty of similar conduct, and Jacob's sin in deceiving his

brother plainly shows, that he also was a poor sinful creature.

Where then are their superabundant merits, whereby they
are to justify all their posterity? The Word of God says

expressly,

: 1-123 nTrbsb jrr sb BPS JTTDS ma sb ns
" No man can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to

God a ransom for him." (Ps. xlix. 8.) How then are these

three men to redeem all their posterity ? If they have got
merits sufficient to compensate for the unrighteousness of their

cnildren, then they have a ransom ; and then the Word of God,
which says that no man has a ransom, is not true. But if the

words of the Psalm be true, and he is no Jew who thinks

them false, then the patriarchs have no superabundant merits,

and no ransom to offer for their children, and then the hope
built on their righteousness is deceitful, and those that lean on
it will find themselves mistaken in the hour ofjudgment. Nay,
more, they will find themselves accursed for departing from
the Lord. He that trusts in the righteousness of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, to deliver him from the wrath to come, is

evidently trusting in man, and making flesh his arm. If the

merits of the patriarchs can save their children from the wrath
of God, then God is not the Saviour of Israel, but the patri-
archs are Israel's redeemers, and poor mortal men are their

hope and their trust : but the Prophet says,

]E1 TOY-IT "1272 COT) m82 HEO1
' IPS "13371 THS

TT

" Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh

his arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord." (Jer.
xvii. 5.) So far, then, from being secure by trusting in the

righteousness of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, this trust increases

the sinner's guilt, and draws down upon him a double curse.

But it has pleased God himself to argue this question at large
with the Jews, to suppose the case of a righteous father who
has an unrighteous son, and to declare that the son cannot be
saved by the righteousness of the father. In the Prophet
Ezekiel, God says,

" If a man be just, and do that which is

lawful and right
-he is just, he shall surely live, saith the

Lord God. If he beget a son that is a robber, a shedder of

N 3
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olood, and that doeth the like to any of these things, and that

doeth not any of those duties, but even hath eaten upon the

mountains, and defileth his neighbour's wife, hath oppressed the

poor and needy, hath spoiled by violence, hath not restored the

pledge, and hath lifted up his eyes to the idols, hath com-

mitted abomination, hath given forth upon usury,
and hath

taken increase : shall he than live ? he shall not liVe : he hath
done all these abominations : he shall

surely
die

;
his blood

shall be upon him." (Ezek. xviii. 5 13.) Here God sets the

matter at rest, and decides that the righteousness of a father

is of no use to an unrighteous son, and cannot deliver him from

the punishment due to his evil deeds. The doctrine, then, of

justification by the merits of ancestors, is directly opposed to

the plain declaration of God himself, and, therefore, in this case

also the Jewish prayers and the oral law teach error, and
seduce the Jews to their everlasting destruction, by teaching
them to trust in that which can do them no good. It is an
awful and melancholy spectacle to see God's ancient people
thus misled. At this season of the year, the devout amongst
them endeavour to turn to God, fast and pray, and yet neither

the one nor the other is accepted, because they put their trust

in the merits of men, and their heart is turned away from God
their Saviour. The prayers of the synagogue, instead of

drawing down a blessing, only help to accumulate wrath, by
seducing them from the Redeemer of Israel to refuges of lies.

And hence it happens that all the fasts and the prayers of

Israel for these seventeen centuries have been disregarded by
God, and that Israel still continues in captivity. But as every
lie and every error is built upon some truth as its foundation,
it will be well to

inquire
what truth it was that, gave rise to

Jus error of justification by the merits of ancestors ? The prin-

ciple is that the i/m'/fi/ nun/ lie saved by the merits of another

pi'rxnii, ir/ii, is rrilitt-ons : how, then, did this principle become
current among the Jews ? It was certainly not the invention of

human reason, for reason can discover no necessary connexion
between the merits of one righteous man and the pardon of

another who is guilty. The principle does not hold in the ordi-

naryjudicial proceedings of this world: a robber or a murderer is

not and cannot be pardoned because another member of the com-

munity, or of his family, is a good and righteous man. We must
then-fore look elsewhere for the origin of the principle, and we
find it in the revealed will of God. We see it in the appoint-
ment of sacrifice and atonement, according to which a guilty
man was pardoned by the suffering of an innocent animal.
J!c -re i- at once the pnnciple of substitution of the innocent for

the guilty; and human reason, when it once has the substratum,
can easily proceed to erect the superstructure. In the present
case it naturally argued, if the death of one of the brute
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creation could effect so much, how much more would the merits

of a righteous man avail, if such an one could be found ? The
error, then, is not in the principle, but in its application.

According to the Scripture, it is true that the innocent r.iay be
substituted for the guilty ; but the rabbies were wrong in

applying this truth to the case of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and
other men, who were only sinners as themselves. The Word
of God, which gave the principle, also directs us to the right

application. It tells us of one for whose righteousness' sake
the Lord will forgive sin :

rmn TT ip-re isn v-n /n

" The Lord is well pleased for his righteousness' sake ; he
will magnify the law and make it honourable." (Isa. xlii. 21.)

Who, then, is this person ? The preceding verses tell us that

it is the servant of the Lord. Who, then, is the servant of the

Lord ? Kimchi says, on this verso, that the servant of the

Lord is the prophet ;
but tlu's cannot possibly be true, for the

prophet was not righteous, but a sinner, as he himself tells us
in the sixth chapter

" I am a man of unclean lips." The
servant mentioned in the nineteenth verse is the same person
as he who is called " My servant," in the first verse of the

chapter
" Behold my sen'ant, whom I uphold, mine elect, in

whom my soul delighteth : I have put my spirit upon him : he
shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles." But here Kimchi

says,

: laan^Da? ina rnwan fba sin HT

"This is the King Messiah, as we have interpreted." If

then, in the first verse,
" The servant of the Lord" means the

M- --iah, it must mean the same- through the chapter, and the

Messiah is the person for whose righteousness' sake the Lord
is well pleased.

This same prophet tells us again, concerning this servant,

sin crvwrcn trmb nar is

"By his knowledge shall my righteous sen-ant justify manv ;

for he shall bear their iniquities." (Isa. liii. 11.) That tlie

Messiah is here intended no Jew can doubt, who uses the

Synagogue Prayers ;
for on the Day of Atonement and at the

Passover, this chapter is applied to him.* Here, then, it is

expressly stated, that the Messiah, by his righteousness, shall

justify the guilty. And, therefore, the prophet calls the

Messiah i:pi!J JTWT "TiiK LORD OCR RIGHTKOISN

(Jer. xxiii. 6.) That the Messiah is here intended there can

See the Machsor for the Day of Atonement, in . jTCtna 'IC^O W > an^ tot

Uie Passover, in
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be no doubt, for he is described as " the righteous branch "
of

David, and thus all the commentators explain it. In these

three passages, then, of the Word of God, sinners are pointed
to the Messiah 'as their hope and their righteousness. He is

God's righteous servant, and his sufferings and his merits are

all-sufficient to do that which Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob

cannot do. The great mistake of the oral law is to point to

wrong persons, who have no righteousness, and almost totally
to pass bv Him whom God hath set forth as the hope of

sinners. !But it may here be asked, if Messiah be a man, how
can he have merits more than Abraham, or any other of the

children of Adam ? The answer is, that though very man, he
is not a sinful man as we are, neither is he a mere man. If he
were a man like us, he could have no merits, and therefore

could not justify us any more than we could justify him. The
declaration, therefore, that he is the Lord's righteous servant,
and that he is appointed for the justification of sinners,

necessarily implies that he is more than a man, and the title

given him by the Prophet Jeremiah puts this beyond doubt.

Jeremiah calls him by the incommunicable name of God

concerning which God himself says :

: ins Kb -insb mnDi rea? Kin mrr *a

" I am the LORD : that is my name, and my glory will I not

give to another." (Isa. xlii. 8.) If then nW be the name of

God, then that Being who is called by that holy name must be
God. Some of the modern rabbies reply, that this holy name
is also given to the city of Jerusalem, both by Jeremiah and
K/ekiel. But even if we admit this, still this is no answer to

our argument. There is no fear that a city which, however

great or noble, is only a mass of stones and mortar, should be
mistaken for the living God, the Creator of the Universe.

When, therefore, the name of God is attributed to the city,
God's honour is not given to it. But when we are told of the

Messiah, first that he is righteous, secondly that his righteous-
ness is so great as to justify the guilty, and lastly that his

name is mn", " TIIK LOUD our Righteousness ;" that is when
we see that the attributes and the name of God are attributed
to him, then we must conclude either that he is God, or that
God has done what he has declared that he would not do, and

given his honour to another. Righteousness is the attribute of
God alone, and so Daniel says :

: mn CVD train nc-n lai np-nrn rr -?
" O Lord, righteousness bclongeth unto thee, but unto us

confusion of faces, ns at this day. (Dan. ix. 7.) But, in the
above passages, righteousness is said to belong to the Messiah,
and that in such an immeasurable degree as to be sufficient to
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justify the guilty sons of men ;
if then he have this attribute of

God, he must also have the nature of God. Again, another

prophet says, that of God men will say that they have righte-
ousness in him :

mpvj -iss N m TN
"
Surely shall one say, in the Lord have I righteousness and

strength. (Isa. xlv. 24.) And again :

ip-r.r TQ
" In the LORD shall all the seed of Israel be

justified,
and

shall glory." Here it is said that God is our righteousness,
and that in Him we shall be justified ; but in the passages
quoted above, it is said that the Messiah is our Righteousness,
and that in Him we shall be justified; the person then intended

in these different passages must be one and identical. Thus
the difficulties are all removed, and we have one in whose

righteousness we may safely trust, without making ourselves

liable to the curse denounced against those who put their trust

in sinful men. This is the Christian's hope. Many Jews

think, and speak, and argue too, as if .Christians had departed
from the living God aud put their trust in a man ; but that of

which they accuse us, they have done themselves. We have
not departed from the living God. Our hope and trust and
confidence is in 1Dp"T!S mrP, The LORD our Righteousness.
You have departed from the Lord, for in your prayers you say
that your hope and trust is in the merits of sinful men. Our
confidence is based upon the Word of God, and your hope is

taught you by the rabbies, who are fallible men. Your doc-

trine is the doctrine of men, and youi" hope is in the merits of

men. You have, therefore, doubly departed from God, both
from his word and liis righteousness. Our desire is that you
would return to Him, not to us, to his word, and not to ours.

You have no merits more than we have. Your forefathers

have no more than either of us, and the blowing of a ram's

horn is but a poor foundation on which to build our hope of

salvation ;
and yet these arc the things on which your rabbies

have taught you to depend. Examine your prayers, and

compare them with the Word of God, and you will find, that

as long as the Je\s ish nation continues to offer such petitions,
their ciy cannot be heard ; and that if they wish for salvation,

they must forsake their arm of flesh, and return to Him who
was the hope of their fathers.

It was not by his own merits, nor the merits of his fore-

fathers, nor by an)' ceremonial observance, that Abraham was

justified, but by faith in the LORD, mrTS as it is written :

: npts ib rrarm rn
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" And he believed in the LOUD, and it was counted to him
for righteousness." (Gen. xv. 6.) David the King did not

expect to be forgiven and justified on account of Abraham's or

his other ancestors' merits
; neither did he say, Blessed is the

man who puts his trust in the righteousness of the patriarchs,
but

at&rr sb c-rs ne's rrstsn ^DS rss nrca ntr-s

: rpa-i inra psn ps ib 'n

" Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is

covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth
not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile." (Ps. xxxii.

1.) Every one, then, who desires to have this blessing, must
renounce all pretensions to merit, and acknowledge himself

a sinner needing forgiveness ;
and for this forgiveness he must

look not to anything that man has done, or can do, but to the

mercy of God in passing by transgression and sin. And
therefore the Prophet Habakkuk lays it down as a general
rule

: rriv innesa p^-m
" The just shall live by his faith." (Habak. ii. 4.) This is

the Scriptural mode of justification, and this the hope of

Abraham, David, and Habakkuk. "Will the Jews, then, cast

in their lot with their father Abraham, and trust to that way
of justification in which he walked ? or will they refuse to be

justified as he was, and still persist in following the inventions

of men, which are not even consistent with themselves ? If

the oral law pointed out one way of justification, and then con-

sistently
adhered to it, there would at least be an appearance of

reason in following its directions. But it points out two ways
as opposite as east and west. It savs a man may be justified

by his own merits, and then it tells him he is to be justified by
the merits of another. Both cannot possibly be true. It is the

duty, then, of every man earnestly to inquire which is the true

way of Salvation, and to decide, whether he is to be saved

by his own merits, or the merits of his forefathers, or the

merits of " THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS."
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No. XXXVI.

DAY OF ATONEMENT.

THE law and the prophets both abound with plain declara-

tions entirely subversive of the rabbinic doctrine of human
merit. But it has pleased God, besides those plain and

repeated declarations, to ordain a public and solemn act to

instruct even the most ignorant, and to convince the most
obstinate, that by human merit there is no salvation. He
commanded that, once every year, an atonement should be
made by the high-priest, for himself, and for all the people
of every class and degree.

nn;an nsi isna bnw nsi anipn onp ns -1531

: -i23> bnpn m? bs bin DN2mn bsi -123"

" And he shall make an atonement for the holy sanctuary,
and he shall make an atonement for the tabernacle of the con-

gregation, and for the altar; and he shall make an atonement
for the priests and for all the people of the congregation."

(Levit. xvi. 33.) Now this ordinance implies, that all Israel,

the high-priest, the priests, and the people, are all sinners, all

need an atonement; and, therefore, utterly annihilates all idea of

justification by merits. If Israel could have been justified
either by their own merits, or by the merits of their forefathers,

the solemn act of annual atonement would have been super-
fluous. But if this atonement be necessary, and if it were

not, why did God appoint it then there is no room for

the assertion of human merits. But the truth is, as we have

already seen, that the rabbics felt that their doctrine was
insufficient to quiet the awakened conscience, and gladly fled

to any refuge that they could discover ; it is no wonder then

that they have clung with uncommon tenacitv to the shadow
of that hope that was held out in the law of Moses. In spite
of their doctrine of merit, they are glad to have even the appear-
ance of a day of atonement to reconcile them to the Almighty.
It is true they have no high-priest and no sacrifice, yet so

convinced are they of the need of an atonement, that rather

than confess that they have absolutely none, they teach that

repentance and the day itself will atone for all sin :

iab VST c^p anpon rrs rs;s nrn
mesa PT3,wnn nait&n sbs co? 7"s

y" bs son iVes rm^sn
-at caw ib ^TOTO ]

Ns
istmn imD era m baw sb ymn nytzn
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ntn nva "O -ias327 o^wb -)DDa D'nisan DY bo?

" At this time, when there is no temple, and we have no

altar, theie is no atonement but repentance. Repentance
atones for all transgressions, yea, though a man be wicked all

his days, and repent at last, none of his wickedness is men-
tioned to him, for it is said, 'As for the wickedness of the

wicked, he shall not fall thereby, in the day that he turneth

from his wickedness.' (Ezek. xxxiii. 12.) The Day of Atone-

ment itself also atones for them that repent, for it is said,
' For

on that day he shall make an atonement for you.' Lev. xvi.

30." (Hilchoth T'shuvah, c. i. 2.) This is the last refuge of

Jewish hope, and we, therefore, propose to consider, whether
it is a refuge on which a reasonable man may hazard his hope
of salvation ? No man of sense would hazard his life or his

property upon a statement, of which one part contradicted the

other ; and such is the statement which we have just read. It

first tells us, that in this present time " There is no atonement
but repentance," and that "

Repentance atones for all trans-

gressions ;" and yet, immediately after, it adds, that "The Day
of Atonement itself atones for them that repent." Now the

latter assertion contradicts the fonner. If the Day of Atone-

ment, as is here asserted, be necessary to atone for the penitent,
then it is not true, that repentance atones for all sins. But if

repentance atones for all sins, then when a man repents, his sins

arc forgiven, and then the Day of Atonement is not necessary.
There is here, therefore, a palpable contradiction, and it cannot
be safe to trust to a hope at variance with itself. But, secondly,
as the two parts of which this statement is composed, contradict

each other, so each of them is contrary to the law of Moses.
The first of them is, that "

Repentance atones for all tansgres-
aions ;

"
but if so, then the atonement prescribed by Moses is

useless, in fact, it is no atonement at all. Moses says, that the
two goats were appointed by God for the atonement, but here
it is said, that repentance is, in itself, sufficient. If this be true,
if repentance can now atone for sins, without any sacrifice, why
did MOM'S appoint such an useless, and even cruel rite, as the

taking away the lives of poor innocent animals? If repentance
he sufficient novr, it was sufficient always, and then it follows,
that God commanded what was useless. But if the appoint-
ment, the slaying of one goat, and the sending the other, laden
with the sins of the people, into the wilderness, was necessary
formerly to procure forgiveness of sins, it must be equally

-sary now : unless the rabbics will take upon them to

assert, that God is an
arbitrary

and changeable master, who, to

forgive sins, at one time, requires what at another time he does
not require. That the slaying of one goat, and the sending



DAY OF ATONEMENT. 281

away of the other -was once absolutely necessary, no man can

deny. Moses prescribes it so plainly, that if there be one thing
more plain than another, it is this, that when the Jews were in
their own land, repentance was not a sufficient atonement for
sins. Indeed, Kambam himself says :

ay b:> bs -leaa nbnaren TSW
7^ 7*nTa -am? v^ rrmonm mbpn

-i2Dna bsn ib rnn sbo? 7"a ib snntz? 7^
Kb cs ban nawn mow wim nbrwTDn

: mbpn bv sbs V? -ICDS -rri&n 7^ naiwn

" The goat that was sent away atoned for all the trans-

gressions mentioned in the law, whether light or grave.
Whether a man transgressed presumptuously or ignorantly,

consciously or inconsciously, all was atoned for by the goat
that was sent away, if a man repented. But if a man did

not repent, then the goat atoned only 1'or the light offences."

(Hilchoth T'shuvah, ibid.) We do not agree with the whole
of this doctrine, but we cite it to show, that formerly re-

pentance was not a sufficient atonement for sins, but that

besides repentance, the goat, as appointed by God, was also

necessary. And we infer, that as an atonement, besides

repentance, was once necessary, it is necessary still, unless

the rabbies will affirm that God has changed his mind, and

abrogated the law of Moses. If repentance without any
atonement be now sufficient to procure forgiveness of sins,

then, beyond all doubt, the law of Moses is abrogated or

changed. If the law of Moses be not abrogated and not

changed, then repentance alone cannot atone for sins ; and,

therefore, this assertion of the oral law is false.

But the oral law endeavours to prove its assertion, by u

citation from Ezekiel,
" As for the wickedness of the wicked,

he shall not fall thereby in the clay that he turneth from his

wickedness." And it might be further urged, that Ezekiel

here mentions repentance only, and omits all notice of sacrifice

and the Day of Atonement. But the answer is easy. Either

Ezekiel meant, in this declaration, to repeal the law of Moses,
or he did not. If he meant to repeal the law of Moses, then

the law is repealed, and a new way of obtaining forgive-

ness, not taught by Moses, has been introduced, and then

the whole Jewish nation is, on their own showing, palpably
in the wrong in adhering to that which is repealed. But
if he did not mean to repeal the law of Moses, then he made
this assertion with that implied restriction which the law of

Moses required ; that is, he implied the necessity of sacrifice :

and then this passage does not prove what the oral law as-
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serfs. But in every case, this first assertion is contrary to

the law of Moses.

It is, however, evident, that the rabbies themselves were
dissatisfied with their own assertion, for they immediately add
to it a second,

" That the Day of Atonement itself atones for

them that repent, as it is said,
' For on that day he shall make

an atonement for you.'
"

Notwithstanding the confidence of

their assertion about repentance, they did not feel easy without
some appearance of an atonement, and as they had no priest
and uo victim, they say, that the day itself atones, and
endeavour to prove this assertion by a citation from -Moses.

But, unfortunately, this citation entirely overthrows their

assertion. Moses does not say :

: wby 123" ntn cvn
" This day will atone for you," but he says :

run cva
" On that day he (the priest) shall atone for you." Moses
ascribes no virtue whatever to the day itself, but only to the

rites on that day to be observed, and the person by whom
they were performed. Moses prescribes, first, a high-priest ;

secondly, a goat, whose blood was brought into the Holy of

holies
;
and thirdly, a goat to be sent away : so that where

these three are wanting, nay, where any one of the three is

wanting, the conditions prescribed by Moses are not fulfilled,

and there is, therefore, no atonement. Without these three

things the day itself has no virtue, and is nothing different

from the commonest day in the year ;
and now, therefore,

as they are all wanting, Israel has no atonement. The
assertion about the day itself, is a mere invention of the

rabbies, the only value of which is to show how deeply they
felt the insufficiency of repentance, and the necessity of a real

atonement, in order to procure remission of sins.

But the rabbies always betray themselves by adding some-

thing to make up for the
deficiency,

of which they .arc sen-

sible. We have seen this in their assertion about merits,
and so we find it here in their assertion about atonement.

They assert, that " The Day of Atonement itself atones for the

penitent," but in spite of this, they have felt the need of

something more, which would a little better resemble real

sacrificial atonement ; and hence has arisen the custom of

sacrificing a cock on the eve of that solemn day. The following
account of this custom is given in the rnsbtt? nbnp> of which
we have before us an edition published at Breslau, so late as

the year 1 830
; and it is selected, partly on account of its recent

publication, and partly because the directions how to act are

given in Jewish-German, which shows that they are intended
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even for the most illiterate, and that the custom is not confined
to a few speculators, but is general amongst the people :

: ni-!33 -no

* |m |rn p |n

|m 7^ ->H

b

y 'VDS mobsi iU7in "au^T* CIN
pna^ Dn^mioini niabsi firinn

nnb 122 ^ bs ipsn / nin
rsba^T c2Ti I-QT nbty
cw rms 'anb vniwbeai "non

aisb Tanb ^bw ^an "rrw.^ba isba vb37

s2D nnn? n-nn

pii5 mi)D tin 7V ^tt5 nun

biaainn m \n-i33 HT vmsn nt \-iD"bn

a^si-is Q"mia n^nb ibsi oars "asi nn^ab
: c

: ?KM >m M?H |m D"TS S22
|

IVJMI |M wr> 7115 -JUT

" ORDER OF THE ATONEMENTS. On the eve of the Day of

Atonement, the custom is to make atonements. A cock is

taken for a man, and a hen for a woman ; and for a pregnant
woman a hen and also a cock, on account of the cliild. The
father of the family first makes the atonement for himself, for

the high-priest first atoned for himself, then for his family, and
afterwards for all Israel." The order is as follows :

He takes the cock in his hand and sai/s these verses :

" The children of men that sit in darkness and the shadow
of death, being bound in affliction and iron ; he brought them
out of darkness and the shadow of death, and brake then-

bands in sunder. Fools, because of their transgression, and
because of their iniquities, are afflicted. Their soul abhorreth

all manner of meat ; and they draw near unto the gates of

death. Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble ; and he
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saveth them out of their distresses. He sendeth his word, and
healeth them, and delivereth them from their destructions. O,
that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his

wonderful works, to the children of men ? (Psalm cvii.) If

there be for him an angel, an intercessor, one among a thou-

sand, to show unto man his uprightness, then he is gracious
unto him, and saith, Deliver him from going down to the

pit ; I have found a ransom." (Job xxxiii. 23.)

Whilst moving the atonement round his head, he says,

" This is my substitute. This is my commutation. This

cock goeth to death, but may I be gathered and enter into a

long and happy life, and into peace."
"He then begins again at the words,

" The children of men,"
and so he does three times.

Then follow the various alterations that are to be made,
when the atonement is made for a woman or another person,

&c., and is added :

-no

pip p>b V |tt Uttn i3j"

" As soon as one has performed the order of the atonement,
he should lay his hands on it, as the hands used to be laid on
the sacrifices, and immediately after give it to be slaughtered."
This custom, extensively prevalent amongst the Jews, proves

abundantly the infernal dissatisfaction of the Jewish mind
with their own doctrines, and the deeply-rooted conviction of

their heart, that without shedding of blood there is no remis-

sion of sin. If they really believed that repentance, or the Day
of Atonement itself, or almsgiving, or merits, either their own
or their forefathers', atoned for sin, they would never have
devised such a custom as this. But the spirit of the Mosaic
law has taken too deep a hold on the nation to suffer them to

rest satisfied with anything short of actual sacrifice ; and as

they have no high-priest and no altar now, they make a sad
and" desperate attempt to tranquillize the mind with this in-

vention. The custom then, proves, that the rabbinical doctrine

respecting the atoning power of repentance is not believed nor

heartily received, even by the Rabbinists themselves, how,
then, can a Jew hazard his salvation on a doctrine which is

contrary to the law of Moses, and which its professors do not
consider satisfactory ? AVill he rest upon the self-devised sa-

crifice of a cock ? God nowhere promises pardon to this obser-

vance ; and how can any man of sense be satisfied without a
Bure promise of the unchanging and unchangeable Creator ?

This trust is as unsatisfactory as any of those that we have
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already considered. Every one of the rabbinic hopes has

proved unsafe on examination. Personal merit, the merit of

ancestors, the bloving of the ram's horn, repentance, the

present observance of the Day of Atonement, the sacrifice of a

cock, all are either directly opposed to, or unwarranted by, the
Word of God. How, then, is a Jew to obtain pardon for his

sins ? The custom which we have just considered, speaks the
sense of the Jewish nation upon this subject, and plainly
declares, that an atoning sacrifice is the only real hope. It

expresses, in the first place, the heartfelt conviction, that every
human being is guilty and needs an atonement. It prescribes
a victim for man, woman, and child, yea, even for the unborn
babe, thereby teaching that the nature of man is corrupt, and
that the hereditary guilt, even where there is no actual trans-

gression, must be washed away by the blood of atonement.
It expresses, further, the Jewish opinion as to the nature of

sacrifice, that the sins are laid upon the victim, and that the
victim is substituted for the guilty. Nothing can be plainer
than the prescribed formulary,

" This is my substitute. This
is my commutation. This is my atonement." It declares,

further, that he who offers an atonement for another, most
himself be free from guilt, for it requires the father of the

family first to atone for himself, and then for those of his

house. These are the recorded sentiments of the Jewish na-

tion, expressed not only in words, but embodied in a solemn

religious observance on the eve of their most sacred season.

By this act the Jews declare that an atonement by blood is

absolutely necessary. The law of Moses makes the same de-

claration, by the appointment of all the rites for the Day of

Atonement. Is it, then, likely that the God of Israel would
leave his people without that which their hearts desire, and
his law declares to be necessary for salvation ? Judaism says,
Yes. It affirms, by an act repeated every year, that sacrifice

is necessary, and yet confesses, in its solemn prayers, that they
have none. It asserts, therefore, that God has left them with-

out that which is indispensable to procure forgiveness. Chris-

tianity presents a more merciful view of the Divine character.

It does, indeed, acknowledge the necessity of atonement, but

it presents a victim and a high-priest, whose one offering is

sufficient for the sins of the whole world. It says, that God
has left neither his own people nor the Gentiles without the

means of forgiveness, but sent his righteous servant, the

Messiah, to bear our sins in his own body upon the tree. The
Priest after the order of Melchisedek needed no atonement to

take away his own sins first, for he hod none. Born in a

miraculous manner, by the power of God, his humanity in-

herited nothing of the guilt of Adam, and as the Lord our

Righteousness, he could contract no taint of sin. He is, there*

c
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fore, every way qualified to make an atonement for us all.

Our Christian hope, therefore, is not in a cock, the sacrifice of

which God never commanded, but in that great atonement
which He appointed. Our faith, our hope, our trust, are all

built upon God's promise, and cannot be better expressed than

in his most holy words :

lavnawa KD-TE> wsajsa bbina
: lab ssna irrarm vbs

" But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities : the chastisement of our peace
was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed."

It cannot, therefore, be said, that we Christians rest our

hope upon an invention of our own. Our hope rests, not

upon the dictates of our priests or rabbies, but upon the

words which God himself spake by the mouth of his pro-

phet. We can, therefore, confidently appeal to the Jews
themselves to decide, which of the two hopes is the most
reasonable. Both agreeing that an atonement, by the

shedding of blood, is necessary for the remission of sins,

Rabbinism tells its disciples to trust to a species of sacrifice

nowhere mentioned in the Word of God. Christianity tells

us to trust in the sacrifice of that great Redeemer, for whose
salvation Jacob waited, whose atonement the Mosaic rites

prefigured, and the Jewish prophets predicted. Their hope
rests upon the unwarranted words of men

; ours is built

upon the Word of the living God, and is involuntarily con-

firmed by the rabbies themselves in the very custom which
we have just considered. Even the nature of the victim is

pointed out in the selection of the animal. 133 (gever)

signifies both " a man " and " a cock," and thereby signifies,
that a righteous man must be the sinful man's substitute :

and so some of the rabbies say, that this animal,
" a cock,"

was selected,

naaa inn mion -na ^ww ?YO
"
Because, as its name signifies

' a man,' there is a sub-
stitution of a man for man." (Orach Chaiim, 605.) The
principles exactly agree, but

Christianity
is directed in their

application by the Word of God, to Him who is, indeed,

very man, but also THE LORD OUK RIGHTEOUSNESS,
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FEAST OF TABERNACLES.

THE progress of the year brings with it again that season,
in which God commanded his people to observe THE FEAST
OF TABERNACLES ; and the constancy with which Israelites

in every part of the world still observe the rites and cus-

toms handed down by their forefathers, necessarily com-
mands respect and admiration. "When we remember the

many centuries during which their dispersion has continued,
the universal oppression which they have been compelled
to suffer, and the unmerited contempt with which they have
had to contend, we cannot but honour the strength of moral

courage which they have displayed, in thus observing and

handing down to their children a religion, which has been
the cause of their misfortunes. But this very constancy, and
the respect which it begets, naturally leads us to inquire
whether the religious system itself be true, and, therefore,

worthy of that fidelity with which it has been preserved ;

and, above all, whether this constancy is such as at the last

great day to meet the approbation of Him who judgeth not as

man judgeth. The professors of this system think, of course,
that it is, and that by observing these rites and ceremonies,

they are keeping the commands of God, and thereby ensuring
his favour ;

and with regard to the observance of the Feast
of Tabernacles in particular, they are taught to believe that

they alone are so important, as at the day of judgment, to

prove Israel's obedience, and the disobedience of the other

nations. We will first state the doctrines of modern Judaism
on this subject, and then examine whether they be well

founded. In the Synagogue Prayers for this feast we find

it stated, that the construction of a tabernacle according to

rabbinic prescription, is a work of merit :

nrnns nbioa rzns bs mow 3mw nain
v rnatb ns

" It must be four cubits long, and four cubits broad : but

if it be less, it is profane ; that it may render the people of

Israel meritorious. (P. 116.) And* a little lower down,
after describing the feast in Paradise on the salted Levia-

than and Behemoth, it adds, that this one precept will form

the last trial vouchsafed to the Gentiles, and that their un-

willingness to keep it will prove the cause of their final

condemnation :

rnewn
09
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na"pai lab ?n -pfmsa -no < 7^
nan piB7 ro s\s < nsrrazi i cs 7-1:3731

naiana cnb srau^ naicsn bs BDITT
i Ems > rrbsan nsiD un-TD r rraiap msa
msnh D"bb!J r rrbsa ipmn b > rrbs bsn
nrrbrm f iambi cn >ib37 nmp nam iis37

<

nan^aa nb^s^ < na^n Dn^b37 -psar* anip
nainnnn namaa > na^m

" All nations will come to be judged in the presence of Him
who sitteth upon the throne of judgment ;

in righteousness
will he judge us. The nations will then say, Give us the
order of thy precepts, and we will perform them, that we
may be equal with those in happiness, O Thou, who art

great in power, dwelling on high. The Most High, who
judgeth all in truth, will cause them to hear, and under-
stand his words, saying, I have one small precept ; its name,
tabernacle, and its ordinations : four sides, and a shade over
it : fail ye not to observe it. They then will make the sha-

dowy booths to abide under, but the sun will shine so hot as

nearly to burn them, when they will spurn at it with their feet.

The Holy One will then pour out his wrath upon them, and
cast them into gehinnom [hell] without mercy, into the
lowest part with confusion." (Ibid.) This extraordinary
account of the day of judgment, and the condemnation of
the Gentiles, has been adopted from the Talmud, where it is

given at great length, and all the particulars fully detailed.

To give the whole would occupy too much of our space ;

but as parts of it are necessary to the full consideration of
this subject, we give the following extracts :

ip-rn min -120 rr'npn tona siab -pnsb
rotp bi^i mi:^ m posu? ^a bs

ba -icsaip waia-ren nbisn mow rw::n

3Qb loaan bw rvapn cnb -IBM , -nrr

naisi nais b
" In the time to come, the Holy One, blessed be He, will

bring a roll of the law in his bosom, and say, Let every
one, who has occupied himself herein, come and receive his
reward. Immediately the nations of the world will gather
themselves together, and come in promiscuous crowds, as it

is said, 'Let all the nations be gathered together.' (Isaiah
xliii. 9.) The Holy One, blessed be He, will then say, Come
not before me promiscuously, but let each nation come by
it*elf along with its learned men." Then follows an account
of the appearance of each nation, and of the vain atfcuinpts
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which they make to justify their conduct. After which the
narrative thus proceeds :

72-n nib2p27 bt-nar nbi37 b27 1312-1 vasb tmais
ns la^p:? cn2 1-373 "3S n"2pn cnb -las ma^p
2S 27" cib2 cbi37 bs7 I3i2"i vasb c^Bis minn
nnb ins bs-)27^ --1122 -32 2*^21 132 by TSSS?
minn ns wpa? cn2 -ITSP V"'1 ^-^ n-2pn

asb cmais , nbi2
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" The Gentiles vrill then say before him, O Lord of the

world, the Israelites received the law, but how did they keep
O
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it? The Holy One, blessed be He, will reply, I bear them
witness that they have kept the law. The Gentiles will say,

Lord of the world, is it fair that a Father should be a

witness for his children ? For it is written,
' Israel is my son,

even my first-born.' (Exod. iv. 22.) The Holy One, blessed

be He, will then say to them, Let the heaven and the earth

bear witness to them, that they have kept the whole law. The
Gentiles will answer, O Lord of the world, the heavens and
the earth are interested witnesses, for it is said,

' If my cove-

nant be not with day and night, and if I have not appointed
the ordinances of heaven and the earth.' (Jer. xxxiii. 25.)
R. Simon Ben Lakish says, What is the meaning of the words
' And it was evening and it was morning, the sixth day ?

'

They show us that the Holy and Blessed One, made a condi-

tion with the creation, and said, If Israel will receive my law,
all is well ; but if not, then I will turn you back into chaos.

Hezekiah also teaches fhis same truth, saying, What is the

meaning of the words,
' Thou didst cause judgment to be heard

from heaven ; the earth feared, and was still ?
'

(Ps. Ixxvi. 9,

Eng. 8.) If it feared, how could it be still ; and if it was still,

how could it fear? The answer is, at first it feared [that
Israel would not receive the law, and it should be turned into

chaos] ; but afterwards it was still. God will then say to the

Gentiles, Then let some of yourselves come, and bear witness

to Israel that they have kept the whole law. Nimrod shall

then come forth and testify of Abraham that he did not
commit idolatry. Laban shall come forth and testify of Jacob
that he was not suspected of dishonesty. Potiphar's wife shall

come forth and testify of Joseph that he was not suspected
of the transgression. Nebuchadnezzar shall come forth and

testify of Hannaniah, Mishael, and Azariah, that they would
not worship the image. Darius shall come and testify of

Daniel that he did not neglect prayer. Bildad the Shuhite,
and Zophar the Naamathite, and Eliphaz the Temanite, and
Elihu the son of Beracheel, shall come forth and testify of
Israel that they have kept the whole law, as it is said,

' Let
them brinw forth their witnesses, that they may be justified.'

(Isaiah xlui. 9.) The Gentiles will then say, Lord of the

world, give us the law from the beginning, and we will do it.

To this the Holy One will reply, O fools, he that works on the
eve of the Sabbath shall eat on the Sabbath. He that will not

work^
on the Sabbath eve, from whence should he eat on the

the Sabbath? Nevertheless, I have one easy commandment,
Tabernacle is its name, go, therefore, and do it. But how is it

possible to affirm that God will do this, when R. Joshua, the
son of Levi, says, What is the meaning of the words,

' Which
1 command thee this day ?

' And
says, the meaning is, they

are to be observed to-day [i.e., in this world], and not to-
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morrow [i.e., in the world to come].* To-day they are to b*
observed

; but the reward is not to be received to-day. The
answer is, that God does not deal with his creatures in a ty-
rannical manner. But why is this called an easy command-
ment? Because it is not attended with any pecuniary loss.

Immediately every one of the Gentiles will hasten away, and
make a tabernacle on the roof of his house. But the Holy
One, blessed be He, will cause the sun to pierce them with an

extraordinary heat at that season, and then every one of them
will kick down his tabernacle and go forth," &c. (Avodah
Zarah, fol. 2, 3.) Such is the doctrine of the Talmud, adopted,
and therefore scaled with the most solemn sanction, by the

public worship of the synagogue. In the first place it is

perfectly false ; it has not even the merit of plausibility. It is

only astonishing how an imagination so absurd should ever
have found its way into the prayers of Israel ; and stranger
still that the Jews of England should suffer such a foul blot

still to remain on their public services. It certainly represents
Judaism in the most unfavourable point of view, as a religion
of the grossest and most inconsistent superstition ; and proves,

beyond all controversy, first, that the synagogue receives, as of

divine authority, even the fables of the Talmud ; and, secondly,
that the authors of the oral law, who could either invent or

believe so absurd a statement, cannot be depended upon as

faithful transmitters of the religion of the prophets.
Further, it totally misrepresents the character of God. It

describes Him, first, as bearing witness to the obedience of

Israel, whilst in His Word he bears constant testimony to their

disobedience. Here he is represented also as calling upon
heaven and earth to attest their innocence and righteousness,
whilst in His Word he calls upon them to be the witnesses of

their rebellion. "
Hear, O heavens ; and give ear, O earth ; for

the Lord hath spoken : I have nourished and brought up chil-

dren, and they have rebelled against me." (Isaiah i. 2.) And

again,
" Be astonished, O ye heavens, at this, and be horribly

afraid, be ye very desolate, saith the Lord. For my people
have committed two evils ; they have forsaken me, the fountain

of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns,

that can hold no water." (Jer. ii. 12.) These passages of the

word of God are directly opposed to the above statement of the

oral law. But further, it misrepresents the Divine Being as

an unmerciful and unjust judge, who pretends to give the

guilty Gentiles another and easy trial by giving them the

commandment respecting the tabernacles, and then employs
his omnipotence so to plague them with the heat of the sun, as

to render it impossible for them to yield obedience. Such a
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representation is altogether unworthy of the Judge of all the

earth, who will deal justly by the Gentiles as well as the

Jews.
But besides misrepresenting the divine character, it misleads

the unlearned and superstitious to believe that, at the day of

judgment, God will not render to every man according to his

deeds, but will pass by their sins and their impenitence, if

only they be Israelites. It thei'efore begets a false confidence,
and is eminently calculated to lull men asleep in their sins.

The man who believes this fable of the Gentiles bearing wit-

ness to the righteousness of Abraham, Joseph, Daniel, &c., and
thinks that this is sufficient for his acquittal at the bar of judg-
ment, can have no motive for personal repentance or righ-
teousness. Neither does this fable tend to produce good will

and respect towards his Gentile fellow-sinners. Few men will

elevate themselves above their notions of the Deity. When,
then, the Rabbinists see that, according to the oral law, God
treats the Gentiles with injustice and cruelty, is it natural to

suppose that he will treat them differently ? This and similar

passages well merit the serious consideration of all influential

Israelites. It is imperative upon all such to determine, whether
such passages of their prayers and their law are of divine

authority or not ; and if they are convinced of their falsehood,
to use their unceasing exertions to expunge them from their

religious system. As long as they exist, and are publicly read
in the synagogue, men can only come to one conclusion, and
that is, that the characteristics of the Rabbinical religion are

superstition and uncharitableness. Nothing but a public protest

against the error, and an erasure from the prayer-book, will

satisfy the mind, or wipe away the reproach from Israel. The
private professions of individuals can be of no avail in this

matter. Men will go to the authorized books, especially to the

prayer-book of every class of religionist, in order to judge of
his principles ; and no one will believe that any man can be so
careless or so presumptuous as to address the Divine Being in
the language of acknowledged falsehood. But above all, let

every Jew compare this account of the day of judgment with
that contained m our Christian books. Judaism teaches that
at that great day God will appear as a partial and cruel judge.
Christianity gives us the following account of the same
period :

" When the Son of man shall come in his glory
and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon
the throne of his glory; and before him shall be gathered
all nations and he shall separate them one from another,
as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: and he
shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the
left. Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand,
Come, yo blessed of my father, inherit the kingdom prepared for



FEAST OF TABERNACLES. 293

yon from the foundation of the world : for I was an hungred,
und ye gave me meat : I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I

was a stranger, and ye took me in : naked, and ye clothed me : I

was sick, and ye visited me : I was in prison, and ye came unto
me. Then shall the righteous answer and say, Lord, when saw
we thee an hungred, and fed thce ? or thirsty, and gave thee
drink ? when saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in ? or

naked, and clothed thee ? or when saw we thee sick, and in

prison, and came unto thee ? And the King shall answer and

say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have
done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have
done it unto me. Then shall he say also unto them on the left

hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared
for the devil and his angels : for I was an hungred, and ye gave
me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: I was
a stranger, and ye took me not in : naked, and ye clothed me
not : sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. Then shall

they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an

hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in

prison, and did not minister unto thee ? Then shall he answer

them, saying, Verily I say unto
you,

Inasmuch as ye did it not
to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me. And these shall

go away into everlasting punishment : but the righteous into

life eternal." (Matt. xxv. 31 46.) Such is the view which

Christianity sets before us of the day of judgment, and the

principles according to which that judgment shall be conducted.

You will observe that the whole account is essentially different

from that given by the Talmud. In the first place it represents
God as a just Judge, altogether overlooking nationality; taking
no notice of the temporary distinctions of Jew and Gentile :

but fixing his eyes on the eternal features of moral character,

and according to these fixing the eternal destinies of each

individual. In the second place it tends to promote good will

and charity between man and man, for it represents charity or

the want of charity as the main points of inquiry, and the

distinctions according to which the eternal portion of each is

assigned. We ask, then, every impartial and candid Jew to

tell us, which of these two accounts are most worthy of the

great God whom we worship ? We Christians believe that the

synagogue-worshippers are in error, and they again think us in

error ; but we have now before us the doctrines of the two

systems on the most important point in all theology the

principle of final judgment ; by their respective statements,

then, on this subject let each system be judged. Judaism says,
that one class of men is to be saved by the partiality of the

Judge, and the other class condemned simply because they are

Gentiles. Christianity says, that all men shall be tried impar-

tially by one rule, and that neither prepossession nor prejudice,

C3
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but justice alone, shall influence the decision. Which, then,
Judaism or Christianity, is most agreeable to the character of

Him of whom the Psalmist says,
" He coineth to

judge
the

earth : with righteousness shall he judge the world, and the

nations with equity ?
"

We are sure that the good sense of the Jewish nation must
decide, that the impartial j ustice of the New Testament-repre-
sentation is most in accordance with the spirit of the law and
the prophets. Nay, we believe that every devout and thinking
Israelite will feel that the Talmudic picture of God's judgment
misrepresents the God of Israel as much as any graven image
ever deified by heathen idolaters. To suppose that God would
make a mock overture of mercy, or offer a mock trial to any of

his creatures, is to strip him of the attributes of Deity, and
to exhibit a blind and senseless bigot as the object of Israel's

worship. A statement so abhorrent even from human reason,
and so inconsistent with the Word of God, proves that its

authors were not moved by the Spirit, and that the religion of

which it forms a part cannot be divine. But here, as in many
cases which we have already pointed out, the New Testament
avoids the error of the Talmud, and teaches the doctrine

conformable to the law, and in accordance with right reason.

Let the advocates of the oral law explain the fact.

But this Talmudic representation of the day of judgment is

not only opposed to reason and Scripture, but also seems to

contradict other statements of the oral law. Here the Gentiles

appear to be marked out for destruction ; whereas, we are told

elsewhere, that the pious of the nations of the world are to have
a part in the world to come : and that obedience to the seven

commandments of the sons of Noah, is all that is required from
a Gentile. If this be true, what need is there of giving them
the command to keep the Feast of Tabernacles ? But, above

all, if they are to be cast down into the lowest hell, as the

Prayer-book says, how can they have a part of the blessings of

the world to come ? It is at the very least, the duty of those
who advocate the oral law, to explain this matter to us Gentiles.

We cannot persuade ourselves that a religion, which makes so

little provision for the eternal welfare of the great bulk of the

human race, can possibly proceed from Him who is the God
of the spirits of all flesh, the Creator and Preserver of all man-
kind. Living daily by his bounty, and receiving all we have
at his most gracious hands we believe that if he makes such

provision for our bodies, He has made still more for our im-
mortal spirits ; and therefore, amongst other reasons, we be-

lieve in Christianity ; for if it be not true, there is no spiritual

provision for the Gentiles, and God has left the majority
of his

rational creatures without any proof of his paternal anectioa.
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To the fool, who hath said in his heart, There is no God it

is a matter of little consequence, whether the religion of his

forefathers afford a reasonable ground of hope or not. He may
therefore consistently neglect all inquiry into the nature and
evidences of that religion in which he happened to be born.
He does not believe in it, whatever it may be, and such an

inquiry could have no interest for him. Not so with the Jew
or the Christian, who honestly believes, as he has been taught,
that there is, in another world, an abode of bliss, and another
of woe. His earnest desire must be to know how he may attain

to the one and escape the other ; and if his religion does not
afford him a hope, a reasonable, well-grounded hope of salvation,
it is not worth the having. We say a reasonable hope, for as it

has pleased God to endow us with reason and understanding,
and to give us his "Word to guide our reason, no other hope
can or ought to satisfy us. In examining, then, the modern
Jewish religion, one great test of its value is, whether it affords

a hope on which a reasonable man can rely, and upon which he
can hazard his eternal welfare. We think not, and we have

already given some reasons for this opinion. The inconsistency
and contradictory nature of the rabbinic doctrines respecting

justification and atonement appear to us so glaring as to destroy
all confidence in the hope which they propose : and the custom,
which prevails at this and other festivals, of praying for the

dead, proves, beyond a doubt, that the rabbinic hope is a
mere delusion. Amongst the prayers of the Feast of Taber-

nacles, we find the following declaration and prayer :

vrros mores -vatnb bs-w ms-iana
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"It is customary among^ the dispersions of Israel, to make
mention of the souls of their departed parents, &c., on the day
of atonement, and the ultimate days of the three festivals ; and

to offer prayers for the repose of their souls.

"
May God remember tlic soul of my honoured father, A. B.,
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who is gone to his repose ; for that I now solemnly vow charity
for his sake ;

in reward of this, may his soul be bound up in

the bundle of life, with the souls of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ;

Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel, and Leah, with the rest of the righ-
teous males and females that are in Paradise; and let us say,
Amen."

" May God remember the soul of my honoured mother," &c.

(Prayer for the Feast of Tabernacles, p. 156.) Now this custom
and this prayer show that the Jews themselves do not believe

in their own doctrines, nor put any trust in the hopes held out

by the oral law ;
for if they did, they would never observe this

custom nor offer this prayer. If they believed that their de-

parted parents were already safe that their merits, or the

merits of their ancestors, or the Day of Atonement, &c., had

procured for them pardon and eternal life, why should they
offer alms, and pray that God woxild accept the alms as a ransom
for the deceased ? The fact of making such a vow and offering
such a prayer proves, that the Rabbinical Jew has no ground
for believing in the salvation of even his own father and mother;
that on the contrary his belief is, that they have not been bound

up in the bundle of life, and that they are not in paradise with
Abraham and the other saints ;

but that they are in some other

place, whence he hopes, by his prayer and his almsgiving, to

ransom them. Here, then, we see that the rabbinical hope is

a mere delusion. After all his fasting and ceremonial obser-

vances, he has no hope after death of going to the mansions of

the blessed. His sad prospect is, that when he goes hence, he
must go to the place of punishment, and there abide until the

prayers and almsgiving of his children purchase his liberation.

According, then, to this doctrine, eveiy Jew and Jewess dies

without pardon, for if they were pardoned, they would not go
to the place of punishment, and if they did not go to the place
of punishment, there would be no necessity to offer alms in

order to deliver their souls. So then, after all the pretensions
and promises of the rabbies, they here fairly confess that all the

hopes which they have held out are a mere lie and a delusion ;

that none of their observances can deliver the soul, and that
even after the dread hour of death, the survivors have still to

undertake the work of saving the deceased.
This inference follows inevitably from the custom and the

prayer which we have just considered
; but it does not rest

solely on these. The oral law furnishes other adequate proof,
that the Jewish survivors of a departed parent do not believe
that he is safe, and that therefore a dying Jew can have no hope
of his own salvation ; for it requires the surviving son to repeat
a certain prayer for his departed parent, and that for many
months, in order to procure his release, as we read in the Joreh
Uea/n
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" Therefore the custom is for twelve months to repeat the

prayer called Kaddish, and also to read the lesson in the pro-

phets, and to pray the evening-prayer at the going out of the

Sabbath, for that is the hour when the souls return to hell ;

but when the son prays and sanctifies in public, he redeems his

father and his mother from hell." (376.) Now every child

who observes this custom, makes a public confession, that his

deceased parent is not enjoying the bliss of paradise, but

suffering the torments of hell. This is but a poor hope for a
child respecting his parent, the very utmost limit of which is,

that he is not one of the notoriously wicked, and that he may
perhaps, by his prayers, get him out of the place of torment.

But if he believes in the oral law, he must be convinced that

his father or mother, with all their exertions, and notwith-

standing the merits of their forefathers, and the benefits of the

])ay of Atonement, died in sin, sunk into perdition, and that

he must now undertake the work of their salvation. The dying
Jew, therefore, has no hope when he dies of being admitted to

a state of happiness ;
he cannot die with the peace of one who

knows that his sins are forgiven, but must look forward with
horror to at least eleven dreary months of punishment in the

abodes of the damned. The doctrine of the Talmud is, that

those who die in communion with the synagogue, or who have
never been Jews, are punished for twelve months, but that

Jewish heretics and apostates are doomed to eternal punishment.
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" Israelites who sin with their body, and also Gentiles, descend

into hell, and are judged there for twelve months. After the

twelve months their body is consumed and their soul is burnt,

and the wind scatters them under the soles of the feet of the

righteous, as it is said,
' Ye shall tread down the wicked, for

O 3
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they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet.' (Mai. iv. 3.)

But heretics, and informers, and Epicureans, who have denied

the law or the resurrection of the dead, or who have separated
from the customs of the congregation, or who have caused their

fear in the land of the living, who have sinned, or caused many
to sin, as Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, all such go down to hell

and are judged for ever." (Rosh Hashanah, fol. 17. 1
.)

Accord-

ing to this, the dying Israelite ought to expect twelve months
of torment, and his surviving son ought to repeat the prescribed

prayer for twelve months ;
but the rabbies have commanded

that the prayer should be repeated only for eleven months, to

intimate that the deceased was not so wicked as to be obliged
to remain all the time of torment :

cronn N'"1

p-i nbcm

" The custom is, not to say Kaddish more than eleven

months, so as not to cast a reproach on the character of the

deceased father and mother as if they were wicked, for twelve

months are the term appointed for the wicked." (Joreh Deah,

376.) From this it is clear that a dying Jew's expectation
must be to endure the torments of hell for at least eleven

months ;
and when he is dead, his son confesses, in the most

public manner, and the appointed prayers of the synagogue
confess, of every departed Jew, that he died in sin, and was
not worthy to enter into the bliss of paradise ; and express,
moreover, their conviction that his portion is actually with the

damned. Thus it is evident that Judaism holds out no hope of

the forgiveness of sins, and that all its prescribed observances
are of no avail in the hour of need. A Jew's sad contemplation
on his death is, then, that he is going down to hell, and his

hope of liberation is based upon the prayers of his son, or upon
the fact of his being an Israelite. But is this a reasonable

ground of hope? No hope of salvation can be reasonable
which is not built upon a plain promise of God. Our reason
can tell us nothing about either heaven or hell ; and therefore
no speculations of our own can satisfy us respecting either one
or the other. The only satisfactory testimony can come from
God's revealed will

; but in the whole volume of the Old
Testament, there is not one promise declaring that an Israelite

ihall be delivered from hell after twelve months' punishment,
or that the son's public prayers in the synagogue shall deliver
the father. This is all the mere invention of the rabbies, with-
out the least warrant from the Word of God. It is, therefore,
not a hope on which any reasonable man can rest in peace.
The earn of the whole matter is, that every Jew expects to go



PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD. 299

to hell, and that ho has no promise of God to assure him that
he shall be redeemed thence. Judaism is not, therefore, a

religion which affords a rational hope of salvation. In assert-

ing that every Israelite must go down to hell, it teaches that sin

is not forgiven by God, but must be atoned for by the personal

suffering of the offender ; and that happiness cannot be enjoyed
until personal satisfaction has been yielded by twelve months'
torments. Now if this principle were true, there could be no
salvation at all. Sin, as being an offence against an infinite

Being, is infinite in magnitude, and therefore, requires infinite

punishment. The justice of God is also infinite, and requires
an infinite satisfaction ; so that if this satisfaction is to be
rendered by the personal suffering of the offender, that suffer-

ing must be infinite, that is, it must endure for ever and ever,
and thus salvation is altogether out of the question. The Jew-
ish hope is, therefore, unwarranted by Scripture, and contrary
to reason, and, we may add, inconsistent with itself. In the

custom and doctrine which we have just considered, a dying
Jew is taught to hope that he shall be delivered from that

place of torment, whither he is going, either on account of his

son's prayers, or on account of his Jewish origin. But on his

death-bed he is taught to believe that his death will be on
atonement for his sins, for in his dying confession, these words
are put into his mouth :

wvn snn i mnb vmpa nv rwp DSI
hobi VTttiw bsVi WISER

: *nvn DVD
" But if the time of my visitation to death be near, O let my

death be an expiation for all my sins, iniquities, and trans-

gressions, wherein I have sinned, offended, and transgressed

against thee, from the day of my existence." These two
doctrines are plainly contrary the one to the other. If death

be an atonement for all sins, then, when it is once suffered, all

these sins are forgiven, and there is no need of further punish-
ment in hell for twelve months. But if this further punish-
ment be inflicted, then the death of the individual is not an
atonement for his sins. The Jew may choose which of these

hopes he pleases ; but whichever he may assert to be true, the

other is necessarily false ; and if one be false, then the oral law
teaches falsehood, and cannot be depended upon with respect to

the other. There is, then, in these two statements, a glaring

inconsistency, which makes them both suspicious in themselves :

and the Word of God is as opposed to this last statement, as to

the former. The Bible represents death as a consequence and

punishment of Adam's sin, not as an atonement : and hence it

id that infants die, who have never committed actual sin, and
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do not need an atonement on that account. Death is, therefore,

a punishment, and that which is a punishment can never be

an atonement. The dying Jew, then, if he be a reasonable

man, has no hope that can yield him peace and consolation

in that solemn hour. He prays that his death may atone for

his sins, and yet believes the very contrary that he is going
down to the place of the damned, and that his son will have to

undertake the work of his redemption. How any thoughtful
man, especially how any Israelite who has read the Law and
the Prophets, can be content with such a religion, we cannot

comprehend. The very essence of religion, the very considera-

tion that gives it any value, is the comfort which it affords to

the departing sinner. If it cannot soothe, support, and comfort
him in the hour of death, it is not worth the having. The
Christian faith is very different, and, in our opinion, far more
in accordance with the Old Testament. We believe, in the first

place, that there is a full and perfect pardon for all sins by the

atonement of the Messiah, so that the sinner who dies in

repentance and faith, is delivered from all punishment and
other consequences of sin, and enters at once into the abodes of

the blessed, there to await the morning of the resurrection.

The Old Testament promised that Messiah should bear our
sins. The New Testament tells us that He has borne them,
and that therefore we can " now be justified from all things
from which we could not be justified by the law of Moses."

(Acts xiii. 38, 39.) It tells us that " God made Him to be sin

for us, who knew no sin ; that we might be made the righteous-
ness of God in him" (2 Cor. v. 21) ; and " that if any man sin,

we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus, the Messiah, the

Righteous ; and he is the propitiation for our sins : and not for

ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world." (1 John ii.

1, 2.) We believe, therefore, that Messiah has borne all that
we ought to have borne, as the prophet says

: iab ss-ia irmnrui vbs
" The chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with

his stripes we are healed," (Isaiah liii. 5,) and that now
we are delivered. There is no twelvemonth of torment

awaiting those whom Messiah has redeemed, neither do we
trust in our own death as a possible atonement. Our hope
is firmly fixed, and, therefore, though sinners, we can die
in peace, resting on the salvation which God himself has

wrought, in no fear of the torments of the damned, but

humbly expecting, for the Messkh's sake, to be admitted
into the mansions of the blessed. Resting on this hope, the
Christian can say, "To me to live is Christ, and to die is

gain." (Philip, i. 21.) He can look forward from death
to the glorious consummation, as St. Paul did, who, when
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the hour of his martyrdom approached, was enabled to say,
" I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure
is at hand. I have fought a good fight ;

I have finished

my course ;
I have kept the faith : henceforth there is laid

up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the

righteous Judge, shall give me at that day ; and not to me
only, but unto all them also that love his appearing." The
Christian expects after death not to spend twelve dreary
months in hell,

" For we know that if our earthly house
of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of

God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon
with, our house which is from heaven : if so be, that being
clothed, we shall not be found naked. For we that are in

this tabernacle do groan, being burdened : not for that we
would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might
be swallowed up of life." (2 Cor. v. 1 4.) Such is the

hope which Christianity holds out, and it is hardly necessary
to prove that it is more satisfactory, and more calculated to

convey peace to the conscience of a dying believer, than the

dread prospect, of twelve months' sojourn in the place of

torment. This in itself proves, that Christianity is greatly

superior to Judaism, and even affords a presumption that

Christianity is true. Reason tells us, that if God has given a
revelation at all, that revelation must contain the way of ob-

taining pardon for sins, and be able to administer consolation

to the dying. In this respect Judaism fails. It promises for-

giveness and justification to a thousand ceremonial observances,
but in the hour of man's extremity, it tells him that there is

no way of pardon, but that he must go down into torment,
and expiate his sins by actual suffering. This system can-

not, therefore, be of God. Christianity, on the contrary, has
the first great essential in religion ; it informs man how he
can obtain forgiveness, and tells him how to die in peace ;

and the system of pardon and consolation which it proposes,
is in exact accordance with the doctrine of Moses and the

prophets. Moses promises pardon to an atoning sacrifice.

Isaiah says, that Messiah is to be the true atonement ;

and Christianity rests upon these two principles. The Jew
himself must admit, that our hope has at least a strong

appearance of truth, and that we have the letter of the Old
Testament in our favour. We have, therefore, more reason

to trust to Christianity, than he has for resting on Judaism,
which has not even a semblance of proof, and is as far

from the letter as from the spirit of the Old Testament.

We would earnestly request of every Jew to consider what
is his hope in death, and what is his prospect after it ? Can
he be content with that which Judaism offers ? Can he be
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happy in the prospect of twelve months' torment ? Or, can

the repetition of Kaddish afford him any hope of liberation

from that place, whither his sins have brought him ?

He cannot pretend to have any warrant from Scripture.
Where does Moses tell a Jewish child to say Kaddish for his

deceased parent, or that the saying of it will deliver the soul

from the grasp of Divine justice ? And reason does not offer a

greater measure of consolation. Reason says plainly, either

that the deceased is guilty or not guilty ; either, therefore,

justice demands that he should be punished or delivered. In

the one case the prayer is unavailing, in the other unnecessary.
Reason says that God either pardons or punishes; but that

there is no middle way. Judaism then offers a hope equally
unwarranted by reason and Scripture, and thus, forsaking a

poor sinner in the hour of his extremity, is not worthy of

the profession of any one who uses his reason, or reveres the

Word of God.

No. XXXIX.

ALMSGIVING.

THE
object

of our late numbers has been to point out
the inconsistency and precariousness of the various hopes,
which the oral law holds out to its advocates, and the con-

sequent inadequacy of a religion which leaves its professors
without a reasonable hope of eternal happiness. In the
course of our observations, the subject of almsgiving twice

presented itself prominently to our notice ; first, as a means
of compensating for the sins and omissions of the past year ;

and secondly, as a means of promoting the repose of departed
souls ; from which it appears that the oral law considers this

duty as most important and beneficial both to the living and
the dead. The object of the present paper shall therefore

be, to inquire into the rabbinic doctrine of almsgiving, and
to compare it with the law and the prophets. The duty
and extent of almsgiving are thus defined :

nn ^3 bsntzr ^sb np-re ^rvb nws msn -

nno -lassie i naiz?a irmn T nrrn ns "osb >is-m?

-a 12 nptnm -iaai , ib -j-p ns nnen
rwnn bai < ivy -pns YTJ
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np-ns ib jna Nbi laaa va^ n^bsm
cpn sbi -p2b ns

nns "am non^a? na "s ; ]V2sn -pnso TT nM
cs vn DsD3a rras ib p cs i ib irvb miao

VBH / B7\sb rims vs^a ncz?s nn^n csi - imw
V"> T3S1 Dion by rro-ib ^33?n nt brc ism
i^by niDib DID ib ^^aip i-osan TT arm
rib ion'1 iu7N niona n -ia2tt7 vaab fnb
mv^a nnw 7^1 / -onon D^bt&nb nns
nsn ib Tn3^ / ntrs is^nb hoc? nins

.

7"S'ira ID insi iD^t^n ba bsi nraa ib

jnian T TW "niona n bst&i ^vn sa , nLN ib

n^w^an TS nasi IT nan ^aa ib ^ania napa
VD333 mttfsa insi inman ]a mso vosa

^37 ]sa nina

" It is an affirmative precept to give alms to the poor of

Israel, according as the poor have need, if in the power of

the giver ; for it is said,
' Thou shalt open thine hand wide

to him '

(Deut. xv. 8) ; and again,
' Thou shalt relieve him '

a proselyte
* or a sojourner, that he may live with thee ;

'

and again,
' That thy brother may live with thee.' (Lev.

xxv. 35, 36.) Whosoever sees a poor man begging, and
shuts his eyes against him, and does not give him alms,

transgresses a negative precept : for it is said,
' Thou shalt

not harden thine heart nor shut thine hand from thy poor
brother.' (Deut. xv. 7.) According as the poor hath need,
thou art commanded to give. If he has no clothing, he is

to be clothed ; if he has no furniture, it is to be bought for

him ; if he has no wife, he is to be helped to marry one ;

if a woman, she is to be assisted in getting a husband : yea,
if it had been the poor man's custom to ride upon a horse,

and to have a servant running before him but he is now
come down in the world, it is a duty to buy him a horse

to ride, and a sen-ant to run before him, for it is said,
' Sufficient for his need, in that which he wanteth

'

(Deut.
xv. 8) ; and thou art commanded perfectly to relieve hia

want, but not to make him rich. If an orphan apply for

assistance in order to marry, it is a duty to hire a house

.for him, and to provide all necessary furniture, and after-
*

wards to help him to marry. If a poor man come and ask

for relief, and the giver has not as much as he wants, h

*
Literally,

" a stranger."
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ought to give what his means afford. How much ? He
that gives a fifth of his property fulfils the commandment
well. He that gives one part in ten fulfils it in a middling
manner. He that gives less must be regarded as a person
with an evil eye." (Hilchoth Matt'noth Aniim, cvii. 1 5.)

In this definition of the nature and extent of the duty of

almsgiving, there is much that is good and worthy of our

admiration, especially in this selfish and money-loving age,
when poverty is regarded, if not punished, as a crime,
and the poor are, by many, considered as unworthy of all

domestic comfort. Without binding ourselves to the approval
of all the details here specified, we must acknowledge, that

the spirit of this passage is agreeable to the idea of true

charity, and, if universally acted upon, would do more for the

happiness of mankind than some theories now afloat. But

though ready to admire and to acknowledge the general

beauty and excellence of this passage, we must also remark
that the main feature of charity is, by the rabbinical system,
excluded. God commands that this help should extend

beyond the narrow limits of selfishness and nationality, to
" the stranger and the sojourner," but the oral law neutralizes

the mercifulness of God's commandment by making the word

stranger signify a proselyte to Judaism. The original Hebrew
word "12 ( Ger) plainly means a stranger, as may f)e seen in the
words of Moses

: nnsa V""1^ nn^n ana "o nan n cmnsi
" Love ye therefore the stranger ; for ye were strangers in

the land of Egypt." (Deut. x. 19.) It is certain that the

Israelites were not proselytes, but strangers ; this word, Ger,

therefore, signifies stranger, not proselyte ;
and yet the oral

law says that no one can be a Ger without sacrifice, circumci-

sion, and baptism, or now, that there is no temple, without the

two last requisites :

nb*aBi nVa -p-is pip na? 7^0? ntn 7am
sbi batz? -ia '72~>P w^ anpan rvn nan-am

bn bi bnto is

" At the present time when there is no sacrifice, circumcision
and baptism are necessary, and when the temple is rebuilt, he
must bring a sacrifice. A Ger who is circumcised but not

baptized, or baptized but not circumcised, is not a Ger, until

he be both baptized and circumcised. (Hilchoth Issure Biah,
c. xiii. 5, 6.) This rabbinical definition of what is meant by*
Ger, restricts the exercise of charity within a much narrower
limit than that prescribed by God, and does, in fact, destroy
one of the most beautiful features of the Mosaic law, namely,
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the merciful provision which it makes for the relief of the

stranger. The law of Moses has the spirit of its divine
Author. He calls himself " a jealous God," and it may well be
called a jealous law, watching carefully over every departure
from truth, and punishing it rigorously : and yet, like God
himself, this just jealousy is tempered with mercy, and beams
with love. The oral law, on the contrary, is an envious and
vindictive code, and its zeal degenerates into narrow-hearted

bigotry. It would not only punish the idolater, but exclude

every stranger from the pale of charity, unless he be a prose-

lyte ; and an Israelite too, if he had in any wise dared to

transgress the rabbinical commands. A remarkable instance
of this hatred, to those whom it considers apostates, occurs
iu these laws respecting almsgiving. The oral law says, that
the most meritorious exercise of charity is, the ransoming of

captives :

7"Ni / cmosbi n^as noa-isb imp tr-atr?

: n'nntp 7VHSD nbi-u

"The ransoming of captives goes before the feeding and

clothing of the poor, and there is no commandment so great
as this." (Hilchoth Matt'noth Aniim, c. 8.) And yet if a
brother Israelite should deviate from the rabbinical commands,
the oral law makes it unlawful to ransom him, at the same
time that it enjoins the ransom of a slave if he be a proselyte :

bapi rrnns cttfb bst^c? Vsin rnttfatp -as
naan > nna?3^ bs-iio-o ims VTQ rmso
nbaa bsis rrrro pro nns msob iV5

mow nn NSVDI

"A slave who is in captivity because he has received the

baptism of slaves, and taken upon himself the commandments,
is to be redeemed. But as to a captive who has altered even

one commandment, if for instance he has eaten forbidden food

in order to vex, it is forbidden to ransom such an one." (Ibid.)

Thus the oral law forbids all compassion even to an Israelite,

if he is not of the rabbinic religion. The conduct which it

prescribes towards poor Gentiles,
" for the sake of the ways of

peace," C^bttJ "OTT >22tt> we have considered long since ; but

the prohibition to receive alms of the Gentiles, deserves notice

here, as it furnishes another proof of the contracted views of

the rabbics, and the falsehood of the oral law :

22 erian 70 np-rs
irsi btnop ba? ntsa nvnb b-o^ irs ESI

iw fboi r imn rn "nn rroasa man 72

7^8 np-reb bs^^b 71520 nbtt'a? u*an 70
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rroba oiba? citra irns

sbtp nD -irca en: ^ar 1

?

"It is unlawful for an Israelite to receive alms from the

Gentiles openly. But if lie cannot live by the alms of Israel,

and cannot receive it from the Gentiles privately, then it is

lawful. If a king or prince of the Gentiles sends money to

Israel as alms, it is not to be returned, on account of the peace
of the kingdom. On the contrary, it is to be received, but it is

to be given to the poor of the Gentiles privately, so that the

king may not hear of it." (Ibid.) Here the oral law endea-

vours to pervert that kindly feeling which should exist

between all the families of man, and spurns a demonstration

even of love, because it comes from a man of a different

religion. At the same time its authors had not the moral

courage to do this openly and honestly, and if need be, suffer

for conscience sake. They command that the proffered alms

should be taken from the king, as if they intended to devote it

to the object for which he gave it, and then privately to apply
it to a totally different purpose. This want of good taith shows

abundantly that the oral law does not come from the God of

truth. The narrow bigotry of the system thus neutralizes all

the individual trials of excellence which the oral law contains.

They appear beautiful only when viewed apart from their con-

text ; but the moment we view them in relation to the other

parts of Rabbinism, their beauty is gone. Thus the duty and
extent of almsgiving, as prescribed by the oral law, at first

sight appears admirable ;
but the narrow spirit of bigotry by

which it is circumscribed, totally destroys its moral value in

the sight of God and man. Almsgiving is lovely only when it

is the offspring of charity. God looks not at the mere outward
act of

giving money, but at the heart, and if there be no love

there, almsgiving is valueless in his sight. And how can any
one pretend that there is a grain of true God-like charity in a

system which turns stranger into proselyte, prohibits to help a
brother because he is not of our own religious sentiments, and
refuses even to receive a kindness from one of a different

religion? Just contrast this with the Christian doctrine,
" Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to

them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use

you, and persecute you ; that ye may be the children of your
Father which is in heaven : for he maketh his sun to rise on
the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and the

unjust. For if ye love them which love you, what reward
have ye ? Do not even the publicans the same ? And if ye
ealute your brethren only, what do ye more than others ? Do
not even the publicans so ? Be ye therefore perfect, even as

your Father which is in heaven is perfect." (Matt. v. 44 48.)
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But the oral law not only perverts and falsifies the true
doctrine concerning charity, but also misleads its followers by
teaching them to think that almsgiving is a peculiarly meri-
torious act, and will atone for other transgressions. Thus it is

said

man bsa -inv npis rnson imnb las T^TI
1X2N3H7 "l^nS OTTOS V1T pnsb JB'D npisno i 71272

van ns m^ -iars pab VJTOT T
mow ns rrn piano bs-iD'1 ha 7-si
bw-iap vsi "aaian npisn -nssaw np-rjn

: nptsn rvnan men aa^on jvs -lEsacp npisn sbs
" We are bound to be more careful respecting this command-

ment of alms than about any other of all the affirmative precepts,
for almsgiving is a characteristic of the righteous seed of our
father Abraham, as it is said,

' I know him that he will command
his children to do alms.' (Gen. xviii. 19.) By almsgiving
alone it is that the throne of Israel is established, and that the

law of truth standeth, for it is said,
'

by alms (literally in righ-

teousness) thou shalt be established.' (Isaiah liv. 14.) By
alms alone it is that Israel shall be delivered, for it is said ' Zion
shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with alms

(righteousness).'" (Isaiah I. 27.) (Ibid. c. x. 1.) According
to this doctrine, the man who gives alms has the morit of up-

holding truth in the world ana helping to deliver Israel from

captivity. But the following passage tells us that it will deliver

from the punishment which he deserves, and which is already

impending over his head :

nwn nnnarr ns nrm nptsn
3n"SB? IE

"
Almsgiving annuls the evil decrees, and in famine it delivers

from death, as happened to the widow of Sarepta." (Joreh
Deah, 347.) And hence it is that, as we have seen, at the

approach of the New Year the Rabbinists practise almsgiving

abundantly, and also, that the survivors offer for the repose of

the souls of their deceased relations. The tendency of this

doctrine is obviously pernicious, for it encourages men to persist

in sin, under the idea that almsgiving will compensate for all

other deficiencies. The doctrine itself is positively false. Where
does the law of Moses say that almsgiving can purchase for-

giveness ? Moses requires obedience to all the commandments,
and he enjoins the practice of charity to the poor, but he

denounces wrath against all transgression. The doctrine of

Moses is not that obedience to one command will compensate for

disobedience to another, but that disobedience to one command
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will make obedience to others of none effect. The doctrine that

the giving of money to the poor can change the course of God's

judgment, or alter this sentence, is very little short ofblasphemy :

for it represents him as an unjust judge who can be bribed,
whose severity can be bought off, and whose favour can be

purchased with money. A more degrading view of the Divine
character can scarcely be imagined. Such conduct in a human

judge would stamp him with infamy, and cannot possibly be
true of Him who is a God of truth and justice. This one fea-

ture of rabbinic religion is sufficient to prove that it is the

invention of men, and of men too without any very exalted

notion of justice and equity.
Besides, this view of almsgiving takes away all the virtue of

obedience and love to God, and turns it into a mere mercenary
transaction. The great beauty of almsgiving is that it proceeds
from love to God and man, and that its motives be mercy and
obedience. But the man, who gives alms in order to atone for

other transgressions, or to avert the punishment which he de-

serves, is not performing an act either of obedience or charity,
he is simply making a purchase and driving a bargain which
is much to his advantage. He has got money, and with that

money he can buy a house, or a horse, or deliverance from

punishment. It is, therefore, a simple question of interest.

He considers which will be the most profitable investment of

his money, and if he decide that deliverance from God's wrath
is the most advantageous, he lays it out in almsgiving. Obe-

dience, or love to God or man, is here altogether out of the

question. Can any one, who has got the law and the prophets
in his hands, imagine that such a doctrine can come from God?
or can any reasonable being suppose, that escape from God's

wrath, or the enjoyment of his favour depends not upon man's
moral worth, but upon his ability to give alms : in a word, that
his salvation depends not upon the state of his heart, but the

laying out of his money ? This one doctrine, if thoroughly
believed and acted upon, would overturn the whole law of

Moses, and offer life not to the obedient, but to the moneyed.
In this doctrine of almsgiving, however, the oral law errs at

the very foundation. It has chosen the Hebrew word npTS
to stand for "

almsgiving," whereas its true signification is
"
righteousness," as may be easily proved by reference to pas-

sages where it cannot possibly signify
"
almsgiving," as for in-

stance

msnn bs ns mttfsb -IIBBW ^ lab rrnn
: 1312 -mo irnbs TT ^sb nsrn

" And it shall be our righteousness (not our almsgiving), if

we observe to do all these commandments before the Lord our
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God as ho hath commanded us." (Deut. vi. 25.) Here np~T2
cannot possibly signify almsgiving. And again,

: npis ib natpm ra ^Bsm
" And he believed in the Lord ; and he counted it to him for

righteousness (not for almsgiving)." (Gen. xv. 6.) And again,

: tro2n num isbi np-ren ^TM *f?
" O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us

confusion of face
"

(Dan. ix. 7), where it is impossible to say
that "

Almsgiving belongeth unto the Lord." The oral law is

therefore guilty of pervertin" the meaning of one of the plainest
and most commonly repeated words in the Bible, and of course
of thereby giving an erroneous sense to the passage where it

occurs. Thus it says, as we have seen above,
" that by alms-

giving the throne of Israel is established and the law of truth

standeth," and it proves this assertion by referring to a verse
of Isaiah, where the word npTTJ occurs, and which signifies

"by righteousness shalt thou be established," but which it

perverts to mean "by almsgiving thou shalt be established."

Here then the oral law is plainly convicted of falsifying the
Word of God, and perverting its meaning in order to serve its

own purposes and favour its own false doctrine. To teach false

doctrine is bad enough, but to pervert the plain sense of Scrip-
ture is a great deal worse. Either charge, if proved, would be
sufficient to prove that the oral law is a false religion, but here

both charges are proved together. The oral law here teaches

that almsgiving can do that which it cannot do, namely, bribe

God to have mercy; and it supports its false doctrine by inter-

preting np~T!J to signify
"
almsgiving," whereas it plainly

signifies "righteousness. A religion guilty of such error

cannot be from God. It is for the Jews^then, to consider

whether they will persist in upholding the truth of a system
which opposes the doctrines of Moses and the prophets, and

perverts the Word of God. The great boast of the Jews i,
that they are faithful to Moses and to the religion of Moses :

but this boast is vain so long as they profess Judaism. If Moses
were to rise from the dead, and get the oral law into his hands,
he would not be able to recognise it as the religion which he
left to Israel. And, as to the commands about almsgiving, he

would not be able even to translate them, for in his time np*72
signified righteousness.
The prophet Isaiah would feel equal astonishment if he were

to return and learn, that the oral law quoted him as an

authority for the assertion, that Zion is to be redeemed, not

with rig'hteousness, but with almsgiving. And we doubt not

that both Moses and Isaiah would protest as earnestlv as we do

against a doctrine based upon perversion. But it is extraor-

D
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dinary, if the Rabbinists really believe their own doctrine, that

Israel can be delivered from captivity by almsgiving, that they
should set any bounds to their liberality, or ever stop giving,
until the desired redemption be effected. If their doctrine be

true, then all that they so earnestly pray for, is entirely in

their own power. They know the means, and they possess the

means of terminating this long captivity. They need only to

give a sufficiency of alms, and, according to the oral law, even
Zion itself shall be delivered. How extraordinary then, that

they should have suffered so many centuries of misery to pass
over their heads, and left their brethren to endure such calami-

ties, when liberality in almsgiving could have put a period to

all their sorrows. We think too highly of Israel's charity to

suppose for a moment that they would hesitate to make the

sacrifice, if they were persuaded of its efficacy. We must
therefore infer, that they do not believe in the doctrine, and ask

them, why do they profess a religion in which they do not

believe ?

No. XL.

PRIESTS AND LEVITES.

THE great test of a man's faith in, and love to, his religion
is his practice. If a man live in open and perpetual trans-

gression of its conjmands, no profession can satisfy us that he is

in earnest, or that he really believes what his creed confesses.

Now let the advocates of the oral law examine themselves by
this test. They profess to believe in, and to love the law of

Moses ; and their great boast is, that Moses is their master,
and that they are his disciples, but do they prove the reality of

their faith by their obedience ? They sometimes tax Christians
with inconsistency in professing to believe in Moses, and yet in

neglecting the observance of certain ceremonial observances ;

but are they themselves more careful and less guilty in this

matter ? We do not mean to allude to the weightier matters
of the law, love to God and man : that is a question for the

conscience, not a subject for controversy, but we refer to some
mere external matters, easy of observance, and open to the

cognisance of every man. Moses and the prophets have com-
manded that the priests, the Levites, D^lbn D^3n3n, should
be the teachers of the law, and that from them the people
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should learn. Moses does not say one word about rabbles or
wise men, D"Q3n, but restricts the office of teaching to the

priests, the Levites : now, do the modem Jews obey Moses in

this respect ? Who are their teachers of religion, and from
whom do they learn ? Are the priests and the Levites the
teachers of Israel, as Moses commanded, or are they taught by
their rabbies and Chachamim, of whom Moses does not say one

syllable ?

We assert, that Moses has commanded that the priests, the

Levites, should be the religious teachers in Israel, and in proof
we refer to the words of Moses himself. In the tenth chapter
of

S~1|T1, Leviticus, he thus writes :

na?n bs -IDIOT y* nEsb pns bs n -nTi
sbi lyia bns bs nsssn ins -past nns

nniprr 7*3 V^nbi . taawrnb oVw npn
via ns nmnbi . -nntan ]

N:n Haran 7^31 Sinn
Ta crpbs 'n -m -TON D"nn bs ns

" And the Lord spake unto Aaron, saying, Do not drink wine
nor strong drink, thou nor thy sons with thee, when ye go into

the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die : it shall be a
statute for ever throughout your generations : and that ye may
put difference between holy and unholy, and between unclean
and clean ; and that ye may teach the children of Israel all the

statutes which the Lord hath spoken unto them by the hand of

Moses." Here the nature of the priest's office is clearly defined.

It is, in the first place, to go into the tabernacle of the congre-

gation, and there to serve before the Lord : and secondly to

instruct the children of Israel in the difference between holy and

profane, clean and unclean, and especially to teach the children

of Israel " ALL THE STATUTES," which the Lord had given to

Moses. The commission is not only very comprehensive, but

very exclusive. If the priests were to teach " all the statutes,"

there is no room left for rabbies, or Chachamim, or any other

description of teacher. The priests are the only divinely-
accredited religious teachers in Israel.

If this passage stood alone, it would be quite sufficient to

establish the doctrine ; but it does not. Moses was particularly
anxious to impress upon the Israelites the nature of the priestly

office, and therefore repeats the instruction again and again.
Thus in the law respecting a dead body found lying in a field,

after commanding that the elders and judges should corat>

forth, he adds

-fnbs '^ ina 02 "O "ib "22 n*3ron
b:n an bs rrm cn^Q bin 'n can -p^bi
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"And the priests, the sons ofLevi, shall come near: for them
the Lord thy God hath chosen to minister unto him, and to

bless in the name of the Lord : and by their word shall every

controversy and every stroke be tried." (Deut. xxi. 5.) One
should have thought that the elders and judges were enough
in such a case. But not so. God had determined that the

priests were to teach Israel " all his statutes," and therefore

commands that they should be present in this case, that they
should give the decision.

Again, when Moses was about to part from Israel, and to

leave them his dying benediction, he was directed by the spirit
of prophecy to impress upon them the same great truth, and in

the most solemn manner :

vrD3 -ion* -[ton tz^sb -p-iiNi Tn "IBM 'nbbi

vnsb -iBisrr > mnn Ss ins-nn noan
sb van nsi Ton sb vns nsi Ymn sb

-ptaercn nv . n^ "irmai -[maw no
: "in bs-^b -frrnrn

" And of Levi he said, Let thy Thummim and thy Urim be
with thy Holy One, whom thou didst prove at Massah, and
with whom thou didst strive at the waters of Meribah : who
said unto his father and mother, I have not seen him ; neither

did he acknowledge his brethren, nor knew his own children :

for they have observed thy word, and kept thy covenant.

27iey shall teach Jacob thy judgments, and Israel thy law."

(Deut. xxxiii. 8 10.) And as this doctrine forms a part of

Moses' last words, so also it is found in the last prophetic

message which God vouchsafed to Israel. Malachi, the last of

the prophets, reminds Israel

rrnm rvsn noBr pa TIB "O

: sin msas rt isba 'o

"That the priest's lips should keep knowledge, and they
should seek the law at his mouth : for he is the messenger of

the Lord of hosts" (Mai. ii. 7) : so that if there be any one

thing more plain than another in the Old Testament it is this,

that the sons of Levi are the divinely-appointed religious
teachers of Israel, and that it is the duty of all Israelites to

seek instruction from them.
It cannot be said that the priests are not now well known,

and that on this account these commands have lost their force ;

for those who believe in the oral law, profess to know the

family of Levi, and in the synagogue, at the reading of the

law, the priest and the Levite are called up in a certain order :

v-inwi -pips-i snp ]na ibsa ns-npi rwnp bin
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cvn sin siws 371201 s-w v-insi
oun "o^b nnpb cmp V'"iwn c

" At every time of
reading, the priest reads first, and after

him the Levite, and after liim the Israelite. And the simple
custom of the present time is, that a priest, even though he be
an unlearned man (amhaaretz), takes precedence in reading
before the most learned, who is only an Israelite." (Hilchoth
T'phillah, c. xii. 18.) And as the priests are thus supposed to
be known, so the oral law expressly maintains that they stili

retain their priestly office, and are bound to discharge the
duties of it, so far as is possible, in the captivity : and therefore

requires them to bless the people as Moses commanded. In-
deed the firm conviction of the Talmudists on this

subject
is

strikingly exhibited in their assertion, that a priest, although
unlearned, or even notoriously wicked, is still not exempted
from his obligation to perform this duty :

ns"E!?3 I'wian ribs b:a -m ib mn sbtp jna
rvntp is rrnsan pip-ra irsi arn mtttf D"3?s C^SD

i:nai ISJPE rrrF sbtp is v-ins n'oinn Ynan
sb i ims ^ysia VHI VSD ns Ka?i3 nt -nn

7m bD by nws msa
an cisb c"-inis T^ST

nt lovin ns-a b'-rin na nasm nnnn bsi

pn2 sbs c^nDn sibn n:mn biap
Dims ^ST bsn27 >i aa by nw ns

ns T1^^ vama n*apm n

"A priest who has none of these disqualifications for the

lifting up of hands, even though he be not learned, nor ac-

curate in the commandments ; and although his companions
make a mock of him, or his dealings should not be righteous,
still he is to lift up his hands [to bless] , and is not to be

prevented, for this is an affirmative precept binding upon
every priest, who is otherwise qualified ;

and we must not say
to a "wicked man, Away, thou wicked man, be thou disqualified
from keeping the commandments. Do not ask, saving, What
profit can there be in the blessing of this simple fellow? for

the receiving of the blessing does not depend upon the priests,

but upon the Holy One, blessed be He, for it is said,
'

They shall

put my name upon the children of Israel, and I will blfs^

them.' The priests perform the duty commanded them, and

God, in his mercy, blesses Israel according to his pleasure."
2D
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(Ibid. c. xv. 6.) The existence, then, of the priests, and their

continued obligation to perform such official duties as are now

possible, are fully acknowledged, yea, it is even asserted that a

wicked priest is by no means to be prevented from doing his

duty : it has also been plainly proved, from the words of Moses

and the prophett, that it is the duty of the priests to teach, and
of the Israelites to be taught by them : and no man can deny
that the performance of this duty is possible. The destruction

of the temple has prevented the priest from sacrificing, but it

has made no difference with regard to the possibility of teach-

ing: it is, therefore, a fair question to propose to those who
boast in their obedience to the law of Moses, How is this

Mosaic command respecting the teaching of the law fulfilled f

Are the priests, the Levites, the religious teachers in all

Jewish congregations ? or have they been excluded from the

office assigned to them by Moses ? and is it occupied by others

to whom Moses did not give it ? Every Jew must answer that

this command of Moses is utterly disregarded that the office

of the priesthood, as established by Moses, has now scarcely
the shadow of an existence amongst the Jews that the rab-

bies, Chachamim, and the Melamm'dim are universally the

religious teachers and that hundreds, if not thousands, of

the priests are left in utter obscurity, and not a few in desti-

tution. Jeremiah complained of the heathen

: 1SQ73 sb
"
They respected not the persons of the priests" (Lam. iv.

16) ; but it is equally applicable to the adherents of the oral

law. Here and there a son of Levi may be a rabbi, and then
he has the honour attached to the rabbinical office ; but the

Mosaic institution of the priesthood, as the appointed order of

religious teachers to Israel is utterly disregarded. Moses de-

clares, as we have seen above, that it is the priest's office
" to distinguish between holy and unholy, and between clean
and unclean ;" but if a Jew has got a nbstt7 a question or

a difficulty, it is to the rabbi that he goes to get the de-
cision. Moses says that the priests are appointed by God " to

teach Israel all the statutes which the Lord hath spoken to

them ;

"
but now men are made rabbies and Melamm'dim who

do not pretend to be of the family of Levi : and there are con-

gregations even where there is no Levite nor priest at all, and
where, therefore, this command is utterly despised. But the
worst feature in this disobedience is, that it is systematic. It
is not one of the casualties of the captivity, but it is the
deliberate aim of the oral law to degrade the priesthood, as
established by Moses, and to set up above it another office,

that of rabbi, of which Moses docs not say one word. The
oral law, instead of deprecating the possibility of an Israelite
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congregation existing without a priest a son of Levi, quietly
layeth down the law for doing without them. When pre-

scribing the order in which persons are to be called up to the

reading of the law, it says

: bba nb inns nby sbi btnar ribis ]rt3 ca? 7
N

" If there be no priest there, then an Israelite is to go up, but
no Levite is to follow him." (Ibid., c. xii. 19.) And again,

TKEJ rrbrc jpyt&a bba jro nnb VN DSI

" But if the congregation has no priest at all, when the

reader comes to that part of the prayers he is to say," &c.

(Ibid., c. xv. 10.) Now if the oral law were anxious to main-
tain the institution of Moses it could make no such supposition.
On the contrary it would urge upon every congregation the

indispensable necessity of having a priest of the family of Levi.

The supposition shows that its authors cared but little about
the commands of Moses, for where there is no priest it is

plainly impossible for the people to obey that often-repeated

precept to learn the law from the sons of Levi. And yet the

authors of the oral law, who care so little for this command-
ment of Moses about the priests, command the appointment
of Melamm'dim, or schoolmasters, under pain of utter de-

struction :

baai na^rai nna baa mp^n ^naba r
rnpiavi na ^sa? -vs bsi > -Pin -PV bam "

7'a'H7V.2B7 iv Tyn ^3 n ^a^ina 73-1 rra
ns ]

sanna in^ajin Kb TW tusi npia^n

" Teachers of children are to be established in every pro-
vince and district and city. And every city in which there

are not school children the men of that city are to be visited

with the Cherem, and if they still neglect, the city itself

is to be devoted." (Hilch. Talm. Torah, c. ii.) When we
see them enforce this commandment of their own with such

zeal and severity, and yet appear so careless and negligent
about the commandment of Moses, we justly infer that this

neglect was intentional, and that the object was to exalt

themselves, and to depress that office which God himself

had ordained, And this inference is abundantly confirmed

by ^31 TOD mabn, the numerous and minute laws re-

specting the honour due to a rabbi, whilst the respect due

to the family of Levi is almost entirely disregarded, and hi*

office evidently depreciated below that of the former. As,

for instance, in establishing the order in which captives ore

P 2
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to be redeemed, the oral law says the priest is to be re-

deemed before the Levite, and the Levite before the Israelite,

but then adds

i n3ra pa? orpa vnteo D'HIBK D'nm noa
DDH Tobn -nai y-iHn ns brra jro rrrr c

: mip QD

" In what case does this hold good ? In case that they
were both equal in wisdom. But if the high priest be an
unlearned man, and an illegitimate child be the disciple of

a wise man (chacham), the latter is to have the precedence."

(Hilchoth Matt'noth Aniim, c. viii. 17.) Here the office of

the priesthood and even of the high priesthood itself is put
below that of the rabbi or chacham, and the intention of

the Rabbinists to exalt themselves, and their utter disregard
for the law of Moses and his commandments, is especially

apparent. The high priest was the chief person in the whole
Mosaic dispensation. Without him the blood of the offering
could not be earned into the holy of holies on the Day of

Atonement, and yet the oral law says, that if he and an

illegitimate child, that is, the least honoured person in Israel,

be both in captivity, and the latter be the disciple of a rabbi,
he is to be redeemed first. It is needless to add any further

proof of the fact that the command of Moses, respecting the

family of Levi, is systematically and intentionally transgressed

by the authors and adherents of the oral law. The priests,
the Levites, have been thrust out of that office which God
gave them, and others have been made the religious teachers

of Israel who have no right at all to this appointment. How
then can the modern Jews pretend to be zealous for the law
of Moses ? They are living in plain and systematic violation

of one of his plainest commands. It will not do to say that
the office of rabbi is also of divine appointment. An assertion

which nullifies a Mosaic institution must have the most un-

exceptionable evidence. Its proof must be at least as clear

as the original appointment. To persuade any real lover of
the Mosaic law that the rabbies have a right to thrust out
the family of Levi from their office, and to take it upon
themselves, the express declaration of God is absolutely
necessary. And if the rabbies could prove, which they
cannot, that they are the lawful teachers of Israel, it would
necessarily follow that the Mosaic law has been changed,
and then one of the chief dogmas of modem Judaism,
the immutability of the Mosaic law, is entirely overthrown.
When Moses gave the law the priests were" the religious
teachers of Israel. Since the dominion of the oral law, not the

priests, but the rabbies have been the teachers. Here then is
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an important, yea, an organic change in the Mosaic constitu-

tion. This change then is either unlawful or lawful. If it be

unlawful, then the rabbies have no right to be the teachers of

Israel. If it be lawful, then to change and alter the Mosaic
law is lawful, and then modern Judaism, which teaches that
there can be no change, is false. This is the only alter-

native which modern Jews can adopt, they must either

maintain the immutability of the law at the expense of the
rabbinic office, or they must assert the legitimacy of the
rabbinic office at the expense of the law. In either case

the oral law is convicted of teaching falsehood
;

and in

neither case can the modem Jews make a boast of
loyalty

to the law of Moses. They charge Christians with disre-

garding and transgressing the Mosaic law, but let them
point out, even in the practice of Gentile Christians, any
one apparent transgression more heinous than the expulsion
of the family of Levi from the office to which Moses ap-
pointed them. The fact is notorious. This family is every
where neglected and in obscurity, struggling with the cares

and business of the world, instead of occupying the station

given to them by Moses. Let all the lovers of modern
Judaism consider this fact, and then ask themselves how
they can pretend to be keeping the law of Moses ? Let
them remember that they have themselves made a change
in the law by appointing rabbies instead of the priests, and

that, if
they defend this change, they teach the very same

doctrine which they blame in Gentile Christians, namely, the

mutability and abrogation of the Mosaic law. Of course we do
not mean to dictate to Israel in this matter. If they are con-

scientiously persuaded that the institutions of Moses nave been

abrogated, they can then consistently maintain the appoint-
ment of rabbies, but let them give up their common, though
mistaken, argument against Christianity. But if they believe

what they so commonly profess, that the law of Moses is not,

and cannot be abrogated, then let them act consistently, re-

nounce the oral law, and restore the family of Levi to the

office from which modern Judaism has excluded them for so

many centuries. To follow the oral law, and at the same time

to obey the written law of Moses in this matter, is plainly

impossible. The oral law is for the rabbies and the Chach-
amim the words of Moses are for the family of Levi. The
Jews may, and of course will, choose as they think best ; but,

if they determine upon maintaining the rabbinical system, let

them not pretend to be followers of Moses. Let them honestly
confess that they do not like Moses and his laws, and that they

prefer the new and modern religion of the rabbies. The

subject is important to all Israel, but especially so to the sons

of Levi themselves. God gave them the important charge of
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instructing the house of Israel in his laws, are they then at

liberty to resign their sacred office into the hands of others ?

Has God dispensed them from obedience to his command ? If

so, what obligation rests upon them to bless the people ? By
lifting up their hands and blessing the people, they confess

that their office still continues ; and, if so, the obligation to

perform all its duties continues also. Either the law of Moses
is abrogated, or the priests are still the appointed religious
teachers of Israel.

The priests have the same alternative as the people, i.e.,

either to assert the rights and perform the duties of their

priestly office, or honestly to acknowledge that they do not
believe in Moses, nor care for his religion, but that their

religion is that of the rabbies. The responsibility is however
much heavier on the family of Levi than on Israelites of ano-
ther tribe. To the sons of Levi, God committed the honourable
office of instructing Israel. They have been set as the watch-
men in Israel, and are therefore answerable, not only for their

own neglect, but for the error and destruction of the people.
It is then high time for them to remember their duty and the

zeal of their forefathers in extirpating error, and to show
themselves worthy of their high origin, and of their divine

appointment, by opposing the errors of the oral law.
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No. XLI.

RABBINIC IDEAS OP THE DEITY.

IT is an indisputable fact, that the modern Jews have entirely
cast off the laws of Moses respecting the priests of the family
of Levi, and have chosen and appointed to themselves other

teachers, of whom Moses says nothing. What the cause was
of such extraordinary conduct in those who profess a great /oul

for the law of Moses, we do not now profess to inquire ; but
we think that every Jew ought to have a very good reason for

thus wilfully, systematically,
and continually transgressing the

commandments of God. He ought, at the very least, to be able

to show that the doctrines of these new teachers are far superior
to those of the religious teachers appointed by Moses ; and that

the superabundant excellence and wisdom of rabbinic teaching
does, at least, justify the change which they have made in the

Mosaic law. We have had occasion in these papers to consider

the nature of the new doctrine chosen instead of the law of

Moses, and to us it certainly appears that " The Old Paths"
were better. To-day we propose to illustrate the rabbinic

notions of the Deity, and do not intend by any means to select

the most objectionable representations contained in the rabbi-

nical writings, but shall confine ourselves to a few well-known

passages, which are intended to explain to us the mode in which
God spends his time. Concerning the day, the rabbies say that

it is spent in the following manner :

maitcwn w^w nvn "in HIED mws Dsnu?

bs ns pi atzrp nvaa? mira p:rnn 2v rrnpn
i rrba nbisn ynnaa? nsna? ]ro ibiD

trnmn soa bs 2B?vi
1

p~tn SDSB

]rvib ns pnt&oi 2r nvsrrn >

: "i3i 12 pnrcb m:r rrr

" The day has twelve hours. The first three, the Holy One,
blessed be He, sits and occupies himself in the law. The second,

he sits and judges the whole world. When he perceives that

the world deserves utter destruction, He stands up from the

throne ofjudgment, and sits on the throne of mercy. The third,

he sits, and feeds all the world, from the horns of the unicorns

to the eggs of the vermin. In the fourth, he site and plays
with Leviathan, for it is said (Psalm civ. 26) 'The Leviathto

whom thou hast formed to play therewith.
1 "

(Avodah Zarah,
fol. iii., col. 2.) In another place we have an account of the

manner in which the night is spent :

A 2
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bin nb-<bn ^n nnot&o ttfbtp nms -wbs n
-)2S3tp "nss amen n"2pn ntv -IOIBOI -injpn h>D

2KHP nstz? ibip irv ianp 713700 astzp orioo rr

: ima bv
" Rabbi Eliezer says, The night has three watches, and at

every watch, the Holy One, blessed be He, sits and roars like

a lion, for it is said,
' The Lord shall roar from on high, and

utter his voice from his holy habitation : roaring he shall roar

upon his habitation.'
"

(Jer. xxv. 30.) And again, a little lower

down, the same assertion is made in the name of two other

rabbies, and the cause of God's roaring assigned :

-n pn!r m
ho Ssi nb^bn -nn prnotwa

VPS ns Timntt? IIM -lowi "nto aNitPi rrapn
mow vnb ^an n 'n^bam ^bs^n ns

" Rabbi Isaac, the son of Samuel, says, in the name of Rav,
The night has three watches, and at every watch, the Holy One,
blessed be He, sits and roars like a lion, and says, Woe is me
that I have laid desolate my house, and burned my sanctuary,
and sent my children into captivity amongst the nations of the

world." (Berachoth, fol. iii., col. 1.) Now we ask every rea-

sonable man whether this is a representation worthy of the
Creator of heaven and earth ? We are told here, first, that

God is like a man in observing day and night that he has set

times for different employments, and a time for amusement.
We are told, secondly, that instead of comprehending all things
past, present, and to come, at all times, and instead of uphold-
ing all things by the continual fiat of his omnipotent rule,
that he is obliged to consider each thing in succession ; and that,
like a poor frail child of man, He can do only one thing at a
time. And thirdly, we are here informed, that the Divine Being
sits all night, and mourns like a child, over an act which he

rashly committed, but now wishes to have undone. Is this a
n't representation of Deity, or is it awful blasphemy ? How
different is the description given by Moses "

Lord, thou hast
la ( i) our dwelling-place in all generations. Before the moun-
tains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth
and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art
God. A thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday
when it is past, and as a watch in the night" (Ps. xc. 1 4) ;

atid again, that other beautiful passage of the Psalmist,
" Of

old thou hast laid the foundations of the earth ; and the heavens
are the work of thy hands. They shall perish, but thou shalt
endure

5 yea all of them shall wax old like a garment : and as
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a vesture shalt them change them, and they shall be changed ;

but thou art the same, and thy years shall have no end." (Pg.
cii. 2o 27.) In both these passages, unchangeableness, entire
freedom from all vicissitude and succession, is presented to
our view as the prominent feature in the character of Deity.
Whereas, the God whom the rabbies describe, is a being subject
to the same alterations as ourselves, and liable to change, in its

worst form, that is, to that change of will which ensues on

disappointed expectations. They say, that their God destroyed
his temple and sent his children into captivity, and that now
he is very sorry for it, and vents the bitterness of his grief in

lamentations compared to the roaring of a lion. Such a deity
is no more like the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, than
Jeroboam's calves. He may not be a graven image, but he is

nevertheless an idol, not indeed of gold or silver, but of the

imagination. Nothing can be more different than the Being
described by the rabbies, and that God declared in Moses and
the Prophets. And yet on this very point, where the oral law
errs so grievously, Christianity maintains the truth. The Nevt
Testament declares unto us the same Being revealed in the Old
It says,

"
Every good gift, and every perfect gift is from above,

and cometh down from the Father of lights, with wliom is no

variableness, neither shadow of turning. (James i. 17.)
But the rabbies falsely ascribe to God not only variableness,

but imperfect knowledge also. They say, that He spends a
fourth part of the day in the study of the law. Now either God
knows the law, or he docs not. If he does know the law, then

study is useless ;
and if he does not, then his knowledge is

imperfect, and either supposition is altogether unworthy of thu

Deity. Indeed it is very difficult to argue against a doctrine

so monstrous, or to show the full absurdity where the subject
is so grave and sacred. But we put it to the good sense of

every Israelite, and ask him whether he can believe that the

God of knowledge studies in his own law ? Is not such an

assertion a blasphemous falsehood, and does it not show that

those who made it were themselves utterly devoid of all true

knowledge of God ? Some persons endeavour to excuse this

blasphemy by saying that the words are not to be taken

literally,
and that the rabbies employed oriental figures. But

this will not save the credit of the oral law ;
for if we admit

the figure, we cannot excuse the blasphemy contained in the

assertion, that God studies the law one fourth of every day.
No man that has any reverence for his Creator would venture-

to use such language, not even in the way of a parable. It

proves in every case that those rabbies were totally devoid of

that reverence which is due to God, and therefore most unfit

teachers of religion. But, further, if these passages be figurative,

what is the real sense ? What is meant by studying in the law,
P 3
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or playing with Leviathan, or uttering complaints at the

beginning of every watch in the night; or what is intended by
ascribing to God one sort of employment in the day and the

other in the night ? It is not enough to say that these are all

figures conveying the most profound wisdom
; this assertion

must be proved by showing what this wisdom is. Let the

Rabbinists explain these figures satisfactorily, and they will

then have some chance of being believed, though even that

would not amount to a proof, that the authors of these passages
intended that they should be understood mystically. It is a
certain fact that many of the rabbies have understood these

and similar passages literally. In the commentary on the asser-

tion,
" That in the second three hours God sits and judges the

world," we are told, that some believed this so firmly as to

think that on this very account the additional form of prayer,
called

F]D1I2>
was prescribed :

rpia numpn ispn -pb ^ Q^ow ar

sin TNT sa nvattn *pia nno "o js
>i sin

l ND3E TTDD^ ^bbCHQ 13S1 pi

" Some say, that on this account the words ' Let him turn
from his place,' have been appointed in the sanctification of the

Musaph, for this part of the prayer generally occurs in the

second three hours, when he is sitting in judgment, and that

we pray that he may turn from the throne of judgment, and sit

on the throne of mercy." Those who held this opinion plainly

thought, that the hours were literal hours, and that the distri-

bution of the day into four different employments was not

figurative, but real. These persons, therefore, believed that
God studies in the law, that he plays with Leviathan, and
observes the distinction of day and night. And it must be
confessed that, if they believed in the lalmud, they had good
reason for this literal interpretation, as the corresponding
passage, respecting God's roaring like a lion at every watch of
the night, cannot be explained figuratively, if it be taken in

connexion with its context. The context contains a discussion
about real, not figurative night-watches. The question pro-
posed by the Mishna is, Until what hour of the night is it

lawful to perform the evening-reading of the Sh'mah Israel

(Hear, O Israel) ? R. Eliezer says, It is lawful until the end
of the first watch. The Gemara then considers what the rabbi
could mean by this definition

-ar>p
' -ir ~i -nop rra

nnnrcn WIN -aop -wi nwrn SS-IN ty Nn"S nV
nbisb i mpn? a>b -is murb nb>bn
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}b sarca Np m nVbn 'in

warn SS-ISD, nnorcn
" What did R. Eliezer mean ? If he meant that the night

had three watches, he ought to have said until the fourth hour :

but if he meant that the night has four watches, he ought to

have said until the third hour. There can be no doubt that

he meant that the night has three watches, and intended to

say, that there are watches in heaven and watches upon earth,
for the Bareitha says, &c."--And then follows the passage,

saying, that in each watch God roars like a lion. It cannot,

then, be pretended that the night-watches here are figurative
or mystical. It is expressly said that there are the same
watches in heaven and earth, and the whole question is about
the real distribution of time. The following context is equally
unequivocal. R. Eliezer, immediately after saying that in each
wateh God roars like a lion, goes on to give the signs whereby
each watch may be recognised even in the dark :

i-r^ao? i -iri3 man nai^s-i n-iarca -imb ]B'DI
no?si ION no pav piavi rrnpbo? in^p^is Drabs

: nbrn DS msoo
" The sign of the thing is In the first watch the ass brays ;

in the second watch the dogs bark ; in the third watch the

infant sucks at its mother's breast, and the wife talks with
her husband." This is plain matter-of-fact way of speaking,
and proves, beyond a doubt, that the whole passage is to

be taken literally. And if any doubt at all remained, it is

entirely removed, a little lower down on the page, by an
anecdote told by the veracious R. Jose. He says, that he
once went into one of the ruins of Jerusalem to pray, and that

whilst he was engaged in prayer, the prophet Elijah came to

the entrance of the ruin, and very civilly waited for him until

he had concluded, when they had some conversation together.

Amongst other particulars, R. Jose relates as follows :

vnoNi it ra-nrn nyatt? bin na rn ^b -iasi

"is maim navs nanaac? Sip m vwou? ib

ns vpbam ^birn ns vision vra ns va-irw
sb fspsi 'vn *pvi ^b nasi maisn ?"2b >aa

DVT DV bss sbs f-f3 mai i^bn IT

bs i isbn IT wbi r ID maw
]B vaiyi mmo vnbi nvoaa viab 7^0333

wtn raraa n'npn -p^a H2i MaD
nbantz? 3b ib na -j3 in^na iniN ^obpae? -[ban

: vaa ns
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" And he (Elias) said to me, What sort of a voice didst thou

hear in the ruin ? I said to him, I heard a Bath Kol cooing
like a dove, and saying, Woe* is me that I have desolated my
house, and burnt my sanctuary, and sent my children into

captivity amongst the nations. And he said unto me, As thou

livest, and thy head liveth, it is not at this hour only, but

three times every day the voice says these words. And not

only so, but when the Israelites enter the synagogues, and the

houses of study, and say, 'Amen, may his great name be

blessed,' the Holy One, blessed be He, shakes his head, and

says, Blessed is the King who is praised in his house ; but

what profit has the father who sends his children into cap-

tivity, &c. Here we have the testimony of 11. Jose to the

truth of the fact, that God does thus complain in the manner
described above, and we have the Prophet Elijah swearing that

this happens three times every day. It is plain, therefore, that

the authors of the Talmud knew of no mystical interpretation
and intended none. It was their simple belief that God observed
the three watches of the night, and at the beginning of each
roared like a lion. And if this passage must be taken literally,

why should the other passage respecting the distribution and

employments of the day be taken figuratively ? The literal

interpretation of the one furnishes a strong argument for the

literal interpretation of the other. And it is certainly of no
use to ascribe a mystical sense to the one, whilst the other is

interpreted literally. The advocates of the oral law gain

nothing by it, for the one is not more absurd nor more

unworthy of the Deity than the other. Nothing can exceed
the folly of representing God as observing the night-watches,
and roaring like a lion for grief, because he sent Israel into

captivity. Nothing can be more blasphemous than the asser-

tion that God does not foresee the results of his own actions,
and that he is afterwards obliged to sit down and mourn
over what he has done. This one passage, which cannot
bo explained away, is quite sufficient to show that the rabbies
were utterly ignorant of the nature of God ;

and that, how-
ever they might be acquainted with the letter of the Law
and the Prophets, they knew nothing of the real meaning of
their writings. This one excess of folly and absurdity entirely
overthrows all the claims and pretensions of the oral law in
which it is found.

Hut there is another feature in the passage which we cannot

pass without notice, and that is, the total disregard of truth
which it manifests. 11. Jose's story is evidently a barefaced and
wilful lie, unless \ve say, that when he went into the ruin to

pray, he fell asleep, and dreamed that he heard the Bath Kol
and had this conversation with Elijah ; but either supposition
will equally destroy the credit of the Talmud. If it be a lie, it ia
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one of the most profane and wicked lies that can be imagined.We have here a professed teacher of the law telling not enlv a
falsehood about his intercourse with Elijah, but daiing falsely
to assert that he heard the voice of God mourning over the
ruins of the temple. The most profane and wicked lie that
can be devised is that which introduces God himself, and trifU-s

with the sacred character of the Deity. If this story be a lir,

it oversets the Talmud and the Talmudical religion at onci

religion built upon falsehoods, must itself be necessarily :

But if the other supposition be adopted, that It. Jose nii-

a dream for a reality, what shall we say of a religion u

teachers tell their dreams as sacred truths ? And whut
we say of the compilers of the Talmud, who were unable to

detect the folly and profanity of this narrative, and actually
inserted it in their oral law as an undoubted fact? Tin*

supposition may save R. Jose from the unhappy character

liar, but it will not do much towards proving the truth of tin

oral law ; for there it is not given as a dream, but as 11

R. Jose was silly enough to tell his dream as a reality ; and
the rabbies to whom he told it were silly enough to believr :

and the most learned men of the Rabbinists at that time were

silly enough to embody it in their collection of holy and un-

doubted traditions. We do not mean to ascribe any peculiar

degree of folly to the rabbies. Persons calling themsehi^
Christians have been just as foolish, have believed stories just
as absurd, and have handed them down as religious truth-.

But then, we do not receive these legends as a part and p:i

of our religion. We are as free to say of them, as of the

Talmudic fables, that they are wicked falsehoods. But tin-

modern Jews tell us that the Talmud is a divine book that it

contains their religion, and that without it Moees and tlu<

Prophets are unintelligible ; and therefore we point out thcMj

fables as plain proofs of the falsehood of such an assertion. We
wish to direct the Jewish attention to that system which they
have called their religion for the last eighteen hundred yea:-.
and which they have preferred to Christianity. We desire that

they should consider what they have gained, by expelling the

family of Levi from the teacher's office and choosing the rul>!>u >

as their religious guides. We ask every Israelite of common
sense, whether R. Jose and his companions arc

trustworthy
leaders in the way to salvation ; and whether they are still

prepared to follow the religion of a man who can only I* 1

acquitted of being a liar by admitting that he is a dreamer :

J

Or, whether they still choose to worship the Deity proclaimed

by the rabbies a Deity subject to succession of time im-

perfect in knowledge so as to require daily study n-qu;

amusement, and therefore playing for three hours every cliy

with Leviathan and liable to disappointment, so as to be
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obliged to spend the night, in mourning over one of his most
deliberate and solemn acts ?

We are sure that every Israelite would be sadly offended at

being told, that he does not worship the God of his fathers, but
a strange god, invented by the imagination of the rabbies

;
and

yet, if he worship the god of the Talmud, it is nothing but the

truth. The god of the Talmud is certainly not the God of the

Bible. Israelites are often shocked at the folly and wickedness

of those whom they see falling down before stocks and stones
;

and yet, if they receive the oral law, and believe in a Deity who
plays with Leviathan, &c., the object of their worship is not

a whit more rational. They are just as guilty of idolatry,
and the only way in which they can clear themselves from
the charge is, by rejecting the oral law, and forsaking that

superstition which the rabbies have palmed off upon them as

the religion of their fathers. It is a most deplorable and

melancholy sight to behold that nation, which once was the

sole depository of truth, enslaved by a system so senseless ; but
it is more melancholy still to think, that there is not one among
her sons who has the moral courage to denounce its falsehood,
and to vindicate the truth as taught by Moses. The priests,
the sons of Levi, were once zealous for the honour of God, and
united with Moses in destroying the golden calf; but where
are they now, and where is there zeal ? Alas ! they too, are

found amongst the worshippers of the Talmudical deity, and

uphold the system which has expelled them from their holy
office.

No. XL1I.

TITLE OF RABBI.

THAT the people, at present scattered over the whole world,
and known by the name of Jews, are descendants of the

chosen people of God, we freely
admit. That the Old Testa-

ment contains prophecies of their future return to the God and
the land of their fathers, and their subsequent happiness and

glory, we firmly believe : but, that the religion which they at

present profess is the religion of Moses, we confidently deny.
Modern Judaism has not retained the doctrines of Moses ; no
not even with respect to the fundamental article of religion,
the nature of God. Our last number showed how widely the
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rabbles have departed from the Scripture representation of the
divine character, and the number preceding proved that the
Jews have not retained even the outward form of the Mosaic
edifice. Indeed we know not any problem more difficult of

solution than, to assign a reason, why the rabbinic Jews pn>-
fess any respect at all for Moses, when they have rejected both
the form and the substance of his teaching. If they boldly
denied his authority, or asserted that the Mosaic law was long
since abrogated, and the rabbinic precepts given in its stead,
we could, at least, give them credit for consistency ; but at

present we cannot possibly divine their motives for professing
attachment to the lawgiver of their forefathers. Their conduct
for ages would appear to indicate a fixed determination to get
rid and keep clear of every thing Mosaic, and that for the
mere purpose of having something else ; for no one can pre-
tend, that the new law and the new teachers, that they have

chosen, can lay any claim to superior excellence or antiquity.
Of the value of the rabbinic teaching we have given many
proofs ;

and now think of examining a little the nocelty of the

rabbinic order. It is certain that the word, rabbi, does not
occur in the law of Moses nor the prophets ; it is, therefore.-

clearly not Mosaic. This one fact does in itself go far to shake
the authority of modern Judaism and the oral law. There we
cannot go a step without hearing of the rabbies Rabbi Eli-

ezer said this, and Rabbi Bar Bar Chanah said that. The
whole oral law is made up of the sayings of the rabbies, and

yet neither their name nor their order was so much as known
to Moses our master. The other favourite appellation of the

Talmudic doctors C3n Chacham, or wise man, does indeed

occur, and it appears from the prophets, that there were some
even in their time who laid exclusive claim to that epithet, but

unfortunately the prophets bring against them the very same

charge, which we prefer against their successors, namely, that

they had forsaken the law of Moses :

pN 13ns T? mini i3n:s n^a^n nesn
eroan vjrain f c'-isio ip toy nt037 iprcb nan
: nnb rra HEam loss rr "ma run naVi inn

" How do ye say, We are wise (Chachamim) and the law of

the Lord is with us ? Lo, certainly in vain made he it ; the

pen of the scribes is in vain. The wise men (Chachamim) are

ashamed. They are dismayed and taken : lo, thry have re-

jected the word of the Lord ; and what wisdom is in them ?
"

(Jer. viii. 8, 9.) The rabbies will scarcely acknowledge that

they have succeeded these persons in their office, and yet if

they give up such passages as these, they must abdicate all

claim to antiquity. Indeed some of them plainly acknow-
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ledge that the rabbies are a new order of men, and that the

word rabbi was not heard of until less than a century before

the destruction of the second temple. Thus the Baal Aruch

says

vn Kb mwa D^Viia vno? n^itrsin nvrnm
Kb 212 Kbi 312 Kbi 7312 Kb crmib
bbn nno? biop V""1** "^nb Kbi b22
vn rrs>232i i "man ni32i niES3 bi

KITS nbs Kb i s"*33n ^n iissa?

sbi irpmoB? rrotn cy ]ni ^3131x2
-

^211 ?ptn bs^bna pin n^um b IT vrnnn
p pnv p-n ^w rv3 pins ainsa; 132 ]irsnmn n^tDft Vnnn ^21 nsi o^s^a "jbis

^

Tnbna i3in tanrei 3p3?^ p it^bs S2ii pns
: ^bnbi 'SDT 72

" The first generations, which were very great, did not re-

quire the titles of Rabban, or Rabbi, or Rav, wherewith to

honour the wise men of Babylon, or the wise men of the laud

of Israel ;
for behold Hillel went up from Babylon, but the

title of Rabbi is not added to his name. There were honour-
able persons amongst the prophets, for it is said,

'

Haggai the

prophet
' ' Ezra dud not go up from Babylon

' and at the

mention of their names the title of Rabbi is not added : neither

have we heard that this was begun until the princes Rabban
Gamaliel the elder, and Rabban Simon his son, who was killed

at the destruction of the second temple, and Rabban Johannan
ben Zakkai, who were all princes. Rabbi also began with
those who were promoted at the same time, Zadok and R.

Eliezer, the son of Jacob, and the thing spread from the dis-

ciples of Rabban Johannan ben Zakkai onwards." (Aruch in
><<2S.) "\Vc need not wonder, then, that Moses knows nothing
of rabbies, for here is a plain confession, that the name \\as

never heard of until a few years before the last dispersion. It

may, however, be said, that the office itself existed, though
the name did not, and this is in fact asserted by Rambam,
when he says :

v-p ns -pnD^i 1ES3B7 T3 yvnn* TED 1331 n^ai
C33ED 1331 narc) n>3pT c"3?3a;n pi i imsm vbs
D'nnNb ISCD tr3pTn ]msT na'Ott? frrbr nrntm

13? urw ^D UTS raiEon -wsnai , n-nnsb o^insi
: i3"3i ntsn 709 13^1 rv2 1271 y^in^ ba? nan n^2

-; our master promoted Joshua with his hands; for
it is said,

' and he laid his hands upon him, and gave him a
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charge.' (Numb, xxvii. 23.) And in like manner with regard
to the seventy elders, Moses our master promoted them, and
the Shcchinah rested upon them ; and these elders promote
others, and they again others ; and thus we have a succession
of promoted persons, until the council of Joshua, and until the
council of Moses our master." (Hilchoth Sanhcdrin, iv. 1.)
And so he tells us that

era *)s a^a? T:D "fc
"
King David promoted tliirty thousand persons in one day."

According to this statement, it would appear that their hud
been always a class of persons qualified to be teachers and

judges, and a pretty numerous class too, from the time of

Moses ; but it is very extraordinary that their office should
have continued fifteen hundred years without a name, and
that the nation should never have felt the inconvenience, nor
remedied it until the last few years of their existence ; and it

is more extraordinary still that so large and important a body
should never once be mentioned in the law or the prophets.
The land must perfectly have swarmed with them. Thirty
thousand would have been a large proportion to the popula-
tion of the land of Israel ; but David made this number in one

day ; and we cannot suppose that he exerted his right only
once in his life, nor that all the other doctors neglected the

duty of raising up disciples ; and the oral law tells us that

before the time of Hillel every one thus promoted had the

right of promoting others :

-pin -pDao? 'n a rvn
Hrr wba? irpnm ipm bbnb TQS ipbn rrrom

muna sbs i~D3 ETTS

" At first every promoted person could promote his disci;

but the wise men gave the honour to Hillel the elder, and
ordained that no man should promote except by permission uf

the prince (the Nasi)." According to this, the number mu>t
have been very great ; and yet that they should have continued

so long without a name, and without any mention whatever by
any of the inspired writers, is perfectly incredible. But there

are in the account itself various particulars which i

suspicion. David's extensive work of promotion in one day
entirely exceeds the limits of probability, no matter how the

promotion took place, whether by laying on of hands, or by
command, or by letter : for if we grant that he devoted the

entire four-and-twenty hours of that day to the work, still, in

order to make up the number of thirty thousand, it will be

necessary to believe that he promoted" at the rate of twelve

hundred and fifty an hour, or twenty in every minute. One
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such notorious untruth discredits the whole account in which
it is found. But, further, the admission that the right of con-

ferring the dignity of doctor was taken from those who had

possessed it, and restricted to those who obtained permission
from the prince, shows that the ordinance of promotion was
not derived from Moses, hut was an invention of men. If it

had been of Moses, the wise men could have had no authority
to take it away, neither is it at all likely that the numerous

possessors of the right, and least of all, the disciples of Sham-
mai, would have quietly resigned it. We must suppose either

that the wise men altered an ordinance of Moses, and thereby
committed a great sin, or that the ordinance of promotion was
a mere human invention. By the latter supposition the whole

story of the continued existence of this class of doctors is given
up ; and by the former supposition the charge of disregard for

the law of Moses is fixed upon the wise men, and the value of

their testimony taken away. Lastly, the account of the man-
ner of promotion is at variance with the above-quoted assertion

of the Baal Aruch. The oral law says that the doctors were

promoted in the following manner :

ns OBD"I
'

man -fb tzm TIED nn *nn ib D'HEIST "m ib

u
They not only laid their hands upon the head of the elder,

but also saluted him with the title, Rabbi, and said to him,
Behold thou art promoted, and hast authority to judge, even in

cases of mulct." Here the conferring the title of Rabbi is

made an integral part of the act of promotion, whereas the

Baal Aruch says that the title of Rabbi was not in use until

after the time of Hillel. The assertion, therefore, that the

office of Rabbi existed without the name, even from the time
of Moses, is not only unsupported by any proof from the

inspired writings, but is inconsistent with other assertions of
the rabbies themselves ; and is, besides, found very close to a

palpable untruth, and is therefore unworthy of credit. Thus
the antiquity of the rabbinic office is destroyed, and appears to

be a comparatively new invention : so that those who profess
the religion of the rabbies cannot pretend to have the religion
of Moses or of their forefathers, but that of a new set of

teachers, who did not arise until a very few years before the
destruction of the second temple. One of the common ob-
iections of modern Jews against Christianity is, its novelty.
fhey say that we have got a new religion, whereas they have
the ancient religion ; that we follow a new teacher, but that

they follow Moses. The foregoing examination shows how
little ground they have for such a boast. If novelty be a valid
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objection, they must confess that the religion of the rabbies is

false. If the distance of time that elapsed between Moses and
Jesus of Nazareth constitute a fair ground of objection, it is as

valid against the rabbies as against the Lord Jesus. Nay, if

supposed novelty be the reason why they reject Christianity,

they must now reject the religion of the rabbies, and i-mhratb
that of Christ. We have proved that the religion of the
rabbies is a novelty, and every one knows that one peculiar
feature in the teaching of Jesus of Na/areth was, that he

opposed the rabbinic doctrines, that is, he opposed novelty :

this opposition, therefore, is presumptive evidence that the
Lord Jesus retained the ancient religion, and has on that very
account a claim upon all those who profess to venerate an-

tiquity. At all events the charge of novelty can be as fairly

urged against Rabbinism as against Christianity, and every
Jew who urges it, is, if he be in earnest about truth, bound to

compare Christianity with the law and the prophets, in order

to ascertain whether it be a new religion or not. One thing is

certain, that the ordinances of no religion can be farther from
the Mosaic appointment than those of Rabbinism. The Rab-
binists have rejected the religious teachers appointed by Moses,
and have chosen others, who cannot pretend even to any degree
of antiquity ; and not only so, but even when the possibility
of having regularly appointed rabbies ceased, they preferred
those, who in fact have no authority at all, to those teachers

appointed in the law. The oral law makes promotion neces-

cary to the exercise of the rabbinical office, and limits the

ceremonv of promotion by two conditions, first, that it be

conferred with the consent of the S"H73 > as we have seen

above, and, secondly, that it be performed in the land of

Israel :

vn ib-cs <

" Elders are not promoted anywhere, except in the land of

Israel ;
even although the promoters should have been pro-

moted there themselves. Yea, though the persons conferring
the promotion be in the land, if the person to be promoted be

outside the land, the promotion is not to take place." Now it

is plain that these conditions cannot be fulfilled. The great

majority of the present rabbies have never been in the land

of Israel ; and even if they had been, there has not been a

S^273 prince for many a century. For centuries, therefore,

there has not been a rabbi promoted to the office as the oral

law requires ; and _ret the Jews, rather than have the priests,

the sons of Levi, still keep up the shadow of the rabbinical
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office. A more determined opposition to the institutions of

Moses cannot be imagined. First, the Jewish people rejected
the ordinance of Moses and devised an order of teachers of

their own, limited by certain conditions. Then God, in great

mercy, made the fulfilment of those conditions impossible. He
flok away the prince, he drove them out of the land of Israel,

to give them, as it were, an opportunity, yea, to compel them
to return to his own appointment : but m vain. Although the

Jews cannot fulfil the conditions of their own devising, and
could fulfil God's appointment, they refuse the latter, and have
invented something newer still, and that is, an order of re-

ligious teachers, who have not even the qualifications required

by the oral law. Truly this is to transgress, for the mere sake

of transgressing. How, then, can the Jews pretend to be dis-

ciples of Moses, or assert that the Mosaic law is unchangeable ?

Now, for near two thousand years they have lived in dis-

obedience to one of Moses' simplest commandments, and have

changed one of the essential institutions of the law. The
most superficial reader of the writings of Moses must see, that

a charge of prime importance was assigned to the family of

Levi, not only as respected the ministration in the temple, but
also with regard to the instruction of the people. God in His

providence has deprived them of the former. The Jews them-

selves, by rejecting the commands of Moses, have taken away
the latter office, and thus have destroyed not only the interior,

but actually demolished the external form of the Mosaic edifice.

It is, therefore, as we have said, a most difficult problem to

account for the profession which modem Jews make of /eal for

the law of Moses, and one which well deserves the considera-

tion of the Jews themselves. Why should they profess to be

disciples of Moses, when they openly trample upon his com-

mands, and reject both the substance and the form of his

religion ? If they really believe that obedience to the law of

Moses is necessary to salvation, they ought instantly to rein-

state the family of Levi in their office. But if they prefer the
new religion of the rabbics to the old religion of Closes, then

they,ought honestly to say so
;
and not go on halting between

two opinions. And they ought to do this, not merely to avoid
the charge of inconsistency before men, but to satisfy their
own consciences before God. How can any man reasonably
hope to be saved by a religion whose commands lie constantly
transgresses, and never intends to obey? And yet this is

exactly the case with the Rabbinists with regard to the law
of Moses. There have been attempts at reform amongst die

I"ws, but we have never heard of any who intended to restore
the family of Levi to their office

; and yet, without this, there
ia no return to the Mosaic institutions.

A disciple of the rabbies may perhaps think, that he can
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retort this argument upon the Christians, and say that Jesus of

Nazareth was not of the tribe of Levi. Certainly he was not ;

but as the Messiah, the prophets foretold that he was to be
of the tribe of Judah : and as the Messiah, promised and

appointed of God, he has a right to the obedience of all, both
Jew and Gentile. If he had been only an ordinary prophet,
he would have had a divine right to teach the people and to

require their obedience ; for, besides the priests, God also

appointed prophets, but. to the prophetic office the rabbies do
not lay claim. The Lord Jesus, on the contrary, claimed not

only the prophetic character, but asserted that he was the

Messiah, and proved the truth of his claims by exhibiting
miraculous powers, and especially by his resurrection from the

dead. As a prophet, therefore, and above all, as the Messiah,
his teaching in no wise interfered with the office of the pi i

and his conduct, as recorded in the New Testament, shows

that, though in determined and constant opposition to the

Pharisees, the advocates of the oral law, he never lifted up
his voice against the office of the priesthood. On the contrary,
when occasion offered, he showed a scrupulous regard for the

commandments of Moses respecting the priests ; as for instance

when he healed the leper, he " said unto him, See thou tell no
man ; but go thy way, show thyself to the priests, and offer

the gift that Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them."

(Matt. viii. 4.) And this conduct is perfectly conformable to

one professed object of the Lord Jesus, which was to vindicate

the authority of the law against the unauthorized additions of

men. He professed himself the defender of the Mosaic law,
and opposed the whole system of the 1'labbinists, on the profes-
sed ground that they made it void by their traditions. The

objections, therefore, which we have brought against the oral

law, as overturning the institutions of Moses, cannot be ap-

plied
to the doctrines or conduct of the Lord Jesus Christ.

He never opposed the priests, never interfered with their

office, never diminished aught from their authority. In :

most important respects, the doctrine of Jesus of Nazareth
is necessarily more agreeable to the law of Moses than the

traditions of the Pharisees, who have forcibly altered that

great institution of Moses, the Levitic priesthood, and have
themselves usurped the office and the rights of the pii

Modern Judaism is directly in opposition to the Mosaic law,

and has at present no excuse for its opposition. The Jews of

the dispersion cannot possibly keep its requirements concern-

ing the promotion of rabbies
; their adherence, therefore, to

that system has now the appearance of mere gratuitous and
wilful hatred to the law of Moses. They profess to know the

family of the priests, and could therefore restore them to tlu-ir

office, if they pleased. What is there to prevent them?
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Nothing but the want of love for Moses and his institutions.

We are convinced that many of the Jews have never considered

this matter, or they would not act as they do. The habits of

thought induced by early education, the customs of their na-

tion for two thousand years, have drawn a sort of veil over

their understandings, so that they have not been able to see

the palpable inconsistency of professing a zeal for Moses, whilst

they do homage to principles which cut up his institutions by
the roots. Until the priests be reinstated in their functions

and their rights, as the divinely appointed teachers of religion,
the Jews can have no ground whatever to pretend that they
are disciples of Moses. They are, at present, nothing but

partisans of the sect of the Rabbinists. And if they choose to

persevere in their attachment to this sect, they are bound, as

honest men, to renounce all profession of regard for the law of

Moses.

No. XLIII.

SANHEDRIN.

IT is certain that the Jews cannot appeal to the law of

the prophets to defend their rejection of the old religion of

Moses, and their preference for the new religion of the

rabbies. Neither Moses nor the prophets knew anything
about the rabbies. They are quite a new order of men,
never heard of until the Jewish polity was tottering to its

destruction. There is, however, another argument to which

they might appeal, in order to justify the reception of new
religious teachers, and that is, the existence of the Sanhe-
drin. It may be said, that when the rabbies arose and

taught, both they and their doctrines were approved by
this great council, and that this approval is sufficient to

establish the justice of their claims, and the truth of what

they taught. Indeed, the rabbinists do
actually

look upon
the Sanhedrin as the great foundation on which the oral

law rests :

mm -ip>7 en
NET isBBjni pin csnni ns-nnn may em

rrnnn D bs -IESDG? rmn nrrmn
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van ntr72 fssan si n3? ni!

i imbs mn ntz?va -paob

" The Great Council in Jerusalem is the foundation-stone
of the oral law, and the pillars of the doctrine : and from
them the statute and the judgment goes forth to all Israel.

They have the warrant of the law, for it is said,
'

According
to the sentence of the law which they shall teach thee,' &c.

(Deut. xvii. 11); which is an affirmative precept, and every
one who believes in Moses our master, and in his law, is

bound to rest the practice of the law on them, and to lean
on them." (Hilchoth Mamrim, c. i. 1.) Here the indis-

pensable duty of every Israelite to follow the decisions of

the Sanhedrin is plainly asserted : it becomes, then, abso-

lutely necessary for us to examine into the nature of the
foundation on which claims so unlimited are based. One
would suppose that, at the very least, the Sanhedrin was
infallible, and could never say or do anything wrong ; for

if this council was liable to error, and yet undeviating
obedience to its decisions required, whenever they went

wrong, all Israel must have gone wrong also. But yet,

strange to say, the infallibility of the Sanhedrin is not only
not asserted, "but plainly denied yea, the possibility of error

unequivocally intimated, and even provided for :

na SC3 nvTEn ?a nnsa itzrna? bita VT rva
cnnns ras'i i r~\ im -p ^-rnu? crrrsn
na '23 7"n "imo nt "nn ims ninob "ins ]"n

rrrp itrs tasr^n bs -rasstp i vrs
n"D, -ins sbs robb 2"sn i3"s cnn
napn i3pn is mra Tiwtz? T*T n"n

ins Ta annns 1^3:1 ibs-ic?'1 bsa i2in ttDCi

n3nn nms -nybi c^itos^n cnm bcab irsi
mnn

rrasnn

"When a great council has decided by one of the rules,

and according to the best of their judgment, that the judg-
ment is so and so, and has

passed
sentence ;

if there arise

after them another council of a contrary opinion, the latter

may reverse the sentence, and pass another according to the

best of their judgment, for it is said,
' Unto the judge that

shall be in those days
'

(Dcut. xvii. 9) ; thou art, therefore,

not bound to follow' any other but the existing council.

But if a council decree a decree, or ordain an ordinance, or

sanction a custom, and the thing has spread in all Israel ;
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and them arise after them another council, which wishes to

abrogate the former things, and to root out that ordinance,

decree, or custom, it is not permitted, unless they excel the

former in wisdom and in number." (Ibid. c. ii. 1, 2.) Ac-

cording to this doctrine the Sanhedrin in one generation

may teach one doctrine, and in the next generation another
Sanhedrin may abrogate all the legislative acts of the former,
and teach another doctrine, and yet, though one of the two
must necessarily be in the wrong, Israel is bound to obey
both

; and thus the law is made to sanction disobedience to

itself. Nay, more, the will of God is made actually to de-

pend upon the wit and the will of man. Instead of being
eternal and unchangeable truth, it must vary with each

succeeding generation, so that what was truth to a father,

might be falsehood to his son
;
and every new Sanhedrin

would, in fact, have the power to make a new law. How,
then, can the Jews pretend that the Mosaic law is unchange-
able ? Here it is asserted, that the Jews are to receive, as

the law of Moses, whatever the Sanhedrin may think right
to teach and that every new Sanhedrin may overturn the

doctrines of their predecessors, and teach the very opposite ;

BO that instead of being eternal, the law would be one or

the most changeable tilings in the world, and might never
last the same for even two generations. But how can any
man possibly believe, that a command so preposterous should
come from God, or that he would deliver over his people
Israel, bound hand and foot, into the power of seventy-
one persons, and require unconditional obedience, no matter
whether these persons were in the right or in the Avrong ?

Pretensions so extravagant justly excite suspicion, and entirely

destroy the credit of those that make them. They betray an
inordinate lust of power, and savour far more strongly of

ambition than piety. It was no doubt very convenient
for the members of the Sanhedrin to be able to reverse the
decisions of their predecessors. On these terms, the law could
never stand in the way of their own schemes. No matter how
it had been explained or understood before, they had the

power of giving a new interpretation to suit their own
purpose. It is truly wonderful how the Jews can suffer them-
selves to be deluded by an imposture so exceedingly coarse.

A child ought to be able to see, that God could never require a
man to renounce his understanding, and to receive two direct

contradictions as true.

The manifest absurdity of this doctrine is sufficient to prove
that the passage cited ironi ])cut. xvii. is misinterpreted and
misapplied ; and a little consideration will show that it does not

to the Sanhedrin at all. In the first place there is no
mention of that council, nor any thing that even implies a re-
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ference to such a body. The command of God is,
" Thou shalt

come unto t\\u priests, the Lecitcs, and unto \\icjiulge that shall

be in those days, and inquire." It is not said to the judges,
but to the judge 12210771 To these, and not to the Sanhedrin,
Moses requires absolute obedience, and that for a just and suffi-

cient reason, because, as we have shown in Number 2, they had
the means of obtaining an infallible answer by means of the

D^Cirn C'mS Urim and Thummim. It was the privilege of
Israel to be able to ask counsel immediately of God ; and it was
therefore only rational to expect unconditional obedience to

the command of the Almighty. Such decisions were absolutely
unchangeable as God himself, for " He is not a man that he
should lie, nor the son of man that He should repent ;

" and no
man in his senses would have thought of getting a sentence of

this kind reversed. These words can therefore by no means

apply to a tribunal fallible in judgment, and as changeable in

its opinions as in the persons of which it was composed : but if

this passage does not apply, there is no other in the Bible which

requires us to receive the decision of the Sanhedrin as of divine

authority, nor in the oral law either, for it supposes that this

council was capable of mistake. Consequently, the Sanhedrin's

approval of the new order and new religion of the rabbies is of

no weight whatever. The Bible does not command us to be-

lieve that they were always hi the right ; and they themselves

tell us that they might be in the wrong, and therefore might
be in the wrong in their approval of the rabbies.

But the truth is, that neither the Bible nor history gives us

any warrant whatever for regarding the Sanhedrin as a Mosaic

institution. In the first place, it is never once mentioned either

in the Law or in the Prophets. The word Sanhedrin is Greek,
and so far as it goes would lead us to suppose that this tribunal

was not instituted until some time after the building of the

second temple, and after the Greek occupation of the land,

when the Jews had become acquainted with the Greek language.
This Greek word would lead us even to suppose that the San-

hedrin was instituted bv the Greek rulers, and that they gave
the tribunal its name. If it had been an old Mosaic institution,

the Jews themselves, who hated the Greeks, and that with good
reason, would never have given it a Greek name : and even if

the Greeks had assigned this name to a Jewish tribunal, which

had previously existed, the Jews would not have adopted it.

It is true that there is also a Hebrew name for this tribunal,

bVT2n "P"T rP2 1

" The great house of judgment," but if this

had been the original name, it is not at all likely that the Greek

name would have supplanted it ; whereas if it was a Gnx-k in->ti-

tution, and therefore had a Greek name, it is not to be wondered

at that that name should have obtained general currency, or

that it should also be translated into Hebrew. The Hebrew
Q
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name will not do more than the Greek to prove the
antiquity

of the tribunal, for it never once occurs in the Bible, and it

would be very strange, if this council had existed from the time

of Moses, that it should never once be mentioned. The High
Court of Parliament does not hold a more important place in

the history of this country, than the Sanhedrin must have done
in the history of Israel, if it had really existed : how then are

we to account for the fact, that neither the historians nor the

prophets of Israel ever make the most distant allusion to its

being ? If the rabbies speak truth, the prophets, the high priests,
and the kings of Israel, were mere ciphers compared with the

Sanhedrin, for it had supreme power over them all, and could

try, condemn, and execute them, and yet they are mentioned

again and again, and the Sanhedrin passed by in mysterious
jlence ! There are two books of Kings, and two of Chronicles,

relating the history of the Royal rulers of Israel, but the Su-

preme Council of the nation, the rulers of kings and priests, the

loundation-stone of the law, the pillar of religion, have never

obtained even a casual notice ! Is this at all probable ? Would
it be possible to write a history of the British Constitution

without ever once mentioning the existence of the Parliament ?

And yet this is what has happened, according to the rabbies,
to the essential feature of the Constitution of Israel. Neither
the lawgiver, nor the historians, nor the prophets, have said

one word about it.

The rabbies have felt the necessity of finding something or

other in the written law, that would look like the recognition
of the Sanhedrin, and have therefore fixed on two passages
which they think will serve their cause. One is that to which
we have already alluded, "Thou shalt come unto the priests the

Levites, and unto the judge that shall be in those days." (Deut.
xvii. 9.) We have already said sufficient to show that this

passage is totally irrelevant, and now add one remark more,
which is in itself decisive, and that is, that the constitution of
the Sanhedrin, as described in the oral law, is altogether at

variance with the conditions laid down in this passage. The
oral law says

nbii: v-nrroa nvnb msm
iVB -MSB sb DST a^brr n^mn bs nai -rassrc

nt virr D^bs-mr nbiD vn
" The command is, that there should be in the great Sanhedrin,

priests and Levites, for it is said,
' Thou shalt come to the priests,

the Levites.' But if they find none, yea, though they be all

mere Israelites, this is lawful." (Hilchoth Sanhedrin, c. ii. 2.)

According to this the Sanhedrin was to consist of three distinct

classes, priests, Levites, and Israelites
; but Moses does not say
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one \vord of the Levites, as distinguished from the priests. His
words are,

" Thou shalt come to the priests, the Levites." He
does not say,

" The priests and the Levites ;" but simply,
" The

priests, the Levites
; from which it is plain that he was speak-

ing only of that one class of the sons of Levi, who had the office

of the priesthood ; but not of that other class, whose only title

was " The Levites." This is the first difference. The second
is like it, inasmuch as it is also an unauthorized addition, and
that is, that there should be Israelites members of this council,
of whom Moses does not say one word more than he does of
the Levites. Besides the priests, Moses mentions none but the

judge E2iE7n n t t^e judges, so that if the judge was an Is-

raelite, there could at the very most be only one Israelite amongst
those whom Moses appoints as the highest court of appeal in

Israel. But if the judge loCIC&n was himself a priest, then
there was not even one Israelite ;

but the court was composed
exclusively of priests. This court cannot, therefore, be the same
as the Sanhedrin, which was to be composed of all the three
classes. Thirdly, the oral law says, That though the Sanhedrin
should not reckon one priest amongst its members, but should
consist entirely of Israelites, that still it is lawful ; this court can,

therefore, never be the same as that of which Moses says, "Thou
shalt come to the priests, the Levites, and to the judge." The
court which the rabbies have appointed might not have even
one priest, and yet they ask us to believe that this is identical

with that, which, according to the appointment of Moses, could
never have more than one Israelite, but might, and in the days
of Eli actually did, consist exclusively of priests. Truly tne

rabbies must have calculated upon disciples with a most inor-

dinate measure of credulity. The man that would believe this,

would believe that black is white ; or as Rashi says, that hia

right hand is the left, and his left hand the right. And this is

really what modern Judaism expects, and absolutely commands
in so many words. In Rashi's commentary on the words " Thou
thalt not decline from the sentence which they shall show thee,
to the right nor to the left" (Deut. xvii. 11); which words, as

we have seen, the rabbies apply to the Sanhedrin, he says

b3n bssa? sintf 7^ bs "fb now ib"2N

"
Yea, though they should tell thee of the right hand, that

it is the left, and of the left hand, that it is the right." Of
course men that expected from their followers this perfect re-

nunciation of reason, might say any thing they liked, and

might therefore ask them to believe that a court consisting
of all priests was identical with one from which priests were

altogether excluded. But as we are not willing to give up
that reason, which we consider a noble gift of God, we cannot

Q 2
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help thinking that these two courts are as different as day and

night, and that the appointment of Moses does not in the

remotest degree serve as a warrant for the appointment of

the Sanhedrin. Indeed, the sad perplexity of the rabbies to

find out some passage or other on which to father their own
inventions, and the desperate necessity which they felt of

appealing to this passage, proves to us most satisfactorily,
that the Sanhedrin is not a Mosaic institution at all. It is

as impossible that there could be two supreme courts, as that

a man can have two heads. Moses did appoint a supreme
court, from which there was no appeal, as is plain from the

words,
" Thou shalt come to the priests, the Levites, and to

the judge," and we have proved that this court is not identical

with the Sanhedrin. But according to the rabbies, the San-
hedrin was a supreme court ; if, therefore, it had existed,
there would have been two supreme courts, perfectly inde-

pendant of each other, which is plainly impossible. It never
entered into the head even of human lawgivers to be guilty of

such absurdity, and it would be an affront to the wisdom of

the Almighty to suppose that he had sanctioned it in his own
law. This one argument is in itself sufficient to overthrow the

doctrine of a Sanhedrin as taught in the oral law. It was not

only unknown to Moses, but is directly opposed to his own
institution.

This portion of the oral law is, however, most important for

proving the total disregard, or rather contempt, which the

rabbies had for the institutions of Moses, and the motives by
which they were actuated. Moses ordained a supreme court

of judicature, to consist exclusively of priests, together with
the chief civil governor for the time being. The rabbies not

only did not choose to obey the command of Moses, but actu-

ally abrogated his institution, and set up another instead of it.

They were probably enabled to do this in the time of confusion

which followed the Greek conquest. The Greeks, who cared

nothing for Moses or his laws, naturally disregarded the

priests and the lawful civil governor ; and therefore \vhen

they conquered the land, sat up a tribunal of their own, com-

posed not of those whom Moses had appointed, but of any
whom they could find. Indeed, to secure their own dominion,
their natural policy was to exclude those who had previously
held the reins of government. To this new tribunal they
of course gave a Greek name, and called it in their own lan-

guage, ffvvfSpiov, or, as the Talmud pronounces it, Sanhedrin.
The Jews, whom they appointed members, liked the power
which it gave them, and therefore, when the Greeks were
tf:ie, endeavoured to perpetuate it ; and as they could not
find a warrant for it in the written law, declared that the
institution was a part of the oral law : and thus, to gratify
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their own ambition, trampled upon the law of Moses. T his is

the probable history of the rise of the Sanhedrin ; but however
that be, it is certain that it is directly opposed to that supreme
court appointed by Moses, and that it was love of power which
induced the rabbies to sanction it. They thereby depressed the

authority of the priests and the civil governor, and in fact

became the dictators of the Jewish commonwealth. A tribunal

supported from such motives, and so directly subversive of the-

commands of Moses, cannot prove to any lover of the old re-

ligion the authority of the rabbies. Indeed, the approval of
such a body would go far to prove that the oral law and the
rabbies were Moses's enemies. The Mosaic law was first pulled
down before the Sanhedrin could be built up, and it was
founded on the ruins of the Mosaic institutions.

We have not space at present to enter into the other passage
which the rabbies cite in proof of the authority of the Saiihed-

rin, but hope to do so in our next number not that it is neces-

sary to the argument, but simply because it is our earnest wish
that the people of Israel should see how the rabbies arc in

difficulty to n'nd even a semblance of proof for the foundation-

stone of their whole fabric. That one passage from Deuter-

onomy
" Thou shalt come unto the priests, the Levites, and

unto the judge," is quite sufficient to prove that Moses did

not institute the Sanhedrin, but that, on the contrary, it must
have been established by some determined enemies of the

Mosaic law
;
and that it was perpetuated by those whose am-

bition led them to usurp power, which Moses had committed
unto others. We have thus another proof that modern Juda-

ism has demolished even the external form of the Mosaic
constitution. The rabbies were not content with rejecting the

religion of Moses, and casting out the religious teachers whom
he had appointed, but have also revolutionized the national

polity. Moses ordained a supreme council, consisting of the

priests, the Levites, together with the judge, the chief civil

governor ;
but the rabbies have preferred a tribunal estab-

lished by idolatrous Greeks, because this Greek institution

gave the power into their own hands. No wonder that the

God of Moses destroyed their city, and put an end to that de-

lusion with which ambitious and wicked men deceived his

people Israel.
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No. XLIV.

SANHEDRIN CONTINUED.

THE Sanhedrin is, as we said in our last number, the founda-

tion-stone on which the authority of the rabbies, and the whole
fabric of tradition rests. Take away this, and not the shadow
of an argument remains to justify the Jews in their rejection
of the Mosaic religion, and their demolition of the Mosaic
constitution. But this we have done. Enough has already
been said to make it probable that the Sanhedrin, with its

Greek name, was invented and established by the idolatrous

Greeks ; and to make it certain that it is subversive of the

Supreme Council established by Moses, and that, for that

reason, it was not one of his institutions. We have alreacly

disposed of one of the passages which the rabbies quote from
the Pentateuch, to prove the Divine authority of the Sanhe-
drin ; but, as they have, with much difficulty, found two, we
now proceed to consider the second. It is quoted in the

following manner :

rrm noai btnara VST psiap pan YD n3
sim i anpoa bnun j-n rra mnra 7'smp > 73*30

lassc? i s"2 cs^oi nVn3 "-nrra s-ip:n
i 7iT:i2 by nitfOI bSHttn MpTa ETS W93.VJ

i s"3? "nn -jar etf -csvim
" How many councils (or tribunals) ought to be established

in Israel, and of how many members ought they to consist ;
J

Ans. The Great Council in the temple called the Great Sanhe-

drin, ought to be established first, and the number of its

members ought to be seventy-one ; for it is said,
' Gather unto

me seventy men of the elders of Israel ;' and to them Moses is

to be added, and as it is said,
' And they shall stand there with

thee.' (Numb. xi. 16.) This makes seventy-one." (Hilchoth
Sanhedrin, c. i. 2.) Here the rabbies have certainly found the

number seventy-one ; but to prove that this was the Sanhedriu,

they ought first, to show, that these seventy-one persons were
not to be scattered through the tribes, but always to remain

together as one council
; and, secondly, that this council was

to be permanent ; and, thirdly, that this council did really
\ist from the time of Moses to the destruction of Jerusalem ;

and, fourthly, and most important of all, that this was the

Supreme Council ;
for even if the other three points could be

made out, they would be insufficient without this. The San-
hedrin claims to be the Supreme Council, and, therefore, if it

cannot be shown, that the assembly of the seventy ciders is

B2



SANIIEDRIX CONTINUED. 343

identical with the Supreme Council appointed by Moses, this

passage is of no more use than the former one. Now, respecting

the three first points, nothing whatever is said, either in the

Law or the Prophets. And respecting the fourth, even if we

grant the three first, we can shew that these seventy elders did

not constitute the Supreme Council of the nation. We have

proved in our last paper, that the supreme power was vested in

an exclusive council composed of the priests, together with the

judge ESitZTTj but the seventy elders, here spoken of, were to

bo chosen promiscuously from the tribes of Israel, and therefore

cannot be identical with that exclusive assembly; and there-

fore did not compose the Supreme Council ; and therefore had

nothing of the nature of the Sanhedrin, which pretended to be

supreme over all. Thus it appears on examination, that there

is not one text in the whole law of Moses, which authorizes

the establishment of such a council as the Sanhedrin ; but that

on the contrary, it stands in direct opposition to that order of

things prescribed by Moses.

We can, however, go farther, and show that all the particulars

which the rabbies detail concerning it are manifest falsehoods ;

and that, if the Jews choose to believe what the oral law says

concerning the Sanhedrin they mast not only give up Moses, but

renounce all the other inspired writers of the Old Testament.

The particular and exclusive duties of the Sanhedrin are thus

detailed :

-T37 bsbi fcann Enttf brb n:t*p mnao
ns sb r-n ri '**"* ^ V n^ >D ^ SN
pis ^bi npa?n K*33 ns sbi T313 rrnna? t3

bns Vmn r~f ri':a s^s rni&ea ":nn Vnan
sbi snaa ipt rwvi r* P"1 ' nrcban msian
n"3a bs nioion ns j-ptrn sbi nman -PB

sbi nntyn b^i -i-pn bv re^ota r"> ' **n
"2 by sbs bbnn nntfw mrznn nnnbab i

: -pbs is-311 bnan nmn bs n^S2D , b-nan ]n n"2

" A king is not to be appointed except by the decision of the

Great Council of Seventy-one. The minor councils through

the tribes and towns are not to be established except by the

Council of Seventy-one. Judgment is not to be passed on a

tribe that has been entirely seduced, nor upon a false prophet,

nor upon a high priest in capital cases, except by the Great

Council. (In mere money matters the tribunal of three is

competent.) In like manner an elder is not declared rebellious,

iior a city dealt with as seduced,* nor the bitter waters admi-

Compare Dut. xiii. IS, and Hilchoth Accum, c. IT.
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nistered to the suspected adulteress, except by the Great

Council. Neither is an addition made to the city nor to the

courts. Neither are armies led forth to the wars of permission ;

nor the elders led forth to measure in the case of a slain person

(Deut. xxi. 1, &c.), except by command of the Great Council, for

it is said,
'

Every great matter they shall bring to thee.' (Exod.
xviii. 22.)" (Hilchoth Sanhedrin, c. v. 1.) Such is the power
and jurisdiction attributed by the rabbies to the Sanhedrin,
and which we have now to consider. The mere reading over

of these details is sufficient to convince any reasonable man
that the whole affair is a waking dream of some man or men,
intoxicated with the love of dominion. No man in his senses

can believe that God could be the author of a despotism so

dreadful over the minds and bodies of men. In the first place,
here is an aristocracy of seventy persons, described as having
supreme jurisdiction over the King, the High Priest, the

Prophets, and the people possessing the power not only to

judge individuals, but to pass sentence on whole cities and

tribes, and utterly to destroy them if they pleased and this

without any other law or precedent to guide them than their

own will and, inasmuch as they were self-elective, subject to

no control whatever, either of the king or the people. We
have heard much of corrupt corporations lately, but any thing
at all equal to the self-elective corporation of the Sanhedrin we
never heard of, excepting another college of seventy-one, the

grand council of another oral law of later date. It is vain to

say that this body was controlled by the law of Moses. When
the Sanhedrin existed there was no law of Moses, but their

own will. They expounded the law as they liked
;
and as we

saw in our last, were not bound even by the decisions of their

predecessors : and if any man dared to think for himself or to

dispute their interpretation, he was strangled :

: psra \~irpE err-m bs mints csn bs
"
Strangulation was the mode of execution for any learned

man, who rebelled against their words. (Hilchoth Mamrim,
c. i 2.) They had thus the power to make the law say what

they liked : and there was no power on earth to control them.
If they had been appointed by the king, or elected by the

people, they would have been responsible for the abuse of

their power; but they elected their members, and could be

deposed by none but themselves. A despotism so complete
and so dreadful, so inimical to personal security, and so sub-

versive of all liberty of conscience, could never have been
created by God, but must necessarily be the offspring of the

distempered brain of man. We can hardly believe that many
Jews, except the Talmudistic zealots, who might hope to be
made members wish for the restoration of the Sanhedrin ; and
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vet, if they do not, they do not believe in the Jewish religion,

for the re-establishment of that Great Council is the consum-

mation of Judaism : and if they do not believe in this religion,

can thev consider themselves honest men in professing it.t

But we must proceed to consider on what authority tn<

rabbies make these claims to such extensive jurisdiction.
One

would expect to find some distinct command of God, expressly

addressed to the council; but no, their only authority is the

words of Jethro to Moses, "Every great matter they shall

brin" to thee;" a plain confession that there is in the whole

Bible nothing to warrant their pretensions,
or they never

would have taken refuge in words so totally irrelevant.

Indeed, we are rather surprised that they appealed to the

Bible at all, for such an appeal is fatal to all their pretensions.

Just let us examine some of the particulars detailed above, by

the li-ht of God's word. The first pretension is, that "A king

is not to be appointed except by the decision of the Great

Council of Seventy-one."
Now is this true ? Is it possibles to

show that any one of the Kings of Israel was appointed by the

Sanhedrin ? Not one ; but it is possible to prove of many tl

they were appointed without any reference whatever to any

such council. Take, for instance, Saul, the first king of

Israel what had the Sanhedrin to do with his election to tl

kinerly office ? Nothing at all. So far as man was concerned,

Samuel, and Samuel alone, was the instrument of his election.

When the people wished a king, they did not go to the

Sanhedrin, but to Samuel. He dissuaded them, Nevertheless,

the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel." Would they

have ventured to do so if he had been president of so dreadful

a council as the Sanhedrin ? When Saul was anointed, it was

not by the Sanhedrin, nor by their command. No man was

present but the king elect and the prophet. "Then Samuel

took a vial of oil, and poured it upon his head, and kissed nim,

and said, Is it not because the Lord hath anointed thee to be

captain over his inheritance?" (1 Sam. x. 1.) And when

Saul was solemnly confirmed before the people, Samuel was

still the sole agent.
" Samuel called the people together unto

the Lord to Mizpeh, and said, Now therefore present yourselves

before the Lord by your tribes and by your thousands ;
and

Saul the son of Kish was taken." (xi. 17-21.) It cannot be

pretended that the Sanhedrin had anything whatever to

with the matter. But let us try another instance. Let us

look at the election of David ;
was he chosen by the voice of

the Sanhedrin ? Just as little as Saul. Samuel was again

the sole agent.
" The Lord said unto Samuel, How long wilt

thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning

over Israel ? Fill thine horn with oil and go ;
I will send UK

to Jesse, the Bethlehemite ;
for I have provided me a king

Q 3
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among his sons." And so Samuel went and anointed him,
without any intervention whatever of the Sanhedrin, or any
one else. These two cases are sufficient to prove the falsehood

of the rabbinic pretensions ; but there is one more decisive

still, and that is the case of Solomon. Adonijah had made
himself king, and Bathsheba, by the advice of Nathan the

prophet, took measures to make her son Solomon king. But
to whom did Nathan advise her to go ? Did he tell her to go
to the Sanhedrin and to seek justice ? No, but to go to David
the king, and to him she accordingly went, and found him
not in council, or surrounded by the members of the San-

hedrin, but with Abishag, the Shunammite, ministering to

him
; and David, without asking any advice, sware unto her,

"
Assuredly Solomon, thy son, shall reign after me." The

Sanhedrin had nothing whatever to do with the matter. The

assertion, then, that "Nothing was appointed except by the

authority of the Sanhedrin," is a gross falsehood, and very

evidently made by ambitious men, grasping after power to

which they had no right.
In like manner, we might appeal to history to show, that

the tribe of Dan was judged, and that Saul, David, and the

other kings of Israel, waged wars without once consulting the

Sanhedrin ; but there is one of these pretensions so directly

opposed to the plain letter of the Mosaic law, that we prefer

noticing it. The oral law says, that the waters of jealousy
were not administered except by the authority of the Sanhe-

drin. But what says
Moses ? When the spirit of jealousy

comes upon a man, does he tell him to bring his wife to the

Sanhedrin ? No, but to the priest.
" Then shall the man

bring his wife unto the priest," &c. (Numb. v. 15.) What
then is the priest to do ? Is he to go first to the Sanhedrin,
and get its sanction ? No ; as soon as the man has brought
his wife, and the offering of jealousy, the priest's business is to

bring her before the Lord " And the priest shall bring her

near, and set her before the Lord," and is then to proceed
with all the prescribed rites

; and the whole ends with these

K'ain
words,

" And the priest shall execute upon her all this

w." There is not only no mention of the Sanhedrin, but
immediate power is unequivocally given to the priest, yea, he
is commanded to proceed without awaiting the decision of any
other tribunal. Here again, then, the pretenders of rabbinic

tradition are in direct opposition to the plain commands of

Moses, and are therefore unfounded. It is unnecessary to

enter into more of these particulars. The two which we have
examined are contrary to truth

; and two falsehoods are quite

enough to shake the credit of any claims. The only possible

way of establishing the authority of the Sanhedrin, in answer
to this argument, is, to deny the authority of the Bible. There
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is no other alternative-either the authors of the Pentateuch,

the books of Samuel and Kings, are mistaken, or the juris-

diction of the Sanhedrin is a mere fiction. Moses commands a

very different institution, and the historical books represent a

verV different form of government He who wcnTM these

boolcs as inspired, must renounce the authority of the ,

hedrin, whilst ho who maintains it must give up the sacn

b SL is, however, another tribunal mentioned in the above-

quoted passage of the oral law which it is necessary to notice,

und that is Ue minor Sanhedrin, or council
j
rf

twenty-three

It is said, "The minor councils through the tnbes and tcrons

are not to be established except by the council of seventy-oi

and elsewhere we read :

is yn ra ww ^Miora -i"3n -TO ban r^s^
: aw 2*3 craa rrrr nan-' rrafcp rnnao -vn-

In every city of Israel that contains one hundred and

twenVSite7or more, a minor Sanhedrin ought to be

appSed and Of how many members ought it to consist :>

P
f
P
?went;-Sree judges." (Hilchoth Sanhedrin, i. 8.) Now

L is another innovation for which there is no warran wha -

ever in the law of Moses. << Moses chose able men out of aU

Israel, and made them heads over the people, rulers of th

sTds rulers of hundreds ruler, of fifties and rulers of tens

And. thev iuded the people at all times.' (Lxod. xviu. ^a,
^-)

This is the provision which Moses made for the administration

of us learnt he says not a syllable
about the appointment of

riiTsanhedrins of twenty-three so that m this we have

another instance of the effort, which the rabbles made, to get

nd of al the Mosaic institutions, and to substitute their own.

And also another proof that the laws of the Sanhedrm were

not given by Moses, for they require this Council to appoint

S eourts, contrary to his ordinances. &**
from what has been said in these two papers, that the Sanhe-

dnn was altogether an unlawful tribunal, and that therefore

the oral law (Sn receive no support from ite approval : and i

appeal, father, that modern Judaism has toely subverted

bat order of things established by Moses. He ordained tlic

priests the LeStes! as the teachers'of Israel. Modern Judaism

CtSned them out of their office, and substituted
tj ^bbi*.

Moses onlnincd a Supreme Council, consisting of the pnests

mdti^ So. MtoSn Judaism has destroyed that Council,

tas the Sanhedrin in '

over thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens.

dam has put an end to that order, and erected new

bunals of twenty-three.
In fact, if it were possibl
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Jews to realize all the commands of the oral law in their own
land, and Moses were to come amongst them again, he could

never recognize them as his disciples. He would not find one
of his institutions remaining as he left it. It is quite absurd,
and if the subject were not so grave, it would be ludicrous to

hear the Rabbinists exclaiming that the law of Moses is un-

changeable, when they themselves have changed all its main

provisions, and made an entirely new religion. But to the

Jews it ought to be a matter of very serious enquiry, whether
the Mosaic law is unchangeable or not. If the law be unchange-
able, then no rabbinical Jew can entertain a reasonable hope
of salvation, for he professes a religion which has effected the

most extensive changes. In his creed he denies the lawful-

ness of change, and in his practice he changes without scruple.
If the law be unchangeable, it is the bounden duty of every
Jew to give up at once the new religion of the rabbles, and to

return with all haste to the institutions of Moses. But if he
believe that the law is changeable at pleasure, then he ought
to renounce that article of his creed which teaches its immu-

tability. In so serious a matter as religion, he ought to endea-

vour to be consistent, and not halt between two opinions. If

Moses be his lawgiver, then let him serve him. But if he be
determined to continue in the new religion of the rabbies, he

ought to inquire into their character, and the authority and
motives which led them to overturn the religion of their fore-

fathers. Is the religion of Moses a bad religion, which it was

necessary to renounce ? Or, was it only given for a certain

period, and when that period had expired, exchanged for a
new one ? Had the rabbies Divine authority for the changes
which they made, or did they change it for their own con-

venience and interest ? The nature of the changes looks very
suspicious, they all added to their influence and power. As

long as the law of Moses was observed, the rabbies had no

power either in Church or State. But by the changes which

they made, they became absolute despots over the bodies and
souls of all Israel. They had, thus, every possible temptation
to reject the one and adopt the other. But is this a reason

why the Jewish people should also reject the law of Moses ?

They gain nothing, and loose everything, both for time and

eternity, by the change. By adopting the new religion of the

rabbies, they give up the use of that most precious gift, their

reason, in all that regards the law and service of God. A Jew,
who receives the oral law, can have nothing but a blind faith.

He has lost the privilege of considering what God requires of

him, and must simply receive what the rabbies choose to pre-
scribe as his duty : and if they should even go so far as to tell

him that his left hand is his right, and his right hand his left,

he must believe in the decision, and reject the evidences of his
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senses. Or, if he should dare to doubt, where Judaism reigns

triumphant, he must be strangled. There is certainly nothing

very inviting in this system, nothing that should tempt a man

to prefer it to the just, and equitable, and rational religion ot

Moses. He gives the law of God into the hands of the Israel-

ite, and says,
" Behold I have set life and death before you,

choose ye.* He deals with men as rational beings, and re-

quires implicit obedience, not to the word of man, but tc

the oracles of God. He established a supreme council, b

did not permit that council to pass off their own opinions as

infallible, but commanded them to inquire of Him who alone

is free from error. It is truly astonishing that so large a

portion of the Jewish people should still prefer the religion

despotism of the oral law ; and it is more astonishing still, that

they should be deluded to believe, that a system, which has

subverted all the institutions of Moses, is the Mosaic religion.

But the most astonishing circumstance of all is, that those

Jews who have detected the grossness of the delusion and have

themselves renounced the practice of the oral law, should feel

so indifferent about the welfare of their brethren, and so reck-

less of the interests of truth, as to look on in silence ;
or even

appear to countenance error by joining in the rights and cere-

monies of tradition. Even the tribe of Levi itself has lost its

zeal, and abdicated the sacred office committed to it by God.

For eighteen hundred years there has not appeared in Israel

one single person zealous for the law of Moses. All have been

content with calling Moses their master, and there the matter

ends. The priests and the people all unite in violating his

laws, and trampling upon the ruins of his institutions, and

then expect other people to believe that they are the faithful

disciples of Moses.

No. XLV.

SANHEDRIN CONTINUED.

How a nation, so acute and so fond of learning as the Jews,

should ever have been imposed upon by so clumsy an impos

ture as that of the oral law, is truly astonishing. I he C3

ceeding folly of some of its ordinances, the incredibility ot tne

legends' with which it abounds, the extravagant pretensions
of

its doctors, the grinding tyranny of its despotic tribunals, ail

B 3
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seem calculated to awaken doubt in the mind of the most

credulous, and the most ignorant. But the utter want of

evidence to support its claims ought to be sufficient to open
the eyes of even superstition itself. To establish the genuine-
ness of an oral tradition, an unbroken chain of witnesses, from
the rise of the tradition to the present time, is indispensably

necessary. The succession of persons who received it from
their predecessors, and transmitted it to their followers, must
be clearly and accurately made out ;

and the want of a single

link, or the existence of a single chasm in the chain of trans-

mission is quite sufficient to discredit the whole, and to invali-

date the claims to genuineness. To prove the genuineness of

the nD b^ntP rmn , oral law, it is necessary not only to

point out a succession of persons, but a succession of Sanhe-

drins, for, as we have seen, the Sanhedrin was regarded as the

foundation and pillar of tradition. If a single chasm in his-

tory exists, where a Sanhedrin cannot be pointed out, or if the

assigned succession be inconsistent with the written and in-

spired records of the people, the claims of the oral law are

invalidated, and the Jewish nation convicted as the abettors

of a pious fraud, or the unwitting dupes of an imposture.
Now we have already shown that the Sanhedrin was not

instituted by Moses, and was never heard of until after the

Greek conquest of the land of Israel ; and hence it inevitably
follows, that the oral law is totally destitute of that chain of

testimony, by which alone its genuineness could be established.

From Moses to the Maccabees there is one continued chasm,
an immense and impassable abyss, which separates between
modern Judaism and truth. But as the rabbies have endea-

voured to fill up the yawning gulf, or rather to build a

bridge in the air for tne purpose of passing it, we think it

necessary to examine the success of their efforts. They say,
that a chain of testimony, such as is wanted, does actually
exist, and have endeavoured to point out the various links.

If this prove fallacious, then the last and only hope of modern
Judaism is gone ; to prove the fallacy does not require much
argument. The chain of testimony as pointed out by the
rabbies themselves, is inconsistent with history, and wants

continuity even at the very commencement. The first part of

the succession is thus described :

mob a*raH7 rmn nanaa sbtp ^a bs
iTsbsi n"3pt c*sab 12"! rvaa nbia
sinrr wmrbi , ntpaE ibnp inb

pi i rrbs im!n a-'saip rmn ~IDB irm nroa but

ibap c^ai o^apn ma by -rob vn ^ bs yonm
B >by bapi >
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Although the oral law was not written, Moses our master

taugh it all in his Council to the seventy elders ;
Eleazar atao,

and Phinehas, and Joshua, all three, received it from Moses.

But to Joshua, who was the disciple of Moses our mas er he

delivered the oral law, and gave him a charge concerning it.

In like manner Joshua taught it by word of mouth all

days
of Ss life ; and many elders received it

;

from
Joshua

.and

Eli received it from the elders, and from Phinehas.

to the Yad Hachazakah.) Now here the want of continuity

begins, immediately after the third link m
.djifa.

M
Jofhua should inherit the oral law from Moses irvoTttd*
if there was any to he inherited, but who was Joshuas suc-

cessor the rabbics cannot tell us. It is not enough to say that

the elders received it from Joshua; who were the elders, and

,vho wa? *e next president of the Sanhednn, and who w*>

the president after that? To make out a chain of witnesses,

^ iJus aUeast have their names, but ought to know, besides

rt?eir character, their piety, their probity, before we can depend

upon their testimony. The absence of this detail shows that

th* rabbies had no information on the subject, and were merel

trying to make up a story to impose upon the credulous It is

.elf-evident that if they had possessed an accurate detail, they

would have given it; out a* they do not, we must infer that

they had it not ;
and as the Bible gives no information on the

Set we must assert, that the chain of testimony terminates

at the second link. So far are the rabbies from being able to

pro* accession of Sanhedrins from the time of Joshua to

their own, that they are compelled to make a grand leap from

ioshuaTo Eli, and thus to leave a chasm of more than two

tandrri years, which of itself is sufficient to overthrow the

claims of the oral law, and to stamp the Jews as the most

credulous of men if they believe without any evidence

true that the rabbies endeavour to stop up this great cavity

with a great falsehood. They say that Eh received the oral

kwfroifJoshua's elders, and Lm Phinehas; which assertion

Zlies that all these persons lived to be about three hundred

years old ! And yet, if it were true, it wouH not be sufficient

[oTake out the p/oof, for which the succession of Santednns

d and ten years old ......And also all that generation

Were gathered unto their fathers: and there arose another
j*-

Sation after them, which knew not the Lord, nor the works

which he had done for Israel. And the children of Israel did
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evil in the sight of the Lord, and served Baalim." (Judges ii.

8 11.) Now, here the inspired writer says that Joshua and
all that generation died, which expressly contradicts the rab-

binic assertion that Joshua's elders lived to the time of Eli
;

and, further, he says, that the Israelites turned aside to idols :

where was the Sanhedrin at that time ? If it existed, why did

it not stop the torrent of corruption, and punish the transgres-
sors ? And why was it necessary for God to raise up Judges
to do the Sanhedrin's work ? We do not once read of the

Sanhedrin, or any other council, helping Israel. In the book
of Judges, deliverance is ascribed solely to the judges whom
God raised up.

" When the Lord raised them up judges, then
the Lord was with the judge, and delivered them out of the

hand of their enemies all the days of the judge And it

came to pass when the judge was dead, that they returned and

corrupted themselves more than their fathers." (Ibid. 18, 19.)

Indeed, that saying so often repeated in the book of Judges,
" In those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did

that which was right in his own eyes," shows that there was
no Sanhedrin either. If any council of the kind, armed with
such despotic power, had existed, the children of Israel could
not have done that which was right in their own eyes.
Whether, then, we look at the Bible or at the rabbinic

account, we have a period of more than two hundred years,

during which there is no evidence at all either for the ex-

istence of the Sanhedrin or of the oral law. The chain of

testimony, therefore, offered by the rabbies, is not complete ;

and is, moreover, unworthy of credit, as it contains a gross
falsehood concerning the age to which Joshua's elders lived.

A little more examination will show us that it contains more
than one falsehood. After telling us that David received the
oral law from Samuel and his council, it thus proceeds :

snim rrn nbi rrn a"nsn "ssvn ^iVt&n rrns
rvm THE bap Mini nton ^2 ?Bp rrm ntras

: 13-H rvm wfrwn rrnsa bnp imbsi in
"
Ahijah the Shilonite was one of those who came out of

Egypt, and a Levite, and he heard the oral law from Moses :

but he was little in the days of Moses, and received the oral

law from David and his council. And Elijah received from

Ahijah the Shilonite and his council." Now, in the first place,
this statement is very absurd. To suppose that one, who had
heard the law from Moses, should at last receive it from

David, is contrary to probability : but to assert that Ahijah
was a little boy in the time of Moses, and that he lived until

the reign of Solomon, that is, above five hundred years, is

manifestly a falsehood, and, whether wilful or not, completely
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destroys the credibility of this attempt at a succession of

witnesses. If involuntary, and the result of error, it shows

that the rabbies who have transmitted this story were so weak

in intellect as to swallow any improbability ; and that as they

transmitted one lie, they may have transmitted more. But t

voluntary, no one will argue that the testimony of wilful tan

is worth much. This last attempt, therefore, to prop up the

authority of the oral law is vain.

But this rabbinic chain of testimony goes on to tell us that,

amongst others, the oral law passed through Jeremiah t

prophet :

rma p T ' <iri n'n1 rp:~n ^P i"'
"

1^
n <

>-T fV31 JTQ^O '2p

Jeremiah received from Zephaniah and his council, and

Baruch the son of Neriah received from Jeremiah and his

council." Now, if this means that Jeremiah was the MMT3,

or President of the Sanhedrin, it is plainly false. The whole

history of Jeremiah shows us that he was not the powerful

head of a despotic and irresistible council, but an unprotected

and persecuted man. Had he been president of a tribunal so

dreadful, and whose sentence of excommunication was in itself

sufficient to protect him, the people and the princes would

never have dared to reject
his words as they did, much less to

make an attempt on his life. But if, on the other hand, it be

said that Jeremiah's council does not mean the Sanhediin, then

we have another chasm in the succession of Sanhedrins, and

consequently the proof fails again. But this chain of evidence

is not only contrary to fact, and to the inspired writings.of the

prophets ; it is also inconsistent with the oral law itself, for it

asserts that two proselytes form a part of the chain of trans-

mission :

-niTB ibsp ca-n rvai pisn v-a ivbeasi J

srj 03-1 rrai -warm bbn , oan rvai
rrai

" Shemaiah and Abtalion, proselytes of righteousness, and

their council, received from Judah and Simon and their

council Hillel and Shammai and their council received trom

Shemaiah and Abtalion and their council." Now, according

to the oral law, it is unlawful for proselytes to be members

of any councU or tribunal. Respecting the Supreme Council,

it is expressly said :

Q^i? D'3n3 * W

ia3 nain^b w^irnb n
^3? na?
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" None are to be made members of the Sauhedrin except
priests and Levites, and Israelites of so good a genealogy as to

be fit to intermarry with the priests ;
for it is said,

' And they
shall stand there with thee,' (Numb. xi. 16,) i.e. like unto thee

in wisdom, in piety, and in genealogy." (Hilchoth Sauhedrin,
c. ii. 1.) And even of an inferior tribunal it is said :

nr -nn -a ana -rns n^nttf nvw # ]*i rra
: VIDS

"A tribunal of three, one of whom is a proselyte, is un-

lawful." (Ibid. 9.) If then, it was unlawful for a proselyte to

be a member of the Saiihedrin, or any other tribunal, how is it

that we find two at the head of one of those councils through
which the oral law was transmitted ? If the decisions of the

oral law be valid, that council was illegitimate, and therefore

totally incompetent to the transmission of tradition, and then

we have a break in the chain of testimony even at that end
which is nearest to the rabbies. But if that council be con-

sidered competent, then the oral law which condemns it cannot
contain the true tradition. But in either case, the genuineness
of the law is overthrown.

The sum of what we have said is this : That even if we
were to give up our other arguments against the authority of

the Sanhedrin and the oral law, and were willing to rest this

question on the testimony of the rabbies themselves, the defec-

tiveness, inconsistency, and falsehood manifested in that testi-

mony, would be sufficient to throw discredit on all their claims.

They have not only no proof from Scripture, but are not able

themselves to find in tradition an unbroken chain of testimony.

They fail at the very outset. After producing two links, they
leave a chasm of above two hundred years unaccounted for.

"When they take it up again, they are convicted of gross false-

hood in asserting that men lived, after the deluge, to the age
of five hundred years : and are not able even to make out a

story that will agree with the oral law itself. The most
favourable ground, then, that can be taken for the defence

of the oral law proves untenable. But if to this we add the

arguments contained in the former papers, and remember that

the Sanhedrin is in direct opposition to the law of Moses, is

never mentioned in any of the sacred books, nor heard of until

the Greek language was spoken in the land of Israel, every
support is taken from the oral law, and it sinks down to the

level of a mere imposture, of which the Jewish people have
been the dupes and the victims. How long they will remain

so, it is for themselves to consider. The times of blind faith,

such as modem Judaism requires, are gone by ; the Jews can
therefore no longer remain the blind followers of the super-
stitious and ambitious rabbies. Either they must honestly



SANHEDKIN CONTINUED.

SS^JttShas
1

* ^frue
dSsers of tr^th! No one, who at all knows the nation will

il
-

-

S^to the other parts of the oral law, the doctrine of a San-

Iwn^ he departed again into a mountain himself alone.

?John
g
>d 15.) His doctrine was, My kingdom is not ot this

world
^ And in like manner he taught his disciples not to

after worldly power. "Ye know that they which are

nted torute over the Gentiles exercise lordship over

are perfectiy
iee from the SuBp,cion of mating
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religion subservient to the promotion of ambitious schemes.
The teachers of the oral law had, and even now have a temp-
tation to uphold its doctrines, because they make them the
absolute rulers of the Jewish people, and this tendency is a

strong ground of suspicion. When God sent Moses, he pre-
served him from all similar imputation, for though he possessed
the supreme power during his life, his claims were attested by
miracles which could not be denied : and at his decease his

children were chief neither in Church nor State. The priest-
hood remained in the family of Aaron, and the chief magis-
tracy fell to the lot of Joshua. Thus disinterestedness distin-

guished the characters of Moses and Jesus from those of the

rabbies. The doctrine of the Sanhedrin reveals but too plainly
the motives by which the authors of the oral law were actuated.

Of course we do not mean to ascribe the same motives to

all the advocates of the oral law in the present day. Those
motives are necessarily confined to those times when Judaism
can be realized, and cannot, therefore, be called forth until

there is a prospect of restoring the rabbinic polity. Our object
is not to condemn the modern Jews, but to open their eyes to

a true view of that system by which they have been so long
deluded. And if they should ask us, Where, then, is the truth

to be found ? we reply, in Moses and the prophets. For

though we are Christians, we firmly believe that true faith in

the Old Testament must terminate in Christianity. The only
real obstacle in the way of a Jew's receiving Jesus as the

Messiah, is the prejudice, that his fathers, who rejected him,
must have been in the right ;

and this obstacle we are endea-

vouring to remove. We have already made it appear that

they were in the wrong ;
and our late papers have removed

the strongest objection that they urge, namely, that the sen-

tence of the Sanhedrin was decisive against his claims. We
have shown that the Sanhedrin was altogether an unlawful

tribunal, not established by Moses, but, as its name intimates,

by the Greeks, and modelled by artful and ambitious men for

their own purposes : and as the tribunal was unlawful, so was
the sentence. Indeed the fact that the Lord Jesus Christ was
condemned by an unlawful tribunal is a testimony in his

favour. It shows that he disapproved of and opposed their

unlawful doings. Jesus was not condemned by the friends

of Moses, but by his enemies. The religion of Christ was

persecuted, not by those who conscientiously kept Moses' com-

mands, but by those who had first defaced every feature of

Mosai.sm. The men who condemned the Lord Jesus were the

tyrannical usurpers of an authority which Moses had given to

others ; and if Moses himself had appeared amongst them,
and asserted the rights of the priests and Levites against

the

rabbies, they would just as readily have crucified him as the
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T^rd Jesus Christ The Jews, therefore, of the present day,

^ho approve tS condemnation of Jesus, unite with the enemies

of Mols but those who are lovers of the Mosaic law must

approve the efforts of Jesus to deliver it from the corruptions

Messiah or not, they must confess that he died a martyr t<

his zeal for the law" of Moses, and are O"*^"^
ira&^^ws^^?S3
others for their transgressions-not

because he endeavoured

to overturn the religion of Moses, but because he resolutely

defendedSs truth afainst those who were introducing a new

religion upon its ruins.

No. XLVL

CONTEMPT FOR THE FEMALE CHARACTER.

MODERN Judaism, or the religion of the oral law, cannot

bear the slightest investigation. Its existence depends alt.

gether upon a blind faith. As long as a man M.willing to

deliver up his understanding into the hands of the rabbles,

SZ their bidding believe that his right hand is his left a*

Sey require ;
so loSg he may be a zea ous professor of

Juda^m
But, the moment that he begins to think and to reason, and to

compare his traditional faith with the doctrines of Moses and

Se Prophets, he must begin to doubt and if he really has a

love for the law of God, he must ultimately renounce that

superstition which caused the destruction of the temple and

alTthe subsequent calamities of his people, and still enslaves

the greatest portion of his nation. It matters not at which

point he views it-its theoretic principles and its practica

effects equally condemn it, and prove that it is so far from

being a revelation from God, that it is not even the work of

MO?or wise men. The doctrine of the Sanhedrm, which we

lately considered, exhibits it as a spiritual despotism the mo

intolerable ; but the utter contempt with
*Juch

it looks down

upon the female portion of mankind makes it to this hou

a positive curse to the daughters of Israel, and proves that i

does not proceed from Him who created male and female, ai
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pronounced a blessing upon the one as well as the other. One
of the prominent characteristics in every false religion is the

degradation of womankind. The Mahometan imposture de-

bases women to the level of the brute creation. Judaism

places them in the same category with slaves. In Mahometan
countries, women are deprived of all culture of head and heart.

Rabbinism, as we saw in No. 3, pronounces that fathers are

exempt from all obligation to teach their daughters the law of

the Lord : but we must proceed to consider fully the estimate

which liallinism teaches the Jews to form of their daughters,
their sisters, their mothers, and even the wife of their bosom :

and in doing this we shall not go to the opinions of the igno-
rant, the vicious, or the superstitious, but to the standard

books of the nation. It is not possible to produce in English
much of the slanderous assertions contained in the Talmud ;

many are too bad for translation, but still enough can be

brought forward to prove satisfactorily that the rabbies look

upon womankind with contempt. It is generally agreed that

Rambam, or Maimonides, was one of the most learned and

enlightened of the rabbies, and yet the contempt which he
felt for the female head and heart appears very plainly in the

following passage :

powi rmnn rvnsn nans o'nn cn las'1 bs
IN rn rvrnron nimrin bs bapSD na nnosrn
rnToyn ] B7VI2N1 fsnn nbisn "nb rotsa? ns
rvmnan mbbpn 70 b^asa? "HD ?nn rmn rrprrrna?

V f Mnn abiyn ^no rrow sba? ns i rmrn
p*r ^2 "nwa? i nrn ^-nn bs na?n Tinrb ^isi

D^s^nan nb3?a nss^si ns-i^a -QTO sin nt
nt "-n by yn

nmne? 137

" Let not any man say, Behold I perform the commandments
of the law, and study in its wisdom, in order to obtain the

blessings written therein, or to be worthy of the life of the
world to come : and I abstain from the transgressions against
which it warns, in order to be delivered from tie curses written
in the law, or that I may not be cut off from eternal life. It

is not right to serve God in this way, for he that serves thus,
serves from fear, and that is not the degree to which the

prophets and wise men attained. No one serves God in this

way, except unlearned men (Amharatzin), women, and chil-

dren, whom they accustom to serve from fear, until their

understanding increases, so that thev may serve from love."

(Hilchoth T'shuvah, c. x. 1.) Here Maimonides sinks women
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down to the level of children, and even classes their moral and

intellectual faculties with those of the despised Amharatzm.

We saw in No. 1 that an amhaaretz is of so little value, that

his life Is not considered more precious than that of a fish, and

such it appears was Rambam's estimate of the value of a

woman. TMs most learned rabbi considered it impossible tor

a woman to love God or to serve him aright ;
and when lie

wished to warn the Jews against serving God in an erroneous

manner, he actually tells them not to serve Him as the womer

do. A more debasing imputation cannot be cast upon a human

being than this, that he is physically incapable of loving God

or serving Him aright.
- If he had asserted that since the tail

of Adam, the whole human race is far gone from original

righteousness, and that therefore the love of God is not in

them, he would have said what is asserted in Scripture : but

the opinion that women, that is, one half of the human species,

have a phvsical incapacity to love and serve God ; and that we

are to regard them as a sort of finger-post for pointing out

error, or a notorious example of that irreligion which we are

to avoid, is to blaspheme the Creator, and to holdup the whole

female sex to the universal scorn of their sons, their brothers,

and their husbands. It may be said, in palliation of so foul a

libel, that Ranibam lived amongst Mahometans, and that he

.insensibly imbibed the opinions of the followers of the false

prophet. Now it is most true that he could never have learned

this sentiment from Christians. The New Testament does not

teach us to look upon women as Amharatzin, but to regard

them as rational and responsible beings, capable of doing

God the same acceptable service as men, liable to the same

awful judgment, and partakers of the same blessed hope.

This apology, if true, would only serve to excuse Rambam :

it would not defend the sentiment itself, but on the contrary,

stamp it as Mahometan. It is not true, however, that Rambam

imbibed this notion from intercourse with Mahometans : he

learned it in the oral law, which has such a low opinion 01

women as to pronounce their testimony invalid.

in 12 Hsaan? ^a bs ' on mboa ^"

n ibsi > rmsb bios win
mznnm i

f irmrn ^yaiam crrmpm pitam i OT?anm
: mvrs v?s nn

" There are ten sorts of disqualification, and every one in

whom any one of them is found, he is disqualified from giving
evidence ; and these are they women, slaves, children, idiots,

deaf persons, the blind, the wicked, the despised, relations,

and those interested in their testimony behold these are ten.
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(Hilchoth Eduth., c. ix. 1.) Now, it will be observed that

these ten classes may be reduced to two those who are dis-

qualified by physical or intellectual infirmity, as children,

idiots, deaf and blind persons ; and secondly, those whose
moral integrity is exposed to suspicion, as slaves, wicked
and despised persons, relations, and those who have an in-

terest in the cause. To one of these two classes women must

belong : they are disqualified either because of incapacity, or

because their moral feeling may not be trusted, and in either

case are treated with a most unmerited contempt. It is true,

that the rabbies endeavour to prove that the law of Moses
excludes women from giving testimony, saying

^ bs -iSDtt7 minn p nvrsb rnbios a^raa

: mpa par? sbi -ot ]iB?b
" Women are disqualified by the law from giving testimony,

for it is said,
' At the mouth of two witnesses,' where the

word witness is of the masculine, not the feminine gender ;"

but this proof is altogether inconclusive ; on the same prin-

ciple it might be proved that women might break all the ten

commandments, for they are all given in the masculine gender.
Indeed it is self-evident that God could not have given a law
so absurd. There are thousands of cases, where, if women
could not give evidence, all the ends of justice would be de-

feated. Take, for instance, the famous judgment of Solomon,
where the two women laid claim each to the living child. In
this case there could be no testimony but that of the women
themselves, and Solomon did not send them away because they
were women. Take also the case of Boaz and Ruth. When
Boaz wished to marry Ruth, it was necessary first to redeem
the inheritance, and for this it was absolutely necessary to

prove that Ruth was the -wife of Naomi's son. But there was
no testimony but that of the women themselves. Elimelech,

Chilion, and Mahlon, were all dead, and the marriage had
taken place in a foreign land, yet we do not read of any diffi-

culties being raised. Boaz himself, Naomi's kinsman, and the

elders of Israel, appear all to have been perfectly satisfied.

The disqualification of women, therefore, was not ordained by
Moses, but is the invention of the rabbies, and shows that the

rabbies had so low an opinion of the intellect or the integrity
of women, as to think either that women are so half-witted as

not to be fit to give testimony, or so dishonest as not to be
trusted in the testimony which they may give.
But this degradation of the female character is not confined

to the rabbinic courts of law. They have dared to carry it

even into the house of God, and to make it prominent in the

public worship of the Creator. The oral law has ordained

that no public worship, nor indeed many religious solemnities,
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can be performed, unless there be ten persons present, but

from this number it has carefully excluded the women, deter-

mining that

rmn >32 nbiD vrrrc -* rnrcsn nbsi

It is necessary that all these ten be free and adult men."

(Orach Chaiim, 55.) So that if there should be ten thousan

women in the synigogue, they are counted as nobody and

unless there be ten men there can be no service. Hence i

She daughters
of Israel are never suffered to appear a*

participators
i the worship of God, but are compelled to look

on from a distance, as if they had neither part nor lot in the

matter. Now what reason is there why women should not be

regarded as worshippers ? Are they not rational beings ? are

ffi not creatures of God? are they not heirs of immortality

iust as well as the men ? Will they not join m the praises of

{he redeemed in Paradise ;
or is the Mahometan doctrine true

hat women have no souls ? Certainly, when one looks at ti

Jewish synagogue, one would think so. Before marriage
^the

women neve? |o there at all, and after marriage how seldom.

oTJhe Barbary coast they hardly ever go, and m Poland how

common is it, whilst the men are m the synagogue at prayer

to see their wives outside loitering and chatting, as if the

public worship of God was no concern of theirs. Even .this

country the attendance of females is not at all equal to that of

the men. How contrary is this state of things to the com-

mand of God in the Psalms, Both young men and maidens ;

old men and children ;
let them praise the name of the Lord

ra -xlviii 12, 13.) And again,
" Let every thing that

ha hleafrrle J Lord." Psalm cl. 6
)
fcm different

ha ea Pre .
.

is the condition of the Jewish females under the oral law,

from that described by Moses :- .When
Mmam the pro-

phetess, the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand ;
and

all the women went out after her, with timbrels and with

dances And Miriam answered them, Sing ye to the Lord,

for he hath triumphed gloriously.'.' (Exod. xi 21.) Then the

women were permitted to unite in the noblest work that can

engage the soul of human beings, the praises of our God. But

now they are shut out, according to the ordinance of the

Sies-they are not reckoned amongst God's worshippers,

and if ten thousand of them should go to the synagogue,

unless there should also be a sufficient number of men, a

disciple of the rabbies would count them as nobody, and not

think it worth his while to read prayers for them. A aw

like this cannot possibly proceed from God, He makes no such

difference between male and female.
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" He delighteth not in the strength of the horse ; he takcth

not pleasure in the legs of a man." (Ps. cxlvii. 10.)
" The

sacrifices of God are a hroken spirit ; a broken and contrite

heart, O God, thou wilt not despise" (Ps. li. 17) ;
no matter

whether it be male or female.

But the oral law is not content with degrading women by
refusing to number them as a part of the congregation, it

actually prescribes a form of daily prayer expressive of their

contempt. Every day the men say

: ns "ares sbtp cV?n *f?n i3Nnb n nnw "fro
" Blessed art thou, O Lord, our God ! king of the universe,

who hath not made me a woman." Whilst the women are

directed to say

: Yjv.ro "3B73HZ? ciyn -fa urs n nn -p-n
" Blessed art thou, O Lord our God ! King of the universe,

who hath made me according to his will." (Daily Prayers,

p. 6.) The proud benediction of the men is founded alto-

gether on the oral law, which promises rewards not to the

state of the heart, but to the external operation of keeping
God's commands, and as many of them cannot be kept by the

women, intimates that the men will have a greater reward.
This prayer, or rather thanksgiving, refers especially to the

study of the law, from which they suppose the woman to be

dispensed, and for which they expect no small reward in the

world to come, and upon which they pride themselves, par-

ticularly in this present life. The man who remembers the

day of judgment, when the secrets of all hearts shall be

revealed, or bears in mind that the distinction of sex, like

the difference of rank or office or nationality, is only for this

world, will find but little reason for offering up any such

thanksgiving. He knows that God will render to every
human being, not according to sex, but according to deeds ;

and feeling that all, both male and female, are sinners, will

see that such arrogance is unbecoming at all times, and par-

ticularly odious at the moment when he comes to ask pardon
of Him " who spieth out all our ways." Instead of despising
others, under the pretence of thanking God, the truly devout

man will be much Tiiore ready to take up the language of

David, and say
" IviVr not into judgment with thy servant,

O Lord ; for in thy sii>-ht shall no man living be justified."
It appears, from these quotations, that Maimonides did not

learn his contempt for womankind from the Mahometans, but

from the oral law and the prayers of the synagogue. Modern
J udai&m disqualifies a woman from giving evidence, shuts hw
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out from the study of God's Word, excludes her from the

number of his worshippers, and even in its prayers to God

pronounces her as nothing better than a heathen, or a slave :

for in the preceding benedictions, the man says first" Blessed

art thou, O God, &c., who hath not made me a
heathen;^

then,
" Blessed art thou, &c., who hath not made me a slave ;

and, finally,
" Blessed art thou, &c., who hath not made me a

woman." Now we ask every Jew and Jewess, into whose

hands this book may fall, whether a religion which teaches

oae-lialf of the human race to despise and degrade the other

half, can possibly come from God ? or whether it is not the

invention of narrow-minded and vain-glorious men? Even

reason itself would tell us that God can never teach us to

despise the works of his own hands, and still less to hold up

the mother who bore us, or the companion who has shared all

our joys and sorrows, to the scorn of a privileged class of

human beings. And yet this is what the oral law does, and

thereby shows that it does not proceed from Him who inspired

Moses and the prophets. The writings of the Old Testament

furnish no warrant for female degradation. They commence

by telling us that the woman as well as the man was formed

in the image of God, and that though woman was first led into

transgression, yet that she should have the honour of giving

birth to him who should bruise the serpent's head. (Gen.

iii. 15.) They tell us further, that when God was pleased

to give the commandments from Sinai, that he exacted of all

children to honour the mother as well as the father " Honour

thy lather and thy mother." But how is it possible for any
one to honour his mother who despises her as an inferior being,

does not look upon her as fit to give evidence in a court of law,

and even makes it a matter of public thanksgiving that he is

not like her ? Surely such an one is much more like him of

whom it is said

: IBS nnn ms VDS
" A foolish man despiseth his mother." (Prov. xv. 20.) The

oral law is, in this respect, altogether inconsistent with the

law of God. The former tells fathers to leave their daughters

without any religious education, and the latter supposes that

thcv have been so well taught as to be able to teach their sous.

Thus Solomon says, more than once, "My son, keep thv

father's commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother,"

"TQS mV"l- (Prov. vi. 20.) But how is it possible for those

Jewish mothers,' in Poland or Africa for instance, who cannot

even read themselves, to teach their sons ? or, even suppose

thev could read, how can a son believe in his mother's instruc-

tion, when the oral law tells him that she is not qualified to

give testimony? But the Bible docs not teach us merely
R 2
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to have a respect for our own mother, but shows us generally
that God is no respecter of persons, and that he bestows his

gifts upon all. It presents to our view many women, as Sarah,

Rebecca, Miriam, Deborah, and Hannah, as examples of piety,
and informs us that in the time of salvation, he will pour out

his Spirit upon all flesh, without any distinction of sex or

nation. " And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour
out my spirit upon all flesh

;
and your sons and your daughters

shall prophesy." (Joel iii. 1. In the English Bible, ii. 28.)

Yea, as if to mock the rabbies and the oral law, God adds, that

it shall be given even to the male and female slaves.

nnnn a^n mnarcn bin onagri by
ns

"
Yea, even upon the servants and handmaids, in those days,

will I pour out my spirit." The two classes of human beings
whom, next to the Amharatzin, the oral law treats with the

most indignity, are women and slaves : but God's thoughts are

not like the rabbies' thoughts, and he, therefore, graciously
stands forth as the vindicator of the oppressed, and promises
even to these classes the gift of prophecy. Here again, then,
we see that " as far as the east is from the west," so different

is God's law from the present religion of the Jewish people.
The religion of the rabbies is a grinding tyranny, oppressive to

the Gentiles, to slaves, yea, and to all unlearned Jews, and
that does not even spare the wives, the mothers, and the

daughters of Israel. Wherever the oral law can have its full

sway, as in Mahometan countries, the women are left totally
destitute of learning and religion they are not even taught to

read. In not one of those countries is a school for female

children to be found. It is only in Christian lands that the

daughters of Israel get any education, or ever attain to

anything like that station which God destined them to fill.

Wherever the light of Christianity shines, however feeble, it

ameliorates the condition of the female portion of the Jewish

nation, and compels even the disciples of Rabbinism to take a
little more care of their souls and their intellects. Jewish
females are therefore deeply indebted to the doctrines of Jesus

of Nazareth. If he had not risen up against the oral law, they
would be

universally
classed with slaves, idiots, and Amha-

ratzin. He has delivered them from this degradation. Let
them then consider the religion of Jesus, and the religion
which the rabbies have taught them, and then let them decide

which is most beneficial to their temporal and eternal welfare.

The religion that comes from God must be beneficial to all his

rational creatures. A religion that oppresses or disdains any
one class, and deprives them of religious instruction, cannot
come from him.
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No. XLVI1.

POLYGAMY.

GREAT and striking is the difference of position
wh ch

womankind occupies in Europe and in the countries of the

East In the latter they are men's slaves : in the former h

companions. In the latter they are oWects of contempt even

to their own sons. In the former they are the honoured

instruments to impart the first elements of learning and re-

gion. Here in Europe they appear as co-heirs, with man, o

reason, of intellect, of liberty and immortality ;
but there the>

seem to be an inferior race of beings, at the very most a better

sorfof domestic animal. That the European state of things is

more agreeable to God's intention in the creation of male and

female is evident from the consideration, that there one half of

the human race is doomed to degradahon and misery, whi

here they enjoy a becoming respect and a much larger portion

of happiness ;
and still more from observing the effects of the

two systems. Here the intellectual and moral powers of

mankind have far advanced towards perfection,
but there the

Cum race is still debased and barbarous Now that, which

makes happy and improves, must necessarily be more agree-

able to Goffs purpose in creation, than that which degrades

and makes unhappy; and this argument will also go far to

prove that another striking feature of difference, which distin-

guishes the West from the East, is also more in accordance

with the will of God ;
we mean the fact that here men have

only one wife, whilst there they have many. There can be no

doubt that this characteristic of European life conduce much

to the well-being and the peace of families, as well as to th

moral and intellectual improvement of individuals. In these

two ffrcat advantages and means of happiness the Jewesses of

Europe participate. They are not illiterate slaves like their

sisters in the east, neither do they divide their husbands affec-

tions with many. Here the Jews, like the Christians, haAe

only one wife. It becomes, therefore, a most interesting

subicct of inquiry to know to what the European Jewesses are

indebted for this "superiority of respect and happiness. Is it to

their own religion, or to the religion of Christians that is, is i

to Judaism or Christianity ? \Ve might answer at once, chat

Judaism has certainlv not produced this salutary difference, for

then it would have "produced the same effect in Mahometan

countries, but we prefer referring to the oral law itself.

have already shown that modem Judaism degrades women to

the level of slaves and Amhamtzm : we shall now prove that

the Jewesses are not indebted to itfor the abolition of polygamy.
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When Napoleon assembled the famous Parisian Sanhedrin, he

proposed this question to the Jewish deputies,
" Is it lawful

for Jews to marry more than one wife ?
" To which they

returned the following answer :
" It is not lawful for Jews to

marry more than one wife : in all European countries they
conform to the general practice of marrying only one. Moses
does not command expressly to take several ; but he does not
forbid it. He seems even to adopt that custom as generally
prevailing, since he settles the rights of inheritance between
children of different wives. Although this practice still pre-
vails in the East, yet their ancient doctors have enjoined them
to restrain from taking more than one wife, except when the
man is enabled by his fortune to maintain several. The case

has been different in the West; the wish of adopting the

customs of the inhabitants of this part of the world has in-

duced the Jews to renounce polygamy. But as several indi-

viduals still indulged in that practice, a synod was convened at

Worms in the eleventh century, composed of one hundred
rabbics, with Guerson (Gershom) at their head. This assembly
pronounced an anathema against eveiy Israelite who should,
in future, take more than one wife. Although this prohibition
was not to last for ever, the influence of European manners has

universally prevailed." (Transactions of the Sanhedrin, p. 150.)
A more evasive, false, and inconsistent answer has rarely been

given to a plain straightforward question. First they say
decidedly, that it is not lawful for Jews to many more than
one wife : then they spend a page in contradicting themselves,
and at last acknowledge that the abolition of polygamy was
first owing to the anathema of a rabbi, and that it is now to

be attributed to the influence of European manners. But what
are European manners ? What religion do Europeans profess ?

Plainly the religion of Jesus of Nazareth, so that here the
Jewish deputies acknowledge that if Jewish wives have not

got three or four or more rivals shut up with them in the same
house, they owe this benefit to Christianity. But we must not
rest satisfied with this answer of the Parisian deputies ; we
must ask the oral law itself, whether it is lawful for Jews
to man'v more than one wife, and must hear the oral law's

reply. It answers thus :

rm 7-2 nsn iss o^m HED DIM
sim i aas'

1

? nbiD-' intrs rsi IT nn in
: nnsi nns bab ^N-O rmsn rnoa -isa? ]rvb

" A man may marry many wives, even a hundred, either at

once, or one after the other, and his wife cannot prevent it, pro-
vided that he is able to give to each suitable food, clothing,
and marriage-duty." (lad Hachasakah Hilchoth Ishuth., c.
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xiv 3 ) This is rather different doctrine from that of the

Parisian Sanhedrin. Here it is plain that the oral law allows

a man to have more than one wife, and does not stint him at

all as to the number. The Arbah Turim teaches precisely the

same doctrine, except that it advises a man not to marry more

than four :

wana
. &vn

-irn" ens KIIP Nc? nn-na nx* n^sn i3na

: a"a;a

A man may marry many wives, for Rabba says it is lawful

to do so, if he can provide for them. Nevertheless, the wise

men have given good advice, that a man should not marry more

than four wives/ (Even Haezer, 1.) So far then as Judaism

is concerned, poligamy is lawful; and a Jew that would even

restrict himself according to the advice of the rabbies, might

still have four wives. It is not his religion that teaches him to

be content with one : and therefore, we must, further inquire

how it is that the Jews, who consider polygamy lawful, do not

indulge in it. The Parisian deputies have already informed us

that it still prevails in the East, and that it prevailed in .Europe

until the eleventh century, when R. Gershom anathematized it.

In the place just cited we find a similar statement :

i3>s nnw n nbs wb brc unaa; ojpaa
riana n in^s b3? mns n wi *wn

tSnrm ^b nna^a bnw intZ7 br srcisn by

iropn niaa7B

" In a place where the custom is to marry only one wife, it

is not permitted to marry more than one woman. R. Gershom

anathematized any one that should many a second, whilst hi*

wife was alive ;
but this anathema does not extend to the case

of the widow of a brother, who has died without children, nor

to the case of a woman who is only betrothed. This ordinance,

however, does not obtain in all lands, and the anathema was

only to last until the end of the fifth thousand years. Hence

it appears that before R. Gershom, polygamy was lawful and

Jews in Europe, but that he lorbade it except in

S"SSy.T^KSS^^m^
fifth Sand Vears, that is, until the year 1240 of the Christian

era. This period is now long past, for the Jews reckon this year

5597 and Gershom's anathema has therefore lost its force;

consequently, the only obstacle which their religion opposed to
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nolvamy has been removed, and, so far as conscience is

concerned, every professor of Judaism must feel himself at

liberty to marry as many wives as he likes. He knows that

R. Gershom's anathema has expired, and if he goes to the

codes of Jewish law, he finds that it is (eft doubtful, *or in-

stance, the note on the passage just cited says-

ananm napnn ibs ma'nn

?nrj nnss iznab n^a a manai nmru?

Q->n
rsi r 'BPzann nbs abrca -ODW -inwn pan:
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" Nevertheless, in all these countries the ordinance and the

custom remain in force, and it is not lawful to many two wives ;

and he that transgresses and does so is to be compelled by

anathema and excommunication to divorce one of them. But

some say that in the present time he that
transgresses

the

anathema of R. Gershom is not to be compelled, for the five

thousand years have been completed long since ;
but the custom

is not according to this." Here then are two opinions. The

most strict of the two is, that polygamy is now not lawful, and

that he who marries two wives must divorce one of them : but

even this cannot be very satisfactory to the woman whom he

first married, for it does not define which of the two is to be

divorced. It only requires that one of them should be divorced,

and leaves it to the man himself to divorce which he pleases.

The other opinion is, that polygamy is now lawful, and that he

is not to be compelled to divorce either. Hence it appears that

it is not Judaism which protects the rights and the happiness of

Jewish women, or the peace and comfort of Jewish families.

The influence and the laws of Christianity forbid polygamy.

To Christianity, then, Jewish females are indebted, not only for

the station which they hold in society, but for the peace which

they enjoy in their homes. Wherever Christianity has no

power, there the Jews may take as many wives as they please :

and if ever Judaism should obtain supreme power, Jewesses

must expect to be again degraded into the category o slaves

and Amharatzin, and to have their domestic peace annihilated

by the introduction of new wives and families. It may be re-

plied, that this objection applies with equal force to tlve written

law, for that Moses himself allows polygamy. But to this we

answer, that Moses only tolerated polygamy, but that he shows

clearly that it was not the purpose of God, that men should

have more wives than one. He found an evil custom exist-

ing amongst a people debased by Egyptian slavery, and like

a 'wise reformer, he did not commence his improvements by
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destroying all that existed, but endeavoured to restrain the'

the man should be alone: I will make him an helpmeet t

wrt??
"**'" WherV telp

"
is in * -ngular numbi ?oshow that man was not to have more than one help meet forhim. And again, those words, Therefore shall a maS leave hisfather and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife," not untohis wives, but to his wife

; where it is also to be observed, thatGod is laying.down a law, not for Adam only, but for cominl
generations. By exhibiting the original institution of marriagein Paradise, whilst man was yet innocent, and statin- ?he
original law and purpose of God, Moses plainly showed" thatGods will was, that a man should have only one wife Hethen goes on to show, that the first who departed from this
original institution was Lameeh, one of the wicked descendan

st ?\ t"i {f
mech t0 k Unto him two "ives,"

in It V v
9
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Whora hc keld UP as a warning, recording of him

only that he had two wives, and that he wasa murdere?. WiStins he contrasts the conduct of Noah and his sons, who had
only one wife each. In the history of the patriarchs he showsthe evil consequences of polygamy. He shows that it was nothe will of Abraham to take a second wife, but that Sarah fnher eagerness to have children misled him, and that disco.-and domestic trouble soon followed. And by all the troubU

e soon oowe. And by all the troubU
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M an"nation, therefore, of the law of Moseswi 1 show that he only tolerated polyg^ M ail e^Sge^but that he intended to

duscourasfi- it, by exhibiting th
institution of marriage, and 5S5yiSS?HiSK
departure from God's purpose. When, therefore, we s ow hatthe oral law permits men to have more wives han one, andthat

consequently ,t is accountable for all the evil thencen ":U " ) >
, -we cannot be charged with reproaching the law of

oral law says expressly, that a man may manyR 3
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many wives, even a hundred. The law of Moses nowhere says

any thing of the kind. It only legislates in case that such a

thing should happen. The oral law plainly advises a man not

to take more than four wives. The law of Moses holds up the

evil of having more than one. If men would carefully read the

law of Moses, they would see that the original intention was,

that a man should have only one wife. But if a man follow

the oral law, he will be encouraged to take as many as he can

support. It is evident, therefore, that if the Jews in Europe
do not practise polygamy, their conduct is not to be ascribed to

the influence of Judaism, but of Christianity.

It is, further, evident that this Christian practice of having

only one wife, cannot be objected to as an unauthorized altera-

tion of the law of Moses. If R. Gershom was allowed to forbid

polygamy, and the Jews considered themselves bound to obey

him, they cannot reasonably object to the Christian laws on the

same subject. Christianity has only effected by its influence

what R. Gershom endeavoured to accomplish by anathema.

The only difference is, that Christianity was first, and that R.

Gershom learnt the evil of polygamy from Christians. If it

was lawful for a rabbi, it was still more lawful for the Messiah

to restore the original constitution of marriage as established

in Paradise, and to deliver Jewish wives and families from all

that confusion and discord which results from polygamy. But

it is particularly deserving of notice that R. Gershom, by for-

bidding the Jews to have more wives than one, made a great
and decided change in the oral law. That which the oral law

allows, R. Gershom forbids. We grant, indeed,^
that by thus

changing the oral law, he approximated to the mind and inten-

tion of Moses : but he altered the oral Jaw, and thereby shows

us that he himself did not believe that the oral law was to last

for ever, or that it is of eternal obligation. If he had considered

it unchangeable, he would not have dared to make the change;
but by making so important a change as this, to forbid what it

allows, he plainly shows it as his opinion, that where there is

a grave reason, the oral law may be changed or abolished ;
and

all the Jews who acquiesce in his ordinance, and think it is

unlawful to marry more wives than one, consent to the change.
But if it be lawful to change in one thing, it must also be law-

ful to change in another, so that the rabbinical Jews have no

reason whatever for reproaching their brethren who renounce

the oral law totally. Such persons are only acting upon a prin-

ciple practically acknowledged by all the Jews of Europe. It

may be said that R. Gershom's change was only temporary,
and that the present acquiescence of European Jews is only a

sort of homage to Christian principles. This is certainly true,

and this reply leads us to consider the dreary prospect presented
to Jewish females, if ever modern Judaism should obtain power.
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The influence of Christian principle would then cease, poly-

gamy would again be lawful, and the matrons of Israel, who

now appear as the participators
in the family government and

the euides of their households, would again be degraded into

one of a herd of female slaves. They might have a hundred

competitors and rivals in their husbands' affections, and even it

the husband should follow the advice of the rabbies, and take

only four wives, they would at least have three. Now, we ask

every matron in Israel whether she would wish such a change,

or whether she would prefer the present state of things, where

a man can have only one wife ? If she prefers the present state,

then she prefers the Christian principle,
and acknowledges that

Christianity is better than Judaism. If she does not wish for

the restoration of polygamy, then she confesses that the doc

trines of Judaism are injurious,
and that she does not desire the

triumph of her own religion. Then why should she profess a

religion which she acknowledges to be prejudicial to her wel-

fareor why should she reject a religion which protects her

peace and comfort? There can be no question, that Christianity

has prevented amongst the Jews that practice of having many
wives ;

it has, therefore, been a blessing to Jewish families tor

centuries ; whv, then, should they despise or oppose a religion

which has been, and still is, a blessing ? And we propose this

question, not only to Jewish wives, but to Jewish husbands.

Is it not a fact, that God's original institution was that a ma

should have only one wife does not Moses show that the n

polynunist was a descendant of wicked Cain, and, that family

discord and unhappiness 5s the consequence of
haying

more

wives than one ? Does not reason, and the state of Mahometan

countries, show that where there are many wives, woman is

degraded, and the education of children necessarily neglect

IB not the moral, the intellectual, and scientific progress ot man-

kind oreatlv superior in Christian countries, where men have

only one wife ? Is not, then, the practice of having only one

wife a blessing ? Has it not been a blessing to Jewish husbands,

wives, and children ? Are not, then, the Jews deeply indebted

to Christianity for that measure of peace and moral improve-

ment which they have derived from this practice ? And would

not an adherence to their own oral law in the same degree have

proved a disadvantage, if not a curse ? How, then, can they

oppose a religion which has been to them a blessing .'-or how

can they adhere to a religion which contains principles subye]

sive of their domestic peace, and destructive to the well-being,

and the moral and intellectual improvement ot one-nail

human race ? The rabbies say, that the oral law is eternal in

its obligation : if so, then polygamy is to be eternal in ifc on-

tinuance, and then men are never to return to that state o

perfection which they enjoyed in Paradise. Who is there that
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does not see that the race of men was most happy when sin was
unknown, and most perfect in intellect when he could hold con-
verse with the Deity and dwell in the garden of God ? But if

Judaism be true, men are never again to enjcy that state, for

then polygamy was unknown. Adam had only one wife
; and

until sin entered into the world, and ripened even into murder,
no man had two wives. Judaism is, therefore, opposed to the

pure and perfect state of things that existed in Paradise, and
favourable to that confusion introduced by the murderous La-

mech, the son of murderous Cain and Christianity resembles,
in its principles of marriage, the happy state ordained by God
in Paradise. Here, then, we have another and a practical proof
that the oral law is not of God. Its authors totally misunder-
stood the mind and purpose of Moses, the sen-ant of God, and

misinterpreted his temporary toleration of an existing evil into

a positive permission and sanction for continuing it. We have
also another proof of the divine origin of Christianity.

No- XLVIII.

DIVORCE.

WHEN God delivered the commandments at Sinai, he placed
those which related to himself first, to teach us that our first

duty is to love and serve him : and immediately after these he

gave the command " Honour thy father and thy mother," to

show us that, next to himself, we are bound to reverence, to

love, and to obey those to whom we owe our existence. This
order of things was not an arbitrary choice, but founded in that

natural constitution of creation which God ordained as most
conducive to the intellectual and moral well-being as well as to

the happiness of his ci-catures. He does not command us to

love and serve Him, and Him only, merely because He has the

right on the one hand, and it is our bounden duty on the other ;

but because a conformity to his will is an approximation both

to wisdom and happiness. Neither does he tell us to honour
father and mother, because we owe them all such reverence, as

from them we have derived our being, and to them are indebted

for all the care and aifection with which thev have tended and
watched over our infancy : but because He has himself consti-

tuted the relation of parent and child, and ordained parental
affection and filial duty as the means of promoting our welfare
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in time and in eternity. Any religion, therefore, whose ten-

dency is to render obedience to that command impossible, must

noHnly be contrary to the will of God, but to the b*PP

of man? and this is one of the many reasons^wh^ettonl
that Judaism must be false. The religion of the oral law has

a direct tendency to diminish a son s respect for his< thti.

We do not mean to say that in this or any other
Chilian

country Jewish sons demise their mothers The co-existence

of Christianity necessarily counteracts the development of rab-

binical principles.
We Intend only to exhibit the natural and

necessary consequences, if there were no counteracting Ic

The contempt which the oral law pours upon women in general,

and the encouragement which it gives to polygamy have
^neces-

Kirily the effect of lessening their respect both in the eyes

their husbands and their sons, and this tendency is stih moie

increased by the rabbinic doctrine of divorce, whicH we now

propose to Lsider. The law of Moses permits divorce
Bunder

certain circumstances. It says,
"When a man hath taken a

wife, and married her, and it come to pass that she find i

favour in his eyes, because he hath found some uncleanness,

-5rnrra ,
in her ;

then let him write her a bil of divorce-

m?nt, and give it in her hand, and send her out ot his house,

Sc (Deut xxiv. 1.) But this permission,
founded on grave

and important considerations, the rabbies have perverted into

an unlisted licence to divorce on the most trifling pretext.

STS intw ns ms I:P sb tnsis ^a ma
rriattraa snpb rrb "arm 131 nns

nn^ssn
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"The school of Shamai says, A man is not to divorce his

wife unless he shall find some uncleanness in her for they

interpret the verse according to its simple meaning, it she r

favour in his eyes on account of his finding some un-

cleanness in her. The school of Hillel thinks, that if a woman

let the broth burn it is sufficient, for they interpret the words,

a matter of uncleanness,' to mean Either unclcanm or any

other matter in which she has offended him. Bi R. Akua

tliinks, that a man may divorce his wife if he only t

another handsomer than she is, for he interprets the
y>,

ius If she find no favour in his eyes,'
where he explain*

C3
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favour to refer to the favour of beauty, or if lie find a matter of
uncleanness. But the legal decision is according to the school
of Hillel, that is, if a wife sin against her husband, he may
divorce her." (Arbah Turim, Hilchoth Gittin., 1.) This mon-
strous passage is in itself sufficient to shake the authority
of the oral law, for in the first place we find three grave
authorities, Shamai, Hillel, and Akiva, all differing as to the
sense of a most important passage, bearing upon a subject that
most nearly affects the happiness and well-being of human
society. One of the gravest questions that can be propounded
is, When is a man justified in divorcing his wife ? If there be
an oral law at all, it ought certainly to answer this question
clearly, unequivocally, and satisfactorily. The existence of dis-

putation shows that these three rabbies had no authoritative
tradition on the subject, but were merely giving their own
private opinions : and that therefore the assertion, that an oral
law exists, is a mere fiction invented to impose upon the cre-

dulous, but insufficient to beget faith in any man or woman
that will make use of the reason given by God. The old fable,
that God caused a voice to be heard from heaven, saying, when
the rabbies differ,

" That

: n^n D^nbM "-Q-T ibwi ibw
both speak the words of the living God," will not do now*.

Every one can understand that God does not speak contra-
dictions. No one will believe that the profane sentiment of R.
Akiva, That a man may divorce his wife as soon as he finds
another who pleases him better, can proceed from the God of
holiness and justice. It is true that his opinion is not the
law

; but the opinion of Hillel, which is the law, is not a whit
better. It pronounces that if a woman only spoil the broth
she may be divorced : now this interpretation of the words of
Moses is plainly contrary to the grammatical sense : rjViy is

in Regimen (niTED) and joined to "t^ by a munach," and
can therefore by no means be separated from it so as to signify" Either uncleanness or some other matter." The words of
Moses, the points, and the accents, all decide that there is

only one cause for which a man may put away Ms wife. Hillel
and his successors have wilfully passed by the plain sense of
the Hebrew words, in their eagerness to obtain a facility for

putting away their wives. They were not ignorant of the

right sense, for that was plainly asserted by Shamai, but were
determined to get rid of it ; and such was the state of the Jews
at the time, that they had influence enough to turn their false

interpretation into law ; and such has been the state of the
Jews ever since, that it continues law to this very hour. A
rabbinical Jew may, according to his religious tenets, turn

away his wife, the mother of his children, on a pretext that
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would hardly justify the dismissal of a servant. He may

rudely tear asunder the sacred ties of
conjugal

affeotion, and

separate between mother and children, if the unhappy woman

should only make a mistake in her cookery. One of the worst

charges brought against the slave-dealers was, that they had

no respect either for maternal or filial affection ; that they

separated between mother and children. The
very

same ac-

cusation can be brought against modern Judaism, which legiti

matizes the very same disregard for the feelings of a mother.

Can, then, such a religion, which thus daringly snaps the ties

of nature, be from God ? Is it possible that God should thus

expose one half of his rational creatures to the caprice and the

tyranny of those who ought to be their defenders and protec-

tors from every insult and every harm ? If the same r

were given to women, though the laws would be most contrary

to the divine institution of marriage, it would at least have the

appearance of justice ;
but this is denied. The oral law says,

anaa i3"stp TB^B ' ws* in WSBH s

inaniaB nrs tais-a low nanana CHI
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" The words,
' If she find no favour in his eyes,' teach, that

the husband does not divorce except voluntarily; and if the

woman be divorced against his will, she is not divorced. But

the woman is divorced with or without her will. (Jad

Hachazakah Hilchoth, Gerushin, c. 1, 2.) According to this

doctrine the happiness of the wife and the children is abso-

lutely vested in the power of the man ; and in any paroxysm of

ill-humour, he may make them both unhappy for life ;
he may

turn the mother out of her home, drive her forth like a criminal

from the bosom of her family, and introduce a stranger. H ho

does not see that this is a power unfit to be trusted to the

hands of any man or any people ? We do not mean to impute

anything peculiar to the Jews ;
we believe that as to then*

natural propensities, humours, and caprices, all men are much

alike, and that therefore none ought to have the power of thus

lightly breaking up the domestic constitution. It is no answer

to this to say, that in this country divorce is not so lightly

practised. Thanks to the power of Christian principle and the

existence of Christian laws, it cannot be. But every one, who

has had much opportunity of seeing rabbinical Jews, knows

that divorce is practised amongst them with a facility and

frequency that is astonishing. But this is not the question ;

we are not examining Jewish manners, but the modern Jewish

religion ;
and if divorce had never been practised, we should

still pronounce of the oral law, which inculcates such prin-

ciples, that it cannot be from God
;
and of its authors that they
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were bad men, or they would never have thus trifled with
God's most holy institution. The truth is, that the rabbies

were altogether ignorant of the nature of marriage as God
established it. They not only allow divorce on the most

trifling pretext, but they sanction the practice of marrying for

a given length of time, and, when that time is expired, of

dissolving the marriage by divorce :

ONI i narab irrcm nri?s ms NEP sb
nms sana sin^ nbnra

" A man must not marry a woman with the intention of

divorcing her ; but, if he previously inform her that he is

going to marry her for a season, it is lawful." (Hilchoth
Gittin in Even Haezer, 1.) Now how contrary is such

doctrine to the express words of Scripture.
" This is bono

of my bones, and flesh of my flesh. Therefore shall a man
leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his

wife ; and they shall be one flesh." (Gen. ii. 23.) Here
Adam, in his state of innocence, pronounces that the tie of

marriage is more sacred and more binding, than even that

which exists between parent and child. A man may, and
for his wife's sake shall, forsake father and mother, but
should no more think of separating from his wife, than
from his own bones and flesh. Who would lightly think of

parting with a limb, or a portion of his body ? Urgent,
indeed, must be the necessity that will induce a man to

permit the separation of a portion of himself, and equally

urgent should be the cause that should move a man to part
with her who is bone of his bones, and flesh of his flesh.

Such is the Mosaic doctrine of the marriage obligation ;

but so little did the rabbies understand it, that they permit
a man to marry for a week, a month, or a year ; and when
that season is expired, to tear asunder the sacred ties, and
that without any cause whatever. But the evident evil that
must result from the rabbinic doctrine of divorce is still

more apparent from the first sentence of the passage last

quoted
" A man must not marry a woman with the in-

tention of divorcing her." These words show the direct

tendency of the doctrine. When power is given to a man
to turn out his wife when he likes, a temptation is at once
held out to the evil-disposed to marry with the express
intention of divorcing. The rabbies, therefore, find it

necessary to forbid it ; but is it likely that this prohibition
will have much force in the eyes of a man who is wicked

enough to form the intention ? And suppose a wicked man
does form the intention, and execute it, what remedy had
the poor injured woman? Thus the oral law leaves the

daughters of Israel completely at the mercy of the unprin-
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ciplcd, and places them beyond the possibility
of obtaining

JU
But'' the cruelty and total want of feeling which the oral

law LpkiyTSa teaches, with regard to women, appear,

still more plainly from the following extract

nwn wa nan n* nn inw
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H a man's wife should become deaf and dumb, 1he give.

hpr a bill of divorce, and she is divorced. But it she

become nsane, he is not to send her forth until she is

recrorcd and this thing is an ordinance of the wise men,

E sTshould not become J^**&S*jfiZ
she is not able to take care of herself, ihe husbana in

?ore leaves her where she is, and marries another and gives

her meat and drink out of her own property.
But he M not

o brcompelled to give her food and raiment, and duty of

Lrria-e for it is not in the power of a sane person toS one house with the insane. Neither is he obligated

o have her cured, nor to ransom her. But if he should

Svorce her'then he is divorced, and is to be put out of

Chouse: and he is not obligated to retum and take any

Double about her." (Hilchoth Gerushin, x. 23.) Principles

nore contmry to God's Word, and to the common feehngs

S humanity^ were never inculcated under the name of re-

gion Ve have been astonished at the cruelty with wluch

fee oral law treats Gentiles-we have been horrified at the

coolness with which it speaks of splitting open an Amhaaretz

but here it surpasses itself, and out-herods Herod A man

accustomed to julge of his duty by the words of Moses and

S mophets or e,ln to follow the 'dictates of unsophisticated

?e? would conclude that, as he is at all times bound to

Sd cherish his wife, the obligation is doubly imperative

aS of sickness, but especially so when that sorest calamity

whiA human frailty is Visited insanity, attacks tho

tner of his life. Then it is that the man, who has one

k of the fear of God or of the love of man will slum

his tendernSs, Watch over the sufferer with all care and

and if necessaiy devote all his worldly goofc to
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minister to her recovery. No, says the oral law, when the

wife of your bosom most requires your attention, then marry
another : give her neither food nor raiment, and, if you

please, cast her out of your house, and leave her to her fate.

The most charitable conclusion would be, to suppose that

the men who uttered such sentiments under the mask of

religion, were themselves insane. But what are we to think

of Israel, that for eighteen hundred years they have been

unable to detect so manifest an imposture ? And what are

we to think of Israel at present, that they sit still and

suffer their children to be deluded, by being taught that

this most atrocious system of inhumanity, is that pure and

holy religion which the God of Israel revealed to Moses?

Let not any Israelite mistake us. We do not mean to

charge such wickedness upon them. The Providence of

God has in a measure delivered them from such an odious

yoke. The influence of Christianity has successfully counter-

acted the full development of these anti-human principles.

We only mean to direct their attention to the nature of

that religion to which they have adhered so long ;
and to

induce them to consider what would be the state of the

world, if Jesus of Nazareth had not arisen to protest against

such gross corruptions, and to assert the truth. Just suppose

that Sie traditions had triumphed. The universal law would

then be, that men might divorce their wives when they

please, and in the time of their calamity cast them forth

into the streets. All the bonds of natural affection would be

rent asunder. Conjugal affection would cease, filial duty be

unknown no son would honour his mother, for how could

a son honour the unhappy being whom his religion pro-

nounces unworthy either of succour or compassion in the

time of her utmost need? If such principles had attained

dominion, mankind would have been turned into a race of

fiends, and this earth have become a hell. What, then,

has stopped all this misery? Christianity, and Christianity

alone. It teaches very different principles. When a Chris-

tian man is married, the vow which he is required to mako

is this "Wilt thou have this woman to thy wedded wife,

to live together after God's ordinance in the holy estate of

matrimony ? Wilt thou love her, comfort her, honour, and

keep her in sickness and in health ; and, forsaking all other,

keep thee only unto her, so long as ye both shall live ?
" This

is the doctrine of the New Testament. The Pharisees asked

the Lord Jesus,
" Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife

for every cause? And he answered and said unto them,

Have ye not read, that He which made them at the beginning
made them male and female, and said, For this cause shall a

man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife;
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and they twain shall be one flesh ? Wherefore they
are no

more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined to-

gether, let not man put asunder." (Matt. xix. 3 7.) In like

manner, Paul teaches,
" So ought men to love their wives as

their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself."

(Ephes. v. 28.) And Peter teaches in the same spirit,
" Like-

wise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge,

giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and

as being heirs together of the grace of life ;
that your prayers

be not hindered. (1 Peter iii. 7.)

Let any unprejudiced, yea, or any prejudiced, man, if he

have only the use of his senses, compare these two doctrines,

and say which is most agreeable to the will and character of

God, as revealed in the Old Testament and, which is most

calculated to promote the happiness of the human race. The

combination of mercy and justice forms a striking feature in

the revealed character of God, but is there either justice or

mercy in the laws which we have
just

considered ? The

happiness of the human race depends, in a more than ordinary

measure, upon the right organization of the family
relations :

but how can there be any such thing as domestic order or

peace, so long as the mother is looked upon as belonging to

an inferior caste, whom it is permitted at any moment, even

in the most afflictive of all visitations, to outlaw, and drive

forth from the family circle ? The uncontrolled dominion of

the oral law would practically annihilate all the sympathies
and consolations of the domestic constitution. The husband

could not love the wife whom his religion teaches to despise,

and forbids to pity. The wife could not love the husband,

whom she must suspect not only of being destitute of affec-

tion, but devoid of pity ; and from whom she could only

expect divorce and expulsion in the hour of calamity. The

son would learn to despise his mother, whom his religion

marks out as a fit object for contempt, and a suitable victim

for the exercise of cruelty. The mother, cast out by her

own partner, would not even have the consolation of being

pitied by her own children. A false religion would have

taught them that this unnatural conduct was only obedience

to the Divine will. The principles of Christianity, on the

contrary, produce and protect all that domestic happiness
which distinguishes Christian countries from the rest of the

world ;
and in which Jews participate. The influence of

Christianity has prevented that misery of which we have given
but a faint outline. Can, then, the Jews deny that Christianity

has been, and is, to them a blessing ? or that it is, in its

principles and effects, more agreeable to the character of God,

and more productive of human happiness, and therefore

more excellent and more true than modern Judaism.
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CO.VSCIENTIOUS adherence to the dictates of true religion is
one of the noblest traits that can adorn the human character,
and this trait has appeared in its most vivid light in not a few
of the Israelite nation. Elijah the prophet, for instance, is a

bright example of religious constancy. At a time when all Is-

rael had forsaken the time God, and* zealously professed a false

religion, neither the allurements of self-interest, nor the power
of universal example, nor the natural desire of self-preservation,
could draw him aside from the paths of truth and righteousness.
Daniel and his three friends in Babylon exhibit the same un-

wavering firmness in the assertion of truth. The Royal dain-
ties could not prevail upon them to partake of food offered to
idols. The fiery furnace could not terrify Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah, to commit idolatry ;

the lions' den possessed no
terrors that could move Daniel to omit the worship ot his God.
But as constancy for the truth ennobles and adorns, in the very
same degree an obstinate perseverance in error diminishes from
man's moral or intellectual value. It shows either that his
moral perception is so blunted as to be unable to discern be-
tween truth and error, or his moral taste so perverted as not
to care for the difference or that there is some intellectual

deficiency which renders the moral powers inoperative. It
leads to the suspicion that there is something wrong either
with the head or the heart. There is, however, a class of

persons, who persevere in error, not because the head is weak,
or the heart sick, but because they have never fairly beheld the

light of truth. They have grown up in a mist of error, and
circumstances have prevented them from emerging into a purer
atmosphere. To this class, we would hope, the professors of
modern Judaism belong. That they have been for centuries
in error is certain. Many incontestable proofs of this have
been already advanced ; The rabbinic laws concerning TC&HW*
or the slaui/htvring of animals, will add another link to the
chain of evidence. The Rabbinists have an idea that wherever
they may be wrong, in this doctrine they are infallibly in the

right; and yet, if the force of education did not afford some
aid, it would be impossible to imagine how they can be deceived

by a doctrine so manifestly false, and so entirely devoid of

Scriptural foundation. In the first place, the slaughtering of
beasts is, like eating, of every-day and universal concernment
a matter that affects the poor and unlearned as much as the
studious

; and yet the rabbinic rules are so many and HO in-
tricate that either a man must be learned himself, or employ
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a man of competent learning, to perform this business ; or, he

must, in spite of himself, turn Pythagorean and renounce the

use of animal food. The oral law gives the following outline

of what is to be understood by the word ntoTllP or slauyh-

teriny :

nms ansb T" 1^ cnD nnirc missn IT nrrnt

nan i^iamo? n^nsn 70 nips HT SS2 yrVi

cr-a-rn ]n nci >

ho bn ' Ema7n Kin sm nt^rron ns
nmn ->nsi n-nra 1312 nbsn

" It is absolutely necessary to explain the killing (or slaugh-

tering mentioned in the law), and to know, in what part of the

beast one slaughterswhat is the measure of the slaughtering

with what implement one slaughters when where and how
one slaughters what things they are which invalidate the act

of slaughtering and who is permitted to slaughter. Con-

cerning all these things, He has commanded us in the law

where it is said,
' Then thou shalt kill of thy herd and of thy

flock, which the Lord hath given thee, as I have commanded

thee, and thou shalt eat in thy gates whatsoever thy soul

lusteth after !' (l)eut. xii. 21.)" (Jad Hacha/akah, Hilchoth

Shechitah, c. i. 4.) Here we have at once a list of eight par-

ticulars, which must first be known, but then most of these

again require a long and learned explanation ;
for instance tho

first is thus defined ;

2213 ^Etrn napn n^na? cipn sin nrsi
mmb msi!J n^nnn "pan3 ns"nn *p3 B?N-I T9

cnp-n -nsstp bsi > n:pn nBTit&n cipa sin nt

sy nannn no^s > isi^ sipa V"inna ntn
"on ns uni^n w*w is nmn msis
-isirzi n^na? nipan isntz?!

a? oip^s sba? raa?ia is n:p2
: nb^a pso nt

" On what part of the animal is the slaughtering to be ef-

fected ? On the wind-pipe, from the edge of the uvula down-

wards as far as the top of the extremity of the lungs, as these

parts are situated when the beast stretches out its neck to feed :

this is the place of the slaughtering in the wind-pipe ;
and all

the part outside which answers to this place, is called the neck.

If the beast forces itself, and stretches out its neck much, or

if the slaughterer has forced the sinews, and drawn them
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upwards, and he slaughters at the right part of the neck,
but afterwards it is found that the wind-pipe or the cesopha-

gus is not cut at the right place, then it is a doubtful case

of carrion." (Ibid. 7.) In like manner, the measure of the

slaughtering is accurately defined, and must be as accurately
attended to, or else the slaughtering must be considered un-

lawful, and then it becomes unlawful for the Rabbinists to

eat it. But the most care is required in examining the knife,
which may be of any material that will cut, on condition that

there be no gap in it :

ptarnt&B? -m bi mm cbn IBS mn ON
: nbios imaTW -inva i&p obnn mn

" But if there be anything like a furrow in the edge of the

implement wherewith the slaughtering is effected, even though
the furrow be the least possible, the slaughtering is unlawful."
The slaughterer is therefore required to examine the knife be-

fore and after the act; for if a gap be found in it after the

slaughtering, it is doubtful whether the beast is not be con-
sidered carrion :

pis rva-i marc IN mm mona &rnn -p^sb
nanns p-m pin sb nsu? nnsi nn bn ^a piinb
ib^si mbna pso bsn vin HE-OS 7*30 nsstMi

: nawtnn
" Therefore he that has to slaughter many beasts or many

fowls, must examine the knife after each
;
for if he does not,

but examines at the end, and the knife is found to have a gap,
then all are to be considered as doubtful carrion, even the first."

(Ibid. 24.) From these few particulars, it appears that great
care, and not a little study and practice, are required in or-

der to slaughter an animal for food according to the oral law,
and that it is very easy, by mistake or want of knowledge, to

make the meat unfit for rabbinic eating : but then, besides

all this, there are the five circumstances which invalidate the

slaughtering altogether :

msbn I,TSI nt^nipn ns D^TDSB D'nm
no-n rpTtu? -jn ibsi jnn nns ban irnnb

nn-un mbn
" There are five things which invalidate the slaughtering :

and the most important thing respecting the constitutions of

slaughtering is, to attend to each one of them, and these are

they 1st, If the person makes a stop of a certain length before

the act is completed. 2d, If the throat be cut at a single blow,
as with a sword. 3d, If the knife enters too deep, and is hid-
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den. 4th, "When the knife slips up or down from the right

place. 5th, When the wind-pipe or oesophagus is torn and

comes out, before the act is completed." (Ibid. c. iii.) These

five essentials of rabbinic slaughtering lead again to endless

questions and definitions; so that, putting all together, it is

much to be doubted whether a beast ever was, or ever will be,

rightly slaughtered according to the oral law. And yet these

things, of which there is not the slightest mention in the Mosaic

law, are tied like a heavy burden about the necks of the poor
and ignorant, and are most oppressive to their bodies and their

souls. The rich may not, perhaps, feel the oppression, but the

poor sigh and groan under the load ; and no man considers their

sorrow, or stretches out a hand to help them. In the first place,

the intricacy of the act always makes rabbinic meat a great
deal dearer than other meat, so that the poor man and his

family, who can at any time, or under any circumstances, afford

to buy but little food, are compelled by the oral law to do with

still less, and in many cases to do without it altogether. Let

any one visit the haunts of the poor Jews in this city, or enter

their abodes, and he will find many a wretched family pining

away for want of proper food : and yet it is too dear to procure
a sufficiency ; and if any benevolent Christian should wish to

assist them, offer them some of his own, or give them a ticket

to some of those institutions which distribute meat to the poor,

the starving family would not dare to accept it, even if their

conscience allowed them, or if they did, would inevitably draw
down upon themselves a storm of persecution, and be treated as

if they had committed the greatest crimes: yea, if the oral law

had power, the poor starving creatures, that had partaken ot

Christian bounty, would be flogged for satisfying the wanta

of nature :

npibi nbna int^na? ]tap rvn iV
ITOTD nbDHi -fb *npi -IDSDB? rrnnn

" If a Gentile slaughters, even though he does it in the

presence of an Israelite, with a proper knife, his slaughtering
is carrion ; and he that eats of it is to be flogged according to

the written law, for it is said,
' And one call thee, and thou

eat of his sacrifice.' (Exod. xxxiv. 15.)" Yea, the oral law

goes so far as to extend this rule even to the case of a Gentile

who is not an idolater :

: nb23
" A yery strong fence has been made round this matter, so

that the slaughtering even of a Gentile, who is not an idolater,
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is carrion." (Ibid., c. iv. 11, 12.) It is hardly necessary to

say, that the above quotation from the oral law is now-a-days

altogether out of place. Moses was not speaking of Christians

nor of the inhabitants of these countries, but of the nations of

Canaan. He had been declaring the words of the Lord,
" Be*

hold, I drive out before thee the Amorite, and the Canaanite,

and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, and the Jebusite." And
then adds,

" Take heed to thyself, lest thou make a covenant

with the inhabitants of the land, and they go a whoring after

their gods, and do sacrifice u-nto their gods, and one call thee,

and thou eat of his sacrifice." (Exod. xxxiv. 11 15.) So then,

according to the oral law, because Moses forbade the Israelites

to partake of the idolatrous sacrifices of the Hivites and the

Jebusites, a poor famished creature here in London is not to

touch Christian meat, nor to partake of Christian bounty. A
more cruel or oppressive law could hardly have been devised.

It is all very well for the rich, but it is very little short of mur-

der to the poor. It binds their consciences with fetters of iron,

90 that even when relief is offered, many turn from good and

wholesome food sent to them by a kind Providence ;
and if a

spark of light has visited the mind of some victim of poverty,

and he thinks it lawful to bring home the Christian bounty to

save the lives of his starving children, fear prevents him. Per-

haps bis wife is still enveloped in all the darkness of superstition,

and would spurn the proffered relief as an unclean thing, or

perhaps his children might innocently betray him, and draw

down all the weight of rabbinic indignation. A grosser insult

has rarely been offered to the Majesty of heaven, than to call

good and proper food, the work of his hands, carrion. A mis-

take in the slaughtering, an ignorance of the rabbinic art, a

Gentile hand, is to be sufficient to turn the bounty of Almighty-
God into an unclean thing, and to deprive the poor of their

daily food. How can the Jews expect God's blessing so long

as this state of things continues how can they be surprised if

poverty and want, and wretchedness and scorn, tread close upon
their heels, when they themselves spurn God's bounty from

them with disdain ? As nations deal with God and his word,

BO he deals with them, mE3 mo, measure for measure ;
and

therefore, so long as the oral law teaches them to scorn his

bounty, and to deprive the poor of their food so long as the

cries of the poor ascend and enter into the ears of the Lord of

Hosts, so long must they expect to feel the rod of his indignation.

The times of ignorance and superstition God winked at
;
but

those times have passed away. Good or bad, there is a stir in

the world there is a shaking of all old opinions, true and false ;

and from its effects the Jews have not escaped. There are many
who, for themselves and their families, have renounced Rab-

binin who cat Gentile food, and know that in doing so they
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commit no sin. These are the persons who are most guilty in

looking upon the misery of their poor brethren without pity or

concern, and \vithout an effort to deliver them. The rabbinic

zealot who would persecute his brother for eating meat not

slaughtered according to rabbinic precept is in comparison in-

nocent. He conscientiously thinks that he is doing right ; but

for the man, who himself openly transgresses the oral law, and

yet sees the faces of his brethren ground by that system, without

a sentiment of pity, there is no excuse. If he had the common

feelings of humanity, he would rise up, fearless of all conse-

quences, and cry out with all his might against those principles

which have been and are the curse of his nation. He would

stand forth as the advocate and defender of the poor yea, and

he would have God's blessing. But so long as this class of anti-

rabbinic Jews remain silent, whether from fear or from interest,
'

or from indifference, let them not boast of their superior light.

Let them not look with self-complacency on the poor victims

of superstition. They are themselves less respectable and more

guilty. They are conniving at what they know to be falsehood.

They are with their eyes open consenting to oppression and

starvation. They are, by their silence, helping to strengthen
and confirm a system of anti-social intolerance, which has been

the source of all the calamities which their nation has endured

for eighteen centuries. "What can be more pernicious than to

teach the ignorant that the food which their neighbours eat is

carrion, so unfit for the nourishment of a Eabbinist that he ought
to die, and suffer his family to die of want, rather than eat it ?

Is it likely to produce kindly feeling on either side, considering

that the mass of mankind is not actuated by the dictates of

reason or the precepts of the Bible? On the one side it is

likely to produce proud contempt, and on the other a spirit

of retaliation. Every Jew that wishes well to his nation, and

knows that these rabbinic principles are false, is bound to pro-

test against them. He ought not to be a poor selfish thing,

insensible to the wants and the sufferings of others, butx should

do what in him lies, to assert what he knows to be the truth.

And is it necessary to remind such of the misery which these

rabbinic principles are still working in every part of the world?

Here in London the poor are suffering. In the various towns

of England many Jews are suffering. In some places a single

Jewish family is 'found, generally poor, and the father ignorant
of the rabbinic art of slaughtering : such persons are compelled

to abstain altogether from animal food, or to do violence to their

conscience. The poor Jews who go out to the colonies to seek

employment arc in the same case, and arc precluded from taking

such situations as require them to partake of the food of their

employers. Even if they can buy an animal, they are not

allowed to kill it for themselves :
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mabnn

sin sb in^nDn bi3b TIDS

bmsm nb^3 pcob r3/np IT nm
: rn-nn nsa VYIN ^30 rm

" If an Israelite does not know the five things which in-

validate the act of slaughtering, as we have explained, and

slaughters by himself, it is unlawful to eat of his slaughtering,
both for himself and others ; for this case is much the same as

that of doubtful carrion, and he that eats of it a quantity equal
to an olive, is to be flogged with the flogging of rebellion."

(Ibid., c. iv.) Such is the mercy of the oral law, and such ita

justice. It punishes the eating of what God has allowed, with

the same severity that it would visit a great crime. It makes
no provision for those numerous cases of distress which we
have mentioned. Whether one of its disciples has or has

not food, it never considers. Without reflection and without

mercy it sentences every one, who eats meat not rabbinically

slaughtered, to be flogged. But, besides the cruelty, what is

the effect upon the minds of its votaries ? It teaches them
that to transgress this mere human observance is a sin of the

deepest die, more dreadful far than many which God has for-

bidden. A Kabbinist would be more grieved to hear that his

son had transgressed the law of slaughtering, than to find

that he had been guilty of falsehood. Its tendency is directly
to draw off the mind from the weightier matters of the law,

judgment, justice, and mercy, and to flatter the ill-informed

that they are good Jews, if only they abstain from meat not

slaughtered according to rabbinic art.

Let not any Jew imagine that we wish him lightly to trans-

gress the law of Moses, or to eat of food which the law of

God has forbidden. We now speak of that which Moses has
allowed. If a Jew would see meat offered to idols, or be in-

vited to partake of an idolatrous feast, let him abstain let

him refuse, and protest as strongly as he will and can against
the sinfulness of such conduct. But where does Moses forbid

the poor to partake of meat slaughtered by a Gentile wor-

shipper of the true God, or by an Israelite who has not learned

the rabbinic art ? Certainly not in that passage to which the

oral law refers. Moses gives a general permission to every Is-

raelite, without exception, to kill and eat. "
Notwithstanding

thou mayest kill and eat flesh in all thy gates, whatsoever thy
soul lusteth after, according to the blessing of the Lord thy
God which he hath given thee." (Deut. xii. 15.) He makes no
mention of any mysteries connected with the art of slaugh-
tering, the ignorance of which would disqualify. Why then
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should a Jew be prevented from doing what Moses has

allowed why should he be flogged with the flogging of re-

bellion, or avow that that mode and measure of punishment
is impracticable why should he be persecuted for satisfying

the cravings of nature, and endeavouring to supply the wants

of his family? There is not room now to show fully how

groundless the rabbinic commands are ; but the one fact of

their cruelty and oppression of the poor is sufficient to show

that they are not from God. Is it possible that any man in

his senses can believe that God would sentence a poor

famishing creature to be flogged without mercy for doing
what the letter of the law allows him to do ? or, that the All-

wise Being, who foresees and foreknows all things, would

give a system of laws respecting food, which must expose a

large portion of his chosen people to want and starvation?

The worshippers of some cruel heathen deity might possibly

be led to believe such things, but the disciples of Moses and

the Prophets know that God is a God of mercy. Let, then,

every one who has got the sacred books contrast their doctrines

with those of the rabbies. But, above all, let those Israelites,

who reject the rabbinic laws concerning the slaughtering of

meat, snow that they have not done it from levity nor in-

difference, but upon principle. Let them explain to their

brethren the reasons and the motives by which they are actu-

ated, and let them protest, by word and deed, against such

cruelty, oppression, and intolerance.

No. L.

THE BIRTH OF MESSIAH.

THIS season of the year naturally
draws away our thoughts

from the subject last under consideration, and reminds us

of a remarkable difference between Jews and Christians,

The latter are now about to commemorate the birth of the

Messiah.* In two days more the voice of praise and thanks-

giving will ascend to "the Creator and Preserver of men from

every part of the world. On the frozen shores of Labrador,

and the glowing plains of Hindostan in the isles of the sea,

and on the continents of the old and new worlds, millions

This number was originally published December 23, 1836.
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of Christians will lift up their hands and voices to thank the

God of heaven for his unspeakable gift, and this shall ho

the burden of their song, "Unto us a child is born, unto us

a son is given : and the" government shall be upon Lis shoul-

der : and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the

mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace."

(Isaiah ix. 6.) But amongst the followers of the oral law

not a sound of sympathy will be heard. Not a single heart

will beat with joy, not a tongue offer up the tribute of

praise. Here is a great and striking difference, that should

naturally lead both Jew and Christian to inquire, Who is in

the right: Those who believe that Messiah is bora, and joy

in the remembrance of his nativity ; or, those who refuse to

join in the general rejoicing, and deny that the Redeemer has

appeared? The question is whether there is reason to believe

that the Messiah was born eighteen hundred years ago ? and

there are several ways in which it can be satisfactorily an-

swered. An appeal may be made to the predictions contained

in the Old Testament, or to the evidence for the truth of the

Christian Scriptures or, it may be shown that the Jewish

rabbies have plainly confessed that the time for the birth and

appearance of the Messiah is long since past ;
and this is the

mode which we shall adopt at present. The Jews now deny

that Messiah is come, and consequently believe that Christians

are mistaken as to the time of his appearing. If they had

always said so if they had always assigned a time for the

coming of Messiah different from that in which Christians

think the Messiah was born, their present assertion would

have at least the merit of consistency, and the Jews ot the

present day might urge that their present belief has been in-

herited from their fathers, and that Christians have adopted

a notion unknown to the nation at large. But, if it should

appear that the ancient Jews expected the coming of Me

at the very time, when, as Christians say, he did actually

come, then the ancient Jews testify that Christians arc m the

ri"ht. and that modern Jews are in the wrong, and this is really

thT- state of the case. In the first place, the Talmud contains

& general declaration that the time is long since past :

3 V?D 2-1 -icw

" Ilav savs. The appointed times arc long since past
"
(San-

hodrin. fol.'97, col. 2], where it is to be noted that the word

YP is token from Daniel, and literally signifies
" Lud, as it

u> said :

n yp "nr> -n?

" How long shall it be to the end of these wonders ;
and
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b Tiosrn mani VP^ "P nrw<l
'

-But go thou thv way till the end be, for thou shalt rest,

and sum3 in thy lot at the end of the days
"

(Daniel xii. 6-
3 \ Rav was therefore of opinion that the period appointed

bv Daniel the prophet was past. But is it possible to believe

that the Cod of truth would suffer the time, which he

appointed, to pass away without accomphshing what he 1

promised ? When the time which God had fixed for the de-

liverance from Egypt had arrived, not a single day was lost

"It came to pass at the end ?P of the four hundred and

thirty years, even the self-same day,

: ntn nvn crrn

it came to pass, that all the hosts of the Lord went put
from

the land of Egypt" (Exod. xii. 41.) When the
;P^od

fixed

for the return from Babylon was come we read "In the f

year of Cvn,s. King of Persia (that the word of the Lord b>

the mouth' of Jeremiah might be accomplished), the Lord starred

m> the spirit of Cyras king of Persia that he made a procla-

mation through all his kingdom." (2 Chron. xxxv* 22) And

can we thinkthat the LorS God, who so graciously fulfilled hi*

word on these occasions should break it with reference to the

coming of the Messiah ? Rav is either right or wrong.

be ri-ht, then the time fixed by God is long since past, and as

Godfannot break his word, the Messiah must have come long

nee But if, to get out of a difficulty, the llabbimsts say, that

Rav was wrong, then we have another proof that no reliance u

to be placed on the doctors of the oral law ;
indeed we have a

proof that the Rabbinists themselves do not believe it, except

when they like ;
and that therefore they are not thoroughly in

earnest about their religion.

But, secondlv, the ancient Jews not only believed that the

time for the coming of the Messiah was past : they also hxed

the exact period :

ssbv ^n n3D D>5bs ntttt? irrbs ^m SDH

rrnn

Tradition of the school of Elijah. The world is to stand

BIX thousand years. Two thousand, confusion. 1 wo thousand,

S laT Two thousand, the days f Messiah." (Sanhednn,

fol. 97, col. 1.)
Upou which Kasiii remarks

rrwo vKfV w mn mm c^^
btan^ nyonn

' After the two thousand years of the law, according to the

decree Messiah ought to have come and the wicked kingdom
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should have been destroyed,
and Israel's state of servitude

should have been ended/ Here, then, it is expressly stated,

that Messiah ought to have come at the end of the fourth

thousand years, that is, according to the Jewish reckoning,

fifteen hundred and ninety-seven years ago ; or, according to

the Christian reckoning, about eighteen hundred and thirty-six

years ago that is, at the very time when Jesus of Nazareth

did appear. We do not quote this tradition because we believe

that it is really a tradition of the school of Elijah, but to show

what was the opinion of the more ancient Jews, and this it

certainly does. If the general expectation of the Jews at that

time had not been that Messiah was to appear at the end of the

four thousand years, this tradition, whether genuine or forged,

could never have obtained currency nor belief. If it be a

genuine tradition from Elijah, then the Messiah is certainly

come. But if it be fictitious, then it shows the general belief of

the Jews at the time, and in every case proves that the modern

Jews do not hold the doctrines of their forefathers, but have

got a new doctrine of their own. And it further shows, that

Christians do not hold any new or peculiar opinion about the

time of Messiah's coming, but that they believe, as the ancient

Jews believed, that the end of the fourth thousand years is the

right time of Messiah's coming.
The only answer that the Jews have, is, that the promise of

Messiah's coming was conditional upon their repentance, but

that evasion has been long since refuted in the Talmud as

contrary to Scripture :

"pbsaa rnwn pans bsntzr cs

7>s cs sanm n ib IDS i rbsaa na-'s 1Kb csi

?nb -rnsn rrnpn Kbs ^bsaa cr
rawn vans bwna^i pna mrcp
as -IDIS -n^bs "s TPN K>an
cm -aw -iDsattf i rbsaa rrntpn

sbm ranir '-i ib -IDS < ca^nimayn ssis

can ibsan ^D3n ^Si omana nan
nstt^nn sb ibwan J^oan sbi n-iT mia
sbm vwrr1 nb -iT^^bw n ib ins
-> ib -IDS , a^bs rrnitt7ST ^bs nma?

^nnpbi cans >nbrn ^as -o nasa -nas sbm
nsns ^nsnm nnc^zan ttiw*i n^ro tns

insa 122 nbm -iT^^bs ') ib -ins > 7^2
-iT2?^bs nb sttnrp -n ib -IDS ]i37in nnai

rt
'
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123 sbm -ITO^H n ib TO* Tinnwi o^

wim n V? -IDS awn >bs 'n csa bwnw awn e

-TOS a-nan iznab arsn ns sorctfi -iosa nap
tf?i

nibaai ^rn ansno isnnb "a abisn TQ
pnan nbs bD ro^an iip w

.

R Eliezer said, If Israel do repentance they mil he re-

deemed, but, if not, they will not be redeemed I

replied, If they do not repent they will not be redeemed t

God will Wise* up to them a king whose decrees shall be as

dreadful as Haman, and then Israel will repent and t

will bring them back to what is good. Another tradition. K.

Eliezer said, If Israel do repentance, they shall he redeemed,

forTi said Turn, O backsliding children ;
I wi 1 heal your

backslidin".' R. Joshua replied, But was it not said long

sfnce
'Ye

D
have sold yourselves

for nought ;
and ye shall he

redeemed without money,' (Isaiah hi. 3. Where the word,

sold for nought' mean/for idolatry ;
and the words redeemed

without monty,' signify,
not for money and good works. R.

E ezer then said, to R. Joshua, But has it not been said

m? since
' Return unto me, and I will return unto you.

ffi 7) R. Joshua replied, But has it not been said

W since, 'I am married unto you, and I will take you one of

a cfty an\ two of a family, and I will bring you to /.ion.

Uer ii 14 ) R. Eliezer said, But has it not been written

'
ong sS'ce

' In returning and rest ye shall be saved
'

(Isaiah

xxl 15.) R. Joshua replied to R. Eliezer, But has it not

been sJ long since,
' Thus saith the Lord, the Redeemer o

Israel, and hif Holy One, to him whom man dcspiseth, to him

whom the nation aohorreth, to a servant of rulers, kings shall

see and arise, princes also shall worship.' (Isaiah xlix. 7.) K.

Eliezer said to him again, But has it not been said long sine.

'If thou wilt return, O Israel, return unto me.

To which R. Joshua replied, But has it not been written long

since I heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon the

waters of the river, when he held up his right hand and Ins

left hand unto heaven, and sware by Him that liveth for ever,

that it shall be for a time and times and half a t e ,
and

when he shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the

ov people, all these things shall be finished.' A\ hereupon

R Eliezer was silent." Here then, on the showing of the

Talmud itself, the opinion that the coming of the Messiah in-

dependent upon Israel's repentance, is false ;
and nsequenth

, true, that Messiah was to come unconditionally at the

time appointed ;
and therefore, as the time is long smce past,
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the Messiah must have come. But the ancient rahbies do not

leave us to reason upon their words
;
on the contrary, they tell

us expressly that Messiah was born about the time that the

temple was destroyed. In the Jerusalem Talmud, R. Judaa
tells us a story of a Jew who actually went and saw him :

nra. "m crsp mm wim ~rm mn
mb -ins nbp snt&i ^2-19 ~rn -1237 ^mp rrrmn

sm -ppap 'inn -pin no? WP -12 wv 12
"12 rrb ins i rwan "jnt nua r sanpn n"2
-rb s sm -ppap Tiapi -pin "tt&P wi 1

' 12
ins nnan rrb ins rrna? nn mb ins srrisn

n"b IKS i in^ptn n^b ins ^i2Si DIP nm n^b

cnb n^ai saba nra 1 mb n!:s sin ]n
" It happened once to a certain Jew, who was standing

ploughing, that his cow lowed before him. A certain Arab
was passing and heard its voice ; he said, O Jew, O Jew ! un-

voke thine ox, and loose thy plough-share, for the temple has

been laid waste. It lowed a second time, and he said, O Jew,
O Jew t yoke thine oxen, and bind on thy plough-shares, for

King Messiah is born. The Jew said, What is his name ?

Menachem. He asked further, What is the name of his

father? The other replied, Hezekiah. He asked again,
Whence is he ? The other said from the Royal residence of

Bethlehem of Judah." (Berachoth, fol. 5, col. 1.) The story,

then, goes on to tell us how he went and saw the child, but

when he called the second time, the mother told him that the*

winds had carried the child away. We are quite willing to

grant that this story is a fable. We do not quote it because we

give it the slightest degree of credit, but simply to show that

the more ancient Jews were so fully persuaded that the right
time of Messiah's advent was past, that they readily believed

also that he was actually born. The Babylonian Talmud, also,

evidently takes for granted that Messiah is born, as appeal-*
from the following legend :

o^p mm irpbsb rrnatpw ^ 72 riznrp n
mb "ias "snv p pirntz? "IT Kmsm Hnrpcs

pisn ns-o cs rrb nas \~isi sabsb srns
'3 bipi TPsi n^aa? ^b 72 vtznrp '-i nas

'

mVHD bn n^b n^s rruTa \-is na^s n"b n^s

*:T ^^2 'I^DST 1-1127 "jbisi a^sbn ^210
ins in I-DSI in 'n

rs



THE BIRT1T OF MESSIAH. 393

is'sb rvb res >svb -a 7^-3 mbrc rrb -IEH

: nvn rrb ins -in

R. Joshua, the son of Levi, found Elijah standing at the

door of the cave of R. Simeon hen Jochai, and said to him,

Shall I arrive at the world to come ? He replied, If this Lord

will. R. Joshua, the son of Levi, said, I see two, hut J

the- voice of three. He also asked, When will Messiah come :

Elijah replied, Go, and ask himself. R. Joshua then said,

Where does he sit ? At the gate of Rome. And how is he to

he known ? He is sitting amongst the poor and sick,

and they open their wounds and bind them up again all at

once : but he opens only one, and then he opens another, for

he thinks, perhaps I may be wanted, and then I must not

he delayed. R. Joshua went to him and said, Peace be upoi

thee, my master and my Lord. He replied, Peace be upon

thee, son of Levi. The rabbi then asked him, When will my
Lord come ? He replied, To-day (alluding to the words of the

1'salni, To-dav, if yc will hear his voice)." (Sanhedrm, tol. 98,

col. 1.) This is evidently a fiction, and a proof how little

those doctors regarded truth ;
but it shows that he who in-

vented it, and those who received it, all equally believed that

Messiah was born, and ready waiting to come forth tor the

redemption of Israel. It does, indeed, confirm the common

idea, that Messiah's advent depends upon the repentance of

Israel, for it makes the Messiah say that he would come this

very day, if Israel would only hear his voice. But i

Messiah may any day, when they repent, come and save

Israel, then it is plain that he must have been born long

since. The testimony of the ancient Jews, then, goes to estab-

lish these points First. That the time for Messiahs advent

has been long past ; Secondly, That the end of the fourth

thousand years was the time when he ought to have come :

and, Thirdly, That at that time he did really come ;
for about

that time, "they say, he was born in Bethlehem of Judah.

Fourth, That he was taken into Paradise, as Rashi explains

the gate of Rome to mean the gate of Paradise opposite Rome ;

and, Fifthly, That he is waiting to return to tins earth for the

redemption of his people. Now who is there that does not see

at once, that this agrees in the main with the Christian doc-

trine? We believe that, at the end of the fourth thousand

years, the Messiah was born, and at this season of the year we

reioice at the remembrance of the Saviour's birth. The Jews

refuse to join with us, but who has the greatest
show of right?

Not now to speak of the prophecies, and of the historical

evidence which we have, we have the testimony even of our

opponents to show that we are in the right.
The most ancie

rabbinical writings unanimously confess, that the tune is past,
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and that the Messiah has been long since bom, and thna tes-

tify the correctness of our faith respecting the time of Messiah s

advent. Christians, however, go on consistently and believe

further, that God did not break his word, but performed his

promise, and therefore we rejoice.
The Jews do not believe,

because they are so engrossed with the temporal deliverance

of the nation, that they cannot see that another aud a greatei

redemption was necessary. We do not, by any means, wis

to deny that Israel is to be restored to the land of promise, am

to inherit all the blessings promised in the prophets. On the

contrary, we fully believe that the Messiah, who visited this

earth, for a short season, will return and re-establish the

ocracy which was once the glory of Israel, and that, m a much

more glorious form than Israel ever saw under any of

kings. We heartily wish Israel the enjoyment of every bles

ing promised ;
but we cannot help remembering that Messia

has another and more important office than that of restoring

the kingdom to Israel, and that is the redemption of the human

race. The highest pitch of national glory and earthly pros-

perity would be as nothing, and less than nothing uiiles

children of men were delivered from the effect* of Adams sin,

and made partakers of a good hope of everlasting hie. Even

the gathering of Israel from all the ends of the earth would

appear but a very insignificant business, if it did not stand in

immediate connexion with the eternal welfare of all nations.

Many of the sons of men have appeared as conquerors and

heroes, and have raised their country to a high degree of

glory, and conferred upon them much temporal prosperity ;

but if Messiah was to be nothing more, we confess we should

not think him worth the having. We think of the Messiah as

the Being, in whom all the families of the earth shall

blessed, as the restorer indeed of Israel, but also Gods sal-

vation unto the end of the earth. This is the doctrine whi

Christianity teaches, and which is confirmed by the law and

the prophets ; and therefore we rejoice that this great .

verer has been bom that He came at first in great humili

to bruise the serpent's head, and to lay down his life a ransom

for many. We remember that this blessed news, these gla>

tidings of great joy, were brought to us by Jews ; aud, there-

fore, feeling our deep obligations, we desire to show pur

gratitude by inviting Israel to come and partake in our joy.

We feel assured that our joy is no illusion. Even the rabbles

themselves bear witness that the Messiah ought to have been

born, and was born at the very time in which we believe the

Messiah to have been born. But if he was born who v
;

us i

What other person can make anv claim to the Messia

but He whom we acknowledge ? Is it reasonable to believe, as

the rabbies do, that God actually sent the Great Deliverer
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down into this wretched world, and then took him away

again, without permitting him to pyy**flgL $
if ever he visited this earth-and that he *d,^*^

**

the ancient Jews and Christians assert-he could not have left

it a-ain without bestowing upon its inhabitants a remedy

for Fhelr woes. The ancient rabbies and the Clmshans boA

a^ree as to the time of Messiah's birth, and the fact ot his

birth in Bethlehem. Indeed the,
whole ^tion practically

showed their agreement with Christians, as to the time

MeVsLh's advent, by readily following every mihtary adven-

turer, who laid claim to the character of Redeemer. ^
before the destruction of the temple, multitudes had suffered

by their credulity; but immediately after the desolation Ae

people and the rabbies with one accord followed Bar C

and thereby showed the reality of their belief, that 1

abou the time when Messiah ought to appear Judaism,

therefore, teaches this doctrine-that GodP^^*^
that God fixed a time, that that time is past, and jet

Lt Gofdidnot keep his promise. Christianity on the con

trary, acknowledges the promise, recognises he time believe

, /i^s-t. ! , ^ut helieves further that uoa mm
" "

way into Paradise,

peoiS" and the establislment of the reign
/. "f
"eo.

The only real difference between us is, as to the VEKACITY ot

God We believe that God did not, and could not, break his

ord Modern Judaism teaches that God broke his promise.

S^ for rational beings to decide which doctrine^*JTO
able to the Divine character. For our own parts we wU

reiolce in God's unchangeableness, and say, in the i

brance, that " His truth endureth for ever.
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ACCORDING to the confessions of the rabbies themselves, the
time for the advent of Messiah is long since past, what is there

then that prevents the Jews from believing in him, who came
at the appointed time ? The grand objection is, that the nation
is still in captivity ; they say that Messiah ought to have given
them liberty. The answer to this objection is, that Messiah
was willing, and is willing to this hour, to give them liberty,
but that they will not have it. The very first condition of

national liberty and independence is moral and intellectual

emancipation. No nation was ever yet enslaved until the

hearts and intellects of the people had first become the slaves

of corruption or superstition and no nation that hugs to its

heart the chains of moral slavery, can ever be made free, nor
could it retain its liberty if it got it. When Messiah came,
therefore, as he found the Jewish nation already under the
Roman yoke, the very first step was to endeavour to emancipate
their hearts and minds, and to deliver them from that moral

bondage, of which their national degradation was only a con-

sequence. This first step Messiah immediately took he pro-
tested against the superstitions of the oral law, and pointed them
to the perfect liberty of God's written Word. But the nation

chose to retain the cause of their misfortunes, and to reject the

overtures of deliverance. If therefore they are still in a state of

national dependence, they must not cast the blame on God, and

say that He suffered the time to pass away without fulfilling
his promise ;

nor upon the Messiah, when they themselves

refused to receive that without which no national liberty can

possibly
exist. They chose to give themselves, body and soul,

as bond-slaves to the oral law, there was, therefore, no possibi-

lity of national redemption. It would require an act of omni-

potent coercion, such as God does not employ, to make a nation

free against its will. But perhaps the Jews of the present day
will deny that they are in a state of moral and intellectual

slavery. We refer them, in reply, to the numerous proofs

already given in these papers, and especially the laws of

ntDTltP or slaughtering, upon which we have a few words to

add. Where in all the world can a more wretched slave be

found, than the man, who himself, together with his family, is

ready to perish of hunger, and yet dare not partake of wholesome

food, offered by the providence of God, because his rabbinical

task-masters say, No ? But now take another instance :

^sb m ttnittrc ibtp i^orr p-a sbttf rota ba
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r\^ nwsoa cs nrn rrma inss tenon srn
mns C22 ijrjy by ~pED*27 H)b im TH:S npiim

ns:*E3 CST > rn tainari rrairiD rrnm
s ^37 iT-isni ww TnaBi WIN iTnro

: nDita sino? rants? a?

" If a slaughterer, who has not had his slaughtering knife

examined before a wise man [a rabbi], slaughters by himself,

his knife must be examined. If it be found in good order and

examined, he is to be excommunicated, because he may depend

upon himself another time, when it has a gap in it and yet

slaughter therewith. But, if it be found to have a gap, he is to

be deposed from his office, and excommunicated, and proclama-
tion is to be made, that all the meat which he has slaughtered
is carrion." (Jad Hachazakah, Hilchoth Sh'chitah, c. i. 26.)

Here we have the same slavery and the same cruel oppression.
In the first place we see the intention to make the Jews entirely

dependent upon the rabbies. The Jews are not to eat meat
unless it be slaughtered as the rabbies direct, and the slaugh-
terer himself is not even to do that, which he knows to be right

according to the oral law, without the express sanction of the

rabbies. All are to be in bondage, not merely to the oral law,

but to the rabbi for the time being. They are to have no mind
and no judgment of their own. In the, simplest concerns of

life they are to be entirely dependent upon the will and judg-
ment of another. In the second place, we see the determination

to maintain this tyranny by the severests punishments. The
man who has slaughtered without showing his knife to the

rabbi, even though they have no fault to find with him, is to be

excommunicated but if a rabbinic flaw in the knife should be

detected, then not only the man himself is to suffer, but those

who employed him, and also the Israelites themselves to be

deprived of food. All that he has slaughtered is to be declared

unfit for use. Who can deny that those who think their con-

sciences bound by such laws are in miserable bondage? Who,
that has hi* senses and God's Word to guide them, can believe

that a small gap in a knife is sufficient to make meat unfit for

food ? Who ever saw a knife, or even the finest razor that

ever was manufactured, without a series of such imperfections?
Let a rabbi, who has just pronounced, concerning a knife,

that it has no gap in it, apply a microscope, and he will soon

find out that a knife without gaps never existed. He will be

convinced that the oral law requires what is impossible, and
Therefore cannot possibly be from God. Who then can

deny that those who are bound by it, are the slaves of su-

perstition ? There never was, and never will be in the world,

such a thing as a knife without the least possible gap, and
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consequently there never was, and never will be, any meat fit

for the food of a Rabbinist. The Jews must therefore either

give up the use of meat entirely, or they must give up the

oral law.

If the oral law were uniformly severe, and everywhere

required that its adherents should obtain the best possible

evidence that their meat was properly slaughtered : or in case

they could not obtain this evidence, that they should entirely

abstain from meat, the consistency of the doctrine would in

some measure justify, or at least excuse the credulity
of the

Jews. But this is not the case, its authors felt the inconve-

nience of their own doctrine, and therefore relaxed whenever it

suited themselves. For instance, they say :

ib -pm &ni&r& pima bvnw* irs-i

pi r mmn IT "in SYP irs is 3nv cs

vsi i nttinrc nnmn ssm 'b taintzn ss V
> mmn IT 'nn -ins as nunw irnba? as

: jrr vnmn msrrw bss

" If we were to see an Israelite at a distance who had

slaughtered a beast, and he was to go his way, and we were

io-uorant of the fact whether he understood the art or not,

in that case the meat is lawful. And in like manner, if a man

should say to his messenger, Go and slaughter for me, and

should find the beast slaughtered, but it should not be certain

whether his messenger, or another person, had slaughtered it,

this also is lawful, for the majority of persons concerned in

slaughtering are skilful." (Ibid., c. iv. 7.) This relaxation

shows how exceedingly inconvenient the doctrine was found,

and how unwilling the doctors were to bear inconvenience

themselves. No doubt cases often occurred in real life similar

to those supposed. An Israelite travelling might come to a

town ill which lived a small congregation of Jews, and might

wish to have some dinner, and would of coarse wish to have i\

of lawful meat. The only satisfactory way of obtaining it

-would be to go to the person who had slaughtered it, and

examine him as to his competency, but he might be absent, it

therefore he should be scrupulous, he would have to go without

his dinner ;
and the same thing would happen to a rich man,

who might send a messenger to a neighbouring town to have a

beast killed for him. The messenger might send back the meat

hv some one else, and thus the owner would not have satisfac-

tory evidence, that the rabbinic laws had been observed. Here

again the man who was rich enough to do this, might have to

<>7> without his dinner, or to wait an inconvenient time. Ine

oral law has therefore provided in this case that the meat is

lawful for use without any further scruples. But this decision



SLAUGHTERING OF MEAT, CONTINUED. 399

shows of how little real importance all these precepts about

slaughtering are. If it be a sin to eat meat not properly killed.

then it is also a sin to eat meat, when there is no satisfactory

evidence of this fact. Whenever a man doubts about the rijfht

or wrong of any particular action, he is certainly wrong if he

does it. But if it be certain that he may either "do it or leave

it undone without guilt, then that action cannot be sinful. And
as the rabbies here affirm, that men may lawfully eat meat,

concerning which they have no satisfactory evidence that it

lias been lawfully slaughtered, it follows that the rabbinic art

cannot be of much value. Why then should a poor man be

starved if he does not eat, or flogged if he does eat, meat

slaughtered by a Gentile, when, if he had money to send a

beast to be killed, he might eat what was sent back, even

though he had no proof that the laws were kept ? Indeed how
are the poor and unlearned ever to know, that they eat lawful

meat ? If they were even to stand bv, and see the operation

performed, still, as being ignorant of the rabbinic laws, the y
could not understand, and must therefore take the matter

entirely upon trust : and thus the mass of the nation, the

unlearned and the women, are made the blind slaves of laws

which they neither understand nor know ;
or rather of those

who expound those laws, for how can it be said that a man

transgresses that of which he does not know the right or

wrong ?

If the rabbies were all unanimous in their statement of what

is and is not lawful, the unanimity might in some degree ex-

cuse the Jews for submitting to a yoke so grievous, and holding

it fast round the necks of their brethren. They mi^ht urre

the uniformity of the tradition as a proof of its genuineness
But this cannot be pretended in the present case. To this very

hour the rabbies themselves are not agreed as to what is, or

what is not the oral law. We have just seen that if a man send

a messenger to have a beast slaughtered, and afterwards tind it

slaughtered, that he may eat of it without asking any more

questions. This is the general principle, but as soon as it conn s

to be applied in detail the rabbies differ. The Haul Turim thus

states tiie difference :

rrsa rwi'ttiz? Krrvr irzra-'n 2.~i3i

2H3 pi miss rv:ntr nra?W2 is

sbs -IDS sbi n-230? nrtrsn Vrts -rnn '-
7 s s^

: s*2a:-in 731 PTJ72T rrsrsr,

" Rambam has written expressly, In case that it should be

found in the house ; but, if he tind it in the street, or on the

dunghill in the house, it is forbidden. The Baal Haittur has

given the same judgment : but my lord my father of biewtcd
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memory says, the meat is lawful, even if it be found on the

dunghill in the house, and has not pronounced it unlawful,

except when found on the dunghill in the street ; and Rashba
is of the same opinion." (Joreh ])eah., 1.) Here, then, we have

the most learned of the rabbies, disputing as to what is the law ;

the one party pronouncing that to be unlawful which the other

party declares lawful. What, then, are the unlearned to do in

this "case? Or how can it be said that there is an oral law
which gives the true meaning of the written law ? Or, if there-

be an oral law, what use is it, when it is itself a subject of dis-

pute ? Every one who has looked into the oral law knows that

this difference of opinion is by no means a rare case ; and that

it cannot be said that the difference of opinion is in matters of

minor importance. Let us, for example, consider the case of

an Israelite who is accustomed to eat unlawful meat, and does

so to vex Israel is it lawful to eat the meat which he has killed?

nbnra ib i-noiia rst M*nann ana
ttnu? CKI i van by "rms b-w DS

ars-in W'ST *po is nVnn TOD npna v/y
nro VT

" Rashba has written that it is not lawful to give him a beast

intentionally to slaughter, even if an Israelite should stand by-
But if he has slaughtered the beast, it may be declared lawful

by means of examining the knife, either at the beginning or at

the end ; and my lord my father of blessed memory has written

that in the case of such a person the law is the same as in that

of a Gentile." (Ibid. 2.) Now the difference here is very great
und very important. The one opinion says, that, under certain

circumstances, such meat is lawful. The other, that it is un-

lawful as that killed by a Gentile that is, what the one allows,

the other pronounces to be so unlawful as to deserve the flog-

ging of rebellion, as we saw in No. 49. Here, then, is a case

involving severe corporal punishment, and yet the rabbies are

not agreed as to which is the law. How, then, can men of

sense and reflection give themselves up to a system, the doctors

of which cannot agree upon a question so simple as this, "What
soil of food is lawful, and what is unlawful ? and who, never-

theless, require unlimited obedience under the heaviest penalties

temporal and eternal ? The oral law does not suffer a wise man
to be contradicted, and declares that all their sayings are " the

words of the living God ;" and yet here they contradict one

another so widely, that if a man follow the one, he will be

sentenced to a flogging by the other and if from fear of the

flogging he should agree with the latter, he will then be con-

tradicting the former, and thereby incur the sentence of ex-

communication, and rveii run a risk of losing his soul. liat
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in every case he must give up his judgment and his reason, and

submit 'to be led by those, who are still disputing about the right

road : yea, and if he would obey the oral law, must.confess that

they are bot li in the light. If this be not moral and intellectual

slavery of the worst kind, we huve yet to learn the meaning of

these words. It will not be a pertinent reply to say that Chris-

tians also differ in opinion on important points. "VVe confess that

they do, and will continue to do so, as long as they continue to

be fallible men : but then these persons do not profess to have

an oral law given by God in order to preserve them from a wrong

interpretation. There is one Christian Church that has followed

the example of the rabbies in this particular, and has therefore

fallen into many of their absurdities. Difference of opinion

amongst those who make no such pretensions is no argument

against the truth of the original records, whence both professedly

draw their religion. Two men may differ as to the sense of a

verse in the law of Moses, and yet we know that the verse itself

contains the truth. But when each of these persons tells us that

his interpretation is an inspired tradition, and that both, though

contradicting each other, are equally true and correct, then it

is evident that they say not only what is false, but what is ab-

surd, and that they are labouring under a delusion. If it be a

mere speculative delusion it is to be deplored but if it be a

practical delusion, involving the happiness and welfare of thou-

sands, it must be combated and exposed and this is precisely

the case with the oral law. The particular part of it which we

have now been considering seriously
affects the temporal com-

fort of many thousands of the poor in every part of the world.

The general principles enslave the minds of the whole nation,

and thus prevent the state of happiness and glory
which the

prophets have promised. The Jewish nation is in a state of

dispersion, and in some parts of the world victims of a cruel

oppression, simply because they are the willing slaves of super-

stition. Until an intellectual and moral change is effected, tiu y

never can appear as " the peculiar people, the kingdom of pi

the holy nation." High and holy is their destiny, and great is

the providential mercy of God in still preserving them, when

they refuse obstinately to fulfil it. But neither their destiny

nor God's forbearance can be of any avail, until they reassert

the glorious liberty of the children ot' God. The chains of Rab-

binism must be broken, and the mild yoke of Messiah taken

upon their shoulders, before national independence and liberty

can return. How could a nation exist, whose moral and intel-

lectual energies are all crampt by the endless subtleties of the

rabbies? How could a people maintain national liberty whilst

they are such perfect slaves to superstition as to believe that

traditions, which are the curse of the poor, ami many of which

flatly contradict others, all proceed from the uod of mercy and
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truth ? The temple must first be cleansed of all defilement

before the glory of God can enter. It is therefore a matter of

the first and highest importance, to every Jew who wishes well

to his nation, to examine that system, whose constant companion

for so many centuries has been misery ;
and if they are convinced

of its falsehood, then to use every
exertion to deliver their

brethren, from that which is mischievous as well as false. \V e

mio-ht urge its tendency to produce and perpetuate an unfriendly

separation between the Jews and their neighbours : not that

we are ignorant of God's declaration,

b n^rai TOET -rab nr in
"
Lo, the people shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned

among the nations." (Numb, xxiii. 9.) We know it and be-

lieve it, and are therefore fully convinced, that all the wit and

power of man will never be able to effect what some so ardently

desire, an amalgamation with the nations where Israel is dis-

persed. We have no desire to contravene the declared will ot

God, and to degrade Israel from their position as a holy nation

to the rank of an inconsiderable religious sect. But still we

might urge against the oral law, that it goes beyond God s in-

tention by producing an unfriendly separation and an estrange-

ment between man and man, which is injurious to the weliare

of both Jew and Gentile ;
we leave this, however, to the con-

sideration of those Israelites who feel, or profess to feel, a love

and affection for all men ;
and content ourselves at present witl

the indubitable fact, that the laws concerning slaughtering are

most oppressive to the poor and enslaving to the minds
pi

all.

It is not merely the bodily grievance of starvation to which we

now allude, though that is wicked and vexatious to the last

degree, and should therefore not be tolerated for a moment by

the humane and the merciful. There is something that is worse

than any bodily suffering, and that is, to be tempted to do vio-

lence to conscience by professing what we do not believe, or by

concealing our real sentiments. And yet in many a Jewish

congregation this is frequently the case. It pleases God to give

to the poor the power of reasoning as well as to the nch, and

thus some of this class are occasionally led to see the absurdity

of the oral law, and to detest those inventions which doom them

and their families to starvation, but yet they
would not dare

either to avow or to act upon their conviction. To eat any

other than rabbinical food would at once cut them off from the

bounty of the synagogue, and from the sympathy of its wor-

shippers. To express their convictions would be sufficient to

have them numbered with the profane and ungodly, and theiv-

fore they conceal their real sentiments, and pretend to be what

they are not, that they may not deprive their families of the

little assistance which an apparent conformity to rabbnuc



LAWS CONCERNING MEAT WITH MILK. 403

Tisao-cs mav procure. Here then is another and more unequi-

vocal bndo-e of slavery. The oral law deprive* the poor entirely

of liberty of conscience. He not only must not eat, he must

not think, at least he must not express a thought, no, nor even

a doubt, about that svstem which is the cause of his misery. 1

is true, that those who profess or suppress religious sentiments

merely to serve their temporal interests, are either very weak

or very guilty. But we must make some allowance for the in-

tii-mity of human nature, and especially in the case of a poor

man, who has no bi-ad for his children, and whose mind has

been debased from his youth by such bondage. It is to the

system that we ar *< impute these debasing effects. Lt not

only torments the body, but degrades the mind ; and, therefore,

,MTV Israelite who loves and respects liberty of conscience,

should endeavour to procure it for his brethren. According to

the law of the land they have it. They are free to worship and

serve God as they think* most agreeable to his will
;
but the oral

law steps in between, and deprives them of the benefit. The

Jewish poor dare not serve God according to their conscience,

nor even express the convictions of their heart. All the legis-

lators in Christendom could not set them free. The duty as

well as the possibility
of delivering them from this bondage rests

with their brethren. But they, alas ! whatever the motive,

decline the glorious task.

No. LII.

LAWS CONCERNING MEAT WITH MILK.

IT is recorded of the Cutheans and those other nations

whom the King of Assyria placed as colonists at Samaria,

that thev endeavoured to combine the service of the true

I ;od with the worship of idols.
" So these nations feared

the Lord, and served their graven imatzvs. both their

children and their children's children : as did their father*,

M.'do they unto this day." ('2 Kings xvii. 41.) Every one

(in see that this conduct was as foolish as it was wickt

It was wicked to dishonour the true God by associating

him with them that were no gods ; and it was foolish to

imagine that God could be pleased with a partial homage

and a divided heart. Total idolatry would have been more

reasonable and less offensive to the Divine Being, for he,
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whom we acknowledge as God, must necessarily have the

whole of our fear, our love, and our obedience. And yet
there is perhaps a way of serving God more unreasonable

still, and that is by giving to sinful and fallible men the

honour that is due to God alone. The Cutheans falsely

thought that God was one amongst many ;
and if they

worshipped the many, it was under the impression that

they were really gods. But suppose a nation to acknow-

ledge the one true God, and then to fix upon a certain

number of men to be honoured and served with the same

degree of reverence and obedience ; none can doubt that

this nation would be far more irrational than that of the

Cutheans, inasmuch as to pay Divine honours to a number
of our fellow-men is more extravagant still than to worship
a plurality of imaginary deities. Some may think that such

a degree of absurdity is impossible, but fact shows that it is

not only possible, but that it has actually occurred. When
men exalt the inventions of their teachers to a level with

the known and acknowledged laws of God, and make obe-

dience to these inventions an essential part of their religion.

they confer upon men the highest degree of honour and of

service that can be rendered to God. The unreserved sub-

mission of the heart and conscience to the will of God is the

highest act of worship, and when it is given to the will of

men, in that degree men are made gods. Whether these

remarks apply to those who make the 2bl~Q ~ltt'2 HIDyTTf
i.e.,

" The constitutions concerning meat in milk
"

a part

of their religion, it is for the adherents of the oral law to

inquire.
The general principle of these constitutions is thus ex-

pressed

rmnn 72 ibssb -ITDNI ibnnb -IIDN nbm -ian

bD -1DW3 TON V1DN1 WIN V^pl nN3

npib -rnD ma orratBD Sw 'oi

rrt3 bDiNn 721 ION nbra na ban N\

tyssT npib -rnsD ibGnnatP nbnm -ranno

" It is unlawful to boil meat in milk according to the

law, it is also unlawful to eat it ; it is likewise unlawful to

make any profit by it, and it is to be buried. Its ashes are

also unlawful, like the ashes of other things that are buried.

Whosoever boils together a quantity of these two things,

equal to an olive, is to be flogged, for it is said,
' Thou shalt

not seethe a kid in its mothers milk.' (Exod. xxiii. 19.) In

like manner, he that eats a quantity of the flesh and the milk,

which have been boiled together, amounting in value to an
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olive, is to be flogged, even though he did not boil them."

(Hilchoth Maakhaloth Asuroth, c. ix. i.)
Here the oral

law determines generally, that it is unlawful to boil meat 111

milk, or to make any use of meat so boiled, and sentences

the transgressor to a severe and degrading corporal punish-

ment, and yet this determination is altogether an invention

of men, for which there is not the slightest authority m the

Word of God. The prohibition of Moses is confined to one

single case, which is exactly defined :
" Thou shalt not seethe

si kid in its mother's milk," but there the prohibition ends,

for the specification of one particular shows that that alone

is intended, and necessarily excludes all others, lo give

some colour to the unwarranted extension, it is asserted that

137 T37H ibl Htt?n iVl 11tt7n il l2 S1H

: ens na
" Kid includes the young of kine, of sheep, and of goats,

so that to particularize,
the word goat is added as ' a kid ot

the goats.'
" And so Rashi also affirms in his commentary.

Abeu Ezra, however, has saved us the trouble of giving a

refutation of our own, for he says

sinu? pi sips sb na ^ p.
ins r ^ ~^s" ^ ""

bvra ^ia "3 crTO "TI TQI ^12 7*2

1272 btnar nbsw vm tb^p

" This is not so, for nothing is called kid except the

young of the goats ;
and in Arabic the word has the same

signification, and is never applied to any other species. But

there is a difference between kid and kid of the goats, for

the former is larger, and it is necessary for the latter still

to be with the goats ;
and the same thing is true of T'ytff,

which is used in the same way. It is by tradition that the

wise men received, that Israel should not eat meat in milk."

(Comment, in Exod. xxiii. 19.) Thus Aben Ezra, himself

a most learned rabbi, confesses that the words of the written

law restrict the prohibition to one particular case, and that

the rest is mere matter of tradition. Of course if it could

be proved that this tradition came from God through Moses,

it would be equivalent to the written law, but there is no

attempt to prove anything of the kind. The authors of the

oral law calculated throughout upon the blind credulity of

their followers, and therefore here, as elsewhere, there is an

entire absence of proof. Indeed, the tradition itself bears

the plain mark of forgery. How can any one possibly be-
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lieve that, if God meant to forbid meat and milk entirely,
he should first express himself incorrectly, and then leave
the correction of the error to uncertain tradition ? If the
command had only been once noticed, it would have been
hard to believe such a thing ;

but when we remember that
this command is thrice repeated, in Exod. xxiii. 19, xxxiv.

26, and Deut. xiv. 21, it is plainly incredible. Thrice is

the command written, and thrice it is restricted to one

particular case, and yet the rabbies have dared to make
unauthorized additions of their own, and their followers to

this day exalt them to a level with the laws of God. It

cannot be replied that the rabbies would not commit such
wickedness as this, for every one who knows anything of
the oral law, knows that a great proportion of it consists

merely of the words of the Scribes, acknowledged as such.
and distinguished by that name from the supposed traditions

from Sinai. Thus in the constitutions before us, it is plainly
confessed that the written law allows the flesh of wild anima Is

and of fowl in milk, and yet the rabbies forbid it :

nbm 7^2 rrn sbrn v:n *psi rrn irrn pi
-p^b minn p nb'osa 1108 irs nera
nma nVoNs -IIDSI nssra -imm ibK?27

-urn -no" ^-rb isrro asn ifct&D 11 sba? "12

nsra nbm rmn& nnra 1273 ibss^ rmn bt?
nbra nn ^bs mmn nwEizra TN nniz? mirro

: 2bra -i^n bs TON -p^b 07121: i2x

" And thus the flesh of a wild animal or of fowl, whether in

the milk of a wild or tame animal, is not forbidden as food by
the written law, and therefore it is lawful to boil it, and to

profit by it. But according to the words of the scribes, it is

unlawful to eat it, lest the people should go farther, and be led

into a transgression of the written law, and eat the flesh of a
clean beast in the milk of a clean beast : for the letter of the
written law refers only to a kid in its mother's milk in the
strictest sense ; therefore the wise men have forbidden all meat
in milk." In this there is no equivocation, but a simple con-

fession that the rabbies have taken upon themselves to for-

bid what God has allowed
; and have, without ceremony or

scruple, made great additions to his law. It matters little

what the motive was, the conduct itself is in the highest
degree presumptuous. The pretence, that these additions
were made only for the purpose of keeping the people far

removed from sin, will not serve as a ground of justification.
If God had desired such precautionary measures, as being
either necessary or beneficial, he would have prescribed them
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himself. If he did not prescribe them, and the rabbies them-

selves confess that he did not, but. that they are the words of

the scribes, then they can be neither necessary nor beneficial,

unless we can believe what it would be blasphemy to assert,

that is, that God's law was imperfect until it was mended

bv the scribes. It is truly astonishing that men professing

respect for the law of Moses should treat it with such in-

dignity, and still more so that those who appear so anxious to

avoid transgression, should themselves systematically
trans-

gress that plain command.

: aans mso "saw IM -mn
" Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you."

(Deut. iv. 2.) But the most extraordinary thing of all is, that

the modern Jews should pride themselves on the purity ,t

their faith, and think that they only of all the nations serve

the true God and him only, when they are in troth serving the

authors of the oral law, and dividing their religious obedience

between God and the rabbies. If the rabbinic additions were

specimens of profound wisdom in legislation, or had a tendency

to promote either the moral or temporal welfare of mankind,

there would be some excuse, but what shall we say of those

who transgress a plain command for the sake of such an addi-

tion as the following :

a-isnnn -mo "rob abnm -irrra vaV ~^-n

miew ir-m nm . nn-ao? -now 7W3 vs =":

is en -pnb en bssrr IN -rrra crr3D TOKJTDW

r-n sim crrarca ins be: cs bsw en -pn
1
? i:v.J

12 S23U7 iVlD -E72rt *lblp 1312 Him 3irn W
1312 bsa =ST -strn

" The flesh by itself is lawful, and the milk by itself is law-

ful but as soon they are mixed together by means of boiling

for cooking) they both become unlawful. In what cases does

this hold ? When both are boiled together, or when one being

hot falls into the other also being hot, or when one, cold, tails

into the other hot. But if one of them being hot falls upon

the second being cold, then all that part of the meat which

was touched by the milk is to be peeled off, and the remainder

may be eaten. But if one in a cold state falls upon the other

also cold, then that peace is to be washed, and after that may

be eaten." (Hilchoth Maakhaloth Asuroth, c. ix. 17.) M

have in the first place, an unwarranted extension t the dmne

command. God has simply forbidden to seethe a kid in its

mother's milk. The rabbies first extend this to the young ot

kine and sheep. Then they advance another step and torbid
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the boiling or cooking of any sort of meat in milk, and now
we have seen another advance still, whereby even any mixture

of flesh and milk is strictly forbidden. Thus the rabbies aim

at universal dominion, and are satisfied with nothing short

of an entire subjugation of the heart and conscience. Other

tvrants must rest satisfied with the enslavement of the body,
but cannot touch the thought. The authors of the oral

law attack the liberty of thought, and intrude even into the

kitchens of their victims. They are determined that their fol-

lowers shall not eat excepting as they please, and boldly invade

the prerogative of God himself, by forbidding the food which

he provides for his people. But this extract presents, in the

second place, an outrage on common sense. If milk and meat

each be lawful by itself, how can the mixture make them un-

lawful ? Whatever God forbids is unlawful, no matter whether

we understand the reason or not. But here the rabbies them-

selves acknowledge that God has not forbidden this mixture ;

but that the prohibition is entirely their own invention. We are

therefore bound to use our senses, if God has given us any, and
to ask a reason why. Then, again, why should that which is

lawful when cold, be made unlawful by being hot ? It may be

said, that this is a matter of little importance. In itself it is ;

but as a burden on the consciences of men, it is of the very

highest importance, and as a cheat upon the ignorant it is

more important still. In many countries, these and similar

inventions constitute the whole religion of the ignorant, and

especially of the women. The oral law affirms that it is not

necessary to teach women the law of God, but it is almost a

matter of life and death that they should know these rabbinic

laws about meat and milk. If a woman is unable to read the

AVord of God, and is as ignorant as a heathen, of God's will,

the rabbies think that is a trifle. But if a woman were,

through ignorance to serve up meat with any admixture of

milk, the whole family would be in an uproar, and the rabbi

himself would have to be consulted about a remedy for so dread-

ful a calamity. The consequence is, that with the mass of the

uneducated, accuracy in these observances passes for piety, and

these poor beings hope that they are going straight to heaven,
when they are utterly devoid or ignorant of that holiness,

truth, and purity, which are the first essentials for admission

into the presence of God. Thus the oral law destroys the souls

of multitudes, but others wT
ill have to answer for their blood.

All who uphold the system must share in the responsibility.
The rabbies who teach, the learned Jews who aid and abet, the

priests and Levites to whom God has committed the pastor-

ship of his people, but who neglect their sacred office, all will

have to answer for the souls of the lost. But most of all those

who know that these things are wrong, wrho themselves eat meat
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and milk, and laugh at rabbinic superstition, and yet are insen-

sible to the miseries of their poor and ignorant brethren. Every
one practically acquainted with the working of these laws,

knows not only that they beget a i'alse notion of religion, but

that they are also a torment in this life. In domestic and culi-

nary economy, accidents will happen. Meat may fall into milk,

or milk into a pot of meat. , Misery and vexation are the con-

sequence, and if the unfortunate woman to whom the accident

has happened cannot get satisfaction at home, she must go to

the rabbi to inquire what is to be done. For instance

-pnb bs3tt7 nbn is - nbnn -pnb bcaa? -inn

TOS - era ^nian nwtt? vsy bannai -iann

i nbn bo? nnnn rrvnpb n^sas? nan ba?

nan C3?to ns era? -iaw cs n-npn ns ^an

mpa? snn ' m-os ro-nn nmsi mmn is
4

: csi

sbn laibana? c-np nrrnnn ns s

5n irB7Bn nms ans^a pbn sb cs

"With respect to meat which falls into milk, or milk

that falls into the midst of meat, the measure is, if it give a

taste ? How so ? If a peace of meat fall into a boiling pot of

milk, a Gentile is to taste the contents of the pot: and i

he says that it has a taste of meat, then it is unlawful. But

if it has not the taste of meat, then the milk is lawful, but that

piece of meat is unlawful. In what cases does this hold ? In

case that the piece of meat has been taken out, before it has

emitted the milk which it has sucked in. But if it has not been

taken out, then a calculation must be made whether its pro-

portion to the whole is as one to sixty ;
because the milk that

was sucked in, and had become unlawful, has been emitted

and has mixed with the rest of the milk." (Ibid.) Now, in

the most tolerable case, that is, if the owner of the milk can

afford to lose it and the meat too, there is, first, an unne-

cessary inconvenience and vexation, which no man has a right

to inflict upon another. But there is, secondly, and what is of

far more consequence, a great sin in wasting good and whole-

some, and, according to the written law, lawful food.

milk tastes of meat, then the milk and the meat are rendered

not only unlawful but perfectly useless. How then can the

Jews expect peace and plenty, when their oral law teaches them

to despise and cast from them with disdain God's blessings ?

But suppose that the owner of the milk and the meat is a poor

man, and that he has laid out his hard and scanty earnings to

provide food for his family, an accident of this kind will leave

them destitute. Their last hope of support is taken away, and
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thev mav die of hunger. If they go to the rabhies, and urge

the* necessity of the case plead that they have no more-

reason that if meat by itself is lawful, that milk is also

lawful that the law of Moses no where forbids this tood the

teachers of the oral law will answer, that their traditions

cannot be broken ;
and the poor people must learn that to

eat food permitted and given by God is a sin, but to die of

starvation is lawful. How can men with any of the feelings

of humanity believe that such a law is from God t -how can

men of any common sense suffer the consciences and the bodie

of the poor and ignorant to be thus tormented ? Above all.

how can a nation that prides itself on the purity ot its faith

yield an idolatrous obedience to cruel and oppressive laws in-

vented by men ? It is a vain boast for them to say that they

have no images the oral law and its enactments constitute

a whole host of idols. It is an unfounded triumph which they

celebrate over the worshippers of Moloch. The oral law is

a deity as fierce and as bloody, and to it are daily immolated

the souls and bodies of the poor and ignorant. Any homage-

rendered to falsehood, or to cruelty, is idolatrous ; and even-

thinking man must admit, that the worship of the oral law w

of this character. To the Rabbinists themselves we would

say, Just think whether it be possible that God would have

given a law so oppressive, or whether he can have any pleasure

in the obedience which is rendered at the expense of mercy ?

To those who reject the oral law Ave would say, You have

a duty to perform from which nothing can exempt you and

that is, to rest neither day nor night until Israel is delivered

from this idolatrous worship of men, and set free from a
yoke

so oppressive to body and soul. We grant that Christians have

also a duty, and in these papers we endeavour to discharge our

share of it. But the duty incumbent upon Israelites is tenfold

more imperative. The ties of flesh and blood their office as

a kingdom of priests- the mercy of God in giving them the

law as their inheritance all increase their responsibility and

add to the weight of obligation. It would be a shame for Israel

to be silent when even the Gentiles cry out for the restoration

of the religion of Moses and the prophets. Israelites may have

peculiar difficulties. They may be united in commercial re-

lations or bv family tics with those who are in bondage to the

oral law. they may fear the injury of their worldly prospectn

thev may dread the frown of relatives and friends. This

was also the case of Abraham, when he determined to re-

nounce the false gods of his fathers, and to worship the true

God alone ; and even' one who determines by God's help to fol-

low and assert the troth, must make up his mind to love it even

more than life itself. But can a son of Abraham hesitate
J

\Viii he forfeit the smile of God to escape the frown of fnend* ?
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Nay, if his friends are still in error, is this not a double motive

to urge him forward in the overthrow of that error ? Must he

not be doubly anxious to deliver his father, his mother, his

brothers and his sistersfrom such bondage ? The first attempt

may be difficult the immediate results may be unpleasant ; but

if for God's sake he asserts God's truth, he shall have God's

blessing, and at last find peace even amongst those who are now
offended. As long as the present state of things continues,

Israel can never be restored to their ancient position. God in

mercy keeps them in dispersion, to prevent the triumph of the

oral law. But when is this state of misery to cease ? There

must be a beginning. Some one follower of Moses must be

zealous enough and bold enough to attack the strong holds

of superstition, and to rouse his brethren to a sense of their

condition some one who not only professes to be a follower

of Moses, but who has imbibed his spirit, and whose trust is

in the God of his fathers.

No. LIII.

RABBINISM OPPRESSIVE TO THE POOB.

WHEN God gave Israel the law, by the hand of Moses, he

also gave them several tests, whereby they might at all times

try themselves, and know to a certainty whether they were

really obedient or not and whether the laws, to which they

yielded obedience, were really the laws given by Moses. One

of these tests is found in the following words :
"
Behold, I

have taught you statutes and judgments, even as the Lord my
God commanded me, that ye should do so in the land whither

ve go to possess it. Keep, therefore, and do them ; for this is

your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the nations,

which shall hear all these statutes, and say, Surely this great

nation is a wise and understanding people." (Deut. iv. 5.) By
the help of these words, Israel may know at any time whether

they are really keeping the laws of Moses. They have only to

consult their own experience, and determine whether they are

honoured by all nations on account of their wisdom. Moses

promises that a reputation for wisdom, and the honour that

accompanies it, shall be the reward of obedience. If therefore

the Jews at this present time are obedient, this promise must

be in daily fulfilment. But, if they are not honoured aud

T 2
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respected for their wisdom, then we must conclude, that thev

are deficient in obedience, and further, that the laws to which

they are at present so devoted are not the laws of Moses. JNow

it is a certain fact, that admiration for the wisdom of Israel

has not been the prevailing sentiment amongst the nations ot

the world for the last two thousand years. The Jewish peopie

has been most deplorably underrated. Their genius and then-

literature have been ignorantly undervalued, and the tolly o

the authors of the oral law has been unjustly visited upon

each and every individual of the nation. \Ve grant the m-

iustice and the impiety of such hasty judgments, but cannot

deny the fact, and the fact proves that the laws to which Israel

now yields obedience are not the laws of Moses. Ihey now

obey the commands of the oral law, and the nations have heard

of the statutes thereof, but no one says,
"
Surely this great

nation is a wise and understanding people. borne may,

perhaps, ascribe this to prejudice, and no doubt there arc

cases where prejudice has much to do with the decision, but

this is not our case. Our prepossessions are all in favour ot the

Jews, and yet we cannot help questioning the wisdom ot those,

who make such laws as the following a part of their religion:

rrncs ren bD rcb csi nbm rrcryn r^ r

rtzra ?w f -ran na b=w> Kttu? mns brnn ^en

p^o'tt TO rmos nsn b3 wu 'csi rrfcQ -ronn n

rrnsa nr csi i nbn nn bus* SESP -nann ns

-^an sb ro bss^ sbtf -13 rroa n^nna? -n? nen
n; '-in nbn sbi

" It is not lawful to knead the dough with milk, and if it be

done, all the bread is unlawful, lest this should lead to further

transgression, and it should be eaten with meat.

unlawful to smear the oven with the tail of a sheep ;
and it it

be done, all the bread is unlawful, lest milk should be eaten

with it. But, if some change be made in the form ot the bread

whereby it may be recognized, so as that neither meat nor milk

should be eaten with it, then it is lawful." (Hilchoth Maakha-

loth Asuroth, c. ix. 22.) We do not wish to persuade the Jews

either to knead dough with milk, or to smear an oven with the

tail of a sheep, but when we remember all the poverty and

want that is in the world, we cannot help asking,
>J

hat is

there so sinful in either of the above actions, as to make such

bread unlawful for the use of God's people? Has God forbidden

it ? or has he so strictly prohibited the use of meat and milk

together, as to make this excess of caution necessary ? Neither

the one nor the other. The law of God as given by Moses,

allows the use of meat and milk together. It forbids only one

particular case, the boiling of a kid in its mother s milk : and
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to this the rabbies have, without any authority, added all these

other commands, and thus burdened the conscience, and made

religion an intricate and difficult science intelligible only to the

learned, and not always to them What wisdom is there in

forbidding what God did not think necessary to forbid ? What

wisdom is there in neglecting or disregarding the revealed will

of God, and giving up the conscience to the guidance of wea

and fallible men like ourselves ? But above all, what wisdom

is there in oppressing and tormenting the poor?

law says

Vosb -ima nbnn abn is nraa ^src ^
. TO -i3 Tnns

-on r= n-n= ntrn ^n P^ 11'" ntt?n ^xw *

*~o om'a rrrriz? -12 nbn Tins bss 1
' sb v\vs

-iimn "3E rnsw vow ics sini n-ins rnwo "IWB

: nirpa ^D "n^sa? D^ICTI T^K?

" He that eats cheese or milk first, may eat meat immediately

*

"He that eats meat first, whether it be the meat of a beast

or of a fowl, must not eat milk after it, until the regular time

between two meals, that is six hours, shall have elapsed ;

because of the meat which remains between the teeth, and

whfch is not got out by wiping." (Ibid., 26, 28.) Now in the

case of the rich or the affluent, who can procure a good and

sufficient meal of meat, and can therefore wait for six hours,

this may be no great hardship, though even in that case, we

must protest against the unauthorized burden imposed upon

the conscience ; but when applied to the needy and the des-

titute this law becomes an intolerable yoke. Just suppose the

father of a starving family who goes forth to beg assistance

from the charitable. He receives a small portion of meat, an

hastens back to divide it with his wife and children hey

partake of the relief, but it is not sufficient to supply their

wants. He therefore goes forth again, and some friend ot the

i>oor gives him some milk or cheese, he brings it home with

thankfulness, but dare not touch it himself nor give it to his

children they have already fasted many an hourthey
are

still weak with hunger-a little of the milk or the cheese

would recruit exhausted nature-the children cry and entreat

their father, but no-they must still endure the pangs ofhunger

for six hours more, for though God allows this food, the rabbies

have forbidden it. Is there wisdom in this ? Is God honoured

by such a religion,
which counts his permission as nothing, and

exalts the authority of the rabbies above that of God himself

And may we not ask the same question of the following law ?

rsi ^13 i3^ntt7 nbn is c^ian nm
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" He that eats Gentile cheese, or milk which a Gentile has

milked, but the Israelite did not see him, is to be flogged with
the flogging of rebellion. But, as to the butter, some of the

Gaons have pronounced it lawful, because there is no express
decision about it, and because unclean milk will not set.

Others of the Gaons, on the contrary, have pronounced it

unlawful, on account of the small drops of milk which remain
in it. (Joreh Deah, 115.) Here we have the same total want
of consideration for the poor, and the same fierce and cruel

spirit. Just suppose, again, the case of a destitute Jewish

family, where the father is laid on a bed of sickness, and unable

to earn daily bread for his children. The mother, weary with

tending the sick couch of her husband, and her heart halt-

broken with the children's cry for bread, goes to solicit help
from the almoners of the synagogue. She obtains eighteen
pence per month, but finds that on this small sum it is im-

possible for a family to subsist ;
she then goes to individuals of

her nation, and gets what she can, but still not sufficient to

supply the wants of her children, and of her sick husband.
In her distress, she goes to some Christian neighbours, who
give her some milk and cheese. The pangs of hunger, and
the affections of a wife and mother overcome her superstition.
she carries this bounty home and partakes of it along with her

husband and children. Has she thereby committed a sin :

has she violated any one precept of the Mosaic law
;
has she

blasphemed the name of her God ? Let reason, let the Law and
the Prophets answer, and they will say, No : she has done her

duty. But what does the oral law say ? It -says, that she has
committed a dreadful sin. And what is to be her punishment,
and that of her husband and children ? Flogging the flog-

ging of rebellion. If the oral law had power, it would lead

them forth to the place of execution, and there inflict stripes
without number and without mercy. The bystanders, and
those attracted by the cries would ask, What dreadful crime
has this family committed ? and the answer would be, To save

themselves from starvation they dared to eat Gentile cheese

and milk. Gentiles would ask again, What, is this the law ?

Does Judaism teach that so innocent an action is to be pu-
nished with such severity ? and being answered in the afnrmsi-

tive, would go away exclaiming,
" What a merciful religion !

Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people !

"

No: they would retire in horror, thanking God that they an-

nul Jews, and that God has preserved them from so dreadful a
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delusion, and from such iniquitous cruelty. What, then, do

our Jewish readers think of this law, and the religion of which

it is a part ? It is certain that there are multitudes of Jews in

this city who live in the constant violation of this command ;

who constantly use milk supplied by Gentiles, and yet pretend
to profess Judaism as their religion. Let all such ask themselves,

by what authority they transgress a command sanctioned by
so severe a punishment. Is it because they think it irrational,

or unwarranted by the law of Moses ? If so, they attack at

once the authority of the whole system of Judaism. If the

oral law can be proved to be absurd, or uniust, or cruel, in any
one particular, its value as a divine tradition is utterly de-

stroyed. Let them, then, be consistent ;
if they reject Judaism,

let them say so, let them not pretend to have the Jewish

religion, when they have it not. Let them honestly confess

that their reason, directed by Scripture, has led them to reject

it ; and let them fulfil the consequent duty of endeavouring to

deliver their poor brethren from a bondage so cruel. They
must know that these laws about milk and butter, and the art

of slaughtering, cut off many a poor Jew from the last refuge
of the destitute the poor-house. Many a one who is now

starving with his family, would be glad to have the relief

which the parish provides, but he dare not accept of it.

Either his conscience, perverted by these rabbinical statutes,

will not permit him, or he is afraid* of his brethren, who would

think that in going into such an asylum he had renounced his

God. Those who use Gentile milk without scruple, will have

much to answer for, if they suffer such oppression and such

superstition to continue. It is a vain excuse for any one to say,

What can I do ? Any one individual, however weak and unin-

fluential, has it in his power by God's blessing, to deliver the

poor. Let him continually protest against such superstition,

let him reason with his brethren. Let him determine to take

DO rest, until the yoke is torn from the necks of his nation.

He will ultimately prevail. He will be the instrument in

God's hand, of offering a greater deliverance than that from

Egypt, inasmuch as the emancipation of the soul is of more

importance than that of the body. In this respect, amongst
others, Jesus of Nazareth has done more than Moses. If he

had not arisen, the oral law would have been universal, and the

world have continued either sunk in idolatry or slaves to a

cruel superstition. The cruelty of a religion, which commands
a man to be flogged for eating that which God permits, is not

to be disputed ; the prohibition of Gentile bread furnishes

another instance of similar inhumanity.

cnb vwo 9"w o^oan nwm
ib ISDS iVas n^a be? na IDD minn p
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" There are some things which the wise men have pronounced

unlawful, although they have no foundation for the prohibition

in the law, as bread of the Gentiles, even though an Israelite

should have baked it for him and cooked victuals, which the

Gentiles have cooked. They have also pronounced it unlawful

to drink at a Gentile table, even those drinks of which thero

can be no suspicion that wine of libation is mixed with them.

And they pronounced these things unlawful to prevent the

possibility of intermarriage," &c. (Ibid. 112.) There are many
remarks suggested by this passage, but at present we limit

ourselves to the prohibition of Gentile bread. It is here con-

fessed that there is no foundation for it in the law of Moses.

and that therefore the rabbies have no authority for the prohi-

bition ;
and yet a very little consideration is sufficient to show

that great inconvenience may arise. For instance, if a poor

Jew is travelling in this country, exhausts his stock of money,

and goes to a farm-house to ask relief, he cannot accept any

meat he is not to drink any milk on pain of a flogging.

Suppose, then, that the people offer him some home-baked

bread, even this is forbidden :

TTTDM rrnn bm bu? ns

" Bread baked by a private house-keeper is eternally for-

bidden
" The poor man, therefore, may starve. But the

inhumanity appears still more in the discussion of the question.

whether and when it is lawful to eat baker's bread. Ihe

rabbies are divided. Some allow it, because the rule is

sia bo? nan -irnn n^ '2 nasnno; la
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" He that has fasted three days may lawfully eat Gentile

bread, and as in many places of our captivity there w no

Israelite baker, this case is considered parallel to that ol mm
who has fasted three days. But there are others who say that

it is unlawful, unless he has fasted three days, in the strictest

sense of the word." (Ibid.) One would think that, m a case

of doubt, men that had the fear of God would naturally incline

to the side of mercy ;
but here we find teachers of religion

forbidding what God" has allowed, unless the victim of poverty

has first endured the torment of starvation for three days ; and

in one case actually determining that a fellow-creature shall d
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of hunger, rather than suffer their unauthorized traditions to be

broken. If a Gentile Government should seize on a number of

unfortunate Israelites guilty of no crime, and shut them up in

a prison, and then leave them to die of starvation, what just

indignation would he excited! Every man would protest

against such wanton cruelty, and yet this is just what modern

Judaism has done. By forbidding Gentile meat, milk, cheese,

and bread, it has consigned hundreds to starvation. There are

at this moment numbers of individuals, if not families, pining

awav in want, whose wants could be relieved, if the oral law

did "not interpose its iron front, and pronounce starvation

lawful, and help from Gentiles unlawful; and yet their brethren,

who pride themselves upon their benevolence and humanity,

leave them to perish, and suffer the system to remain that it

mav be a curse to coming generations. It is truly astonishing

to see the indifference of those who pride themselves upon their

emancipation from superstition, and who themselves eat Gentile

bread, and milk, and cheese, and perhaps meat, without any

scruple. It is more astonishing still, how the nation at large

suffers itself to be deluded by men who do not agree amongst

themselves as to what the law really is. We saw above, that

the greatest of the rabbies, even the Gaons themselves, differ as

to the lawfulness of Gentile butter ; here we see that they

cannot aree as to the lawfulness of Gentile bakers bread.

How is it, then, that the Jews cannot see that their present

religion of the oral law is altogether one of uncertainty and

that, therefore, there is no dependence upon it ? Here they eat

freely, even the strictest, of Gentile bread ; but yet, according

to some of their greatest men, they are thereby committing a

deadly sin. These wise men humanely say, that it is necessary

first to fast for three days. Now of what use is an oral law

that cannot even tell us certainly what sort of bread it is

unlawful to eat? The Rabbinist boast is, that the oral law

teaches them the true meaning of the written law, and thus

s'ives them from all doubtful disputation. But how can that be

true, when the oral law has not yet settled when it is lawful to

eat Gentile bread ? If the rabbies cannot agree on so simple a

matter, what trust can be placed in them in difficult questions?

The Jews cannot even tell, by the help of their religion,

whether they are not committing a sin, and leading their

children to commit a sin, when they give them a piece of

bread and butter. How, then, can
they

be satisfied with a

religion where the simplest concerns of life are still a matter

of doubt and disputation ; and especially where the poor are

made to suffer the greatest hardships, whilst, by keeping to

Moses and the prophets, they might find relief? But, above

all, how can they believe that a religion is divine, or its authors

good and pious men, when an innocent action, nay, the fui-
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filment of a natural duty, is punished with flogging ? There is

no punishment of which the oral law is so fond ;
and it would

be a curious and interesting employment to furnish a list of all

the offences to which it is annexed. Perhaps in nothing does

the Talmud differ more from the New Testament. The Ncw
Testament has not, in any one case, prescribed so cruel a

punishment. The Talmud and all its compendiums prescribe it

on the most trifling occasion. The maxim of the New Testa-

ment is that of the Old also,
" I will have mercy, not sacrifice."

Now, if the practice of mercy be more agreeable in the eyes of

God, than even those ceremonial rites which he himself ordained,

with what pleasure can he contemplate the religion of the oral

law, which punishes, even what God has allowed, with un-

measured cruelty? Aben Ezra supposed that this command,
" Not to seethe a kid in its mother's milk," was given in order

to prevent cruelty even to the brute creation ;
if this be true,

how does God regard the perversion of his mercy, which

pretends to keep this command, to spare the brute creation, by

dooming hundreds of mankind to starvation, and by flogging

those who endeavour to escape from their misery by eating

what, he has nowhere forbidden ? If God has compassion upon
the beasts that perish, what can he think of those teachers of

religion who talk with such composure of a fellow-creature's

fasting for three days before he may eat bread sold by a Gentile

baker, and who absolutely decide that it is his duty to die,

rather then partake of bread baked by a private individual who
is not a Jew ? We appeal to the good sense of every Israelite

to answer these questions. Is it not evident that the God of

mercy must view with indignation, those teachers who thus

misrepresent the nature of revealed religion, and who cause his

holy name to be blasphemed amongst the ignorant? But if

those men are guilty, a portion of their guilt rests upon all those

who aid and abet in upholding the system. There can be but

little excuse for those who have the Law and the Prophets in

their hands, and who therefore ought to know, that the cruelty

of the oral law is as contrary to the character of God, as light

is to darkness. And there is no excuse at all for those Israelites

who themselves despise these Rabbinical laws, and yet by their

silence and indifference leave their brethren still in misery.

They are answerable for all the dishonour done to God ;
for

all the misery inflicted upon man ;
and for all the contempt

heaped upon the wisdom of Israel.
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No. LIV.

GENTILE WINE.

THE Jews of the present day have got one religion the
Christians have got another. It is much to be desired that all

the sons of men should have the one true religion, but, as this
is not likely to be the case for some little time longer, it be-
comes those who differ to examine the nature and grounds of
their differences. Whatever Jews may think upon the subject,
Christians feel themselves bound to inquire whether they have
really erred so grievously as modern Judaism asserts. The
oral law brings no less a charge against them than this, That
they are guilty of idolatry, and therefore in a worse state than
even the Mahometans.

ibs 71:13 n-oy
rnn pi nsanu -irnni rrni&a mow
DHDI nn n^os nms onx-un buN i B'o

: ns3m -now
"As to those Gentiles who, like the Ishmaelites, are not

idolaters, their wine is unlawful to drink, but is lawful for

purposes of profit, as is taught by all the Gaons ; but Christians
are idolaters, and their wine, even such as has not been used
as wine of libation, is unlawful even for purposes of profit."

(Hilchoth Maakhaloth Asuroth, c. xi. 7-) These words are

very plain, and are confirmed by the practice of Rabbinists in

every part of the world, who abstain as carefully from the wine
belonging to Christians, as their forefathers would have done
from the idolatrous libation of the Canaanites. Jews, there-
fore cannot be astonished if we examine with care a religion
that brings against us so grave an accusation, and endeavour
to defend ourselves against the charge. We might ask them,
whether

they
behold in our churches any of the emblems of

idolatry. \A e might refer them to the ten commandments
written up in the most holy place of our sacred edifices. We
might quote from the New Testament many warnings against
idolatry as plain and as solemn as any to be found in the law
of Moses ; but there is a previous question to be considered,
and that is, What is the character of that system, which wit-
nesses against us ? Is it worthy of credit can its testimony
be depended upon ? If the oral law be

really
from God, and

if its teachers should appear as faithful depositories of Divine
truth, their testimony would have great weight. But if the
rabbies be detected as daring corrupters of Divine revelation,
and their religon be proved to be a perversion of the law of
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Moses, then this charge must fall to the ground as (unworthy of

all credit; and this is what we assert. We have already given

many reasons in support of this assertion, and now add some

more which we find in the laws about -pa T*
" wine of

libation," which laws appear to us to be not only unwarranted

additions, but unmerciful, uncharitable, and irrational.

We do not mean to deny that it is utterly unlawful to

partake of wine that has been consecrated to idols ;
on the

contrary, we would assert this as zealously as any Israelite.

Concerning things offered to idols, the New Testament says,

"The things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to

devils, and not to God: and I would not that ye should have

fellowship with devils. Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord,

and the cup of devils." (1 Cor. x. 20, 21.) Let not therefore

any Israelite think that we wish to defend what is contrary

both to the Old and New Testament, But though fully

convinced of the unlawfulness of drinking wine or anything else

consecrated to the service of idolatry, we confess that we cannot

see why it is unlawful to make use of wine not consecrated to

idolatry, simply because it belongs to, or has been touched by,

a Gentile ;
and yet this is the rabbinic law :

Kb is -para c
V isD nsara -nos C3^ nno tnpan sim -pana
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" Wine belonging to Gentiles, of which we do not know

whether it has been consecrated or not, and what is called

common Gentile wine, is unlawful even to make a profit of, just

like wine that has been consecrated ; and this is by the deer

of the scribes. Whosoever drinks so much as one quarter

measure of this common Gentile wine is to be flogged with

the flogging of rebellion. All wine also which a Gentile

touches is unlawful because he may have consecrated it, for the

thought of a Gentile is to idolatry. Hence thou hast learned,

that concerning wine belonging to an Israelite which a Gentile

has touched, the law is the same as in the case of common

Gentile wine, which is unlawful even to make a profit ot.

(Ibid 3, 4.) Now in this law we have first the unauthorized

additions of the rabbies. We have already granted, that wine,

and everything else, consecrated to the service ot idols

unlawful, but with this the rabbies are not content. They

forbid wine that was made by, or ever in the possession of, a
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GentQe, or even if a Gentile has touched it, and that not

only to drink it, but to make any use of it, or to sell it, or to

be in any -way employed about 'it, so as to make any profit

by it.

VOT nvnb oa^ aroa rraan
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" The wise men have been very strict with respect to the

common Gentile wine, and have pronounced its price to be un-

lawful, as that of wine which has been consecrated to idolatry ;

therefore, if a Gentile have an Israelite to labour with him, in

any thing concerning wine, his wages are unlawful. In like

manner, if he hire an ass, or a ship, to carry wine, the hire

thereof is unlawful : and if it be given to him in money, he is

to throw it into the salt sea. But if the hire be given him in

clothes, or vessels, or fruits, he is to burn them, and to bury their

ashes, that no profit may arise therefrom. But if an Israelite

has hired an ass to a Gentile to ride upon, and he lays upon it

bottles of wine, then the hire thereof is lawful." (Ibid., c. xiii.

15, &c.) For all this there is no authority whatever in the law

of Moses, it is a pure invention of the rabbies, who had but

little respect for the Divine law, and no consideration at all for

the necessities of man. It is evident that these additions must,

in many cases, become so many impediments in the way of earn-

ing a subsistence. The proprietor of a ship, or the owner of

cattle, is cut offfrom one source of employment and profit. Now,

even in the case of the rich, though they may feel it less, this

is an unjustifiable severity ;
but in the case of the poor, it

becomes a most cruel oppression. In the wine-countries, for

example, a poor Jew might perchance find employment with

some of the growers of that article; but the rabbies have

declared that honest industry, in a matter which God has

nowhere forbidden, is unlawful, and the fruits of it so abomi-

nable, as to be fit only for destruction. In this city, also,

many examples of the absurdity and cruelty of this law might
be found. Suppose that a Christian wine-merchant should

wish to employ some one or more of those numerous Israelites,

who are destitute of the means of earning a livelihood, and

should therefore offer him a situation, either in his cellar or



422 GENTILE WINE.

his counting-house, the rabbies say that he dare not accept of

it and that it is more pleasing in the sight ot God that tne

man should go about idle, and that his family should starve,

than that he should labour honestly, and do what God has

permitted. Who is there, except the rabbies themselves, who

does not see that such a decision is irrational, oppressive, and

unmerciful, not now to speak of its injustice to Christian

nations, by classing them with the idolaters ot Canaan.' .But

take another case, suppose that some Christian, finding a

Jewish family in deep distress, some of the members perhaps

recovering from sickness, to whom a little wine might be

beneficial, gives them a bottle of wine, What are they to do

with it? May they make use of it to strengthen their

exhausted frames? 'The rabbies answer, No. May they sell

it and with the money purchase food, or some other necessary

of life ? The rabbies answer, No. What then are they to do

-with it ? The rabbies answer, Destroy it ; destroy what would

recruit your fainting bodies what would purchase bread for

your starving children destroy what might perhaps save your

life simply because we have forbidden it; and it is more

important that our unauthorized laws should be preserved

inviolate, than that you should be comforted or strengthened

or relieved in your misery. This is the mercy of Judaism.

But we have not done yet. Suppose that the mother of the

family should begin to reason, and say, This wine would

preserve my poor child's life ; a little of it would strengthen

me and enable me to tend the sick bed with more alacrity ;

God has nowhere forbidden it. She accordingly administers

to her child, and partakes herself, when some rabbinic zealot

enters and perceives what she has done. Now suppose that

the ministers of the oral law had the liberty to follow out all

its enactments, what would be the consequence? The poor

woman would be summoned before a -pi mi, a tribunal ;
the

oral law would be opened, and her sentence be, The flogging

of rebellion, as we have cited above. Is this merciful, is it

iust, is it rational? Is there anything like it in the New

Testament, or in the religion of Jesus of Nazareth ?

law says that we are idolaters, but is it worthy of credit .

Can any reasonable man place confidence in the teaching of

those who are so senseless as to forbid a perishing fellow-crea-

ture to make use of proffered relief, and so merciless as to flog

him with the flogging of rebellion, if he regards God's per-

mission more than their prohibition? But it is not only ab-

surdity and cruelty, which here are to be noticed, there is also

a certain measure of that cleverness which we have remarked

on former occasions, which provides for the transgression ot the

law and the retaining of the merit of keeping it. The above

extract says,
" If an Israelite has hired an ass to a Gentile to
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ride upon, and he lays upon it bottles of wine, then the hire

thereof is lawful ;" and on this principle the owner of a ship

or a wagon may let either generally for the transport of

merchandize, and provided the word wine is not mentioned, the

Gentile may transport his wine, and the Jew lawfully receive

and use his money, though if the word wine had been men-

tioned, the money would have been so unlawful, that it ought

not even be given to relieve the wants of the poor, but thrown

into the salt sea. Here the rabbies betray their own insince-

rity, and their unbelief in their own enactments, by their deter-

mination to evade their severity, whenever it interfered with

their own interests. But even if there were no cruelty, no

contempt for the law of God, and no evasion, the effect of

multiplying such observances is to lead away the mind from

the weightier matters of religion. The ignorant think, even

whilst they are violating the ten commandments, that, if they

abstain from Gentile wine, they are fulfilling a most merito-

rious duty, and making compensation for their other trans-

gressions. Indeed the rabbies themselves are not free from

this effect, if we may judge by the following passage :

-irno r>n ^WIOP ^ m^DBa rria

ntzr nan ba ran shn mbfc

"asn TDK rrbaa rroobw na"
: nrwtn

" If a Gentile harlot be at an entertainment of Israelites,

the wine is lawful, for their fear is upon her, so that she

would not touch it. But if an Israelite harlot be at an

entertainment of Gentiles, her wine that is before her in

her own vessel is unlawful, because they may touch i

without her knowledge." (Ibid., c. xii. 26.) Now if men

or women are so wicked as to be found in such circum-

stances, in the open disregard of God's law, is it not

deceiving them to tell them, or to lead them to suppose,

that there can be any merit in any mere ceremonial ob-

servance, even though 'it should have been ordained by God

himself: and is it not straining at a gnat and swallowing

a camel, to forbid a poor perishing Jew to taste wine

touched bv a Gentile, and to allow it to those who are

feasting with a harlot ? Perhaps some one will reply that

it is on account of the idolatry of the Gentile; but we

have seen in the first extract given in this paper, that

wine be touched even by a Gentile who is not an idolater,

it is unlawful for a Jew to drink it ;
so that to be a Gentile

at all is in the eyes of the rabbies a greater degradation

and of more contaminating influence, than to be guilty of

gross immorality. Now we appeal to the good sense <
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every Israelite, whether this is not to exalt vice, and to

degrade humanity ? God chose a people to himself, Israel

is that people ;
we honour them as such : but, is that any

reason why Israel should trample upon the ties of our

common humanity, and look upon the touch even of a

Gentile who fears God, as so defiling that it makes wine

unfit for the use of a Jew ? How are peace and
charity

ever to prevail between Jews and Gentiles, so long as this

is looked upon as religion ? Yea, and how is true religion
and true fear of God ever to prevail amongst the mass of

the Jewish community, so long as they are taught that Is-

raelites guilty of immorality are more holy than a 'Gentile

who fears God, and that sin is not so dreadful as uncircum-

cision ? The object of such commands was plainly to prevent
all social and friendly intercourse between Jews and Gentiles

under any circumstances, and to build up an eternal wall

of separation between them. This is very different from

that national and official distinction instituted by God him-

self. The object of God's choice was not to put an end

to the practice of love and charity between the Jews and

all the other nations of the earth, "but to cement the bonds

of affection,* He made Israel the depository of his oracles,

that they might communicate the truth to other nations,

and that thus the nations should feel gratitude for the

benefit conferred, and the Israelites feel that affection for

the nations, which a teacher naturally feels for those who,

by his instrumentality, have forsaken error and embraced

the truth. The oral law prevents the fulfilment of the

Divine law, and cuts asunder also these ties of amity and

peace. It makes it impossible for Israel to communicate

any blessing, and for the Gentiles to receive any blessing
at their hands, and goes far towards throwing suspicion on

the Divine law. If there were no other medium of com-

munication, than the rabbies, between the Divine law and
the world, the worship of Jupiter and Bacchus and all the

other heathen deities would still prevail. How could the

nations ever have been converted by those who taught them,
in the first place, that God is such a respecter of persons,
as to think immorality in a Jew less contaminating than

the mere external touch of a pious Gentile ? Reason re-

volts at such profane absurdity, and therefore if God had
had no better messengers and representatives of his truth,

idolatry would still continue. Some may reply, idolatry
does still continue, such at least is the sentence of the oral

law, and, though grieved that any should be so blind as

to bring such a charge against Christianity, we are by no

means angry or offended at it. If the Jews still believe in

their own religion, and therefore think that Christians are
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idolaters, it is their boundcn duty to say so. But then we

ask in reply, if Christianity he idolatry, how is it that its

doctrine is more pure, more merciful, more chantable, and

more rational than that of the oral law ? Christianity has

no ceremonial laws to be observed by those who feast to-

gether with harlots Christianity nowhere sentences the poor

to flossing, because they partake of what God allows

Christianity nowhere represents God as an unjust and

impartial iudge, who looks not at moral good and evil, but

at a man's nation. Christianity teaches that true religion is

that of the heart that at the day of
judgment

merciless-

ness will obtain no mercy, and that God is the God ot

spirits of all flesh. Let then the lovers of the oral law

account for this fact, that Christianity, which they call

idolatry, teaches a doctrine that glorifies
God and benefits

all men; whilst Judaism, which they say is the truth,

teaches a doctrine dishonouring to God, oppressive to the

Jews, and degrading to all other nations. Some Jews wiU

reply, that Christians are not idolaters ;
then we ask such

persons how they can pretend to profess Judaism, which has

asserted the contrary for so many centimes, and also acted

upon this principle, prohibiting all intercourse, as much as

Moses did in the land of Canaan? Either Christianity is

idolatry, or Judaism is false ;
there is no alternative, t

Jew, therefore, who asserts that Christians are not idolaters,

pronounces of Judaism that it is false. Let all such persons

then deal honestly, let them renounce what they do n

believe; and let them denounce to their brethren what

they think it necessary to disavow before Christians. Iney

are bound to do this, not only to renounce the injustice
with

which the oral law treats Christians, but to take away the

CLH1LU1 lllllii J I 4- A.

place in this country. Then poor Jews may accept

Christian bounty, and the offices of kindliness and charity

may be practised between Jew and Christian. Those Jews

therefore who profess to believe that Christians are not

idolaters, are bound, by their obligations both to Jews and

Christians, to protest against the oral law, and publicly t

disavow all belief in it. So long as they do not make such

i public disavowal, their professions of love and cha

and respect for the religion of Christians must be looked

upon as hollow and insincere. So long as they mak

such professions, contrary to the oral law,
j
and yet.

regue
nt

the worship of the synagogue, which asserts the divinity of

the oral law, they must be regarded either as persons

have motives for professing what they do not feel, or *ho
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want moral courage to renounce what they disapprove.
These remarks apply particularly to those Israelites who
have practically forsaken Judaism, who associate with Chris-

tians, eat Gentile food, and drink Gentile wine, and some of

whom perhaps even deal in it as an article of merchandize.
Such persons, though Israelites by nation, are not Jews by
religion, at least according to that sense in which the word
Jew has been used both by Israel and Gentile nations for

the last two thousand years. Such persons cannot pretend
to be professors of the Jewish persuasion. Any one who
is in the habit of drinking Gentile wine has practically
forsaken Judaism, just as much as if he had assumed the

turban and professed himself a Mahometan. It becomes
such persons especially to make a stand against the oral

law, and to declare publicly what their religion is, and
whether they have any fixed principles at all. They
cannot be regarded as Christians, for they have not been

baptized ; they cannot say that they are Jews, for they
have forsaken Judaism ; they cannot assert that they have
the religion of Moses, for unless that religion be found

amongst Christians, it does not exist. There is no body
of religionists to be found in this country who profess them-
selves Mosaists. In the synagogue the oral law is pro-

fessed; in the Church Christianity is professed; but where is

the place of worship frequented by those who have forsaken

Judaism without embracing Christianity ? Such persons

appear in a light that is not at all advantageous to

their principles. In private they profess to abhor the in-

tolerance of the oral law, they violate its precepts, and yet
on the occasion of the great Jewish fasts and festivals they
are to be seen in the synagogue joining in the worship,
and observing the rites of the oral law. What then are

we to believe concerning such persons ? Are they indiffe-

rentists, who have no religion at all ? or are they secret

admirers of the oral law, who, for worldly purposes, deny it

when occasion suits, and conform to it when the conscience

is uneasy ? We are far from pronouncing them either one

or the other, but simply propose these questions for their

own consideration, remind them of the equivocal light in

which they appear, and would give them advice similar to

that of Elijah to their forefathers. If the oral law be true

religion, profess and practise it. If the oral law be erro-

neous, superstitious, and uncharitable, renounce it openly and

honestly.
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No. LV.

MOURNING FOR THE DEAD.

MODERN Judaism, or the religion of the Jews, as it is

professed by the majority of the nation scattered through

the world, confessedly consists of two parts. Ihe nrst is

composed of those laws which are rmnn p, * which

are either really found in the written law, or are supposed

to be based upon some passage of it. The second, of those

laws which are tmSTOn ^TB "of the words of the

scribes," and which are, therefore, mere human institutions.

Concerning those that were given by God, we readily grant

that they can be changed or abrogated only by God himself.

But respecting the latter, both reason and Scripture concur

in assuring us, that what human authority has ordained, a

similar human authority may also abrogate. We grant that

so Ions as the Jewish polity remained, and the scribes were

magistrates, their ordinances, so far as they were not contrary

to the Word of God, were binding upon the Jews : but even

then those ordinances were not immutable. They might nave

been repealed by the scribes and magistrates who succeeded

them. And even then, whenever they stood in opposition

to the Word of God, it was the bounden duty of the Jews

to refuse obedience. For what reason then do the Jews of

the present day still pay the same homage to the words oi

the scribes that they do" to the Word of God?. The scribes

are not now the civil magistrates
of the countries(where the

Jews reside; their words, therefore, carry with them no

authority whatever. The Jews are now in diiferent cir-

cumstances-are subject to other magistrates and lawgivers.

The magisterial sanction, which the words of the scribes

had before the dispersion, has long since been lost ;
but Uod

nowhere commands the Jews in England
to obey laws made

bv the civil magistrates of Palestine two thousand years

ajo There is not a shadow of obligation remaining ; and

therefore the Jews of the present day have a full right to

examine into their tendency and effects, and if they should

be found injurious or unsuitable to present circumstances, tc

reject them. If the words of the scribes be not obligatory

bv virtue of Divine authority, the only imaginable reason

observin" them is the supposition that they are conducive

to the welfare and happiness of Israel, but if it can be shown

that this supposition is false, then both reason and reiigio

would suggest the wisdom of rejecting them,

already shown of several such laws that they are alike

noxious to man and dishonouring to God, and think now

3 B
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to exhibit a similar result with regard to the laws concerning

mourners for the dead. Of many of these it is confessed

that they are not of God, but simply ordinances of the

scribes : thus, of the command to mourn seven days, it is

acknowledged, that it is not to be found in the law:

ova ^ rrnnn
aw rrrnpn avi nrvnn nv

: min TH ir

" The only mourning commanded in the law is that on the

first day, which is the day of the death and of the burial.

But that of the rest of the seven days is not an ordinance

of the law." (Hilchoth Avel., c. i. 1.) And thus with re-

gard to the various things from which the mourner is to

abstain during those seven days, it is acknowledged ex-

pressly that the command is altogether an ordinance ot

the scribes :

oi-a im TIDS bswna? srnmn ibs

TD nrp-n-ra a*^ -isoni n-nnn
ns b^abi iniaa ttfatsbi -pD'n jprnbi

ns niptVi rrnn ^-mn nnpbi rosbn marobi

: bsn c-ibu? bist^bi iiown ns 371-iobT

" These are the things which the mourner is prohibited from

doing, according to the law, on the first day, but according

to the words of the scribes on the remaining days shaving,

washing the clothes, bathing, anointing, duty of marriage,

putting on shoes, working, reading in the words of the law,

elevating the chair, uncovering the head, asking alter the

peace of any one." (Ibid,, c. v.) As therefore the rabbies

themselves do not pretend that abstinence from these things

during those days of mourning is required in the law ;
and it

is further a matter of fact, that this abstinence is not inculcated

by the laws of the land, it naturally becomes a question, Why
then do the Jews now observe these rites ? Are they conducive

to the happiness and welfare of Israel ? We might doubt re-

specting several of them, but one is so obviously oppressive to

the poor as to be almost beyond controversy ;
we mean the

prohibition to work during the seven days' mourning. We
do not mean to deny, that when death enters a family, it is a

providential call to humiliation and serious reflection, and that

therefore those who can should withdraw for a while from

their cvery-day occupation, and seek by prayer and penitence

to have the aflSiction turned into a blessing. But to require

of those who have not food for themselves or their families to

embitter their cup of sorrow by adding the pangs of hunger, is
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to act the part of an inconsiderate and merciless tyrant, and
this is what the oral law does. It says

rv<273n -TIDS a^aitwnn && nuhw ba
r npT^n ?n oa-isnnn m? rrn iVBM

: lira -pm rroasa nans rrn DN
" All the first three days it is unlawful to work, even though

the man should be so poor as to live on alms. But after that,

if he be poor, he may work privately in his own house." Thus,

all those whose business lies out of doors, and who are obliged
to wander about in order to get a livelihood, are completely cut

off from the possibility of supplying the wants of their family.

The law was evidently made under very different circumstances

from those in which the Jewish people are now found.
^It

presupposes that every one has got some trade or occupation

whereby he can earn his bread at home, but this is not the

case at present. A large proportion of the people, in every

part of the world, now get a living by frequenting the public

resorts of men : to forbid these, then, from going forth to their

work, is equivalent to forbidding them to eat during seven

days. Why then should Israel be bound by these laws, which

even, according to the confession of the rabbies, have no Divine

authority, and are now only oppressive to the poor ?

But it is not merely of inconsideration for the poor that the

oral law is guilty : we have more than once remarked the

proud contempt with which it treats the poor and the un-

learned, and are sorry to find it even in the laws concerning

the last sad offices to humanity :

n*rra *yo ra an& -TO

nsn i >atn v^sra -p -insi

" If there be two persons dead in a city at once, he that died

first, is first to be carried forth to burial, and then the second.

But if one of them be a wise man, and the other the disciple of

a wise man, the wise man is to have the precedency. If one

be the disciple of a wise man and the other an unlearned one

(amhaaretz), the disciple of the wise man is to be carried forth

first." (Joreh Deah, 354.) We do not here object to the

practical result, but to the spirit of the law. God has ordained

different ranks and grades of society, and wills, therefore, that

honour should be given to whom honour is due, and the

common course of the world brings men and things to their

level. But the doctors of the oral law were determined not

to leave their posthumous honour to the natural course of

events, but whilst they lived, took the matter into their own

hands, and decreed that the honour paid them in life should
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also be rendered to their poor bodies after death ;
and that no

plebeian or unlearned person should take precedency, even in

the last sad memento of human frailty. After death there is

but little difference between the learned and the unlearned,

and the real difference is made, not by their previous learning

or ignorance, but by their moral worth. An unlearned man

may be, and often is, far more beloved by man, and far more

pleasing in the sight of God, than the most learned, and there-

fore, when death has destroyed the imaginary distinctions of

time, if religion makes any difference between the dead, it

surely ought to make it according to that estimate, which is

eternal. But the religion of the oral law cannot forget worldly

distinction, even in the solemn moment of death, and therefore

commands, that as the unlearned man, no matter what his

moral worth may have been, has been despised in his life, he

should still bear the marks of dishonour even in his death and

burial. But the homage which the oral law pays to wealth and

mere worldly distinction, is still more apparent in its com-

mands respecting the measure of lamentation to be dealt out

to the deceased. It says, on this subject

trB3n ^2 > n^asn ^33
ran?

" The sons of the rich are to be regarded as the sons of the

wise men ;
and the sons of the wise men as the sons of kings,

with regard to praising their deeds." (Ibid., 344.) Here there

is no concealment. The learned makers of the oral law choose

to have their children honoured with the honours of royalty,

and show that, however highly they might prize their learning,

they had a due estimate of the value of wealth ;
and that how-

ever they might despise the unlearned, their contempt might

be moderated, if the object of it was only rich. In the world

we are not astonished at the inordinate homage paid to wealth,

but when the teachers of religion bow down before the golden

idol, and assign to mere wealth an honour which they refuse to

the piety and moral worth of the poor, we cannot help doubting

the purity of their professed principles, and questioning the

truth of their religious system. The main object of religion

should be to raise men above the delusive appearances of this

present world to teach men to look beyond the distinctions of

rank, and wealth, and learning, to that eternal distinction which

the righteous Judge will make according to man's deeds. And

if there be one season more than another where religion ought

to disregard the principles and customs of the world, it is with

respect to the hour of death and burial. But here the oral law

still maintains its love for wealth and worldly distinction, and

its haughty contempt for ignorance, -poverty, and humbleness
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of station. If any additional proof is still necessary, it is found

in the forms prescribed on the death of slaves :

rsi rrnan irr'bs vrais r
sbw n"bas 'Dinari wbi D^aw na-o

enpon rrarc morn ma? bs tnsb

:Ve innsan -nay bs -row 13

In the case of male and female slaves, the people are not to

stand in a row, nor to say the benediction of the mourners, nor

the consolations of the mourners; but, as one says, to a man

whose ox or ass is dead, God replace your loss, so one v.to
^say,

in the case of a male or female slave who has died. (Ibid., 877.J

Volumes could not so clearly set forth the genius of Judaism,

and the spirit of its authors, as this one short law- exhibit

the founders of Judaism, not only as void of all true religious

sentiment, but absolutely dead to all the natural feelings of

humanity. If mourners of any description require sympathy

and respect, surely they are the mourning family of a slave, for,

excepting crime, there" is not anything that can aggravate the

bitternes! of death more than slavery. Here religion should

pour in its oil and wine, and as it alleviated the miseries of life

diminish from the pangs of death. At such an hour, rehgum

should assert the liberty of the soul, and remind the children

of pride, that in the life after death the distinction of master

and slave is unknown ; that there eternal and spiritual hberty

awaits all the children of God, whatever their outward con-

dition here. At such an hour, religion should^f^^
SE survivors with the hope, that there is another and better

state of existence, where the slave and the freeman are equally

regarded, and dealt with according to one eternal rule of justice.

B?t the religion of the oral law, on the contrary, carries the de-

gradation of slavery even down to the $rave,
and helps it to

SrvrVeThe period of bondage. It ordains that the usual reh-

Sus rites should not be observed, and places the skve on the

ie level with the brute that perisheth.
It prescribes

no con-

Son for the slave's afflicted family but ordains that h

master should receive the same words of comfort, as if he had

an ox or ass. The death of the slave is looked upon as

noUiTii^t b only for the slave-owner's loss that the oral law

rafSI'considenftion.
The fact of his having been a human

SU an inheriter of God's image, and an heir of
everlasting

lift is entirely overlooked by the rabbies. He was a slave, and

^ey tMntthcrefore, that as he was treated like a beast whilst

heW? he may be buried like a beast now that he is dead.

IfS slaves had been Gentiles, it would not have been sur-

the oral law should treat them with such h

But we must remember that all such slaves were
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compelled to become proselytes to Judaism. They were, there-

fore, co-religionists with their masters
; but even this could not

procure them the respect due to human beings. Because the

providence of God had made them slaves, the oral law endea-
voured to turn them into beasts. We are sure that many Jews
of the present day will revolt with horror from such a doctrine ;

and acknowledge that it is a libel upon religion. They will be

ready to confess, that the poor slave is a fellow-creature, and an
expectant of life eternal ; but let such persons stop to consider
whence they have derived these sentiments, so much more just,
more merciful, and more worthy of religion, than those ex-

pressed in the oral law. That they have not derived them from
Judaism is clear. May they not, then, be indebted for them to
the influence and atmosphere of Christianity in which they
live? Certain it is, that the New Testament contains very
different principles, respecting the treatment of slaves, from
those which we have discovered in the oral law. But, further,
would it not be well for those who disapprove these rabbinic

principles, to ask themselves why they profess the rabbinic

religion ? If it be true that a slave is something better than
an ox or an ass, Judaism, which classes them altogether, must
be false : and the men who made such laws, must be confessed
to be very unfit teachers of religion. Nay more, Judaism must
be acknowledged as a religion most unfit to promote the hap-
piness of the human race. If Judaism should prevail again,
and, as its advocates expect, prevail universally, slavery would
also prevail in the same degree: slaves would again be com-
pelled to become proselytes, and again be treated as beasts.
Such is the great consummation, the regeneration that Judaism
promises the world. We therefore ask every Jewish reader,
Whether he can pray for such a state of things, and whether he
wishes to be thus enabled to degrade and trample upon his
fellow-sinners ? If he does not, there must be something wrong
in the religious system which he professes and if he only de-
tects this one error, or acknowledges only this one falsehood

respecting the classification of slaves with oxen and asses, it is

sufficient to shake the whole rabbinic fabric : and if he has any
concern for the honour of the Jewish nation, he will endeavour
to deliver them from such a foul imputation upon their mercy
and their humanity.
But there is one point more in these laws respecting mourn-

ers, which it is necessary to notice. The oral law forbids the

mourner, as we have seen above, to read in the words of the
law for seven days :

TIDNI i n^mroi c^nai rrnra nnpb TIDS
: nvrasi rnsbn nobn rouran
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" The mourner is forbidden to read in the law, the prophets,

and the Hagiographa: it is also forbidden to study in the

Mishna, Talmud, Constitutions, and Agadoth." That a mourner

would have no great loss in not being allowed to study in

the oral law, we can readily believe ; but why should he be

prohibited from going to the great fountain of consolation the

revealed Word of God ? If there be one season of life more fit

than another for studying the Word of God, surely it is when
death has entered a family, and reminded all its inmates that

the wages of sin is death. If a husband or wife be left to

mourn over the bereavement of a beloved partner, what conso-

lation can be equal to that which they find in God's promise of

a world where there is neither sorrow nor death, and where

those who meet shall never part again ? If children be left to

mourn over the removal of their parents, whither should they
flee for consolation rather than to that Word which tells them

of him who is the father of the fatherless ? Every reasonable

person will think also that, when the heart is softened by the

paternal chastisement, then is a peculiarly appropriate season

for learning his precepts and taking heed to his exhortations

and yet the oral law, with a sort of most perverse ingenuity,

has just selected that period of human life, in which the conso-

lations of God's Word are most necessary and its instruction

likely to be of most use, to forbid the reading of it altogether.

And here, the rabbies have not scrupled to set aside the plain

command of God. God says of his law,
" Thou shalt meditate

therein day and night ;" and makes no exception for the seven

days of mourning for the dead. In describing the character of

the righteous he says,
" His delight is in the law of the Lord,

and in his law doth he meditate day and night ;" and pronounces

a blessing upon such a character. But the rabbies, in contempt

both of the command and of the promised blessing, forbid the

already afflicted mourner to obey the command ana to seek the

blessing. Even when the scribes and rabbies were in the ple-

nitude of their power as civil magistrates in the land of Israel,

obedience to such a command would have been unlawful, as

implying disobedience to the command of God. The law of God

and the law of man are here plainly in collision ; the former

commanding Israel to study in his law day and night ; the latter

prohibiting all study for the seven days of the mourning ; but

whenever these two authorities are opposed, no rational being

can doubt that it is Israel's duty
to obey God rather than man.

But, in the present day, when the oral law is not the law of the

land, when, therefore, the ordinances of the scribes have no

authority whatever, it is impossible to conceive why Israel

should obey this prohibition, unless they wish, by some public

act, to exhibit their determination to transgress the laws of God.

Every one who abstains from the study of God's Word for seven
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days, plainly disobeys the Divine command as given by Moses
and the prophets ;

how then can the Jews of the present day
deceive themselves by supposing that they have the religion of

Moses? The main difference between Heathenism and the

religion of Moses is, that the latter gives a revelation of God's

will to guide us in difficulty and to comfort us in affliction.

The main difference between a Heathen and a Jewish mourner

ought to be, that the Jew flees for consolation to God and his

Word, whilst the Heathen indulges in sorrow as those that

have no hope. The oral law, however, breaks down with this

distinction, and reduces the Jew to the level of the Heathen, by
robbing him in his hour of need of God's promises, and com-

manding him to abstain for seven days from all study of God's

Word. These laws respecting mourning, then, as being oppres-
sive to the poor, insulting to the unlearned, degrading to hu-

manity, and contrary to the express precepts of the Divine

law, have no intrinsic merit to commend them to Israel, and
no claim upon their obedience.

No. LVL

DISPENSATION FROM AN OATH.

A RELIGION which is plainly contrary to any of the Divine

attributes, must necessarily be false. For instance, God is a

holy God : a religion, therefore, which would promote unholi-

uess could not have the Holy One of Israel for its author.

God is also a merciful and a just God : a religion, therefore,

which is characterized by cruelty or injustice, cannot proceed
from him

;
and for this reason, amongst others, we believe that

the religion of the oral law cannot be that true religion which
God gave to Moses and the prophets. The oral law is most

unjust in its laws respecting Gentiles, slaves, and unlearned

men, and most unmerciful in very many of its enactments.

But if there be one attribute more than another, which is

distinctive of the true God, it is truth. In the prophecies of

Jeremiah, He is even identified with truth, as it is said :

: n n"nbN m
"The Lord God is Truth." (Jer. x. 10.) And in that pre-

diction, which he put into the mouth of Balaam, he says, that

it is by this attribute that he is distinguished from the sons of
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men " God is not a man that he should lie ;
neither the son

of man that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not

do it or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good/

(Numbers xxiii. 19.) Men may be wicked enough to promise

what they do not intend to perform, or after promising, may

change their mind, and refuse to fulfil their engagements ;
but

God is too holy to deceive wilfully, or to alter what has pro-

ceeded out of his mouth. A religion, therefore, which in any

wise tends to lessen our reverence for truth, or encourages

men to alter a solemn engagement, or, what is still worse,

teaches how to absolve from oaths, cannot proceed from the

God of truth; and this is what the oral law does in certain

cases We do not mean to accuse it of teaching, as the reli-

gion of Rome does, that dispensation may be had from every

kind of oath. On the contrary, the rabbies assume the power

of dispensation only in the case of VKJQ m^OU?, "rash

oaths ;

" but we mean to assert, that even that assumption is

contrary to the Word of God, and injurious to the cause ot

truth and, therefore, sufficient to overthrow the credit ot the

oral law as a religion given by God. The doctrine itself is as

follows :
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If anv man swear a rash oath, and afterwards repent of it,

because he sees that if he keep this oath it will cause him grief ,

andTerefore changes his mind ;
or if something should occur

to him which was not in his mind at the time when he swore,

1 he repent on that account; behold, a person, in such

circumstances, is to ask one wise man (rabbi),
or three com-

mon men in any place where there is not a wise man, and they

absolve him from his oath ;
and then it will be lawful to do a

thin? which he had swom not to do, or to leave undoi

SI which he had sworn to do: and this is what is called

U 2
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absolution from oaths. This matter has no foundation what-
ever in the written law, but it has been learned from Moses,
our master, by oral tradition, that the Scripture,

' He shall not

profane his word,' (Numbers xxx. 3, in the English Bible 2,)

means, that a man shall not himself profane his word in a way
of levity and with a contemptuous mind, according as it is

written,
' Neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God '

(Levit. xix. 12) ;
but if a man repent and change his mind, a

wise man is to absolve him." (Hilchoth Sh'vuoth, c. vi. 1, 2.)
Here it is plainly taught, that if a man has reason to fear any
personal inconvenience, or even if he changes his mind, he

may escape from the most solemn obligation that can be laid

upon the consciences of men
;
and that, after appealing to God

in confirmation of his declaration to do or to leave undone
some particular action, one or more of his fellow-sinners can
remit his duty to his Creator, and give him a license to do the

very contrary of that which he had promised before and unto

God, that he would do. Now let every Israelite reader first

consult his own reason, and reflect whether this doctrine is

agreeable to the character of God, as set forth in the Scripture.
The God of the Bible is a God of eternal and immutable truth.

One of his peculiar characteristics, that he keepeth covenant and

mercy. A man, therefore, who breaks his word, and still more

so, a man who breaks an oath, is unlike God. Is it probable,

then, that God would give a religion with a special provision
for making men unlike himself? Again, God is a God of

knowledge, and therefore knows that the children of men are

in a great degree the children of habit ; he knows also that

by habit the evil propensities are strengthened, and that there

is in men a strong propensity to shrink from their word, if it

cause any trouble or damage : is it likely, then, that God would

give a law directly tending to strengthen that evil propensity

by forming a habit of breaking one's word, even under the

solemn circumstances of an oath ? Reason decides that such a

law cannot proceed from the God of Israel. Has it then any
support in the written Word of God ? It would be strange,

indeed, if the Word of God should contain anything contrary
to reason. As revealing the nature of Him who is incompre-
hensible, it may contain things above our reason : but that in

giving laws for man it should give him license to do what his

reason tells him is directly opposed to the character of God, is

altogether incredible. The rabbies, themselves, however, do

not endeavour to
justify

the doctrine by a reference to Scrip-
ture. They say

in plain terms,
" This matter has no founda-

tion whatever in the written law" and thus acknowledge that

it is altogether a matter of tradition, the argument against it,

therefore, becomes doubly strong. Every one knows, that a

story loses nothing by passing through many mouths, but that
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in the course of its progress it gets so many additions, and

undergoes so many changes as at last to be scarcely recognis-

able This circumstance makes all oral tradition uncertain

and unsatisfactory, but is particularly suspicious when it ap-

pears, not only opposed to the Scripture character of God, but

also favourable to the evil propensities
of man. If it had

exacted a more scrupulous regard to truth and a willing

submission to hardship and inconvenience for the sake of

truth, then, as opposing the principles of self-mterest, it would

have been less suspicious ;
but when it actually tells men that

to do what may save them from worldly trouble or personal

disadvantage is a Divine institution, one cannot help suspect-

in- that it is an invention of men, who found it convenient

occasionally to escape from the obligation of an oath But

after all, the great arbiter must be the written Word of God.

The rabbies say, That it has been learned from Moses by oral

tradition, that the words,
" He shall not profane his word,

mean that a man shall not himself profane his word in a way

of levity, but that he shall go to a wise man and get absolu-

tion
;
let us then read the whole verse from which those words

are taken :

-OH -nosb nv-arc rnin ttf rb -na
ITT;

"3 ^
: nipir V2ia wsvn b33 vm brr b 12722 7s

" If a man vow a vow unto the Lord, or swear an oath to

bind his soul with a bond, he shall not break his word, he

shall do according to all that proceedcth out of his mouth."

Now let any man of common sense and honesty say,

whether if it had been God's intention to forbid all abso-

lution from oaths, He could have employed words more to

the purpose than these; or whether the plain simple gram-

matical meaning is not directly opposed to the rabbinic doc-

trine? God savs, If a man swear, he shall not profane his

word! The rabbies say, he may profane his word. To prevent

all mistake, God further adds,
" He shall do according to all

that proceeds out of his mouth." The rabbies say, he need

not do what proceeds out of his mouth ;
and yet they have

the face to tell us, that their doctrine is from Moses, and is

the traditional interpretation of words which signify the very

reverse of what they say. It is only wonderful that they

should have referred to this verse at all, and the fact can only

be accounted for by the supposition that this verse was too

plain to be got overj and therefore they thought it best to take

the bull by the horns, by selecting this very verse as the basis

of their interpretation, 'that this verse in its grammatical con-

struction is directly opposed to the oral law no one can doubt,

for it forbids what the rabbies allow, and commands what the

rabbies forbid. But the opposition is not found in this verse
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only- The other verse to which the rahbies also allude is equally

plain against it. The words,
" Ye shall not swear by my name

falsely, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God. I am
the LORD," plainly forbid that absolution from oaths which the

rabbies teach not only as lawful, but as of Divine authority.

We know that the rabbies make a distinction between nVQtP
-ipttf

a false oath and a -nEQ n2"Ott7 rash oath ;
but the dis-

tinction, as made by them is unfounded. A rash oath, according
to their doctrine, is an oath concerning something which it is

possible and lawful for a man to do or to leave undone ;
for as

soon as it interferes with the fulfilment of a Divine command,
it belongs to that class of oaths which they call S127 mS'OtP
vain oaths. If, therefore, a man swears to do what is both law-

ful and possible for him to do, and afterwards draws back and

does it not, what man in his senses can doubt, that that indivi-

dual, no matter what the pretext for not keeping the oath, is

guilty of having sworn falsely ? What is it to swear falsely, if

voluntarily to refuse to do what a man had previously sworn to

do, constitute not that sin ? A sinful falsehood is a wilful depar-

ture from truth ;
here there is that wilful departure : who, then,

will dare to affirm, that such conduct is not contrary to the ex-

press command of God ? Rabbinists sometimes say, that though
the oral law sometimes commands more than is commanded in

the Scriptures, it never allows what God has forbidden ;
but

here we have a plain example of the contrary. Here the oral

law allows false swearing, which God has positively forbidden.

The doctrine of absolution from oaths teaches men to transgress

three n2727D sb m21D negative precepts. The man who
swears to do anything and then does it not, because he has got

absolution, violates, first, the negative precept,
" He shall not pro-

fane his word ;" he violates, secondly, the negative precept, "Ye
shall not swear by my name

falsely ;" and, lastly, he violates a

negative precept more important than either of the others ; and

that is, "Neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God."

Any man, pretending to religion, who should act upon these

principles, first swear and then obtain absolution from his oath,

would expose his religion to the contempt and indignation of all

honest men, and thereby do all that in him lies to profane the

name of his God. Let, tnen, every Israelite who thinks that the

negative precepts are more important than the affirmative, re-

member, that in this one instance the oral law teaches him to

violate three such precepts ; and let him reflect further, that the

upholding such a law as this is to profane the name of the God

of Israel before those who are ignorant of the Scripture.

But the rabbinical doctrine does not stop at prospective

absolution, it goes so far as to absolve from the guilt of

perjury actually committed :

npan Kanb ^ta. n3na ratwrc ^
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"If a man swear a rash oath concerning the future, but

lies in that which he has sworn, as, if he should swear not

to eat this bread, and afterwards should cat it ;
and it, alter

he has eaten it, before he brings his sacrifice, in case he did

it ignorantly, or before he is flogged, in case he did it pre-

sumptuously-he repent and ask a wise man, and he absolve

him behold such an one is exempt from the sacrifice or from

the flogging : and not only so, but if they had actually bound

him m orSer to flog him, and he ask a wise man, and he

absolve him before the flogging has commenced, he is e

ernot
"

(Ibid. 18.) In this rabbinic decision there are two

cases,' and both contrary to the Word of God. First, we

have the case of the man who has broken
.his

oath igno

rantly, and respecting whom God has decided m the following

words: "If a soul swear, pronouncing with his lips to do

evil or to do good, whatsoever it be that a man shall pro-

nounce with an oath, and it be hid from him; when he

knoweth of it, then he shall be guilty
in one of these. And

it shall be, when he shall be guilty
in one of these things,

that he shall confess that he hath sinned in that thing : and

he shall bring his trespass-offering
unto the Lord for his_sm

which he hath sinned," &c. (Levit.
v. 4 &c.) Here Go-

positively commands, firat l that he should confess his sin,

and secondly, that he should bring a sacrifice in order to

obtain forgiVeness; and, by the above law, the rabbles as

positively declare that obedience to these commands is super-

fluous. A man need only say that he has changed his mind,

and get a rabbi to absolve him, and then he can set the

Word of God at defiance, he need neither confess his sin,

nor bring the sacrifice. How can the men who profess such

a religion pretend to have any regard for the law of Moses

or how can they with any consistency reproach ChnsUan

with the non-observance of the ceremonial precepts,
whe

they themselves profess religious principles which unceremo-

niously subvert s^ch plain commands? The second case is,

however, far more flagrant. It supposes a man to have

swlrn that he would not do a certain thing, but afterwards

wilfully to have done it-that is, it supposes a man

been glilty of wilful perjury, and yet declares that he may

be delivered both from the guilt and the punishment, by
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going to a rabbi and getting absolution. This oral law,

which would flog a poor starving creature for eating Gentile

food, or meat and milk together, devises an expedient for

delivering him who is guilty of the grave crime of perjury
that is, though cruel to the poor, it is merciful to the

criminal. If this be not to violate the laws of God -with

a high hand, then we know not what sin is. Here both

classes of the precepts, negative and affirmative, are treated

with the same contempt ; both equally trampled under foot.

The guilty are absolved, not only from doing what God

commands, but from the penalty of actual transgression.
The rabbies presume not only to absolve a man from doing
what he has sworn to do, but also to turn perjury actually
committed into innocence. They have assumed the high

prerogative of God, have abrogated his laws, and taught
the guilty to set his threatenings at defiance. We verily
believe that the mass of the Jewish people have been ig-

norant of this gross contempt for the Mosaic law, or they
could never have continued so long in such a system, nor so

long have suffered the name of God to be profaned by the

attempt to pass off such a religion as proceeding from Him.

Now, then, we call on every reader of this paper to decide

whether the oral law can
really

be from God ? Has this

doctrine of absolution from oaths anything resembling the

character of the Divine Being as a God of truth ? Is it

possible that God should give an oral law directly subversive

of that which he has given in writing ; or will any one

dare to say that the Almighty, when he wished to give a

law permitting absolution from oaths, knew so little of the

Hebrew language as to enunciate it in words which directly

forbid it ? Let no one misunderstand us, as if we applied
the passages quoted from the oral law generally to the case

of all oaths, or as if we attributed this doctrine of the oral

law to all Israel. We do neither the one nor the other ;
in

a future number we hope to consider the case of an oath

between man and man, and at present our only intention

is to show that the oral law is dishonouring to God, sub-

versive of the commands given by Moses, and injurious to

the best interests of the Jewish people ; nay, that it is

actually a libel on the children of Abraham ; and that*

therefore, if they have any love to God, any reverence for

Moses, and any respect for themselves and their brethren,

they are bound publicly to renounce the principles which it

inculcates, and by which they have been deluded for so many
centuries. It is possible to do one of two things either to

approve the doctrine of absolution from oaths, or to dis-

approve of it. Those who approve of it will, of course,

endeavour to uphold it, and will thereby continue the pro-
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fanation of God's name ; and, so far as they can, stamp
dishonour upon the religion of Israel. Those, who disap-
prove the idea of a rabbi's absolving from a solemn oath,
and think that oaths are not to be tampered witti, are

bound not only to protest against this particular abuse, but
to reject the whole oral law. The rabbies declare that

this doctrine is not an ordinance of the scribes, but an
oral tradition from Moses ; if then it be false, the rabbies

are again convicted of passing off an invention of their own
as an ordinance of God, and are therefore wholly unworthy
of credit. The oral law depends altogether upon the validity
of the testimony, and if the witnesses can be proved, in any
one instance, to have spoken falsehood, the credit of the

whole is destroyed. Now this is eminently the case, for

not only have they said what is false, but have endeavoured
to establish a principle subversive of all reverence for truth.

It would be difficult for any man, who was known as one
in the habit of getting dispensation from oaths, to find

belief or credit in the world, and he would scarcely be
admitted as a valid witness in a court of justice ; but the
man who propounds dispensation from oaths as a religious
doctrine, and teaches it systematically as agreeable to the

will of God, is a more suspicious person still, and such are

the authors of the oral law. The former might be regarded
as a deluded person, who only broke his oaths when ho got
dispensation, but the latter would be considered an artful

underminer of principle, and a wilful despiser of truth ; his

testimony would, therefore, have no weight. Now, it is

upon the testimony of such persons that the authority of the

oral law entirely depends. It is confessed, that until the

Mishna and Gemara were compiled, there was no written re-

cord of its contents, but that it was propagated from mouth
to mouth. If, therefore, it appear that those who transmitted

it were men whose love for truth was equivocal, we cannot

be sure that they did not transmit a forgery. The doctrine,

which we have just considered, shows that they did not

love truth, and that they have actually libelled the memory
of Moses, the servant of God, by asserting that he taught
them how to get absolution from oaths. It is for the Jews
to consider whether they will still be deluded by such

incompetent witnesses, and still, even silently, uphold a

doctrine so dishonouring to their religion.

*

U 3
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tot, that if a man swear
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others ore not concerned, he can have absolution, but we now
come to consider the case of an oath made to another person,
respecting which the oral law teaches us as follows :
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" If Reuben should adjure Simeon, and he answer Amen, or

accept the oath ; and afterwards Simeon should repent of his

oath, and ask concerning it, he is not to be absolved except in
the presence of Reuben who adjured him. In like manner, if

Reuben should swear an oath not to receive any profit from
Simeon, or that Simeon should receive no profit from him, and
afterwards should repent and ask a wise man, he is not to be
absolved except in the presence of Simeon, concerning whose
profit he had vowed : yea, even though Simeon were an infant
or a Gentile, he is not to be absolved except in his presence, in
order that he, with respect to whom the vow was made, may
know that the other has got absolution from his oath or vow, and
that therefore he may receive from or confer profit upon him."

(Hilchoth ShVuoth, c. vi.7.) Now in considering this doctrine,
we must not withhold that measure of approbation which is

due to the rabbies. There is here a certain degree of honesty
and plain dealing. The rabbies have determined that where
one man swears to another, he is not to be absolved, except in
the presence of that other, and are in so far vastly superior in

morality to those who hold and teach, not only that all oaths

may be absolved, but that they may be absolved
secretly, so

that hewho is most affected by the dispensation, knows nothing
about it. Bad as the oral law is, it does not descend to such a

depth of hypocrisy and profaneness. Another trait which de-
serves notice is, that it does not teach that no faith is to be kept
towards those who have got another religion, but expressly de-

termines, that if a Jew swear to a Gentile, he is not to be ab-
solved without that Gentile's knowledge. We readily admit
that this is greatly superior to a doctrine of dispensation, taught
and practised by some who call themselves Christians

; but,

having made this admission, and given the rabbies their due,
we must also say, that the doctrine of absolution here taught is

plainly contrary to reason and Scripture, and if extensively
practised, would destroy all confidential intercourse or dealings
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between man and man. Just suppose that the law of this

country was, that any one who had entered into a solemn en-

easement with another, could be enabled to break it, simply, by

calling up the person to whom he had made the promise betore

a magistrate, and by declaring, in his presence, that he re-

pented of what he had done, who would ever trust another, or

value even an oath? Not only would the commercial transac-

tions of the country be at an end, but the very bonds of society

would be rent asunder. The existence of human society de-

pends upon that measure of confidence which a man can place

in his brother, but if the rabbinical doctrine prevailed and

were acted upon, there could be no confidence more. A man s

oath would be good for nothing, and if so, the value of his word

still less. But, besides this, the doctrine that a rabbi may ab-

solve Simeon from his sworn obligation to Reuben, is absurd.

If Simeon swear to Reuben a lawful oath, no one on earth but

Reuben can release him ; but here we are told that a rabbi,

who has nothing at aU to do with the matter, may remit the

obligation. He might, with as much reason and with less pro-

fanity, undertake to absolve Simeon from his pecuniary debts.

That the dispensation must take place in the presence of the

party to whom Simeon swore, is but poor satisfaction, and

would not remove the inconvenience, nor diminish the guilt.

Suppose, for instance, that Simeon should promise Reuben

with an oath, that within a given time he would complete

certain business, or lend him a certain sum of money, or any-

thing else of the kind, and that Reuben should arrange his

afiairs in dependence upon this oath, what satisfaction would n

be to Reuben to be present at the absolution ! It would not

remove the inconvenience nor indemnify him for the loss to

which the non-fulfilment of the oath exposed him, nor abate the

vexation and sorrow which he must feel to see a teacher of re-

ligion trampling upon the most solemn sanction with which re-

ligion guards the intercourse between man and man. *or,

after all, the main objection to the doctrine is, that it allows

what God forbids, as we showed in the last number, and under

the pretence of religion, makes perjury systematic.

But to estimate this doctrine fully, and also the character ot

the men with whom it originated, we must look at the original

passage in the Talmud, on which the above-cited decision is

founded :
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" He that has a vow upon him, with respect to profit from
his neighbour, is not to be absolved, except in that neighbour's
presence. How is this proved? Rav Nachman says, it is

proved by the words,
' And the Lord said unto Moses, in

Midian, Go return into Egypt ; for all the men are dead which

sought thy life
;

' he said to him, In Midian thou hast vowed,

go and get absolution from thy vow in Midian, for it is written,

ntZ7Q bwis
1,

' And Moses was content.' (Exodus ii. 21.) Now
this word means nothing else but swearing, as it is written,
' And he took an oath of him.' (Ezek. xvii. 13.) It is further

proved by the words, 'And he also rebelled against King
Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him swear by God.' (2 Chron.
xxxvi. 13.) What was the nature of his rebellion ? Zedekiah
found Nebuchadnezzar eating a live hare, whereupon Nebu-
chadnezzar said to him, swear to me not to reveal this, nor to

report the matter. Zedekiah swore, but afterwards he was

grieved, and went and got his oath absolved and told. Nebu-
chadnezzar heard that they despised him, and sent and fetched

the Sanhedrin and Zedekiah, and said to them, Ye see what
Zedekiah has done, although he swore by the name of God not
to reveal the matter. They said to him, He got a dispensation
from his oath. He said, Is it lawful, then, to get dispensation
from an oath ? They said, Yes. He said again, Is this to be
done in the other's presence or absence? They say, In his

presence," &c. (Nedarim, fol. Ixv. 1.) Now this passage not

only illustrates the doctrine of dispensation, but throws much

light upon the character and knowledge of the men from
whom the tradition is derived. In the first place, it shows a

strange confusion of mind to derive bfji'i'O,
" he was willing,'

from itbs>
" he sware ;

" but it is stranger still out of this

mistranslation, to invent a story of Moses having sworn and

got absolution ;
but the most strange of all is, that any one

should be found who can believe this a sufficient warrant for
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the doctrine of dispensation from an oath made to a fellow-

creature. If even it were true, as the rabbies say, that Moses
had sworn to Jethro not to return into Egypt, still this is not

a ease in point ; for Moses did not get absolution from any
third person, but received express permission from Jethro him-

self to return, as we find in the chapter referred to, where it is

said,
" And Moses went and returned to Jethro, his father-in-

law, and said unto him, Let me go, I pray thee, and return

unto my brethren which are in Egypt, and see whether they
be yet alive. And Jethro said to Moses, Go in peace." (Exod.
iv. 18.) If there was any oath, we see that it was dispensed

with, not by a wise man,' nor by any third person or persons,

but by him to whom the oath was made. This passage is,

therefore, decidedly against the rabbinic doctrine, and there-

fore the rabbinic doctrine cannot be true. The second case

cited by the Talmud is still stronger, as a testimony, both

against the system and the men. It tells us that Zedekiah

swore to Nebuchadnezzar not to betray him in a certain matter,

which no law, either of God or man, compelled him to divulge
that he swore by the name of the God of Israel, and yet that,

after this most solemn transaction, he did what he had sworn

not to do. He betrayed a man from whom he had received

kindness, and equally disregarded the obligations of gratitude

and the sacred ties of an oath in short, that he committed

perjury. This is in itself bad enough ; but the Talmud proceeds

further to tell us, that this was not his own individual act, but

the solemn decision of the Supreme Council of the Sanhedrin.

Zedekiah did not perjure himself without having advice. He
went to the Sanhedrin, and they absolved him from the ob-

ligation of the oath, and that contrary to their own maxim,
that an oath sworn to a neighbour cannot be absolved, except

in his presence. Here, then, the Talmud plainly confesses

that the Sanhedrin did wrong, in fact, that they were aiders

and abettors in Zedekiah's perjury ; that, therefore, they were

men who had no regard to truth, and no fear of God; and,

consequently, that no man of any common sense would believe

a single word that came out of their mouths. What, then,

becomes of the whole fabric of Jewish tradition ? It depends

altogether upon the unimpeachable character of the various

Sanhedrins through whose hands it passed. If, therefore, we
should find that any one Sanhedrin consisted of notorious

liars, the genuineness of the oral law is at an end. But here

the Talmud itself tells us that even before the deportation of

Zedekiah, the Sanhedrin consisted, not of common liars, but of

false swearers, of men who had so little regard for the name

of the Lord, as to absolve a solemn oath of which that name

was the safeguard. If they had done this in accordance with

their traditions, there would be some appearance of consis-
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tency, but they did it in the face of the tradition, which says,

that when an oath is sworn to another person absolution cannot

be riven except in his presence.
When Zedekiah demanded

absolution, they should have refused, and told him that it was

contrary to the oral law ; but, whether from fear or from setf-

intori-st, thcv acceded to the king's wish, and helped him t(

commit periury : and these are the men who have handed down

the oral law; what trust, then, can be placed in their word,

when they disregard an oath ? The story is either true or false.

If true, then all the members of the Sanhedrm were guilty of

periury,-if false, then the Talmud has handed down a false-

hood M truth, and in neither case is it worthy of credit, burelv

it is time for the chosen people of God to use the reason which

God has given, and to examine the grounds upon which they

profess Judaism. The ignorant and the thoughtless may retain

their profession as a mere matter of prejudice,
but it would

very strange if any, who think religion worth a thought, should

still adhere to a system for which there is not only no evidi

but against which there is evidence so satisfactory. According

to theTalraud itself, and on its own showing, the persons who*

office it was to guard the traditions in the days of
^dekiahjen

men who transgressed those traditions, and made themseh

-uilty of perjury; what warrant, then, have the J^sforbe-

Seviio- that those men did not change the traditions, and handS mere inventions of their own ? Vhat was there to restrain

them from such conduct, if they could free themselves from the

obligation of an oath by the name of the God of Israel?

But as the men who handed down the traditions are described

by their own successors as wicked and ungodly persons, so the

traditions which they have handed down are of the same cha-

racter, and, as we have said, if generally acted upon, would rend

asunder all the ties of human society, and beget universal d

Sust and suspicion. The oral law plainly and unequivocally

albws a man to swear to his neighbour that he wiU do or leave

undone something that his
neighbour

requires, and then to

jt
absolution from that oath and do the contrary. It is true that

* requles this to be done in the presence ofthe
Bother

person

but that does not much alter the matter. \\ hether Zedekiah

dTvulged what he had sworn to Nebuchadnezzar to keep secret,

hisVsence or behind his back, i. a tiling of very h .le con-

nce the oath is just as much and as really broken, and

uhs might be iust as pernicious and injurious
lake far

ple the case of a manufacturer who communicates to bj

some important secret in his trade, and for his own

ty binds him by an oath not to divulge it. In a little time,

rwrtTfa some reason or other, finds it convenient or

proiSe to make this secret known, and goes to a wise man

Emmons the manufacturer to be present, gets absolution, and
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then divulges what he had sworn to keep secret, where is the

difference as to all practical purposes, or as to the actual guilt

of perjury ? But again, suppose that the wise man was to act

as the Sanhedrin did, and absolve the man without summoning
the person to whom he swore, it is a question whether the ser-

vant would then be bound. Zedekiah evidently thought not.

All he was concerned about was to have absolution, and if there

was any sin in giving it, he evidently thought that the onus

rested upon those who gave, and not upon him who received it.

According to the oral law, the Sanhedrin was wrong in giving
absolution under the circumstances : but, according to the same

oral law, Zedekkh was right in obeying their decision. Im-

plicit and universal obedience to the words of the Sanhedrin

and wise men is required by the Talmud ; and, therefore, if a

wise man give absolution, even though he give it unlawfully,

it is still the duty of him who is absolved to obey his decision,

and act upon it. A Rabbinist is not allowed to reason
;
but as

we have seen on a former occasion, to believe that his right

hand is his left, and vice versa, if the rabbies say so and, con-

sequently, if a wise man absolve him, he is not to trouble either

Ids conscience or his reason as to the right or the wrong ;
his

duty is not to dispute, but to receive the determination as the

words of the living God. The provision, therefore, that if

Simeon swear to Reuben he is not to be absolved, except in

Reuben's presence, affords but little protection. If it was pos-

sible for the Sanhedrin, a body consisting of seventy-one persons,

to disregard it, it is surely possible that any other wise man

might disregard it also, and absolve Simeon, even in Reuben's

absence. Now the bare possibility of such occurrences would

make all promises, whether sanctioned by oaths or not, of no

value, and have the most pernicious effect as to the practice of

speaking truth. Men might reason from the greater to the less,

and say, If it be lawful, by means of absolution, to break an

oath, -lEim bp, fortiori, it is lawful to break one's word

without "absolution ; and, at all events, those to whom the pro-

mise was given would be likely to reason thus, and say, If we

cannot depend upon this man's oath, much less can we place

confidence in his word. But what is worse still, such a doctrine

is calculated to make men despise all religion, and to render

them a prey to infidelity. The thoughtless and the rash are

very likely to say, If this be religion, better far to be without

it ; or, to conclude that as such doctrine cannot possibly be the

offspring of the Divine mind, all revealed religion is a mere im-

posture. In every case it is a reproach to the good sense and

piety of Israel to profess such a doctrine ; or, if they do not

believe it, to remain silent, and suffer mankind to suppose that

this is the religion of the children of Abraham. So long as they

profess that the oral law is the source of their religion, so long
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ore they responsible for the doctrines which it teaches ; and so

long as they abstain from a public renunciation of the oral law,

they must be considered as believers in its authority. It will

not do to renounce one particular doctrine, whilst they profess

faith in the general system. The body of traditions is a whole

which cannot be parted. They have all come down, resting on

the same evidence ; if, therefore, the evidence be invalid in any
one case, it is invalid in all ; and if any one admits its validity

in some cases, he cannot, if a reasonable man, deny it in others.

He may dispute about the conflicting opinions of the rabbies,

but if he admit any one of those doctrines which are called tra-

ditions from Sinai, he must admit them all, and, consequently,

this which professes to be one of them. It remains, therefore,

for the Israelites of the present day to choose, whether they will

still retain the system of the oral law, and thereby sanction the

dispensation from oaths, or whether they will repudiate this

doctrine, and thereby renounce the whole oral law.

No. LVHL

MERITORIOUSNESS OF CIRCUMCISION.

WHEREVER there is an internal principle of religion, it will,

like all other principles,
manifest itself in external acts, and in

an external form of rites and ceremonies. It is just as impos-

sible for a living man to continue without giving any signs of

life, as for the religious principle
to exist without an outward

expression. It is the universal law of creation that every vital

principle should manifest itself, and therefore, when the Crea-

tor himself was pleased to give a religion, he ordained certain

rites and ceremonies to give notice of its existence, and to

serve as the body in which the soul should reside. Rites and

ceremonies, therefore, are not to be despised, even when devised

by man, for they are demonstrations of an internal life trom

which they proceed ; but when instituted by God, they are

doubly important, because besides being a sign, they have all

the authority of a Divine command. False religion, however,

is not satisfied with this acknowledgment, nor this measure of

reverence. It goes still further, and elevates the external sign

above the thing signified, by making the external ntes the

great essentials of religion. Thus, in the time of the Prophet

Isaiah, the Israelites thought that the act of sacrifice, and the

external observation of the Sabbath and holidays, formed the
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substance of religion, and therefore God told them, that even

these things, though ordained by himself, were not pleasing in

his sight, unless they proceeded from the living principle

within. "
Bring no more vain oblations : incense is an abomi-

nation unto me
;
the new moons and Sabbaths, the calling of

assemblies, I cannot away with ;
it is iniquity, even the solemn

meeting." (Isaiah i. 13.) And again in a subsequent chapter

he says,
"
They seek me daily, and delight to know my ways,

as a nation that did righteousness and forsook not the ordi-

nances of their God : they ask of me the ordinances of justice ;

they take delight in approaching to God." (Iviii. 2.) And yet

at the same time he shows that this was all mere outside work,

and displeasing in his sight. Wherever, therefore, we find a

religion, which places external observances above the moral

duties, we may be sure it is not of God ;
and for this reason,

amongst others, we believe that the oral law is the invention

of men. We had an instance in the subject last considered,

the dispensation from oaths. The rabbies disregard the moral

obligation, but make the mere form of going to a rabbi to get

absolution an essential requisite. Another proof is furnished

by their doctrine concerning The meritoriousness of Circum-

cision, which is set forth as follows :

132 ns bia^rc bbOttrn Q-TH bsb nwy
fpro 12 m BPI& nw-3 rmso isrcn NT?

/nbra narm rnrmn mi&2 rcbtp rrbs irroa mi
nrrna nniani VWQV TS nbrc cn-QN w-ipa sbi

a nbsa WTH V"^n navia by rp-a 17
ns nn-nNtP crn^n T-IDSH? ins caarra

bob in oa^b rran 12^1 aa^na bo? nnnsn
i2n nn issnatt? nbn3?n t^n noisai

ba; irmn icnn bai i D^bny D^ian bs 'D

min ma o^a? 5"2?s inbiy "fanaw IN

: snn nbi3?b pbn ib ]^s a^ira

" It is an affirmative precept, binding on every man of

Israel, to circumcise his son ; and this is greater than any
of the other affirmative precepts, for there is a threat of ex-

cision attached to it ; and further, on account of it, thirteen

covenants were made, as is recorded in the chapter of cir-

cumcision. Abraham was not called perfect until he was

circumcised, and by the merit of circumcision, a covenant

was made with him respecting the giving of the land. It

also delivers from the judgment of hell, for the wise men
have said, that Abraham our father sits at the door of hell,

and does not suffer any one that is circumcised to be cast

into it. Uncircumcision is despised, for the Gentiles are
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reproached with it, as it is said,
' All the nations are uncir-

cumcised
'

(Jer. ix. 25) ; and every one who breaks the

covenant of Abraham our father, either by not being
circumcised or by becoming uncircumcised, has no part in

the world to come, even though he possess a knowledge of

the law and good works." (Joreh Deah., 260.) Here we
have the very same misconception, which God reproved by
the mouth of Isaiah ; an external act is preferred to holi-

ness of life, and a mere preparation of the body to purity
of heart. It is gravely and solemnly asserted that the

precept concerning circumcision is greater than all the

other affirmative precepts, that is, it is exalted above our

duty to God and our duty to our neighbour. The command

pas -fsnb mnsi
" Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself," is an affirma-

tive precept, and is therefore one of those to which circum-

cision is preferred. The command

ni -paw ns
" Honour thy father and thy mother," is an affirmative

precept, and has a promise of long life in the land attached

to it. It concerns our duty to those, to whom, under God,
we owe our existence, and yet the oral law teaches that

obedience to it is not so important as to the precept con-

cerning circumcision. We do not mean to deny the scrip-

tural importance of circumcision, nor of any other of the

Divine institutions, but we do mean to appeal to every
Israelite of understanding to judge, which of these com-

mandments is of most importance. Con an Israelite, merely
because he is circumcised, though he has no love to his

fellow-men, and no reverence for his parents, be acceptable
in the sight of God, or can he be more acceptable than

ft Gentile who obeys these commands ? But the sweeping
declaration of the oral law, not only teaches men that cir-

cumcision is more valuable than love to man, but exalte it

even above love to God. The commandment, " Thou shalt

love the Lord thy God, with all thy heart," &c., is an af-

firmative precept, and is consequently included amongst
those which are stated to be inferior to circumcision. This

conclusion seems so monstrous, that one is almost afraid of

having misunderstood the sense ; but Rashi, who must be

acknowledged as an authority, goes still farther, and en-

deavours to prove that circumcision is equal in importance
to all the other commandments put together.

: rnvn rmson a TOD
" It is equivalent to all the commandments which are in

c 3
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the law." (Nedarim, fol. 31, col. ii.)
So that there can be

no doubt that this is the doctrine of the oral law. Now

iust let the reader consider the nature of circumcision.

is, in the first place, an external act,-it is, in the second

place an act performed without the will of the infant, and

at a 'time when he can exercise no act of moral responsi-

bility, and yet the mere act is placed above the highest

perfection of a created being, love to God and his fellow-

creatures But the oral law does not merely assert

doctrine, but gives its proofs, and the first is, that to the

precept of circumcision the threat of excision is annexed.

Of course, we admit the fact, for it is plainly said, The

uncircumcised man-child, whose flesh of his foreskin is not

circumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his people ;
he

hath broken my covenant" (Gen. xvii. 14); but we deny

the consequence. There is nothing peculiar to circumcisio,

in the annexed threat of excision. God has pronounced t

same threat against every presumptuous sin, as it is writ

But the soul that doeth ought presumptuously, whether he

be born in the land or a stranger, the same reproacheth

the Lord; and that soul shall be cut off from among his

people. Because he hath despised the word of the Lord,

and hath broken his commandment, that soul shall

utterly cut off; his iniquity shall be upon him. (Numb.

xv 30 31 ) Here we see that presumptuous transgression

of any one of God's commandments will be visited with the

same punishment denounced against the omission of circum-

cision, so that the annexed threat is far from proving that

this precept is superior to all the other affirmative com

mandments. On the' contrary, it shows that God does not

iudee by the external act, but by the state of the heart,

and that presumptuous disobedience of any commandment,

as demonstrating an utter want of love to him, will b<

visited with the severity of his wrath. It is further

alleged, "That Abraham was not called perfect until he

was circumcised,"-and this is proved in the Talmud, by

the words, "Walk before me, and be thou perfect.
But

these words do not prove that, even after his circumcision,

Abraham was called perfect; they are a command to be

perfect, but not a declaration that he was so ;
and

cannot be urged that by being circumcised he obeyed this

command, an2 thus became perfect, for this would open an

easy way of attaining perfection to the most abandoned

of mankind. Besides, it is easy to prove that this word

"perfect" is also given to the uncircumcision. JLong

before circumcision was given, it was applied to Noah.

Noah was a just man, and perfect in his generations

and Noah walked with God" (Gen. vi. 9), where that which
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ifi only commanded to Abraham, is asserted to have been

found in Noah. God commanded to Abraham to walk

with him, and to be perfect ; but he declares of the un-

circumcised Noah, that he was perfect, and did walk with

him. In this respect, therefore, even if the rabbinic inter-

pretation of the words were correct, circumcision has no

superiority over uncircumcision. The next proof, namely,
" That by the merit of circumcision a covenant was made
with Abraham, respecting the giving of the land," is

equally inconclusive. Long before the covenant of circum-

cision God had promised the land to Abraham, and that

repeatedly ;
and not only had promised it, but had actuallv

made a covenant with him respecting the gift, as we read,
" In the same day, the Lord made a covenant with Abram,

saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river

of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates." (Gen.
xvi. 18.) This covenant was made before the birth of Ishmael ;

and when Ishmael was born, Abraham was eighty-six years of

age ; consequently, it was at least fourteen years before circum-

cision, so that the assertion that the covenant respecting the

land was made on account of the merit of circumcision is

altogether false. God made the covenant, not because Abra-

ham deserved it, but according to his own grace and mercy,
when Abraham had no bodily mark to distinguish him from

the surrounding nations. Here again, then, the oral law

asserts what is false. But the rabbies were not contented with

Scripture proof; they felt that the letter of Scripture was

a<minst them, and therefore had recourse to their own inven-

tion, and have devised the fable that "Circumcision delivers

from the judgment of hell, for that Abraham sits at the door of

hell, and does not suffer any one that is circumcised to be cast

into it." That this is a regular and wilful falsehood, no one

that has reason, and takes the Scripture to guide it, can

possibly doubt. It implies that many who are circumcised

deserve the punishment of hell, and are led to the very door,

but that Abraham interferes, and delivers them from their just

punishment. If they did not deserve it, and were not liable

to it, there could be no necessity
for Abraham's sitting in so

unpleasant a situation. The guilt of these persons is, there-

fore, fully admitted, and yet the wise men say, that out of

regard to the mere external token of the covenant, God gives

up his attribute of justice, and acquits those who deserve

punishment. But it implies further, that God does not deal

thus to the Gentiles that to them he exercises all justice, and

shows no mercy. Abraham looks on with unconcern when a

Gentile is brought to the place of the damned, feels no compas-

sion and exercises none, and the Divine Being himself is made

a party in this injustice, and want of compassion. Religion it
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misrepresented as a mere system of favouritism, and the Judge
of all the earth as a doer of wrong. That this is the plain
drift of the story is plain from what follows :

" Circumcision is

despised, for the Gentiles are reproached with it, as it is said,
' All the nations are uncircumcised.'

" Here the rabbies plainly
tell us, that God despises the works of his own hands, that he
disdains the overwhelming majority of his rational creatures, and
that not because of their wickedness, or their cruelty, or their

idolatry, or their profanity, but because they have not got a com-
mandment which He never gave them. The rabbies themselves

will admit that God never gave the Gentiles the commandment
of circumcision, how then is it possible that he should blame

them, or despise them, or treat them with unmitigated severity,
because they have not got what He never gave them ? If it

had been offered to them, and they had refused, there would
have been some ground for such a representation, but at

present there is none. It is not true that God reproaches the

Gentiles in the words,
" All the nations are uncircumcised

;

" on
the contrary, He is reproaching Israel. The context is,

" Behold
the days come, saith the Lord, that I will punish all them
which are circumcised with the uncircumcised; Egypt, and

Judah, and Edom, and the children of Ammon and Moab, and
all that are in the utmost corners, that dwell in the wilderness ;

for all the nations are uncircumcised, and all the house of

Israel are uncircumcised in the heart." (Jer. ix. 25, 26.)
This is very different doctrine from that of the rabbies. God
declares that the mere outward sign of circumcision shall

not save from punishment ; that he makes no difference what-
ever between the uncircumcised and the circumcised, but that

he looks upon the heart, and deals out to all eveuhanded

justice. He says, that he will punish the idolatrous nations,

whom he has enumerated, but declares that he will punish the

sinners of Israel along with them, and then to obviate the

very objection which the oral law urges, and to take away all

false confidence in circumcision, he adds,
" The nations are

uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel are uncircumcised in

heart ;

"
as if he would have said, Do not deceive yourselves,

thinking that your circumcision will save you : there is a worse
uncircumcision than that of the flesh, the uncircumcision of the

heart. This is doctrine worthy of the Divine Being, consistent

with his attributes of justice and holiness, and consolatory and

encouraging to all his rational creatures ;
whereas the rabbinic

doctrine is dishonouring to God, and contemptuous to all the

Gentile nations. If it were believed, no Gentile would have

any motive to serve or honour the true God, from whom he
could expect neither justice nor mercy. It is equally perni-
cious and destructive to the moral and spiritual welfare of the

Israelites themselves. Any man who believes that his circum-
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cision will save him from hell, will feel himself at liberty to

violate other commands without fear. Why should he be

holy, or chaste, or honest, or true ? His father Abraham us

sitting at the gate of hell waiting for him, and will deliver

him from the just reward of his delinquencies. We do not

mean to attribute such reasoning to all Israelites far from it ;

but it is certain that on the minds of the ignorant and

superstitious this doctine must have this effect. Those who are

acquainted with the Word of God, or know how to reason, must

believe that it is false, but then it is their duty not only to

disbelieve it in their hearts, but to renounce it publicly, and

to teach the ignorant and uneducated that it is false. Israelites

often feel justly indignant at the want of due appreciation

which characterizes public opinion with regard to the nation,

but let them reflect on the causes, and they will cease to

wonder. Mankind in general does not distinguish between

the Jews and Judaism, but erroneously attribute, without any

discrimination, the errors of the system to the men ;
and how

can they do otherwise, so long as the oral law is still upheld

as a Divine code of law? Let Israel renounce the errors

publicly, and all the causes of misconception will be removed.

But we would ask our readers to go a little farther, and com-

pare the doctrines of Christianity on this subject with those of

the oral law. They will find that where the rabbies have erred,

the disciples of Jesus of Nazareth have taught the truth.

St. Paul admits the importance and the privileges of circum-

cision. He asks,
" What advantage then hath the Jew ? or

what profit is there of circumcision ?
" And answers,

" Much

every way : chiefly, because that unto them were committed the

oracles of God." (Rom. iii. 1 .)
He does not undervalue God s

mercy to Israel, but at the same time he honours God's justice

and holiness, by declaring that " God will render to every man

according to his deeds : to them who by patient continuance in

well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal

life* but unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the

truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, tribu-

lation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of

the Jew first, and also of the Gentile ; but glory, honour, and

peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew
first^

and

also to the Gentile : for there is no respect of persons with God.

(Romans ii. 6-11.) This exactly agrees with the words of

Jeremiah, and with the character of God, as set forth by Moses

and the Prophets, and must commend itself to the mind of

every reflecting person. Let then those who reject Christianity

account for the fact, that where the rabbies are wrong, the

preachers of Christianity are right. If all truth come fr

God, and unassisted human reason must go wrong, how is it
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God should have helped Christians to the truth, and left the

Jews in deadly error for so many centuries ?

Judaism teaches that the Gentiles are despised, simply because

they have not got an outward sign, which God never intended

they should have. Christianity proclaims that God is a just

Judge. It says,
" Circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep

the law ;
but if thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumcision

is made uncircumcision. Therefore if the uncircumcision keep
the righteousness of the law, shall not his uncircumcision be

counted for circumcision?" Judaism teaches that Abraham sits

at the gate of hell to deliver even the wicked, if they be only
circumcised. Christianity teaches that Abraham has no re-

spect to the outward sign, unless it be accompanied by purity
of heart. " There was a certain rich man, which was clothed

in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day : and

there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at

his gate, full of sores. And it came to pass that the beggar
died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom : the

rich man also died, and was buried ;
and in hell he lifted up

his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham aikr off, and

Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and said, Father Abra-

ham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the

tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue ;
for I am tormen-

ted in this flame. But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou

in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus

evil things ;
but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.

And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf
fixed : so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot ;

neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence. Then

he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest Send

him to my father's house : for I have five brethren ;
that he may

testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment.

Abraham said unto him, They have Moses and the prophets ;

let them hear them. And he said, Nay, father Abraham : but

if one went to them from the dead, they will repent. And he

said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither

will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead." (Luke
xvi. 1931.) Let the reader compare this with the rabbinic

doctrine, and then explain why it is that where the oral law

errs, God has given the truth in the New Testament.
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No. LIX.

CRUELTY TO THE UNLEARNED.

THE great object of these papers has been to compare Judaism,

as it at present exists, with the religion of Moses and the Pro-

phets, and thus to ascertain whether the Jews of the present

day walk in the good old paths pointed out to their forefathers

We have endeavoured to give our reasons for believing that i

Jews have been imposed upon by the inventors of the oral law,

and have now got a religion diametrically opposed to that

which was revealed to them by God. More than a year ha*

elapsed since the first of these papers was published, and yet

no answer has appeared. This silence may be attributed t

one of three causes. Either there has been a want ot suflu

zeal on the part of those who profess Judaism or, prudence

has suggested that the system would not bear discussion-

these papers have been thought unworthy of notice,

the Jewish people at large to consider, which ot these three

reasons have influenced the champions of the oral law. 1J

Jews certainly have a right to some explanation from those,

whose learning and station point them out as the natural de-

fenders of Judaism. Every reflecting man must be staggered

by the fact, that a strong case has been made out agarnst the

oral law that, contemporaneously with the publication
of

these papers, strong symptoms of dissatisfaction with cerb

parts of Judaism have been manifested in one of the most

respectable synagogues in London-and yet, that nothing h*

appeared, either in the shape of defence or explanation. Fhat

tfiw silence has not proceeded altogether from contempt w

made probable by another fact, and that is, That it is confi-

entlv asserted that a public answer was given orally to the

first number, and that this answer was
satisfactory

to those

who heard it. It is much to be regretted that the answer

was not made known generally, so as to afford the same sat

faction to others. For ourselves, we should have been most

happy, if convinced of error, to have retracted any erroneous

charec We have, in the interval, frequently considered the

subiect which is said to have been answered ; and now conside

it our duty, before closing this series, to make known 01

reasons for still believing, that that one topic is in itself suffi-

cient to prove that the religion of the oral law is a sysfc

error. Our arguments were simply these. Abpon which

despises and insults the unlearned cannot be from bod.

oral law does despise and insult the unlearned, for it com-

mTnds its disciples not to marry the daughters ofthe unlearned

on the ground that they are no better than beasts. There
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"ore the oral law cannot be from God. Secondly, a religion
which makes the murder of an unlearned man lawful, cannot
be from God. The oral law does make it lawful, for, as we
showed in No. 1, Rabbi Eleazer says, That it is lawful even on
the most solemn day of the Jewish year, to kill an unlearned
man without observing any of the technicalities of the rabbinic-
art of slaughtering ; or, as another says, to rend him asunder
like a fish. Therefore the oral law cannot be from God. We
now proceed to show why we still think that that line of

argument is valid.

The first step is, to establish the meaning of the expression
^"ISH Q3? Amhaaretz, which we translated " an unlearned
man." The literal English of this expression is,

"
People of

the land," it might therefore signify the inhabitants of Canaan,
but in the Bible it is more commonly used of the mass of the
Israelitish people, as for instance :

spirn natr y^n ns bai
" And all the people of the land rejoiced, and blew with

trumpets." (2 Kings xi. 14. See also verses 1820.) Here
the expression is opposed to king and princes, and evidently
means the mass of the population, or, as some would say,

" The
common people." And, again, to give an example from the

Prophets :

p scnm prm rr n3 ban-it ptn nn:sn

" Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the Lord
; and be

strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech, the high priest ; and be

strong, all ye people of the land." (Hag. ii. 4.) Here, also,
the expression is opposed to the governor of Judah and the high
priest, and plainly signifies the mass of the population. In
the oral law, it has much the same signification ; it stands for

those who are not counted amongst the learned, nor the great
men of the time, nor the almoners, nor the schoolmasters, as

appears in the extract given in page 7, with this difference,
that in the oral law the want of learning is a prominent idea,
and the expression may therefore be applied to a high priest
if he be unlearned. In further proof we might appeal to the
common parlance of the Jews, even at this day, for they com-

monly call an unlearned man an Amhaaretz. We prefer,
however, giving one or two extracts more from the laws,
where the expression Amhaaretz is put in opposition to " The
disciple of a wise man," that is, to a learned man. We read,
for instance, that in a court of justice,

: vin ns jnb mip csn Tobn jn
" The cause of the disciple of a wise man takes precedence of
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tho cause of an Amhaaretz." (Hilchoth Sanhedrin, c. xxi. 6.)

Again,

na? s"vs wvn rnbp jro ainab ib TON 731

BTW anipn or "^s-i by STOP sbi

: en np3n pn!r crras -on n'bDtrn

" In like manner, it is unlawful for an elder to behave with

levity to the congregation, even though they be Amharatzin.

Neither let him behave haughtily to the holy people, for

although they be common and humble persons, they are chil-

dren of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob." (Ibid., c. 25.) Again,

ni D^tapn nw TTnbniw i^cb
nsb sbs jniN inabn p \nn ^y

: 131 1227 bnp
v

"
Therefore, when children and women, and the whole genus

of Amharatzin, are instructed, they are to be taught to serve

God only from the motive of fear, and the desire to receive a

reward until," &c. (Hilchoth T'shuvah, c. x. 5.) In thest

passages, and many, many more may be added, Amhaarett

plainly signifies an unlearned man, and it does not appear from

any one, that there is any crime to be laid to his charge. He

may appear as suitor in a court of law ; he is considered as a

son of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
;
he is put on a level with

the children and the women of Israel. The only disparagement

is, that he has not been brought up at the feet of a learned

rabbi, and, therefore, cannot be reckoned amongst the disciples

of the wise men.
The next thing to be established is, that the oral law

despises and insults those whose misfortune it is to be un-

learned ; and here, in addition to the complement paid to their

wives and daughters, noticed in No. 1, we bring, as a proof,

the general rule which is given respecting their treatment :

DIDYIBIBM 7ms pan 7^1 no jnb

np-rs bu? nsip by DisninsN 7ms

" Our rabbies have handed down as a tradition, that six

things are said with respect to Amharatzin. Testimony is not

to be given to them, nor received from them. A secret is not

to be revealed to them. They are not to be appointed as

guardians to orphans, nor to an alms-fund. One is not to bear

them company in the way. And some say, that if they have

lost any thing, and it is found, no public notice is to be given
X 2
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respecting it." (Pesachim, fol. 49, coL 2.) Here, then, the
unlearned are branded as liars, whose word is not to be de-

pended upon as rogues, unfit to be trusted with property at

murderers, with whom it is unsafe to walk by the way-side.
Can contempt or insult add more ? Yes ; rabbinic contempt
had one insult more galling than these, and that was to put
them on a level with Gentiles, and this it has done by forbid-

ding public notice to be given, if any thing which
they had

lost should be fonnd. Now, we fear not to assert, that this one

passage is fatal to the claims of the oral law. There is not a

particle of resemblance in it to the merciful and just religion
made known by Moses. It is the effusion of a mind intoxicated
with self-conceit and arrogance. The authors of the oral law
were determined, so far as they could, to lay it down as a

maxim, not only that no wisdom, but no truth, no honesty, and
no humanity, was to be found, except amongst themselves, and
their disciples ; they wished to have the monopoly of all moral
virtue, as well as of all learning. We ask both the learned
and the unlearned, whether it be possible that such a law
could have emanated from the God of Israel ? But there is

not only excessive arrogance, there is also gross injustice in
their law. It is ordained, first, that in a court of law, the
cause of the learned is to be heard before the cause of the un-
learned ; this is in itself most unjust, but is not to be compared
with Avhat follows. The oral law forbids the appointment of
an unlearned man as guardian to orphans ; can any thing be
more oppressive ? Suppose that an unlearned man, on his

death-bed, thinks of a guardian for his orphan children, and
looks to a brother, or an intimate friend, as unlearned as him-

self, but whose worth, and honesty, and affection, he has long
known and valued ; the oral law forbids him to make such an

appointment ; and if he has no learned friend and how, where
such a law exists, is it ever possible that the learned and the
unlearned should be friends ? he must die with the agonizing
thought, that his children must be left to the guardianship of

a perfect stranger. Is it possible to conceive anything more

oppressive, unjust, or cruel? But the oral law is not content
with this

; it will not permit an unlearned man, even in his

lifetime, to recover property that has been lost. Whoever
finds it may keep it. The law for other people is, that if any
thing be found, the finder is to have proclamation made in the

city, or, if the majority of the inhabitants be Gentiles, in the

synagogue, that the loser may hear of it. But the poor
Amhaaretz is excluded from the benefit of this command. It

may, however, puzzle the reader, how the finder is to know
whether the thuig which he has found belongs to a learned or

an unlearned man. One of the commentators has solved this

difficulty in the following manner :
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rraw -visn as b H-P'SBB? paa PITS'

: crra

belon

" If you ask, How is the finder to know that the thing found

oelongs to an Amhaaretz ? R. Isaac
says,

it is in such a case

as when a crowd of Amharatzin is passing, and we see that it

fell from them." (Ibid.) So that, according to this interpre-

tation, the disciples of the wise men are positively allowed to

retain what they know does not belong to them, if they only

see that it does belong to an unlearned man ;
and yet these are

the men who are so afraid of the dishonesty of the unlearned,

as to forbid their appointment to the office of guardian to

orphans, or treasurer to a charitable fund. Let any man of

common sense decide, whether this law is honest or dishonest,

and then let him decide, whether it can come from God, and

whether such a religion is fit for an honest man ?

The most important point, however, remains, and that is,

the permission to kill an unlearned man, or to rend him like

a fish. We have been told that this is merely figurative

language, but the context is not such as to lead to this conclu-

sion ;
on the contrary, the passage itself, and all that precedes

and follows, leads us to believe that it was meant literally.

In the first place, it is said, that it is lawful to kill an Amhaa-

retz without observing the rules of nta-ntt? slaughtering, and

when the disciples ask the reason, R. Eleazar replies, Because

these rules would require a benediction to be pronounced,

whereas he would not have an Amhaaretz treated with such

respect. Let any man explain the figurative meaning of all

this. Secondly, R. Samuel, to take away all ambiguity, says,

in the name of R. Johannan, that it is lawful to rend him as a

fish. Now it is known that, with regard to fish, the rules

of TT&nW or slaughtering, are not observed. All ambiguity,

therefore, as to R. Eleazar's meaning, is here removed. Thirdly,

it is evident that the rabbies looked upon the unlearned as

nothing better than beasts. They say, that the daughters of

the unlearned are an abomination, and their wives vermin :

yea, that their daughters are beasts. Now, when men are HO

wicked as to use such language concerning their fellow-

creatures, are we to be astonished that they should draw the

conclusion that necessarily follows from such premises, and

that they should allow these beasts and vermin to be killed ?

When we see that these rabbies allow an unlearned man to be

robbed with impunity of that which he has lost, what principle

of conscience or justice is there left to prevent them from

killing him whom they have robbed? If all the other prin-

ciples of these rabbies were just, honest, upright, and merciful,

we might be tempted to suppose, that in these words they
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enveloped some mystical sense. But when we see that the

principles which precede and follow are an outrage upon
humanity, justice, and mercy, no such supposition is necessary.

But, after all, how did the commentators understand the

passage ? If we, as Gentiles, are accused of misrepresenting
the sense, what did the rabbies, who succeeded, make of this

passage ? The commentary from which we have just quoted,
after saying, that if a crowd of Amharatzin let any thing fall,

it is lawful to keep it without giving public notice, adds, that

this is to be understood strictly of what is lost, but that it does

not warrant the learned to rob them by force ; upon which the

following difficulty is started :

-mine? ->rnn w snttfn tips 13-ias

" Why should it be unlawful to deal thus with his money,
when it is lawful to deal violently with his body, for it is

lawful to rend him as a fish." (Ibid.) Now here this rabbi

evidently interpreted the permission to kill literally, and he

naturally asks, If it be lawful to take away a man's life by
violence, why should it not be lawful to take away his money ?

If the words had been taken figuratively, there would have

been no room for this question. "We have, therefore, neither

misunderstood nor misrepresented the meaning. The oral law

allows the murder of an unlearned man, and that with as little

ceremony as it permits the killing of an unclean animal, or a

fish. We therefore repeat our assertion, that the oral law can-

not be from God. One such passage is quite sufficient to dis-

credit the whole, not only because of its intrinsic wickedness,

but because it displays the character of those men with whom
the oral law originated. Superabundant self-conceit, cold-

blooded cruelty, and unrelenting enmity, are the striking
characteristics of those men, who, by dint of force and fraud,

gradually enslaved the minds of the Jewish people. It appears
from these passages, and from the plain confessions of the rabbies

in the context, that the common people struggled hard before

they submitted to the yoke of the oral law. The attempt to

impose such a burden, evidently produced the most bitter ani-

mosity between the rabbies and the people. The people were

ready, as one of the rabbies says, to kill all the wise men, and

these, in return laid down the principles of retaliation which we
have just considered, and which are a disgrace to the name of

religion. These principles, however, would not have triumphed
if the rabbies had not got the whole power of the State into

their own hands. By means of that unlawful and heathenish

tribunal, the Sanhedrin, they were able to coerce the people,

and to kill all who refused to submit. Judaism, therefore, as it

at present exist, is a religion which was originally forced upon
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sent to its truth, they are stamping themselves, their wives
and their daughters with infamy. The truth or falsehood
of the oral law is not simply a speculative question, or a ques-
tion relating to their eternal interests in another world

; it is a
question deeply affecting their characters and their welfare at
present. It simply comes to this, are all unlearned Jews, that
is, the overwhelming majority of the people, to be considered
as utterly destitute of truth, honesty, and humanity? If
Judaism be true, the answer is, Yes. Let, then, every Jew,
rich or poor, learned or unlearned, consider whether he will still

profess a religion that defames and insults the mass of his
countrymen. The character of the nation is foully attacked
defamed, and vilified, but not by Gentiles, not by Turk, Infidel'
or Heretic, but by the Talmud and the Rabbies. The only
way in which this calumny can be met and wiped away, is, by
a renunciation of that system which has dared to utter it. If
there live a Jew who has the slightest regard for the honour
of the nation, he is bound to protest aloud against the falsehood
of the oral law. That it is false, requires no great stretch of
argument to prove. Every unlearned Jew, who is conscious
that he is not a liar, a rogue, and a murderer, has the proof in
his own breast, that Judaism is false. Every unlearned Jew,who duly honours and respects his wife and daughters, and
believes that they are neither vermin nor beasts, is a witness
against the truth of the oral law. Every one who believes that
dishonesty is contrary to the will of God, and that the murder
of the unlearned is unlawful, has the proof that that system
which was imposed upon his fathers, is not from God.

No. LX.

RECAPITULATION.

HAVING, by the help and mercy of God, brought those
papers to the last number, we propose here to sum up their
contents, and to give a review of the arguments which have
been urged. The topics discussed have been very various, but
the object in all has been the same, To show that Judaism, or
the religion of the oral law, is not the old religion of Moses
and the Prophets, but a new and totally different system,
devised by designing men, and unworthy of the Jewish people
That Judaism is identical with the religion of the oral law



KECAPITULATION. 465

was proved in the first number by an appeal to the highest

possible authority, the Prayer-book of the synagogue, which is

not only formed in obedience to the directions of the oral law,

but declares expressly that the Talmud is of Divine authority.

So long, therefore, as that Prayer-book is the ritual of the

synagogue, the worshippers there must be considered as

'falmudists, believers in all the absurdities, and advocates of

all the intolerance of that mass of tradition. That this is no

misrepresentation and no unfounded conclusion of our own,

appears from the latest book published in this country by a

member of the Jewish persuasion. Joshua Van Oven, .Esq.,

has in his "Introduction to the Principles of the Jewish

Faith," a chapter, headed JUDAISM, which begins thus,

" The Jewish religion, or Judaism, is founded solely on the

law of Moses, so called from its having been brought down by

him from Mount Sinai. With the particulars of these laws he

had been inspired by the Almighty during the forty days he

remained on the mount, after receiving the Ten Command-

ments; these he afterwards embodied in the sacred volume,

known and accepted as the written law, and called the Penta-

teuch or the Five Books of Moses, contained in the volume

we term the Bible. We also, from the same source, recede, as

sacred and authentic, a large number of traditions not commit-

ted to writing, but transmitted by word of m I _^L
later times ; without which many enactments in the Holy t

could not have been understood and acted upon ; these, termed

traditional or oral laws, were collected and formed into a

volume called the 'Mishna,' by Rabbi Jehudah Hakodesh,

A M 4150. In addition to this, we are guided by the ex-

plications of the later schools of pious and learned rabbles,

constituting what is now known by the name of the Talmud, or

'

Nothing can be more explicit than this avowal. A learned

and pious Jew of the nineteenth century honestly avows that

Judaism is the religion of the Talmud ; and upon this principle

we have examined Judaism, and compared it with Moses and

the Prophets, and the result of this comparison is

I. THAT JUDAISM is A FALSE RELIGION.

The premises, from which we draw this conclusion, are-

I That the oral law is altogether destitute of external

evidence. To establish the authority of the oral law, it

absolutely necessary to prove a succession of Sanh

the time of Moses to that of Rabbi Jehudah, or at the least

an unbroken chain of tradition. But it has been proved, in

Nos. xliii. and xliv., that there waa no such thing a

A Manual of Judaiim," by Johu Van Oven, Eq., M.R.C.S.L.

London, 1835. Pugs 22.

X o
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Sanhedrin until after the Greek conquest of Judea, and in

No. xlv., that there is no continuous chain of tradition. The

only evidence, therefore, which could beget faith in the mind

of a reasonable man is wanting.
2. The oral law itself is full of manifest fables. This has

been proved almost in every number, but particularly from

Nos. xvii. xxi., where the fables selected are such as are

particularly noticed in the prayers of the synagogue. No one.

can doubt that the stories about Leviathan and Behemoth of

Adam's singing the 92d Psalm after a conversation with

Cain of the river Sambation of the experiment made by
Turnus Rufus to raise his father of Mount Sinai having been

turned, like a tub, over the Israelites of the descent of

600,000 angels to crown the Israelites of the people's travel-

ling 240 miles backwards and forwards during the delivery of

the Ten Commandments, &c., &c., are all downright fables,

not a whit more authentic than similar stories contained in the

Koran, or the Arabian Nights' Entertainments. Any one

fable would be sufficient to overturn the credit of the oral law,

but what are we to think of the host of downright falsehoods

here enumerated?
3. It is directly subversive of the state of things established in

the written law. Moses appointed the priests, the sons of Levi,

as the religious teachers of Israel. The oral law has ousted

them altogether from their office, as was shown in No. xli.

4. The oral law encourages those Heathen superstitions ex-

pressly forbidden by Moses and the Prophets, such as magic,

astrology, amulets, and charms, as is shown from Nos. xxii.

xxvi.

5. The oral law loosens the moral obligations. It teaches

men how to evade the Divine commandments, as was shown

in Nos. xi., xiv., and xv. It allows dispensation from oaths,

as proved in Nos. Ivi. and Ivii. It allows men to retain what

they know does not belong to them, if it only belongs to a

Gentile (p. 18), or to an unlearned Jew, as appears from No.

lix. It sanctions the murder of the unlearned.

6. It leads men to put trust in mere external acts as a com-

pensation for moral delinquencies. The washing of hands

(No. x.) the external sanctification of the Sabbath (No.

xxix.) the blowing of the cornet at the new year (No. xxxiv.)

the rite of circumcision (No. Iviii.), &c., &c., are represented

as sufficient to save wicked men from the just punishment of

their misdeeds.

7. Thow/h called an oral law, because not written with ink,

it if really written in blood. For the most trifling offences it

sentences the offender to be flogged (Nos. xiii. and liii.)
for

the transgression of the rabbinic commands respecting the

Sabbath, It awards the sentence of death (No. xxvii.) and,
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by its laws respecting the killing and cooking meat (Nos.
xlix. liv.), it prevents the poor from getting food for them-
selves and their children.

8. It degrades the female sex, by permitting polygamy
(No. xlvii.) by permitting divorce on the most trifling pre-
text (No. xlviii.) by declaring women incompetent to give
evidence by excluding them from the public worship of God
and by teaching that they are under no obligation to learn

the revealed will of their Creator (No. iii.).

9. It oppresses and insults slaves, by forbidding them to be
instructed in the law (No. iii.), and by placing them, when
dead, on a level with brutes (No. lv.).

10. It is a persecuting and intolerant system. It gives

every rabbi the power of excommunicating the Jews (No.
xxxi.), and it commands the conversion of all the Gentile
nations by the sword (No. vi.).

11. It forbids the exercise of the commonest feelings of
humanity to those whom it calls idolaters. It will not permit
a drowning idolater to be helped, nor a perishing idolater to be

rescued, nor an idolatrous woman in travail to be delivered

(Nos. iv. and v.).
12. It leaves those Gentiles who are not idolaters without

religion. It teaches that they are not commanded to love

God, and breaks up all the happiness of domestic life, by
asserting that amongst Gentiles there is no such thing
as marriage (No. viii.). For these and other reasons which

might be adduced, we believe that Judaism is contrary to

the religion of Moses and the Prophets that it has not pro-
ceeded from God, but is the mere invention of men, and there-

fore false.

II. From these premises we have concluded, secondly,
THAT JUDAISM HAS FOR ITS AUTHORS WICKED MKN, UNWORTHY
OF CREDIT. One of the most daring acts of wickedness, that

can be committed is to invent laws and principles, and pass
them off as the laws of God. Every degree of wilful falsehood

is sinful ; but to forge Divine laws, and impose upon the

consciences of men, is the most daring of all wickedness, for it

not only deceives men, but it dishonours God. The Divim-

Being is represented as the author of principles and practices
which are abhorred by the good even amongst men. Is it

possible that those men could be good, who invented the

fables of which we have spoken above or who overturned the

Mosaic constitution for the purposes of personal aggrandise-
mentor who teach that oaths may be broken with impunity

or that men may keep what does not belong to them or

that unlearned men may be murdered without ceremony or

that it is lawful to look upon the agonies and pain of an

idolater without rendering him any assistance or feeling any
D
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pity? If falsehood, perjury, dishonesty, cruelty, and inhu-

manity, constitute men wicked, then the authors of the oral

law are wicked men, and altogether unworthy of credit. And
therefore we conclude

III. THAT THEIR TESTIMONY AGAINST CHRISTIANITY is OF

NO VALUE. Many Jews of the present day reiect Christianity

simply because the rulers of the nation rejected the Lord Jesus

Christ. But the discoveries which we have made of the

principles and practices of these men show, that there is no

force whatever in this argument. Their testimony against

Jesus of Nazareth is not to be trusted any more than Maho-

met's testimony against the fidelity of the Jewish nation in

preserving the Scriptures. This impostor says, that the Jews

have corrupted the Old Testament, but no one believes the

charge, because he has been convicted himself of forging

revelations and laws. The authors of the oral law have been

convicted of the same offence, and their testimony must be

rejected for the very same reason. They have passed off their

own inventions as Divine laws they have taught their absurd

legends as undoubted matters of fact they are plainly con-

victed of falsehood, and the only alternative is to say that these

falsehoods are wilful, and then the men who witness against

Christianity are wilful liars, or to confess that the authors

were mad, and therefore incompetent to give any testimony.

In every case they must be regarded as propagators of false-

hood. But falsehood is not the only trait in their character ;

they were interested in their testimony against Jesus: they

were his personal enemies, because he opposed their preten-

sions and condemned all their inventions. They had, therefore,

a strong motive for condemning him, and there is nothing in

their character to lead us to suppose that their love of justice

would prevail over their private feelings. When the general

tenour of a man's conduct is evidently the result of upright

principle, it is possible to believe that he would be
just

even to

an enemy. When a man's whole life has been distinguished

by tender compassion, it is possible to believe that he would

not be cruel even to a foe. But neither supposition holds good

with respect to the authors of the oral law. They do not even

profess integrity, for they teach that it is lawful to defraud an

unlearned man they declare, by their permission to kill an

Amhaaretz, that they had no value for human life. If they

were capable of murdering in cold blood a man who had never

offended them, simply because he did not belong to their party,

is it to be wondered at that they should endeavour to destroy

one who who was a direct opposer? The condemnation of the

Lord Jesus Christ by such men is not only no argument

against his character or claims, but even an argument in hw

favour It is a decisive proof that he did not belong to their
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party, and that, therefore, there are not the same objections to

his testimony as to theirs. The Jews of the present day, there-

fore, must find some other reasons for rejecting Jesus of

Nazareth. The conduct of their great and learned men at the

time can supply no warrant for unbelief at present : it is, on

the contrary, a sort of presumptive evidence that He was a good
man. And this presumption is much strengthened by

com-

paring the oral law with the New Testament, whereby we

learn

IV. THAT IN ALL THOSE POINTS WHERE THEORAL LAW is

WEAK, THE NEW TESTAMENT IS STRONG. In the first place, it

is entirely free from all fabulous additions to the Old Testa-

ment history. It recognises the authority, and frequently

cites the writings, of Moses and the Prophets, but it is never,

like the Talmud, guilty of forgeries. Neither Jesus nor his

disciples pretended to have an oral interpretation of the law,

unknown to the people at large, and therefore capable of being

twisted to their own purposes. They referred simply to the

written word, and by it desired to have all their doctrines

judged. In the second place, it is free from all superstitious

doctrines concerning magic, astrology, and other heathenish

arts. It does not allow absolution from oaths, nor mark out

any class of society as the lawful victims of fraud and violence.

It is merciful to the poor and to slaves. It teaches that the

souls of women are as precious in the sight of God as those of

men. It forbids polygamy, and allows divorce only in one

case where it is necessary, and thus protects the weaker sex,

and guards the sacredness and the happiness
of domestic life.

It differs especially from the oral law in its estimation of ex-

ternal rites, and thus gives the strongest evidence of its 1)

origin. If there be one sign of true religion more satisfactory

than another, it is the placing of holiness of heart and Me as

the first great requisite, at the same time that it does not un-

dervalue any of God's commands. Now this mark Christianity

has, and Judaism wants. The former teaches expressly, That

without holiness no man shall see the Lord, and that for the

want of it no external ceremonies can compensate. Further,

Christianity knows of no violent methods of propagating the

truth. It nowhere tells its followers, when they have the

power, to compel all men to embrace its doctrines, or to put

them to death if they refuse. It has not a criminal cot

written in blood, and prescribing floggings of rebellion, or eve

death, for a mere ceremonial offence. It does not allow eac

individual teacher to torment the people by excommunication

and anathema at his pleasure. And lastly, it does not misre-

present God as an unjust and partial judge,
who conhnea th

benefits of revelation to one small nation, and sentences the

overwhelming majority of mankind to unholiness and unhap-
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Diness If ever Judaism should attain to universal dominion,

She principles
of Judaism be brought into action, the whole

Gentile world would be doomed to misery and ignorance. By

pronouncing that amongst Gentiles there is no marriage-tie, it

would rob them of all domestic peace. By sentencing every

-
with peace, and joy, and happiness. The fundamental prin-

ciples of Christianity, namely, that the Messiah has died for

Serins of the whole world, sets forth God as the tender

father who cares for all his children and therefore teaches all

men to regard one another as fellow-heirs of the same eternal

Slvation!
g

It does not deny that Israel has pecuhar privileges

a t&vsz SB ?
peace and unity of all nations is the recognition of God as the

father of all, and this foundation is the very corner-stone of

Christianity, whilst it neither does nor can form any pa

the fabric of Judaism. Christianity teaches that the first and

great commandment is, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God

with all thy heart; and the second is Thou shalt love thy

Sjhbour as thyself; and teaches, at the same time, that all

men are our neighbors. Judaism teaches that circumcision is

fee greatest of all the commandments, and that none but Jews

Sd proselytes are neighbours.
Thus Judaism divides, whilst

Christianity tends to unite, all the children of men in the

bands of pe^ce. It has only one principle of God's dealings to

men, and that principle is love ;
and one principle for the guid-

ing of man's conduct to men, and that is love also. Let

thf Jewish reader think that we Gentiles wish to ascribe any

merit to ourselves, as if by our own wit or wisdom we h

found out a religious system superior to anything that Israel

had been able to devise. Far from it ;
we

acknowledge
agam

* we did in the first number, that we are only disciples of one

^art of the Jewish nation. From the Jews 6inshanity came

to us. It has been a light to lighten us Gentiles but
jve

acknowledge its Divine Author as the glory of his people L

All we mean by instituting the comparison is, to show
thoje

who still adhere" to the oral law, that there is

^

Another
Jewish

religion infinitely superior, and more like, that of MM
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the Prophets. And we appeal confidently to every reader of

these papers to decide whether the New Testament or the

Talmud is the better book, and to say which is the most agree-

able to the will of God as revealed to their forefathers. We

earnestly call upon them to make the decision, and to deliver

themselves from that unmerited weight of odium which has

rested upon them for centuries ; and from that stall more

dreadful evil, the displeasure of Almighty God, which has

followed them ever since they forsook the Old Paths wherein

their fathers walked.

It is time for those, at least, who profess to abhor certain

parts of the Talmud and oral law, to justify their professions

by consistent conduct. If they wish people to believe them

when they profess love and charity towards all men, they must

begin by repudiating the authority of the oral law, and re-

nouncing the worship of the synagogue. How can we possibly

believe that those are sincere in their professions to men, who

declare that they are insincere in their worship of the heart-

searching God ? Every man who uses the prayers of the syna-

gogue, there confesses himself to God as a believer m the oral

law, and consequently ready to execute all its decrees of cruelty,

fraud, and persecution-ready,
when he has the power, to con-

vert all nations with the sword. That u> his profession m the

synagogue ; when, then, he comes forth from the solemn act of

Se worship, and tells me that he is liberal and charitable,

and that he abhors persecution,
how can I possibly behave

him" There is falsehood somewhere, and the only possible

mode of removing this appearance is by a public .renunciation

of the oral law, and an erasure of those passages m public

pravers which affirm its Divine authority. This all trulj h

SSfed Jews owe to themselves to the Christian pubhc

>o their brethren, and, above all, to their God. To themselves

Sey ewe it, because so long as their words and their deeds

contradict each other, a mist hangs over them. To the Chris-

tian public they owe it, for they must naturally desire to know

the principles of those with whom they are connected To

heir
P
brlten they owe it, for this is the only way of delivcr-

S the nation from the calamities of centuries IVtheir G

hoy owe it, for by the blasphemies of the oral law, His charac-

ter is misrepresented,
and His name blasphemed.

THE END.
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